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TRAVELS into feveral remote na- 
TiONS of the world. 

By Lemuel Gulliver, firfl a Surgeon, at^ 
then a Captain of feveral fliips^ 

In FOUR PARTS. 

The Publisher to the Reader. 

TH E author of theie travels, Mr. Lemuel GuIIiver^ 
is my jntiefit and intimate friend ; there is likewife 
(bme relation between us on the mother's fide. Abou^ 
three yevs ago, Mr. Gulliver, growing weary of the con- 
coorfe of curtons people coming to him at his houfe in 
RedrifF, made a fmall purcha(e of land with a convenient 
houie near Newark in Nottinghamfhire, his native coun- 
try, where he sow Kves retired, yet in good efteem a* 
nong his neighbours. 

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Notttnghamfliire^ 
vhqre his father dwelt, yet 1 have heard him fay, his fa- 
mily came from Oxfordfhire ; to confirm which, I have 
obferved^ the church-yard at Banbury, in that county, 
£:veral*Mnbs and monuments of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted RedrifF, he left the cuQody of the 
foUowing papers in my hands, with the liberty to difpofe 
of them as I fliould think fit. I have carefully perufed 
them three times : the (lyle is very plain and fimple ; and 
Aeonly fault I find is, that the author, after the manner . 
i»f travellers, is a little too ctrcumftantial. There is an air 
«r truth apparent through the whole ; and indeed the au- 
thor was lb diftinguifhed for his vericity, that it became 
licrt of a proverb among his neighbours at Redriff, when 
•ay one affirmed a thing, to fay it was as true as if Mr* 
CnlRvcr had fpoken it. 

By the advice of feveral worthy pepfons, to whom^ml^ 
Ae wtbor*8 pcxmUBon, J commuoicated thdc t^l^%> "V 
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sow venture to fend them into the world, hoping tbey 
snay be, at lead for fome time, a better entertainment t9 
cof joung noblemen^ than the common fcribbles of poE* 
tics and party. 

This volume would have been at leaft twice as large, 
if I had not made bold to ftrike out innumerable paffages 
l4atbg tjg the winds and tides, as well as to the variatiom 
ajHii'itrings in the feveral voyages, together with the 
SBiniHe de(criptions of the management of the (hip it 
Aonni in the ilyle of failor^; likewife the account of loo* 
iptudes and latitudes ; wherein I have reafon to apprehendi 
that Mr. GuHiver may be a little diflatisfied : but I wis 
«efolved to fit the work as much as pofBble to the geneni 
^capacity of readers. However, if my own ignorance tft 
lea affairs (hall have led me to commit fome midakes, | 
silone am anfwerable for themi and if any traveller haft' 
ft coriofity to fee the whole work at large, as it csMj 
fiom the hand of the author, I ViHi be ready to graiM 
turn- • ; >j 

. As for any further particulars relating to the arnlM 
the . reader will receive fati s faaioo from the firfi pmtMi 

Richard Syjifsc 
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E^TTE-R from Capt. Gulliveh to his 
coufin Sympson. 

Written in the year 1727. * 

D'PE you wiH* be ready to own pablickly, when* 
er you (ball be called to it, that by your great and 
nt urgency, you prevailed on me to publifb a very 
and uncorre<Jt account of my travels, with direction 
• fame young* gentleman of either univerfity to put 
in* order, and correal the (byle, as my coufin Damf 
id> by my advice, th his book called^ A voyage round 
Tld, But I do not remember I gave you power tc^ 
\tf that any thing (houkl be omitted^ and- much* 
at any thing (hodd be inferted r therefore, as to the 

1 do here renounce every thing of that kind ; jpartl^^ 
f a paragraph about her majefty qneen Anne^ ot rooft 
and glorious memory ; although I did revevcnce and 
r her more than any of human ipeciesw But yon, or 
interpolator, ought to have confidered, that as ie 
ot my inclination, fo was it not decent to praife any 
1 of our compofition before my raafter Houyhnhnm : 
!fide8> the fa^ was altogether ^l(e ;- for to my 
ledge, being in England during (bme part of heraa* 
> sd^/ (he did govern^ by a chief minifter ; nay evea 
c>*flroceflivefy, the firft whereof waa the lord of Go* 
in, and the fecbnd the lord of Oxford ; fo that yotif 
nade me fay the thing that was not, Likewifc^ in- 
count of the academy of projeAors> and feverat 
es of my dkbourfe tamy malfer Hou3rhnhnro, yoir 
nther omitted fome material circumftances, or min** 
r changed them in fuch a manner^ that I do hardly 
mine own work. When I formerly hinted to yoo 
ling of tl)is in a letter^ you were pleafed to anfwcr; 
ou were afraid of giving*, oflfence ; that people in- 

were very, watchful over the prefs, and^apt nor 

interpret;, but to piinifli every thing which looked" 

1 Innuendo (as I think yon call it.) But, p tvf Wil 
that vitichl fpokc fowMny: years igt^ and ^ db«^ift 

A z few. 
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five tltoufand leagues diftance, in another reign, be tp* 
plied to any of the Yahoos, who now are faid to govern 
the herd ; efpecially at a time when I little thought oiy 
or feared, the unhappinefs of living nnder them ? have 
not I the moft reafon to complain, when I fee thefe vaj 
Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnms in a vehicle, as if thcK 
vrcre brutes and thofe the rational creatures ? and indeed^ 
to avoid fo monflrous and deteftable a fight was one prin* 
ctpal motive of my retirement hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in telation to 
yourfirlf, and to the trad I repofed in yon. 

I do in the next place complain of my own great want 
of judgment, in being prevailed upon by the intreatiesad 
falfe reafonings of you and feme others, very mod 
againd my own opinion, to fufier my travels to be jm* 
blifhed. Pray bring to your mind how often I defiid 
you to confider, when you infilled on the motive of pu* 
Slick goody that the Yahoos were a fpecies of animals at« 
terly incrpable of amendment by precepts or example: 
an4 To it hath proved ; for, inftead of feeing a full ftoc 
put to all abuies and corruptions, at lead in thiff littk 
iiland> as I had reafon to expedt ; behold, after above fil 
months warning, I cannot learn that my book has pro* 
^uced one fingle effed according to mine intentions. ] 
defired you would let me know by a letter, when part) 
«nd fadion were extinguiihed ; jndges learned and op 
rigb^ ; pleaders honeft and modelt, with fome tindure a 
common ienfe, and Smithfield blazing with pfnmids o 
law-books ; the young nobility's education entiffiy chaa 
ged ; the phyficians banifhed ; the female Yahoos abound 
ing in virtue, honour, truth, and good fenfe ; conrts aiu 
levees of great minifters thoroughly weeded and fwept 
ivit, merit, and learning rewarded ; all difgracers of tb 
prefs in profe and verfe, condemned to eat nothing bn 
their own cotton, and quench their third with their owi 
ink. Thefe, and a thoufand other reformations, I firm!] 
counted upon by your encouragement ; as indeed the] 
were plainly deducible from the precepts delivered in m\ 
book. And it muft be owned, that feven months were i 
fufficient time to correA every vice and folly to wbid 
Yahoos are fobjeA, if their natures bad been otfiable I 
ibe ka& MpoBtiod to virtue or wlfilom : y^, (b fine bat 

T 
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Jon been from anfwering mine expedatlon in any of your 
ttert ; that on the contrary you are loading our carriet 
every week with libels, and keys, and refleAions, and me- 
mcMrs, and fecond parts; wherein I fee myfelf accufed of 
tefleding upon great ftates-folk ; of degrading human na» 
tore (for (b they have (lili the confidence to ftile it) and 
of abufingthe female iex. I find likewife, that the writers 
of thofe bundles are not agreed- among themlelves ; for 
fome of them will not allbw me to be the author of mine 
own travels ; a))d others make me author of books^ tO' 
which I am wholly a (branger. 

I find likewife, that your printer hath been (b careleft 
as to confound the times, and mifUke the dates of my 
feveral voyages- and returns; neither afligniDg the true 
year^ nor the true month, nor day of the month : and I 
near the original manufcript is alideftroyeJ fince the pu* 
blication of my book ; neither have I any copy left ; how- 
ever« I have &nt you fome correAions, which you may 
itifert, if ever there (hould be a fecond edition : and yet I 
cannot ftimd to them; but (hall leave that matter to my* 
judicious and candid readers to adjuft it as they pleafe. 

J hear fome of our iea- Yahoos find fault with my (ea- 
language, as not proper in many parts^ nor now in u(e« 
I'cannot help it. In my firft voyages, while I was young,^ 
I was inftruded by the oldeft' mariners, and learned to 
4|»eak as they did. But I have fince found that the fea- 
Yaboos are apt, like the land ones, to become newfang* 
led in their words, which the latter change evefy year ; • 
inibmnaiy as I remember upon each return to mine own > 
country, their old dialed was fo altered, that I could 
bardly underftand the new. And I obferve/'.when any 
."Yyioo comes firom London, out of curiofity to vifit me ' 
at mine own Ixmre, we neither of us are able t6 deliver* 
cmr conceptions in a manner inrelligtble to the other. 

If the cen(I]re of the Yahoos could any way afFed Aie,- 
rAiould have great reafon to complain^ that fome of them 
are (b bold as to think my book of travels a mere fi^ion 
cmt of nuhe own brain ;- and have gone fo far as to drop * 
Idnts, that the Houyhnhnms «nd Yahoos have no more 
cziftence than the inhabitants of Utopia. 
, Indeed I rouft confefs, that as to the people oFUlIiput,. 
ftohliiigpg.(forfo4lieword fliouldliavcbcen f]pe\t^ti&ivQit? 
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cndneonfly Brobdinenag) and Lapnta, I have sever M^ 
hand of any Yahoo io prdiunptuoin as to difpate their be* 
ingy or the tat&s^ I have rektcd concerning them ; becanft 
the truth immediately ftrilies every reac^ with convio*' 
tion. And is there lefs probability in my account of dM 
<!Houyhnhnms or Yahoos, when it is manifeft as to the 
latter, there are fo many thoufands, even in this dtj^ 
yurho only dtfier from their brother brutes in Hooy- 
hnhnm-land, becaufe they ufe a fort of Jabber, and 
<lo not go naked ? I wrote for their amendment, and not 
their approbation. The united praife of the whole raoe 
"Would be of lefs confequence to me, than the neighing of 
thofe two degenerate Hoqyhnhnms I keep in my liable i 
becaufe from thefe, degenerate as they are, I dill improve 
in fome virtues without any mixture of vice. 

Do thefe mifcrabie animals prefume to think, that I 
am fo degenerated as to defend my veracity f Yahoo as 1 
am, it is well known through all Houyhnhnm-land, that^ 
by the indrudltons and example of my illudrious mafter^ 
J was able in the compafs of two years (ahhough I con- 
fefs with the utmoft difficulty) to remove that infenial 
fiabit of lying, fhu£&ing, deceiving, and equivocating, f(> 
deeply rooted in the very fouls ^ all my fpecies ; efpe» 
cially the Europeans. 

I have other complaints to make upon this vexatioaa 
«Kca(ion ; but I forbear troubling myfelf or yoa any fur* 
ther. I muft freely confefs^ that £nce my lad return fome 
corruptions of my Yaheo nature have revised in me by 
converfing with a few of your ipecies, and pairticnlarijf 
thofe of mine own family,' by an unavoidable neceflity i 
elfe I ihould never have attempted fo abfurd a projed at 
that of reforming the Yaheo race in this kingdom : but I 
hsLve now done with all fuch vifionary fcbemea ibrevei^ 

Jprlla, 1727. 



^^^ That the original copy of thcfc travels was altered bf 
the perfon, through whofe hands it was conveyed !o the prefix 
is a fad; but the pai&ges, of which Mr. GulliTcr complaiaS 
hi tbblcttcr, tfc tob^fouadQol^lathe&ftcditioiis; fortta^ 
0«J 
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1 having reftored the text wherever it had been altered, 
the c#p3r to the late Mr. Motte, by the hands of M|rv 
ks Ford. This copy has been exa£Uy followed i» ctc^ 
tqucfit edition, eicept that printed In Ireland, by George 
ener; the editor of which, fuppofing the Dean to be ferious 
a he rnentioned the corruptions of dates, and yet finding 
1 unaltered, thought fit to alter them himfclf ; there is how* 
fcarceone of thefe alterations, in which hehasnotcom- 
rd a blunder ; though while he was thus bufy in defacing 
larts that were perfeA, he fuffercd the accidental bleroiflict, 
iicrs to remaio. iiinvi^,— 'Sec the ptcfkce to this cditioA*^ 
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TRAVELS into feveral remote MATlOHi 
of the world*. j 

I 
PART r. 

A Voyage to Lilliput- 

c H A P. I. 

JTJ* author gives /ome account of htmfelf and family :■ hit 
firft inducements to travel. He is Jhijnorecked^ ad 
fioims for his life ; gets fafe on {bore in the country tf 
Lillifut : is made a prijoner^. and carried up the coioh 
try. 

MY fatherhad a fitiall effatc in Nottrhgharafhire;; 
I was the-third of five fons. He fent me to 
Emanuel college in Cambridge at fourtcfii' 
years old, where I redded three years, and 
applied myfelfclofe to my (ludies;, but the charge of maiiK 

tftinisg 

♦ Thcfe voyagcs^are intended asatmoral political romancei 
in which Swift fccms to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of a 
fine irregular genius. But while his imagination and his wit de- 
light, the venomous ftrokes of his fatire, although in fome placef 
juft, arc carried into fo univerfalafeverity, thatiiot only all hu- 
man a£lionSj but human nature itfelf, is placed in the worft 

light. Pcrfcftion in every attribute is notiindecd a Dotted to 

particular men. But, among the whole fpecics, .we difcovcr fuch 
so aifemblage of all the grcat>and amiable virtues, as may cov* 
*vince us, that the original order of nature contains in it the 
f reateft beauty. It is directed in adght^ line, but it deviates 
Into curves and irregular motions, by various alterations and 
difturbing caufcs. Dtfierent qualifications fhine out in difl^rent 
men. Bacon and Newtow (^ot to mention Botl£) ihcuf 
Ihe divine extent of the human mind : of which power Sw'Si 
could not be infenfible ; but his difappointments rendered him 
fplenetic, and angry with the whole world.— -Education, ha* 
bit| and coolUlutto% glvca far^rifing variet/of diara^ers; ai4 

mm 
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lainlng me, although I had a very fcanty allowance^ being 
too great for a narrow fortunei 1 was bound apprentice 
to Mr. James Bates, an eminent furgeon in London, with 
Whom I continued foar years ; and my father now and 
then fending me fmaU Gum of money, I laid them out in 
learning navigation, and other parts of the mathematics^, 
niefui to thofe who intend to travel, as I always believ- 
ed it would be fome time or other my fortune to do* 
When I left Mr. Bates, I went down to my father ; where, 
by the afEftance of him and my uncle John, and fome o» 

While they produce fome particular qualities, are apt to check 
Othei*. Fortitude of mind feldom attends a fedentary life : nor 
is the man whofe ambidous views are crofled, fcarcc ever after- 
wards endued with benevolence of heart The fame mind that 
b capable of exerting the greateft virtue, by fome defe£l in the 
firft fieps of education often degenerates roto the greatcll vice. 
Theie effcQ$ take their fource from caufes $lmott mechanical^ 
The foul, in our prefent fituadon, is blended and indofed with, 
corporeal fubifai nee, and the matter of which our body is con»> 
pofed, produces ftrange impulfes upon the mind.— —To cor* 
fcft vice, by ihewiog her deformity, in oppofition to the beau* 
ty of virtue, and to amend the falfe fyftcms of philofophy, bj 
pointing out the errors, and applying falutary means to avoid 
them, b a noble defign, and was, I Would fain flatter myfelf,. 
the general intent of thi* hieroglyphic writer.*— Gulliver^ 
travdi are chiefly to be looked upon as an irregular eflay of 
Swift's peculiar wit and hunnour. The inhabitants of Liliiput 
are reprefentcd, as if refleded from a concave mirror, by which 
every objeft is reduced to a defpicable minutenefs. The inha« 
bitants of Brobdtngnag, by a contrary mirror, arc enlarged to 
a fliocking deformity. In Liliiput we behold a fet of puny is- 
USts, or animalcules in human fliape, ridiculoufly engaged itt 
9§km of importance. In Brobdiagnag the monfters of enor* 
mous liae arc employed in trifles.— Tn the two firft parts 
there are many ridiculous adventures, even fuch as muft have 
eieiied mirth from Heraclitus. Where indelicacies do not in* 
fenrcD^ the narrative is very entertaining and humorous. la 
Csme parts, Gulliver feems to have had particular incidents, if 
aocporticalar perfons in his view. His obfervations on educa^ 
ttOB m ofefiii : and fo ate his improYements on the inflitutioat 
^Ljaoyus. Omf/. 
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Iber relations^ I got forty pounds^^and a promife c 
pounds a*year to maintain me at Leyden : there L 
pbyfic two years and (even momhS| knowing it v 
ufeful in long voyages. 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was recoi 
ed by my good mailer Mr. Bates to be furgeoi 
Swallow, Gapram Abraham Pannell, commandei 
whom I continued three years and a half, making 
age or two into the Levant, and fome other parts 
I came back^ I refo(ved to (ettle in London ; t( 
Mr. Bates, my mafter, encouraged me, and by hi 
recommended to feveral patients. I took part of 
houfe in the Old-Jury ; and being adviled to c 
condition, I married 'tlrs. Mary Burton, fecond d 
to Mr. Edmund Burion hofier in Newgate-flree 
whom I received four hundred pounds for a port! 

But, my good mafler Bates dying in twoyeai 
and I having few friends, my bufin^s> began to fa 
my confciesce would not fufier me to imitate i 

Sdice of too many among my brethren. Having 
e confiilted with my wife, and fome of my a 
tance, I determined to gp again to (ea. I was furgi 
ceflively in two (Hips, and^made feveral voyage; 
years to the Eaftand \V^ Indies,, by which I g< 
addition to my^brtQiiii My hours of leifure If 
reading the bdl authors, antient and modern, b( 
ways provided with a good number of books ; an 
I was anior«,«ia obierving the manners^nd difpofit 
tiie people, as well as learning their language, wl 
bad a great facility by the fliengtb of my memor 

Thelaft of thefe voyages not proving very foi 
X grew weary of the (ea, and intended to flay a 
with my wife and family. I removed from the O 
to Fetter-lane, and from thence to Wapping, ho 
get bufinefa among the failors ;.but it would- not i 
account. Alter three years expectation that thing: 
mend, I accepted an advantageous offer from Cap 
Sam Prichard, mafterof the Antelope, who was 
a voyage to the South-Sea. We fet fail from BriQ 
4* r699 'f and our voyage atfirft- was very prof 

It would not be proper, for fome reafons, to troi 
itudcr wjsb Che particubrt of our adventures i 
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Let it fuffice to Inform him, that, in our paflage 
thence to the £a(l-Indies, we were driven by a vio* 
\om te the north-weft of Van Diemen's land. By 
»fervation we found onrfelves in the latitude of 90 
es 2 minutes fouth. Twelve of our crew were dead 
nmoderate labour, and HI food ; the reft were in a 
weak condition. On the jth of November, which 
he beginning of fumroer in thole parts^ the weather' 
; very hazy, the feamen fpied a rock within half a 
's length of the (hip ; but the wind was fo ftrong^ 

we were driven dire^lly upon it, and immediately 
8ix of the <}rew, of ^om I was one, having let 
1 the toat into the fea, made a fliift to get clear of 
Kip and the rock. We rowed by my computafioa 
t three leagues, till we were able to work no longer, 
r already fpent with labour while we were in the (hip« 
therefore trufted ourfelves to the mercy of the waves, 
in about (half an hour the boat wm overfet by a fud* 
Surry iiK>m the north. What became of my compani- 
In the boat, as well as of tho(e who efcaped on the 
, or were left in the veflU, i cannot tell ; but coo- 

* they were all loft. For my own part, I fwam as 
me direAed me, and was pufhed forward by wind 
tide. I often let my legs drop, and could feel na 
)m : but when I was almoft gone, and able to ftrug* 
10 longer, I found myfelf within my depth ; and by 
time thefiorm was mueh ^ated. The dedivity was 
lall, that I walked near a mile before I got to the (hore, 
:h I conjedtured was afbout eight o'dodc in the even* 

I then advanced forward near hsdf a mile, but could 
Jiicover any fign of houfes or inhabitants ; at leaft 1 
in fo weak a condition, that I did notobferve them. 

• extremely tired, and with that, and the heat of the 
her, and about half a pint of brandy that I drank as 
! the Aip, I found myielf much inclined to fleep. I 
down on the grafs, which was very Aiort and foft^' . 
re I flept founder than ever I remembered to have - 
! in my life, and, as I reckoned, aboat nine hours ; for 

n I awaked, it was juft day-light. I attempted to rife^ 
iras not able to ftir : for as I happened to lie on my 
:, I Ibmid my arms and legs-were ftrongly faftei^ 
Mh fide to the ground-, and my hair wl^h ^Si^Vm 
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tnd tbkk, tied down in the ramemanner, I likewi 
feverai flender ligatures acrofs my body, from m^ 
piu to my thighs. I could only look upwards^ the / 
ganto groW'hot^ and the light offended my eyes. I 
a confuted noifc about me ; but, in the poQure I lay^ 
fee nothing except the sky. In a little time I felt fom 
alive moving on my left leg^ wiiicb advancing gent 
ivard over my brea(t came almod up to my chin ; 
bending my eyes downward as much as I could, 
ceived it to be a human creature not (ix inches higl 
a bow and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his ba 
the mean time, I felt at lead forty more of the fam 
(as I conjedhured) following the firlL I was in the 
allonifliment, and roared fo loud, that they ail rai 
in a fright ; and fome of them, as I was afterward 
were hurt with the falls they got by leaping from m 
upon the ground. However, they fbon returned, ai 
of them, who ventured fo far as to get a full Qgh t 
face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of admli 
cried out in a (farill but diftind voice, Hekinah degi 
others rq)eated the fame words feverai times, but 
knew not what they meant. I lay all this while, as t 
der may believe, in great uneofinefs ; at length 
gling to get loofe, 1 had the fortune to break the i 
and wrench out the pegs, that fallened my left arm 
ground ; for, by lifting it up to my face, I difcovei 
methods they had taken to bind me, and alT the fane 
with a violent pull, which gave me exceifive pain, 
tie loofened the firings that tied down my hair < 
leftfide, fo that I was juil able to turn my head 
two inches. But the creatures ran o£Pa iecond ti 
fore I could fcize them ; whereupon there was a 
ftout in a very (hrill accent, and after it ceafed, I 
«ne of them ccy aloud, T9lgQphonac ; when in an 
I felt above an hundred arrows difcharged on n 
f)and, which pricked me like fo many needles ; ai 
fides, they (hot another flight into the air, as we do 
in Europe, whereof many, I fuppoie, fell on my 
(diough I felt them not) and fome on my face, v 
immedi^ely covered with my left band. Whc 
ftower of arrows was over, I fell a groaning with gi 
jpfiy mirf Am flrivinf agsia to get loofe^ they difc 
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noiher volley larger than the firll, and fonie of them at- 
rmpted with fpears to ftick me in the fides ; hut by good 
ack I had on me a bufFjerkin, which they coald not pierce* 
thought it the moft prudent method to lie ftill, and my 
lefign was to continue fo till ni/jht, when, my left hand 
>eing already loofe, I could eafily free myfelf: and as for - 
he inhabitants, I had reafbn to believe I might be a 
natch for the greateft army they could bring againft me, 
f they were all of the fame fizc with him, that 1 faw. Bur 
brtune difpofed otherways of me. When the people ob- 
served 1 was quiet, they difcharged no more arrows : but, 
3y the noife 1 heard, I knew their numbers increafed ; and 
ibout four yards from me, over-againtt my right ear, I 
heard a knocking for above an hour, like that of people at 
vork 1 when turning my head that way, as well as the 
pegs and firings would permit me, I faw a (lage ereded 
aboot a foot and a half from the ground, capable of hold- 
ing four of the inhabitants, with two or three ladders to 
mount It! from whence one of them, who feemed to be . 
a pcrfon of quality, made me a long fpeech, whereof I 
vnderClood not one fyllable. But I fhould have mention- 
ed, that before the principal perlbn began his oration, he 
cried out three times Langro dehut fan : (thefe words 
and the former were afterwards repeated and explained 
to me). Whereupon immediately about fifty of the in- 
liabitantscatncand cut the (brings that faftened the left 
fide of my he«5*%Wch gave me the liberty of turning it 
to the right, and of obferving the perfon and gefture o€ 
btm that was to fpeak. He appeared to be of a middle 
•ge, and taller than any of the other three who; attended 
luffl, whereof one was a page that held up his traib, and 
feemed to be fomewhat longer than my middle finger, the 
Ddier two flood one on eadi fide to fbpport him. He afted 
twcry part of an orator, and I could obferve many periods 
of threatnings, and others of promifes, pity, and kindnefs. 
1 anfwered in a few words, but in the moft fubmiffive 
ttanner, lifting up my left hand and both my eyes to the 
fim, as calling him for a witnefs ; and being almoft fa- 
'imlhed with hunger, having not eaten a morfcl for fome 
Iwnrt before I left the thip, I found the demands of 
.tttore (b ftrong upon me, that I could not fotbt2i\ ^t'*- 
i%V my mj^iiencc (perhaps againft the &u& iiAt^ ot ^e- 
^ Mo£. IV. U ce»c^^ 



V6 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. ParrL 

ccncy) by putting my finger frequently to my mouth, t» 
Cgnify that I wanted food. The Hurgo (for fo they call 
a great lord, as I afterwards learned) underilood roe very 
veil. He dcfcended from the (lage, and commanded that 
ieveral ladders (hould be applied to my iidcS| on whkk 
above an hundred of the inhabitants mounted, and walk- 
ed towards my mouth, iaden with baskets full of meat^ 
which had been provided and fent thither by the King's 
4)rders, upon the firft intelligence he received of me. I ^ 
Icrved there was the flefh of ieveral animals, but could not 
diftinguifh them by the tade. There were (houlders, legs, 
and loins, (haped like thofe of mutton, and very wdi 
drefled, but fmaller than the wings of a lark. I eat them 
•by two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves at t 
time about the bignefs of musket bullets. They fupplied 
•mc; fit fad as they could, (hewing a thoufand marks of 
"wonder and allonilhment at my bulk and appetite. 1 thea 
made another fign, that I wanted drink. They found bf 
•my eating, that a fmall quantity would not fufHcc mcp 
and being amoft ingenious people, they flung up with 
great dexterity one of their largefl hog(heads, then rolled 
It towards my hand, and beat out the top ; I drank it 
off at a draught, which I might well do, for it did not 
hold half a pint, and tailed like a fmall wine of Burgan- 
dy, but much more delicious. They brought me a iecond 
Jiogfliead, which I drank in the fame manner, and made 
£gns for more ; but they had none to giv^ me. AVhenI 
liad performed .thefe wonders, they ihouted ibr joy, and 
danced upon my breail, repeating feveral times, as they 
did at firft, Hekinah degul. They made me a fign that I 
ihould throw down the two hogfheads, but fird warning 
.the people below to (land out of the way, crying aloud, B^ 
rachmevohj and when theyfaw the vefTcls in the air, then 
was an univerfal fhout of Hekinah deguL I confefs, I 
was often tempted, while diey were pafling backward! 
and forwards on my body, to feize forty or fifty of the 
fird that came in my reach, and dafli them againft the 
ground. But the rcmcnibrance of what I had felt^ whidi 
probably might not be the worfl: they could do, and the 
promife of honour I made them, for fo I interpreted Wf 
iubroidive behaviour, foon drove out thefe imaginatibns^ 
PcJUdeSj I now coniidcred myfelf as bound by the laws at 
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ality to a people^ who had treated me with fo much 
ce and magnifitence. However, in my thoughts I 

not fufficientiy* wonder at the intrepidity of thefr 
alive mi5rtals, who Jurft'' venttfre to mount and walk 
my body, while one of my handf way ar liberty, 
ut trembling at the very fight of fo prodigious a crea- 
as I mud appear to them. Aft<&r fbme time, when 
jbferved that I made no more demarids for meat,, 
appealed before me a perfon' of high rank frbm hin 
rial Majefty. His Exceltency, having mounted on 
nail of my right leg, advanced forwards up to my 
with about a dozen of his retinue. And'producing 
edentials under the fignet royal, which he applied 
to my eyes, fpoke alx>ttt ten minutes without any 
of anger, but with a kind of determinate refolutiony 
pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found; 
owards the capital city, abont half' a mile diflant^ 
er it was. agreed by his majefty in council that I 
be conveyed* I anfwered in few wordtf, but to no 
tie, andm^dea ipi with my hand that wasloofe, 
igit to the other (bur over his excellency's head, for 
1 hurting him or his train) and then to roy own head' 
ody, to fignify that I deiirtd my liberty. It appear* 
bat he understood me well enough, for he (hook his* 

by way of difapprobation, and held his hand in a^ 
re to fliew^ that I mud be carried as a prifonef. 
*ver, he made other figns to [et me underftand; that 
lid have meat and drink enough, and very good treat- 
. Whereupon I once more thought of attempting t6 
. my bonds, but ag&in, when I felt the fmart of thcil: 
's upon my face and hands, which were all In bliflers,^ 
lany of the darts dill (licking iti them,^ and obferv^ 
kewife that the number of my enemies increafed, I 
tokens to let them know, that they might do with 
hat they pleafed. Upon this the Hurgo and his train 
Irew, with much civility, and chearful countenances. 
after £ heard a general (hout, with frequent repeiiti- 
f the words, Peplomfiian, and I felt great numbers 
ople on my left (ide, relaxing the cords to fuch a de* 
rhat I was able to turn upon my right, and to eafe 
If with making water ; which I very plentlfullY dH^^ 
%ff9k\9&i)mihmentofthe people, who 'gdiiltQL^t)aBki&% 
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by my motion^ what I was going to do> immediately < 
pencd to the right and left on that Gdc, to avoid di 
torrent which fell with fuch noi(e and violence from nn 
But before this, they had d^bed my face and boi 
my hands with a fort of ointment very pleafant to tl 
fmelj, which in a few minutes removed all the fmart ( 
their arrows. Thefe circumftances; added to the refreil 
ment I had received by their visuals and drink, whi« 
were very nocrifhing, difpofed me to fleep. I flept abd 
eight hours, as I was afterwards afTured ; and it was i 
vonder, for the phyficians, by the Emperor's order^ b 
xninglcd a flecpy potion in the hogfkeads of wuie. 

It I'ccms that, upon the firft moment I was diicovere 
fleeping on the ground after my landing, the Emperor h; 
early notice of it by an exprefs ; and determined in ceu; 
cil, that I (hould be tied in the manner 1 have celate 
(which was done in the night while I flept) that plen 
of meat and drink (hould be fent to me, and.a machii 
prepared.to carry me to the capital city. 

This refolution perhaps may appear very bold ai 
dangerous^ and I am confident would not be imitated 1 
any prince in Europe on the like occafion y however, 
my opinion, it was extremely prudent, as well as gen 
rous , for fuppoling tbofe people had endeavoured to k 
me with their fpears and arrows while I was afleep^ 
fhonld certainly have awaked with the firft fenfe of final 
which might fo far have rouzed my mge and firengc 
as to have enabled me to break the ftrtngs, wherewith 
v^as tied ; after which, as they were not able to maker 
fiftance, fo they could expe^ no mercy. 

Thefe people are mofl excellent mathematicknB, ai 
arrived to a great perfeftion in mechanics by the count 
stance and encouragement of the Emperor, who is ar 
uowncd patron of learning. This prince hath (everal m 
chines fixed on wheels for the carriage of trees and otb 
great weights. He often builds his largefl men of wt 
whereof fonie are nine feet long, in the woods where il 
timber grows^ and has them carried on thefe engines thr 
or four hundred yards to the fea. Five hundred carpei 
ters and engineers were immediately fet at work to pr 
pare the greated engine they had. It was a frame of wo( 
imfed three inches from tbe ground^ about fbveo feet lot 
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four wide, moving upon twenty-two wheels. The 
It I heard was upon the arrival of this engine^ which 
:ems (et out in four hours after my landing. It was 
jght parallel to me, as I lay. But the principal diffi- 
y was to raife and place me in this vehicle. Eighty 
:s, each of one foot high^ were ereded for this purpofe^ 

very flrong cord9 of the hignefs of packthread were 
;ned by hooks to many bandages, which the workmen 

girt round my neck, my hands, my body, and my 
. Nine hundred of the (brongell men were employed 
draw up tbcfe cords by many pullies faftened on the 
:s, and thus, in lefs than three hours, I was raifed and 
g into the engine, and there tied fall. All this I was 
I, for> while the whole operation was performing, I 

in a profound fleep by the force of that foporiferous 
iicine infuiedinto my liquor. Fifteen hundred of the 
peror's largeil hories, each about four inches and an 

high, were employed to dfaw me towards the metro- 
,s, which, as I iaid^was half a mile diftant. 
kbout four hours after we began our journey, I awaked 
1 very ridiculous accident ; for the carriage being flopt' 
liile^l^ adjoAfpmctfaing, that was out of order, two 
iiree of the young natives had the curiofity to fee hov 
\6k^ when I was afleq> ; they climbed up into the 
ine, ^nd advancing very foftly to my face, one of them^ 
ifieer in the guards put the (harp end of his half-pike 
K)d way up into my left nodril, which tickled my nofe 

a ftraw, and made me fneeze violently* : whereupon 
f Aole off unperceived, and it was three weeks be-* 
i I knew the caufe of my awaking fo fuddenly. We - 

It has been remarked, that courage in whatever caufe^ . 
igb it fometimes excites indignation* is never tbeobjed of 
tempt ; but thii appears to be true, onlybecaufo courage is 
pofed to imply fuperiority : for this officer in /i^ guards be- 
les cztremely ridiculous and contemptible^ by,an ad of the 
Idariogcurioiity, which fets bim inr conapariion with Gul*' 
r; to whom he was fo<mttch ihferibr, that a blaft of the -^ 
r^nMMi/tfiitVnoftrils would have endangered his life; and if 
Difm itfdfis not proof agai nil ridicule, thofe furelyare Lil- 
itians in philofophyi who conlider tidicule as the teft off^ 
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made a long march tbe remaining part of the day, ai 
refted at night with five hundred guards on each fide 
me, half with torches, and half with bows and arro« 
ready to (hoot me, if I fhould offer to ftir. The ne: 
morning at fun-rile we continued our march, and arriv< 
within two hundred yards of the city-gates about noo 
The Emperor, and all his court, came out to meet c 
but his great officers would by no means fuffer his Maj 
fty to endanger his pcrfon by mounting on my body. 

At the place where the carriage ftopt, there flood ; 
ancient temple, eftecmed to be the largeft in the whc 
llingdom, which, having been polluted fome years befo 
by an unnatural murder, was according to the zeal 
thofe people looked upon as profane, and therefore hi 
been applied to common ufe, and all the ornaments ai 
furniture carried away. In thb edifice it was deterraiQ< 
1 fhould lodge. The great gate, fironting to the nortl 
was abont four feet high, and almoft two feet wid 
through which I couW cafily creep. On each fide of tl 
gate was a fmall window^ not above fix inches from d 
ground : into that on the lef^ fide the King's fmith coi 
veyed fourfcore and eleven chains, like thofe that hai 
to a lady's watch in Europe^ and aimoft as large^ whic 
were locked to my left leg with fix and thirty padlock 
Over-againft this temple, on the other fide of the gre 
highway, at twenty, feet difbnce, there was a turret i 
Icaftfivc feet high. Here the Emperor afccadtd wi( 
aany principal lords of his court to have an opportunii 
of viewing me, as I was told, for I oouldT not fee then 
■It was reckoned, that above an hundred thoufand inhab 
tants came out of the town upon the fame errand ; am 
In fpite ofmy guards, T believe, there could not be fe^ 
er than ten thoufand at feveral times, who mounted m 
body by the help of ladders. But a prochmatidn wi 
loon iflued to forbad it upon paiii of dfeath. Whfen tl 
workmen found it was impofilble for me to break loof 
they cut all the firings that bound' me ; \vhereupon I ro: 
«p with as melancholy a difpofition, as ever T had in m 
life. But the noife and aiironifhment of the people i 
feeing mi^rife and walk are iK>t to be exprefled. Tfc 
chains, that held my left leg, wereiibout two yards loo| 
sad gave ac SQlonly tficUbertj of walking back ware 

"IB 
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>rwards in a lemickcie; but being fixed within four 
I of the gate, allowed me to cxeep w, and lie at my 
ngth in ^e temple* 

CHAP- rr. 

^.mperor of LiUipufy attended by fever al of the no* 
tyy comes to fee the author in his confinement. The 
feror*s perfon and habit defcrihed. Learned men 
ointed to teach the author their language. He 
ns favour by his mild dijpofition^ His pockets arc 
rched, and bis fuiord and piftols taken from him. 

THEN I found myfdf on my feet, I looked about 
me, and mnft confefs I never beheld a more en* 
ning profpedt. The country around appeared Uke a 
lued garden^ and the iacloted fields^ which were ge- 
y forty feet fquare, reiembled io muif beds of 
rs. The(e fields were intermingled with woods of 

ftang*, and the tailed trees, as I could judge, apr 
1 to be (even feet high. I viewed the town on my 
ind, which looked liLs the painted fcene of. a city ia . 
trc. 

lad been (br^ foroe ho»r» extremely prefled by the 
ities of nature ;: which was no wonder, it being aU 
two days (mce I had laft difbnrdened mvfelf. I was 
great difficttltie» between urgency ai^ (name. The 
xpedient L could think on,^ was* to «reep into my 
, which I accordingly did ; and (hutting the gate 
ne, I wen^asiar as the length of my chain would 
» and difcharged my body of that uneafy load. But 
fas the only time I was e^iEer guilty of fo uncleanly 
tion ; for which 1 caanot bui hope ifae candid reader 
ive fome allowance^, after^ he hath maturely and iA- 
iiy confidexedroy cafe^.and the dlflrefs I was i». 

this time my conOfant practice wgt,'as foon as I 
to perform that bufinefs in open^HW at the fpli ex- 
if my chaiii ; and due care was takoa every ifiorningy 
t company came^ that the ofifendve xptitter (hbolil 

J(aii\$ apokerfcrcb; ilsfc^i&ttaadiAhaUi Ua'wkcta 
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\ft carried of in wheel-barrows by two fervants af 
ibr that purpofc. I would not have dwelt fo long 
jcircumflpce, that perhaps at firft fight may apf 
veyy momentous, if I had not thought it nece 

«ftify my charadler in point of cleanlinefs to the 
bicb I am told fome of my maligners have been 
upon thjs and other occadons, to call in queQion 
.\|^)en this adventure was at an end, I came b 
o^n^ houfe, haying occaCon for frefh air. The I 
wa» already defc^nded from the tower, and advar 
h'orfe-back towards mc, which had like to have < 
dftar; for thebeaft, though very well trained, yet 
xSkKed to fuch a fight, which appeared as if a m 
moved before him, reared up on his hinder feet : 
prince, who is an excellent Iwrfenian, kept his I 
hfs attendants ran in, and held the bridle, while : 
je(lj!»had time to difmoant. When he alighted, 
veyedtne roand with great admiration ;. but kept 
the length '0f my chain. He ordered his cooks i 
Ifcrs, who were already prepared, to give me vi<ft 
drink, vch they pufhed fpflHird in a (brt of 
l9)K>n wheels, till I could rea^h them. I took tl 
hides, and (kfin iemptied -•them all ; twenty of the 
filled with moat^ond ten with liquor; each of th( 
tfflTorded me^JtV^Q-or tltree good mouthfuls ; and I 
the liquor ofVtH V6(lels, wliich was contained in 
^ds, into oiie vehick^ drinking it off at a draugh 
lb I did with t)* r^. ..The Emprefs, and young 
Cff the blood ^oT'botlflexes, attended by many lad 
«t fome Sfftincc in theiKchairs ; but upon the-. 
tbftt happened to the Emfjwror^ horfe, they aligh 
cftme near His perfon, which I am now going to c 
He is taller by aimod the breadth of my nail, t 
of his court, which alone is enough to ftrike an z 
the beholders. His features are (Irong and mo 
with an Auftrian lip and arched no(e, hit comple 
Kve, his countenance eredl, his body and'Kmbs w 
|lorti6ned, all his motions graceful, and his dep< 
majcftic. He was then patl his prime, being twen 
years and three quarters old, of which he had rei 
bout feveoin great felicity, and generally vi(5lorioi 
tike betterconvenieace of beboidixighim I lay on i 
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to that my face was parallel to his^ and he flood but 
three yards off: however, I have had hkn fince many 
times in my hond^ and therefore cannot be deceived in 
the defcription. His drefs was very plain and fimple, 
and the fafhion of it between the ^Jiatic and the Euro- 
fcan .' but he had on his bead a light helmet of gold^ ar 
domed with jewels, and a plume on the crcfl. He held" 
liis fword drawn in his hand to defend himfelf^ iff Oiould 
iiappen to break loofe f ; it was almod three inches long ; 
the hilt and fcabbard were gold enriched* with diamonds. 
His voice was (hrili, but very clear and articulate, and I 
could difliDiflly hear k, when I flood up. The ladies and 
courtiers were all moft magnificently clad, fo that the 
(pot they flood upon feemcd to refemble a petticoat 
(pread on the ground, embroidered with figures of gold 
and fiJver. His imperial majefly (poke often to me, and I 
retorned anfwers ; but neither of us could underfland a 
fyliahie. There were feveral of his priefls and lawyers 
ftcfeai^ (at I conjcAured by their habits) who were com- 
numded to addreis tbemfelves to me,, and I fpoke to them- 
in as many languages as I had the leafl fmat^ring of, 
which were HigA and Law Dutch, Latin, Ftinch, Spa* 
mfhj ItaUauy and Lingua Franca ; but all to no purpolc. 
After about two hours the court retired, and I was left 
with a ftrong guard to prevent the impertinence^ and pro* 
bably the m^ice of the rabble^ who were very impatient 
to crowd about me as near as they durft, and (bme of 
riwra bad the impudence to (hoot tl^tr arrows at me, as 
I (at on the ground by the door or my houfe, whereof 
one very narrowly miflTed my left eye. But the colonel 
wdered fix of tl)e ring-leaders to be feized, and thought 
BO ponifhmcnt fo proper, as to deliver them bound into 

t The mafculinc ftrcngth of features, which Gulliver could 
aoi fee, till he laid his face upon the ground ; and the awful 
fuperiority of Aature in a being, whom he held in his hand ; the 
heimet, the plume, and the fword, are a fine reproof of hu* 
Ban pride; the objeds of which are trifling diftindlions, whe- 
Iher of perfon or rank ; the ridiculous parade and oftentation 
•fa pigmy, which derive not only their origin, but their ufe, 
from the folly, weakocis, aad imperfeflign of ourfelves and o- 
tbcn. Uawkef^ 
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my hands, \vhich fome of his foldiers acco 
puihing them forwards with the but-cnds of 
into my reach : «I took them all on my righ 
five of them into my coat- pocket, and as to 
^^ttade a countenance as if I would eat hhn 
J)oor man fqualled terribly, and the colonel 
cers were in much pain, elpecially when tl 
take out my penknife: but I foon put t 
fear; for, looking mildly, an^d immediately 
firings he was hound with, I fet him gently on 
and away he ran. I treated the red in the fi 
taking them one by one out of my pocket ; a 
ed both the foldiers and people were highly 
this mark of my clemency, which was rcpr 
much to my advantage at court. 

To\#rds nighrl got wfth fome difficulty in 
wherel lay on the ground, and continued to 
a fortjugfir; during which time the Emperoi 
to hjpl iU>ed prepared for me. Six hundred 
commoB zneaiare were brought in carriages, 
Iff in nqthoufe ; an hundred smd fifty of the) 
together, made up the breadth and length 
were four double, which however kept me 
differently from the hardnefs of the floor, 
finooth (lone. By the fame d>mputation tl 
me with (heets, blankets, and coverlets, tde 
for one, who hod been fo long inured to har< 

As the news of my arrival fpread throi 
dom, . it brought prodigious numbers of ri< 
curious people to fee me ; fo that the vilk 
iDoft emptied'; and great neglevH; of tillage : 

* Gulliver has obfcrved great cxaftnefs in th( 
t!on and appearances of the feveral obje£!s thu 
magnified. But he dwells too much upon thefe 
tions. The mind is tired with a repetition of th 
as he points out no beauty nor ufe in fuch amazi 
which might have been fo continued as to hav' 
provementy at the fame time that they gave af!c 
too often (hews an indelicacy that is not agreeal 
His vein of humour moft improperly in fome pi 
amaiiraid, he ghmccs at religion. Orrery^ 
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nraft kcive enfued^ if his Imperial MaJcHy had not 
ed by feveral proclamations and orders of flate a-, 
this iajnnveniency. He ditedted^* that thofe, who 
read]if|held mc, (hould rtturn home^ and not pre- 
ocome within fifty yards of my hpufe^ without H* 
from court ; whereby the fecretaries of ftate got 
stable fees. 

he mean- time, the Emperor held frequent councils 
ate^ what courfe fhould be taken with me ; and I 
terwards afTured by a particular friend, a perfon of 
[uality, who was as much in the (ecret as any, that 
•ort was under many difficulties concerning me« 
apprehended my breaking loo(e ; that my diet 

be very expenOve, and migiit caufe a famine, 
mes they determined to ftarve me, or at lead to 
me in the face and hands with poifoned arrows^ 
vould foon difpatch me ; but again they confider- 
t the ftench of fo large a carcafe might produce 
e in the metropolis, and probably fpread through 
3le kingdom. In the midft of thefe confultations^ 
officers of the army went to the door of the great 
-chamber, and two of them being admitted, gave 
»unt of my behaviour to the fix criminals above- 
led^ which made fo favourable an impredion ia 
afl of his Majefty, and the whole board, inmybe« 
lat an Imperial commiflion was ifTued out, oblige 

the viUages nine hundred yards round the city to 
in every morning fix beeves^ forty fheep, and o- 
Eluals for my faftenance ; together with a propor- 
e quantity of bread and wine, and other liquors ; 
due payment of which his majefty gave ailignmentf 
is trealury. For this prince lives chiefly upon his 
imefneSj feldom, except upon great occafions, raif- 
^ fubfidies, upon his fubje^s^ who are bound to at- 
m in his wars at their own expence. An eltabliHi* 
^8 alfo made of fix hundred perfons to -be my do- 
p who had board-wages allowed for tli^ir main- 
;, and tents built for them very conveniently on 
le of my door. It was likewife ordered, that three 
d taylors (hould make m^% fuit of doaths after 
lion of the country : that fix of bis majefiy 's gre^* 
^9 ihould be employed to inOtcufit m^ \ti ^^[leA 
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4jngu9ge : and laflly, that the Emperor's horfes, and tb 
of the nobility, and troops of guards, fhould be freqaen 
exercifed in my (ight tcf accuftom themfelVes to me. 
thele orders were duly put in execution, and in ab( 
three weeks I made a great progrefs in learning tt 
language ; during which time the Empci'or frcquct 
honoured me with his vifits, and was pleafed to aflift 
makers in teaching me. We began already to convc 
together in fome fort ; and the firft words I leayit w 
to exprefs my defire, that he would pleafe to give me 
Jiberty, which I every day repeated on my knees. 1 
anfwer, as I could apprehend it, was, that this mod 
« work t)f time, not to be thought on without the adi 
of his council, and that firft I muft lumos kslmin f 
dtfmar Ion empofo ; that is, fwear a peace with tiim i 
bis kingdom. However, that I (hould be ufed with 
Aindnefs ; and ^e advifcd roe to acquire by my patie 
and difcreet behaviour, the good opinion of himfclf i 
Ills fubje^s. He defired I would not take itifl, if he g 
orders to certain proper officers to fearch me ; for pre 
bly I might carry about me feveral weapons, which n 
iieeds be dangerous things, if tfeey anfwered the bull 
tfb prodigious a perfon. I (aid, his majefty (hould be A 
fied ; for I was ready to Itrip myfelf, and turn up 
pockets before him. This I delivered, part in words, i 
part in figns. He replied, that by the laws of the ki 
dom I muft be fearched bv two of his officers ^ thai 
knew this could not be done without my conient j 
affiftance ; thac he had fo good an opinion df my gene 
Hty and juftice, as to truft their perfons in my hands : t 
tirhatever they took from me, (hould be returned wl 
\ left the country, or paid for at the rate which I wo 
fet upon them. I took up the two officers jn my ban 
put them firft into my coit-pockets, and then into cv 
-other pocket about me, except my two fobs, and ario* 
fecret pocket, which 1 had no mind fliould be fearch 
therein Fhad fome little necefTanes, that were of no o 
lequcnce to any but myfelf. In one of my fobs there i 
a filver watch, and in the other a fmal! quantity of g 
in a purfe. Thcfe gendemen, having pen, ink, and pa 
about them, made an exaft inventory pf every til 
€h£jrf^w; md, wfaea they had donci deCred I wo 
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let tbem down^ that they might cieliyer it to the pjiipe* 
Tor. This invenrory I afterwards tranflated into £ug« 
lilh, and is word for word as foJlows : 

Imprimis f In the right coat-pocket of the greAt man* 
mountain (for fo I interpret the words ^inhns fleftmi) 
•fter the ftridefl: iearch we found only one great piece of 
coarfe cloth, large enough to be a foot-cloth for your 
Majelly's chief room of (late. In the left pocket we Taw 
m huge diver cheft, with a cover of the famemetal^ which 
we the fearchers were not able to lift. We defired it 
(hould be opened, and one of us ftepping into it, found 
binielf up to the mid leg in a fort of dufl, feme pari 
whereof flying up to our faces, fet us both a fneezing for 
ieveral times together. In his right waiftcoat-pockct wc 
found a prodigious bundle of white thin fubdanccs, fold- 
ed one over another, about the bigncfs of three men, tied 
witli a llrong cable, and marked with black figures ; whick 
wc humbly conceive to be writings, every letter almoft 
half as large«as the palm of our hand^. In the left there 
was a fort of engine, from the back of which were ex- 
tended twenty long poles, refembi ng the palifadoes be- 
Ibre your Majefty's court; wherewith we conjeilurc 
the man^mountain combs his head ; for we did not al- 
ways trouble him with qucdions, bccaufe we found it 
.a great difficulty to make him underftand us. In the 
large pocket on the right fide of his miJdIe cover (fo I 
tranflate the word Ranfu-lo^ by which they meant my 
lireeches) we (aw a hollow pillar of iron, about the 
length of a man, fattened to a (bong piece of timber, 
larger than the pillar ; and upon or.e fide of the pillar 
were "hage pieces of iron fticking out, cut into ftrange fi- 
intSy which we know not what to make of. In the left 
•pocket another engine of the fame kind. In the fmaller 
.pocket on the right fide were ievtral round fiat pieces of 
■iWtc and red metal of different bulk ; fonie of the white, 
•lUch feemed tobefilver, were To large .nd heavy, that 
*y comrade and I could hardly lift them, fn the left 
^j podtet were two black pillars irrrpularly fliapcd : we 
^.; mid not without di/Hculty reach the top of them as 
,^ -Ittibod fft the bottom of his pocket. One of them was 
}^ ^filKifld, and feemed all of a piece: but at the u\i^ettwd 
^; tf tbe'other there appeared a white rouad CuUUnct^ofcwV 
V^u IV. G V«V3fc 
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^ twice the bignefs of our heads. Within each of thel 
inclofed a prodigious plate of (leel ; which^ by our o 
we obliged him to (hew us^ becaufe we apprchendec 
inieht be dangerous engines. He took them out of 
.cafeSy and told us^ that in his own country his pi 
was to (have his beard with one of thefe. and to c 
meat with the other. There were two pockets, whi 
could not enter : thefe he called ht s fobs ; they wei 
large flits cut into the top of his middle coyer 
fqueezed dole by the preflTure ^f his belly. Out c 
right fob hung a great (liver chain with a wonderfu 
of engine at the bottom. We dire^ed him to dra 
whatever was at the end of that chain ; which ap); 
to be a globe, half filver, and half of fome tranf 
metal : for on the tranfparent fide we faw certain { 
figures circularly drawn, and thought we could 
them, ttU we found our fingers flopped by that luci 
-ftance. He put this engine to our ears, which mt 
incelTant noile-^Uke that of a water-mill : and we a 
,ture it is either fcmie unknown animal, or the god t1 
worfliips ; but we are more inclined to the latter op 
becaufe he afTured us (if we <URderflood him right, 
expreflTed himfelf very imperfeAly) that he fcldo 
any thing without confulting it. He called it his c 
and faid it panted < out the time far every adlion 
life*. From the left -fob he took out a net almoft 
.enough for a fifherman, but contrived to open am 
"Jike a purfe, and (erved himfor the lame ufe : we 
therein (cveral mafly pieces of yellow metal, whi 
.they be real gol4, muft be of immenfe value. 

Having thus, in obedience to your Majefty's 
mands, £ligently fearched all his pockets, we ob 
a girdle about his waift, made of the hide of fomi 
,<ligious animal, from which on the left (ide hung a 
olthe length of five men ; and oa the right a b 
.pouch divided into two cells, each cell capable of 
,ding three of your Majefty's fubjeftt . In one of thef 

f" Perhaps the author intended to expofc the probable 
of opinions derived from the relations of travellers, bji 
ing, how little truth need to bc mifundcrftood 10 majtf 
Mod fpcciQ\lS4 Umnkef, 
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verefeveral globes, or balls, of a mod ponderous metal^ 
ibout the bignefs of our heads,- and reouired a flrong 
band to lift them : the other cell contained a heap of cer- 
t>in black grains^ but of no great bulk or weight, for we 
coold hold abpve fifty of them in the palms of our hands. 
f This is an exaft inventory of what we found about the 
,J body of the man'mountatn, who ufed us with great ci- 
3.: ^y, and due refpedl to your Majefty's commiffion; 
..; ^Sncdandfealed, oA the fourth day of the eighty -ninth 
.1 Boon of your Majefty'saufpicious reign. - 
".. , c * Clefrin Freloc^ Marfi Freloc. 

^' When this inventory was read over to the Emperor, 
r.|C ^ ^"'cfied me, -although 10 very gentle terms, tode- 
zir.- jf^'*',^ the feveral particulars. He firfl: called for my 
jr Myniiier, which I took out, fcabbard and all. In the mean 
j/ tune he ordered three thoufand of his choiceft troops 
cii- (*^ then -attended him) to furround me at a diftance, 
Tc::'- ^''j^ their i)0W8 and arfows juft ready to difcharge : but 
C-" ^^IWootobferveit, for mine eyes were wholly foced up- 
fi' 00 bii Majefty. He then defired me to drdw my fcymiter, 
^^.* vUdi^ although- it had got fome rufi by the fea-water^ 
p winmoft parts exceeding bright. I did fo, and imme' 
c:. «tciy all the troops gave a (hout between terror and fur- 
r^ f^ ; for the fun- fhene clear, and the refledlion dazzled ' 
■:. Aeir eyes, as I waved the Scymiter to aixd fro in my hand. 
:; Rii Majefty, who is a molt magnanimous prince j:, Was 
• fcfi daunted than I could expdl ; he ordered me to re- 
. t&rn it into the fcabbard, and ca(l It on the ground as 
.! I°^yasl could, about fix feet from the end of my 
chain. The next thing he demanded, was one of the hoi- 
-low iron pillars ; by which he meant my pocket -pi ftols. 
I drew it out, and, at his defire, as well as I could, ex* 
•; Jtfeffed to him the u(e of it y and charging it only with 
3 powder, which by the clofenefs of my pouch happened 
Joefcape wetting in the fea (an inconvenience againft 

t He who does not find bimfelf difpofftd to honour this 
Bignanimity fliould refle£l, that aright to judge of moral and 
iotdlcAual excellence is, with great abfurditj and injullice, ar- 
iQgated by him who admires, in a being fix feet high, any 
pities that he dcfpifes in one, whofe ftature does not exceed 
WiBcbcs. lUwkef 

Cil *«\&dEi 
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which all prudent mariners take fpecial care fO provide) 
1 firll cautioned the Emperor not to be afraid^ and then I 
let it off in the air. I'he aflonifhment here wai mdch 
greater than at the fight of my fcymiter. Handreds fell 
doivn, as if they had been (lr6ck dead } and even the 
Emperor, although he flood his irround, could not reco- 
ver hirafelf in fome time. 1 delivered up both my piftoU 
in the fame manner, as 1 had done my fcyn»ter, and theft 
my pouch of powder and bullets ; begging him that the 
former mi^ht be kept from fire, for it would kiridlcrwith 
the fnjalleft fpark, and blow up his imperial palace into the 
air. I likewife delivered up my watch, which the Emperor 
was very curious to fte, and commanded two of hift tai- 
led yeomen of the guards, to bear it on a pole apon their 
[houlders, as dray-men in England do a barrel of alei 
He was amazed at the continual noife it made, and the me^ 
tlon of the minute-hand, which he could eafily diicem; 
ibr their fight is much more acute than ours :- h^ a%M 
the opinions of his learned men about it, which were Ya^ 
rious and remote, as the reader may wdl iiiiagine'wMM 
my repeating ; although indeed I could not very peifsftfy 
underftand them. I then gave up my filver aiid eofp^ 
money, my purfe with nine large pieces of gold, and-ioiiifc 
fmaller ones ; my knife and razor, my comb atid filvti 
fnufF-hox, my handkerchief and jourrial-book. Myicy** 
miter, piftols, and" pouch were conveyed in canriigei' to 
Jiis Majerty's flores; but the reft of rty goods wcte rifi^ 
turned me. 

I had, as I before obferved, one private poAet, whidi 
cfcaped their fearch, wherein there was a- pair oftpct' 
tacles (which 1 fometimes ufe for the weaknefs of ihiilt 
eyes) a poclitt perfpedtive, and fome other litile convrf* 
niencies ; which being of no confequence to the Emperoi', 
I did not think myielf bound in honour to difcover, and 
I apprehended they might be loft or Ipoilcd, if I vcnttinifld 
them out Qf my poiTeiEoD. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Tie author diverts the Emperor aiidh'ts nobiUty ofboihfexef 
in a very uncommon manner. The diver fions of the 
court ofLilllput defcrihed. The author hath his liber tjf 
granted him upon certain conditions. 

MY gentlenefs and good behaviour had gained fb 
far on the Emperor and his court, and indeed up- 
on the army, and people in general, that I began to con- 
ceive hopes of getting my liberty in a fhort time. I took 
all pofGble methods to cultivate this favourable difpoflti- 
on. The natives came by degrees to be lefs apprehenlive 
of any danger from me. I would fometimes lie down, 
tnd let five or fix of them dance on my hand : and at lafk 
the boys and girls would venture to come and play at 
hide and (eek in my hair. I bad now made a good pro- 
pefs in nnderdanding and fpeaking their language The 
Emperor had a mind one day to entertain me with feveral 
fif the country (hows, wherein they exceed all nations I 
kave known, both for dexterity and magnificence. I was 
diverted with none fo much, as that of the rope-dan-* 
cers, performed upon a flender white thread, extended 
ibout two feet and twelve inches from the ground. Up- 
on which I dull defire liberty, with the reader's patience, , 
to enlarge a little. 

This diverfion is only pra(fli(eJ by thofe perfons, who > 
Me candidates for great employments, and high favour 
It court ^ They are trained in this art from their youth, 
^ttdare not always of noble birth, or liberal education* 
When a great office is vacant either by death or difgrace 
(?hich ^tcn happens) five or fix of thofe candidates 
petidoD the Emperor to entertain his Majcdy and the 
court with a dance on the rope, and whoever jumps the 
bigbeft without fallings fucceeds in the office. Very oftea 
the chief minifters themfelvcs are commanded to (hev/ 
Acir skill, and to convince the Emperor, that they have 
MM loll their faculty. Flimnap, the treafurer, is allowed 
t»€iit a caper on the (Irait rope at lead: an inch higher, 
IkBtaay otiMr lord in the whole empire. I have &ea Vivcn 
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do the rummerfet * feveral times together upoo fttrendf 
er, fixed on a rope, v/hich is no thicker than a Cfxnmoi 

Jmckti.read in Englind. My friend Reldl^fal, principi 
ecretary for private affairs^ is in my opinion, if I am no 
partbl, the fccond after the treafurcr; the reft ofth 
great officers are much upon a par. 

Thefe diverfions are often attended with fatal acci 
dents, whereof great numbers are on record. I myfc! 
bavc fcen two or three canditates break a limb. But th 
danger i« much greater, when the minifters themlelve 
are commanded to (hew their dexterity ; for, by contend 
ing to excel themfdves and their fellows, they ftrain 1 
far, that there is hardly one of them, who hath not r( 
ceivcd a fall, and fome of them two or three. I was ai 
fared, that a year or two before my arrival Flimna 
ivould have in^Uibly broke his neck, tt one of the King' 
cufliions, that accidentally lay on the ground, had nc 
weakened the force of his fall. 

There is likewife another diverfion-, which ts onl 
fhewn before the Emperor and Emprefs, and firft miniftc 
upon particular occafions. The Emperor lays on tfa 
table three fine filken threads of fix inches long ; one i 
blue, the other red, and the third green. Thefe thread 
are propofed as prizes for tho(e perfons, whom the En 
peror hath a mind to diftinguifh by a peculiar mark of hi 
favour. The ceremony is performed in his Majefty' 
great chamber of (late, where the canditates are to tmderg 
ll^rial of dexterity very different from- th? ^Mrmer, an 
Inch as I have not ob(erved the lea{b refemblance of i 
any other country of the old or new worId.„ The-En 
peror holds a (lick in his hands, both ends paralkl to tli 
horizon, while the candidates advancing, one by on 
fomctimes feap over the fHck, (bmetimea creep under i 
backwards and forwards feveral times, according as tb 
ftick is advanced or deprefied. Sometimes the Empero 
holds one end ofthe (lick, and his fir(^ miniAbrthe other 
fometimes the minifter has tt entirely la himiel£ Whc 
ever perfbrms his part with moft agility, and holds on 

^ Summerfbt, or iutnmerfault, a gambol of a tumbler, i 
which he fprings up, turns heels over head in the air* U 
fCfflcs (lo^a upen his feet Himthf^ 



I Deen oaiiy tea Doore me, were do longer my, oat 
come up to ray very feet without darting. The 
ivould leap them over my hand, as I held it on 
ound ; and one of the Emperor's buntiinen npoa 
re coorfer took my foot, flioe and all ; which was 
1 a prodigious leap. I had the good fortune to di« 
le Emperor one dav after a very extraordinary man* 
I defired he would order feveral ftieks of two feet 
and the thicknefs of an ordinary cane, to be brought? 
whereupon his Majefly commanded the mader of his 
I to give direAiona accordingly, and the next mom* 
I woodmen arrived with as many carriages, drawn 
;ht horfes- to each. I took nine of thefe ftickt, and 
them firmly in the ground in a quadrangular figure^ 
ret and a bcdf fquare> I took fouc other IKcks, and 
lem parallel at eacfr eomer about two feet frm tho 
d ; then I faflened my handkerchief to the nine ffidct 
:ood tre€t ; and extended tt-on all fides, till it was 
as thte top of a drum : and the four pandlel Itidkt^ 
about five inches higher than the handkerchief, ferv-^ 
ledges on each fide. When liiad- finiihed my work^ 
red the Emperor ta leta troop of his beft horfi^ 
jf-four in number, come and exercife upon thisj)lain. 
[ajefty approved of the propofal, and I took thenii 
e by one in my hands, ready mounted and armec^ 
he properofficers to exercife them* At (bon as they 
to ordeP( tfaty^ivided into two partiet^ performed 



34 GULLIVER'5 TRAVELS. 1 
in her clofe chair within two yarJs of the {lage, 
• whence fhe was ahle to take a full view of the who] 
fbrmonce It was my good fortune, that no ill ac 
kappened in thefe entertainments, only once a fiery 
that belonged to one of the captains, pawing wi 
hoof, rtruck a hole in ray handkerchief, and his foe 
ping, he overthrew his rider and himfelf ; but I in 
ately relieved them both, and covering the hole wi 
hand, I fet down the troop with the other, in th( 
manner at 1 took them up. The horfe that fe 
ftrained in the left (boulder, but the rider got n( 
and I repaired my handkerchief as well as I could ; 
ever, I would not trufl to the ftrengtb of it any ni 
fuch dangerous enterprizes. 

About two or three days before I was fet at li 
at I was entertaining the court with this kind of 
there arrived an exprefs to inform his Majedy^ thai 
of his fubjefts, riding near the place where I wa 
taken op^ had feen a great black fubdance lying < 
ground, very oddly (haped, extending its edges ro 
wide as bis Majefty's bed-chamber, and rifing up 
middle as high as a man ; . that it was no living en 
as they at firft apprehended, for it lay on the grafs 
•ut motion; and foaie of them had walked roi 
ftveral times ; that, by mounting upon each other's 
der$f they had got to the top, which was flat and 
and damping upon it, they found it was hollow w 
that they humbly conceived it might be fomething b 
iBg to the mon^mTuntain ;. and if his MajeQy p. 
they would undertake to bring it with only five 1 
Pprefently knew what they meant, and was glad ai 
to receive this intelligence. It fecms, upon my firll 
ing the (hore after our fhipwreck I was in fuch con 
thAtt before I came to the place where I went to 
piy hat, which I had fadened with a dring to m) 
while I was rowing, and had duck on all the time 
(wimming, fell off after I came to land ; the drinj 
iDODJedure, breaking by fome accident, which I nev 
ferved, but thought my hat had been loft atfea. 
treated his Imperial Majedy to give orders, it -mi] 
brought to me as foon as pofllble, defcribing to hi 
life aad the nature of it ; and the next d«y the wag] 
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irrived with it^ but not in a very good condition ; they 
bid bored two boles in the brinr within an inch and hau 
of the edge^ and faf^ened two hooks in the holes ; thefe 
books were' tied by a long cord to the harnefs^ and tbnt 
my hat was dragged along for above half an £ngliili mile ; 
bot, the grOdnd in that country being extremely finootfa 
aod levels it received lefs damage than I expeded. 

Two days after this adventure^ the Emperor having 
ordered that part of his army, which quarters in and a- 
boot his metropolis^ to be in a readinefs^ took a fancy of 
diverting himfelf in a very fingular manner. He defired I 
woM mnd like a coioffusy with my legs as far afundef 
■s I conveniently could. He then commanded his general 
(who was an old experienced leader^ and a great patron 
of mine) to draw up the troops in ciofe order^ and march 
them under me; the foot by twenty-four in a breaft, and 
the hor(e by fixteen^ with drums beatings colours flyingi 
md pikes advanced. This body confifted of three thoiw 
fold foot, and a thoufand horfe. His Majefty gave ordert, 
vpoii pain OPdeath, that every foldier in his march fhould 
lAfarve the ftrf^fcfl decency, with regard to my pcrfon ; 
iriiich, however, could not prevent fome of the younger 
^cers fnom turning up their eyes, as they pafTed' under 
me : and, to confefs the truth, my breeches were at that 
thatf in (b ill a Condition, that they afforded fome op* 
portunities for laujghter and admiration. 

I had fent- fo liiany memorials and petitions for my 
liberty, that Ms Majefty at length mentioned the matter 
iirft iii the cabinet, and then in a full council ; where it 
was oppoied by none, except Skyrefh Bolgolam, who 
was pleaicd, without any provocation, to be my mortal 
enemy. But it was earned againft him by the whole board, 
and confirmed by the Emperor. That minifler was gal' 
fcf, or admiral of the realm, very much in his maftcr't 
confidence, and a perfon well verfed in affairs, but of a 
ihorofe and four complexion. However, he was at length 
feifnaded to comply ; but prevailed that the articles and 
conditions upon which I fhould be fet free, and to which I 
auft fwear, fhould be drawn up by himfelf. Thefe articles 
terc brooght to me by Skyrefh Bolgolam in perfon, at- 
tended by two under-fecretaries, and feveral perfons of 
4i&iQ£ttoa. After the/ were read, 1 was demanded lo 

Cvie»c 
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Iwear to the perfomiance of them ; firft in the manner of \ 
my own country, snd afterwards in the method prefcrib* }ji 
tihy their laws, which was to hold my right foot in my |' 
left handy and to place the middle finger of my right \. 
hand on the crown wf my head, and my thumb on the h. 
tip of my right ear. But becaufb the reader may be cu* y- 
rious to have foroe idea'of the ftyle and manner of ex* 
predion peculiar to that people^ as weU as to know the 
articles upon which I recovered my liberty, I haye made 
« tranflation of the whole inftrument^.word for word, as 
near as I was able, which I here offer to the public. 

Goiia/lo Momaren Evlame Curdilo Shefin MnJfy Ul- 
Ij Guij Moft Mighty Emperor oF Lilliput, delight and 
terror of the univerfe, whojfe dominions extend five thon* 
fand iluftru^s (aboat twelve miles in circumference) to 
the extremities of the globe ; monarch of all monarchs^ 
taller than the fons of men ; whofe feet^ prefs down t9 
the center, and whofe head flrikes againfl the fun ; at 
whofc nod the princes of the earth (hake their knees ; 

Jileafant as the fpring, comfortable as the fnmmer, frnit* 
ul as autumn, dreadful as winter. His Mod Sublime 
Majefly propofeth to the man'mountain^ lately arrived 
at our celeftial dominions, the following articles^ which 
by a folemn oath he (hall be obliged to perform. J 

ifl^ The man'mountain (hall not depart from our do- I 
minions, without our licence under our great feal. 

2^, He (hall not prefiime to come into our metropoUl 
without our exprefs order ; at which time the inhabitants 
ihall have two hours warning to keep within doors. 

3^, The faid man'mouniain (hall confine his walks to 
our principal high roads, and not offer to walk or li^ 
down in a meadow or field of corn. 

i^thf As he walks the faid roads, he (hall take the ut« 
moft care not to trample upon the bodies of any of onr 
loving fubjedls, their hories, or carriages, nor take any 
of our fubjedls into his hands without their own con(ent 

^tby If an exprefs' requires extraordinary difpatch, the 
ptan-mountain (hall be obliged to carry in his pocket the 
melfenger and horfe a fix days journey once in every 
moon, and return the faid me^enger back (if fo required) 
iafe to our Imperial prcfence. 

6iis He (hall be our ally againft our enemies in the 

iflani- 
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Qand of Blefufcu*^ and do his utmoft to deftroy thdr 
leet^ which is nowpreparing to invade us. 

^th^ That the uid man-mountain (hall, at his timet 
>f ieifure, be aiding and aflifting to our woricmen, in help- 
ing to raife certain great flones, towards covering the waB 
Dtthe principal park, and other our royal buildings. 

^thj That the faid man^mountain fhall^ in two moont 
time, deliver in an exadt furvey of the circumference of 
oar dominionsj by a computation of his own paces round 
the coaft. 

Laftly^ That upon his folemn oath to obferve all the 
above articles^ the faid man-mounta'm (hall have a daily 
allowance of meat and drink fufGcient for the fupport of 
ii724 of our fubje^s^ with f¥ee.accefs to our royal per- 
fon^ and other marks of our favour. Given at our palace 
At Beifaborac^ the twelfth day of the ninety-firft mooa 
of our reign. 

I fwore and fubfcribed to thefe articles with great 
chearfulnefs and content, although fome of them were 
not fo honourable as I could have wifhed ; which proceed- 
ed wholly from the malice of Skyrefli Bolgolam, the high 
admiral ; whereupon my chains were immediately unlock- 
ed, and I was at full liberty. The Emperor himfelf^ in 
.perfon, did me the honour to be by at the whole cere- 
jnony. I made my acknowledgments by proftrating my- 
feif at his majedy's feet : but he commanded me to rife ; 
and after many gracious exprelGons, which^ to avoid the 
^enliire of vanity, I (hall not repeat, he added^ that he 

hoped I (hould prove a ufefiil fervant, and well deferve 
,all the favours he had already conferred upon me, or 

might do for the future. 
The reader may pleajfe to obferve, that, in the laft 

article for the recovery of my liberty, the Emperor fti- 

pulates to allow me a quantity of meat and drink fuffi- 

^ In his defcription of Lilliput, the author feems to hare 
had England more immediately in view. In his defcription of 
Blefufcu he fecms to intend the people and kingdom of France. 
Yet the allegory between thefe nations is frequently intcrrupt- 
•cd, riod fcarce any where complete. Several juft flrokes of fa- 

^ ^tifc are fcattered here and the(c upon errors in the QQvAaSX. ^ 

' •^HT gavernmcut- Orrery, 



Siss& 



30 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Parti, 
cieat for the fupport of 1724 Lilliputians. Somedflol^ 
after asking a friend at court, how they came to fix ob 
that determinate number ; he told me, that his Majefty*s 
inathematicians having taken the height of my body by 
the help of a quadrant^ and finding it to exceed theirs ia 
the proportion of twelve to one, they concluded, from the 
iimilarity of their bodies, that mine mud contain at leaft 
■1724 of theirs, and confequently would require as ijnuch 
food as was necefTary to fupport that number of Lillipu- 
tians. By which the reader may conceive an idea of the 
ingenuity of that people, as well as the prudent and 
.C3U<5t oeconomy of fo great a prince. 

CHAP. IV. 

Mildendoj the metropolis of Ltll\pnty defcrihd^ together 
with the Emperor^s palace. A converfation 6etiueeM 
the author and a principal fccretary, ancerning the 
affairs of that empire. The author^ s offers to ferve thi 
Emperor in his wars. 

THE firft reqneft I made, after T had obtained my 
liberty, was, that I might have licence to fee Mit 
dendo, the metropolis ; which the Emperor eafily gran^ 
cd me, but with a fpecial charge to do no hurt either to | 
the inhabitants or their houfes. The people had notice 
by proclamation, of my defign to vifit the town. The wall, 
which cncompafled it, is two feet and a half high, and al 
leaft eleven inches broad, fb that a coach and horfes may 
be driven very fafely round it ; and it is flanked with 
ftrong towers at ten feet diftance. I ftept over the great 
Wftftern gate, and palTed very gently, and (ideling, through 
the two principal ftreets, only in my fhort waifl-coar, 
for fear of damaging the roofs and eaves of the houfes 
with the skirts of my coat. I walked with the utmoft 
circumfpedlion to avoid treading on any ftragglers, wh© 
might remain in the ftreets ; although the orders were 
very ftrift, that all people fhould keep in their houfes it 
their own peril. The garret- windows and tops of houfes 
were fo crowded with fneAators, that I ti nought in all my 
travels I had not feen a more populous place. The city 
<U m exa^ fquare^ each fide ot the wall being five hai^ 
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:t Jong. The two great ftreet^, which run cro(s 
ide it into four quarters, arc ^ve feet wide. The 
id alleys, which Icould not enter, but only v!ew» 
1 as I palled, are from twelve to eighteen inches, 
wn is capable of holding five hundred thoufand 
the houies are from three to five ftories : the (hops 
rkets well provided. 

Emperor's palace is in the center of the city, where 
» great (Ircets meet. It is inclofcd by a waH of 
;t high, and twenty feet diftance from the build- 

had his majefty's permiffion to ftep over this wall; 
! fpace being fo wide between that and the palace, 

eafily view it on every fide^ The outward court 
lare of forty feet, and includes two other courts : 
nraoft are the royal apartments, which I was very 
s to fee, but found it extremely difficult ; for the 
rates, from one fquare into another, were but 
1 inches high, and feven inches wide. Now the 
TS of the outer court were at lead five feet high, 
was impoffible for me to ftride over them without 

damage to the pile, though the walls were ftrong- 
: of hewn (lone, and four inches thick. At the 
me the Emperor had a great defire, that 1 (hould 

magnificence of his palace; but this I was not 

do till three days after, which I fpent in cutting 
vith my knife fome of the largeft trees in the royal 
ibout an hundred yards dilhince from the city. 
!fe trees I made two (tools, each about three 
jh, and ftrong enough to bear my weight. The 

having received notice a fecond time, 1 went a- 
rougli the city to the palace, with my two (tools 
hands. When I came to the fide of the outer 

I (tood upon one (tool, and took the other in mf 

this I lifted over the roof, and gently fet it down 
t fpace between the firft and the fecond court, 
was eight feet wide. I then (tept over the build- 
ry conveniently from one (tool to the other, and 
ip the firft after me with a hooked (tick. By this 
ranee I got into the inmoft court ; and, lying dowft 
ny fide, I applied my face to the windows of the 
J ftories, which were left open on purpofe, and 
ered the mod (plendid apartments iV\2lX. eati ^ 



40 GULLIVER^s TRAVELS. Part L 

imagined. There I fliw the Emprefs and the young princei 
in their feveral lodgings with their chief attendants about 
them. Her Imperial Majefty was pleafed to fmile very 
gracioufly upon me, and gave me out of the window her 
hand to kifs. 

But I (hall not anticipate the reader with farther de« 
fcripiions of this kind, becaufe I referve ^hem for t 
greater work, which is now almoA ready for the prefs^ 
.containing a general defcription of this empire, from itt 
fird ere(^ion through a l^ng ferics of princes, with a par- 
ticular account of their wars and politics, laws, learvBg, 
and religion, their plants.and animals, their peculiar roan- 
tiers and cuiloms, with i»ther matters very curious ani 
ufeful ; my chief dedgn at prefent being only to relate 
ilich events and tranfa(5tions, as happened to the public 
x>r to myfclf, during a rcfidence of about nine months ii 
4hat empire. 

One morning, about a fortnight after I had obtained 
my liberty, Rddrefal, principal fecretary (as they flile 
Jiim) for private iiffairs, came to my houfe, attended only 
.by one fervant. He ordered his coach to wait at a di- 
ilance, and dedred I would give him an hour's audience ; 
'^hich I readily confentcd to, on account of his quality 
imd perfonal merits, as well as of the many good ofiices 
he bad done me during my folicitations at court. I of* 
iercd to lie down, that he' might the more conveniently 
xeach my ear ; but he chofe rather to let me hold bira 
in my hand during our converfation. He began with com- 
.plimcnts on my liberty ; faid, he might pretend to fomc 
xncTit in it : but however added, that, if it had not been for 
ihe prefent (ituation of things at court, perhaps I might 
not have obtained it fo foon. For, faid he, asflourifliing 
ja condition as we may appear to be in to foreigners, wc 
Jabour under two mighty evils ; a violent fadion at hom^ 
and the danger of an invafion by a moft potent enemy from 
.abroad. As to the firft, you are to underftand, that for , 
.above feventy moons paft there have been two (bru^gling 
parties in this empire, under the names of Trameckfuii 
.and Slameckfan% from the high and low beels of theif 

fhoctf 

^ High^Cburcb and Low- Church, or TTbig and Tory, As erery 
MCQiddaal difirmc between man and man, ia perfon and cur- 
^ ■cumftaoce^ 
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, by which they difliuguifli themfelves. It is alledgf- 
dced, that the high heels are moffc agreeable to our 
nt conftitution ; but, however this be, his Majeftjr 
determined to mike ufe only of low heels iti the ad- 
tration of the government, and all offices in the gift 
! crown, as you cannot but obferve ; and particular- 
»at his Majefty's Imperial heels are lower at Icaft by 
T than any of his court {drurr is a meafure about 
•urtecnth pai%ef an inch.) The animofiries between 
two parties run fo high, that they will neither eat 
rink, nor talk with each other. We compute the 
eckfan, or high-heels, to exceed us in number ; but 
iwer is wholly on our fide. W^ apprehend bis im- 

highnefs, the heir to the crown^ to have fome ten- 
towards the high-heels; at leaft, we can plainly 

er, that one of his heels is higher than the other,,. 

gives him a hobble in his gate. Now, in the midfV 
fe intefline difquiets, we are threatened with an in- 
1 from the ifland of Blefufcu, which' *i^ the other 
rmpire of the univerfe^ almoft as large and power- 

this of his Majefly. For as to what we have heard 
fErm, that there are other kingdoms and ftates ia 
>rld, inhabited by human creatures as large as your- 
)ur philofophcrs are in much doubt, and would ra- 
onjedture that you dropped firom the moon, or,^ne 

flars ; becaufe it is certain, that an huiidred mortals 
jr bulk, would in a fhort time deQroy all the fruits 
ittle of hjs Majefty's dominions : befides^ our hHlo- 
f fix thoufand moons make no mention of any o* 
egions, than the two great empires of Lilliput and 
cu. Which two mighty powers have, as I was gO'^ v 

• tell you, been engaged in a moft obftinate war for 
d thirty moons paft. It began upon the- following 
on : it is allowed on all hands, that the primitive 
>f breaking eggs, before we eat tf5emj was upon the 

• end ; but his prefent Majefty's grand-father, while 
18 a boy, going to eat an egg, and breaking it ac- 

locesi is bj this work rendered extrcniely contemptible; 
ecuUtive differetxes arc Ihewn to be equally ridiculous,^ 
the zeal, with which they arc oppofcd and defended, t«o 
exceeds their importance. 
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cordiDg to the ancient pradlice^ happened to cut one 
his fingers. W hereupon the Emperor, his father^ publU 
cd an edi^t, commanding all his fiibjedsi upon great p 
nalties, to break the finaller end of their eggs. The peop 
fo highly refented this law^ that our hiftories tell us^ the 
have been Gx rebellions failed on that account , whei 
jn one Emperor loft his life^ and another his crow 
Thefe civil commotions were conftantly fomented by t 
monarchs of Blefufcu ; and when thoy were quelled, t 
exiles always fled for refuge to that empire. It is coi 

J)uted that eleven thoufand perfons have at feveral tine 
bffercd deaths rather than fubmit to break their eggs 
the finaller end. Many hondred large volumes have be 
published upon this controverfy ;. but the books of i 
Big-endians have beto long forbidden, and the wh* 
party rendered incapabk by law of holding empioymen 
During the courfe of thefe troubles, the Emperors 
Blefufcu did frequently expodulate by their amb^ado 
accufing us of making a fchifm in celi^on,, by oflfimding 

Sainft a fundamental dodrxne of our great prophet I 
rog, in the fifty-fourth chapter of the Blundccral (wh 
is their Alcoran.) This however is thought to be a mi 
ftrain upon the text ; for the words are thefe : That 
tnie bmevers break their eggs a^ the convenient e 
And which is the convenient end, feems in my hum 
opinion to be left to every man's eonfcience, or at k 
in the power of the diLef magUlrate to determine. Nc 
the Big-endian exUes- have found fo much credit in i 
£mperor of Blefufcu's court, and fo much private ad: 
ance and encouragement from their party here at hor 
that a bloody war hath been carried. on between the t 
empires for fix and thirty moons, with various fuccei 
during which time we have lo(l forty capital fhips, am 
much gfeater numfjer of fmaller vef&ls^ together, w 
thirty thoufand of our beft feamen and foldiers : and i 
damage received by the enemy is reckoned to be fon 

' what greater than ours. However, they have now 
quipped a numerous fket, and are juft preparing to ma 
a delccnt upon us ; and his Imperial Majefty, placi 

r. great confidence in your valour and ftrength, hath co 

inanded me to lay thjs account of his affairs before yot 

J deilrcd the fecretary to prefent my humble duty 
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the Emperor, and to let him know, that I thought it 
would not become me, who was a foreigner^ to interfere 
with parties ; but I was ready, with the hazard of my life^ 
|o defend his perfbn and ilate againft all invaders *• 



CHAP. V. 

Tbe author J by an extraordinary flratagem, prevents as 
invafion, A high title of honour is conferred upon him^ 
Amhaffadtrs arrive from the Emperor of Blefufcu, 
and f Me for peace. The Emprefs*s apartment on fira 
ly an accident ; the author inftrumental in faving tha 
reft of the palace^ 

THE empire of Blefbfcu h an ifland, fitnated to tbe 
north>eaft fide of Liltiput, from whence it is parted 
«nJy by a channel of eight hundred yards wide. I had 
aot yet feen it, and npon this notice of an intended in« 
nficMi, I avoided appearing on that fide of the coaft, for 
faur of being difcovered by fome of the enemy's (hips^ 
vho had received no intelligence of me, all intercourfe 
tetween tbe tw6 empires having been firidlly forbidden 
during the war, npon pain of death, and an embargo laid • 
by our Emperor upon all vefiels wiratfbever; I commu* 
ncated to his Majefty a proje^ I had formed of feizing 
the enemy's whole fieet : which, as owxi fcouts alTured us^ 
ky at anchor in the harbour ready to fail with the firft 
iur wind. I confahed the mod experienced feamcn up- 
on tbe depth of the channel, which they had often plum- 
laed ; who told me, that in the middle,: at htgh-water, it 
was (eventy glumgtuffs deep, which is about (xtil feet of 
Eoropean meafure ; and the reft of it fifty glumgluffs at 
M>(L I walked towards the nortb-^eaft toaiit, over againft 
i Hefbfca; where^ lying down^behind a hillock, 1 took out 

* Gulliver, without examining the- fubjcft of difputc,' rca- 
: ®y engaged to defend the Emperor againft invafion, bccaufc 
he knew, that no fuch monarch had a right to invade the 
dnninioQs of another, though for the propagation of trutJAL 
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iny fmall pcrfjjertive-glafs, and viewed the eoemv's fleet 
at anchor^ confiding of about fifty men of war^ and a great 
Viumber of tranfports : I then came back to my houfe, and 
gave orders (for which I had a warrant) fof a great quan- 
tity of the flronged cable and bars of iron. The cable was 
about as thick as pac|^- thread, and the bars of the length 
and (izc of a knitting-needle. I trebled the cable to 
make it flrongcr, and for the fame reafon I twifted three 
«>f the iron bars together^ bending the extremities into a 
hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cabiesi 
I went back to the north-ea(l coafl, and putting off my 
coaty fhoes, and (lockings^ walked into the Tea in my 
leathern jerkin, about half an hour before high-water. I 
>vaded with what hafle I could^ and fwam in the middle 
about thirty yards^ till I felt ground ; I arrived at the 
'fleet in lefs than half an hour. The enemy was fb fright' 
cd, \^hcn they law me,, that they leaped out of their 
fliips, and fwam to fhore, where there could not be few- 
er than thirty thor.fand fouls : I then took my tackling, 
and, faiirning a hook to the hole at the prow of each, 
I tied all the cords together at tlie end. While I was thus 
employed, the enemy difchargcd feveral thoufand arrows, 
many of which (luck in my bands and face ; and, befides 
the excefllve fmart, gave me much difturbance Jn my 
^ork. My greatell apprehenfion was for mine eyes, which 
I fliould have infallibly loil, if I had not fuddenly thought 
of an expedient. I kept among -other little nccefTaries, a 
pair of fpe<5lacles in a private pocket, which, as lobferv 
ed before, had eCaiped the Emperor's fearchers. Thefc 
1 took out, and faRened as (Irongly as I could upon my 
nofe, and thus armed, went on boldly with my work,.ia 
ipight of the cnemy*s arrows, many of which flruck a* 
gainft the glalfes of my fpe^ac'es, but without any other 
€&&, farther than a little to difcompofe them. I had 
now faflcnedall the hooks, and taking the knot in my 
hand, began to pull ; but not a fhip would (lir, for they 
\yere all too faft held by their anchors, fo that the bolJ- 
efl part of my entorprizc remolixed. I therefore let g9 
the cord, and. leaving the hooks. fixed to the fhips,, I re- 
y^lutely cut with my knife the cables that fafEenedthe 
^Jlmchors, receiving above two hundred fliots in my fa« 
sod hands ; then I took un.thc knotted end of the cabiei,, 
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to which my hooks were tied, and with great eafe drew 
fifty of the enemy's largell men of war after me. 

The Blefufcudians^ yrho had not the lead imagination 
of what I intended, were at firft confounded with arto* 
niftiment. They had feen me cut the cables, and thought 
my defign was only to let the fhips run a-drift, or fall 
foul on each other r but when they "perceived the whole 
fleet moving in order, and faw me pulh'^ng at the end; 
they fct np Tuch a fcream of grief and dcfpair, as it is al- 
moft impofliblfc to defcribe or conceive. When I had got 
out of danger, I ftopt a while to pick out the arrows> 
that (luck in my hands and face ; and rubbed on fome of 
the fame ointment, that was given me at my firft arrival, 
as I have formerly mentioned! I then took off my (pec- 
tacleS) and waiting about an hour, till the tide was a lit* 
tie fallen, I waded through the middle with my.cargo^ 
and arrived fafe at the royal port of Lilliput* 

The Emperor and his whofe court ftood on the (hore^ 
expeAiDg the ifRie of this great adventure. They faw 
the fhips move forward in a large half-moon, but could 
not dilcern me, who was up to my brcaft in water. When 
I advanced to the mrddfe of the channel, they were yet 
more in pain, becaufe I was under water to my neck* 
The Emperor concluded me to be drowned, and that the 
enemy's fleet was approaching in an hoflile manner: but 
he was foon eafed of his fears, for the channel growing 
ihallower every ftep I made, I came in a- fhort time with* 
in hearing, and holding up the end of the'cable, by which 
the fleet was faflened, I cried in a loud voice. Long live 
the mofl putjfant Emperor of Lilliput ! this great prince 
received me at my landing with all poflible encomiums^ 
and created me a Nardac upon the (pot, which is the 
highed title of honour among them. 

His Majefl^ deflred, I would take fome other oppor- 
tunity of bringing all the reft of his enemy's fliipainto 
his ports. And ib unmeifurable is the ambition of priiices, 
that he feemed to think of nothing lefs than reducing the 
\rholc empire of Blcfufcn into a province, and governing 
kby avice-roy ; of deftroylngthe Bi/r-endian exiles, and 
csorapcUing that people 10 break the fmaller end of theii 

grg, by which he wonld rem.iin the fole monarcii of th 
ote world. But Icadea^uredtodiv€rthimftom\\\\% 
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ilefign, by many arguments drawn from the topics of 
policy as well as juiVice: and I plainly protefted, that I 
would never be an indrument of bringing a free and 
brave people into flavery. And, when the matter was d^ 
bated in council^ the wifeft part of the miniilry were of 
siy opinion. 

This open bold declaration of mine, was (b oppoGtfl 
to the fchemes and politics of his Imperial Majcfly, thai 
he could never forgive me ; he mentioned it in a verj 
artful manner at council, where I was told that fbroe i 
the wifeft appeared at leaft by their filence to be of mi 
Opinion ; but others, who were my fecret enemies^ could 
?iot forbear fome exprefllons^ which by a fide- wind re< 
flexed on me. And from this time began an intrigue bfr 
tween his Majefty, and a junto of minifters maliciooOj 
bent againd me, which broke out inlefs than two monthsj 
and had like to have ended in my utter dcdru^ion* oj 
fo little weight arc the greateft fervices to princes^ whqi 

Jut into the balance with a refulal to gratify tbeir ~ 
ons. 

About three weeks after this exploit, there arriv 
folemn embafly from Blefufcu, with humble offers 
peace ; which was fbon concluded upon conditions ^ 
advantageous to our Emperor, . wherewith I (hall 
trouble the reader. There were fix ambn^adors, wilb J 
irain of about -five hundred perfoi»; and their enCry wd 
very magnificent, fuitable to the grandeurof their mafiO) 
and the importance of theirbufinefs. When their treaq 
was finifhed, wherein I- did them feveral good offices bj 
the credit I now had, or at leaft appeared to have al 
court, their excellencies^ who were privatelv told bov 
noch I had been their friend, made me a viht in formi 
They began with many compliments upon my valooi 
and generofity, invited me to that kingdom, in the £m* 
peror their mafter's name, and defired me to fhew them 
fome proofs of my prodigious firength, of which tbci 
had heard (b many, wonders ; wherein I readily obliged 
^em^ but (hall not trouble the reader with the partial- 
hrs. 

When I bad for fome time entertained their excellen- 

^cies to their infinite iatisfa<5lion and furprize, I deGred 

they womUI dk) iQe the honour to prefent my moft humble 

xefpeA 
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Is to the Emperor their maflec, the renown of whole 
s had Co juflly filled the whole world with admira- 
and whofe royal perfon I refblved to attend before 
med to my own country : accordingly^ the next 
[ had the honour to fee our Emperor, I defired his 
al licence to wait on the Blefufcudian monarch, 
\ he was plea(ed to grant me, as I could plainly per-^ 
in a very cold manner ; but could not guefs the rea- 
till I had a whifper from a certain perfon, that Flim- 
nd Bolgolam had reprefented my intercourfe with 
amba/Fadors as a mark of difaffedion, from which 
fure my heart was wholly free. And this was the 
me I began to conceive fome imperfedt idea of courU 
(linifters. 

is to be ob&rved, that thefe ambailadors fpoke to 
f an iflterf reter^ the languages of both empires dif* 
; at mnch from each other as any two in Europe^ 
acb nation priding itfelf upon the antiquity, beauty, 
nci;gy of theiv own tongues, with an avowed con- 
fer that of their neighbour ; yet our Emperor, 
ng upon the advantage he had got by the feizure of 
Sect, obliged them to deliver their credentials, and 
their (beech in the Lilliputian tongue. And it muft 
nfeffedv that from the great- intercourle of trade 
ommerce between both reaUns, from the continual 
ion of exiles^ which is mutual among them, and 
the cuftom in each empire, to (end their young no- 
and richer gentry to the other,. In order to polifli 
elves by (eeing the world, and underftanding men 
lanners ; there are few per(bns of diftin^ion, or mer- 
s, or (eamen, who dwell in the maritime parts, but 
can hold converfation in both tongues ; as I found 
weeks after, when I went to pay my refpeAs ta 
mperor of Blefufcu, which In the midft of great 
rtunes, through the malice of my enemies, proved A 
lappy adventure to me, as I (hall relate in iu pro- 
lace. 

e reader may remember, that when I Cgned tho(e 
fs upon which I recovered my liberty, there were 
which I didiked, upon account of their being too 
i, neither could any thing but an extreme neceffitY 
breed me to fubmit. But being now a lias JAc of xVv^ 
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highed rank in that empire^ fiich offices were looked 
on as below my- dignity, and the Kmperor (to do 
juflicc) never once mentioned them to me. "Howeve 
was not long before I had an opportunity of doinj 
Majefly, at lea(b as I then thought, a mo(l fignal (er 
• I was alarmed at midnight with the cries of many 
dred people at my door ; by which being fuddenly a 
cd, I was in fome kind of terror. I heard the word 
glum repeated incefTantly : feveral of the Emperor's c 
makin(T their way through the crowd, intreated r 
come immcdrately to the palace, where her Imperial 
jefty's apartment was on fire by the carelefnefs of a 
of honour, who fell afleep while (he was reading 
nance. I got up ia an inftant ; and orders being 
to clear the way before me, and it being likewife a n 
(bine night, I made a fhift to get to the palace wi 
tramplin/T on any of the people. 1 found they ha 
ready applied ladders to tlK walls of the apartment 
were well provided with buckets, but the water \ 
fome diftnnce. Thefe buckets were about the iizc 
large thimble, and the poor people fupplied me 
them as fafl as they could : but the flame was (b vi 
that thoy did little good. I might eafily have ftif 
with mv coat, which I unfortunately hft behind n 
hade, and came away only in my leathern jerkin, 
cafe feemed wholly defperate and deplorable, anc 
magnificent palace would have infallibly been burnt 
to the ground, if by a prefence of mind, unufual to 
had not fuddenly thought of an expedient. I ha 
evening before drank plentifully of a moft delicious 
called Glimigrim (the Blefufcudians call it Floncc 
ours is efteemed the better fort) which is very dii 
By the luckieft chance in the world I had not difch 
myfelf of any part of it. The heat I had contrad 
coming very near the fiames, and by my labouri 
•quench them, made the wine begin to operate by i 
which I voided in fuch a quantity, and applied fo y 
the proper places, that in three minutes the fir 
wholly extinguifhed, and the reft of that noble 
which had coft fo many ages in eredling, prefervec 
deftrudlion. 
It was now day-light^ and I reivmAlSa my 
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ithout waiting to congratulate with the Emperor : be- 
lufe^ although I had done a very eminent piece of fer- 
ice^ yet I could not tell how his Majefty might refent 
le manner, by which I had performed it : for, by the 
indamental 4a ws of the realm, it is capital in any perfon, 
f what quality foever, to make water within the pre- 
nd^s of the palace. But I was a little comforted by a 
leflage from his Majefty, that he would give orders to 
le grand jufticiary for paffing my pardon in form ; which 
owever I could not obtain. And I was privately affuredy 
lat the Emprefs, conceiving the greateft abhorrence of 
'hat I had dope, removed to the mod diftant fide of the 
ourt, firmly refolved that tho(e buildings fhould never 
c repaired for her ufe ; and, in the prefence of her chief 
onfidents^ xoold not forbear vowing revenge. 



CHAP. VT. 

9f the inhabitants of Lilliput ; their learning y laws, ani 
cuftoms : the manner of educating their cmUren. The 
author* s way of living in that country. His vindication 
af a great lady* 

ALTHOUGH I intend to leave the defcription of ^ 
this empire to a particular treati(e, yet in the mean 
time I am content to gratify the curious reader with 
fome general ideas. As the common fize of the natives 
is fomewhat under fix inches high, (b there is an exadt 
proportion in all other animals, as well as plants and 
trees : for inftance, the tailed horfe s and oxen are between 
four and five inches in height^ the (heep an inch and half^ 
more or lefs ; their geefe about the bignefs of a fparrow^ 
and lb (he (everal gradations downwards, till you come 
to the fmalleft, which to my fight were almoft invifible ; 
but nature hadi adapted the eyes of the Lilliputians to 
all objeAs proper for their view : thev fee with great ex- 
adaeis, but at no great diftance. AncI, to (hew the (harp- 
neb of their fight towards obje<fls that are near, I have 
"^en much pleafed with oblerving a cook pulling a lack.^ 
~, fbich wai 2x9c fo large as a coinmon fly } ax^d a^oxxt^ 

[ • iA 
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girl threading an invifible needle with invilibJe (ilk 
tailed trees are about feven feet high : I mean 
thofe in the great royal park, the tops whereof I ci 
juft reach with my fift clinched. The other vegett 
in the fame proportion ; but this I leave to die 
imagination. 

I (hall fay but little at prefent of their learning 
f»r many ages hath fiourifhed in all its branchei 
them : but their manner of writing is very pecuj 
ing neither from the left to the right, like the Eur 
sor firom the right to the left, like the Arabiai 
•from up to down, like the Chinefe ; but allant fi 
comer of the paper to the other, like ladies in £i 

They bury their dead with their heads diredl; 
Wards, becaufe they hold an opinion, that in 
thoufand moons they are all to rife again, in whic 
the earth (which they conceive to be flat) will i 
fide down, and by this means they fliall at thei 
rcdtion be found ready Handing on their feet *. Tl 
cd among them confefs the abfurdity of this c 
bat the praftiCe ftill continues In cclmipliance to 

* Here the author dares even to exert his vein of hi 
liberally, as to place the refurre^lion, one of the mo 
raging principles of the ChrifHan religion, in a ridlcu 
contemptible light. Why Ihould that appointment I 
to man, or appear fo very extraordinary in the hxxw 
which the Author of nature has illuftrated in the v 
ipecies, where the feed dies aad corrupts, before it ci 
gain to new beauty and glory ? Orrery, 

f Ti)^» paragraph, if it were examined with judgo 
Candour^ would incline us to believe, that an opinion 
to come is connefled fo immediately with all our reap; 
culties, that, fuppoHng we had never been bieHed witl 
velation from God. wc Ihould believe th<i refurrcftioi 
eternal. The Lilliputians believe, that, after eleven t 
moons, the earth will be turned upfide down ; and uj 
account they are buried with their heads diredly dov 
in order to be found ilanding upon their feet at the 
jefurreftion : An opinion, which I confe(s, with the Ic 
flBao^tbemfdiyosy to^ be whimficaland ridiculous enouf 
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There are (bme laws and cuftoms in this empire very 
peculiar ; and, if they were not fo dircdtly contrary to 
fhofe of my own dear country, I fhould be tempted to 
iy a little in their jaflification. It is only to be wifhed 
hey were as well executed. The firft I fhall mention, re- 
ites to informers. A\\ crimes agaiift tl.e {iate are punifh* 
i here with the utmofl: fever ity ; but, if the perfon accufed 
laketh his innocence plainly to appear upon his trial, the 
:cu(er is immediately put to an ignominious death ; and 
at of his goods or lands, the innocent perfon is quadru- 
iy recompenfed for the lofs of his time, for the danger 
; underwent, for the hardfhip of his imprifonment, and 
>r all the charges he hath been at in making his defence. 
r, if that fund be deficient, it is largely fupplied by the 
-own. The Emperor alfo confers on him fome public 
lark of his favour, and proclamation is made of his in- 
ocence through the whole city. 

They look upon fraud as a greater crime than the't, 
nd therefore feldom foil to punifh it with death ; for 
hey alledge, that care and vigilance, with a very com- 
non underftanding, may preferve a man's goods from 
;hieves but honelty has no fence againft fuperior cun- 
ning ; and (ince it is neceflary that there (hould be a per- 
petual intercourfe of buying and felling, and dealing up- 
on credit ; where firaud is permitted and connived at, or 
bath no law to punifh it, the honeft dealer is always un- 
done, and the knave gets the advantage. I remember, 
nfhen I was once interceding with the king for a criminal^ 
^ho had wronged his mafter of a great fum of money, 
ivhich he had received by order and ran away with ; and 
liappening to tell his Majefty, by way of extenuation^ 

foUiet and abfurdities are always mixed with idolatry and fu*' 
jmRition. The Lilliputians were rank idolaters ; othcrwifc how 
could they imagine Gulliver's watch to be the god that he wor- 
Ihipped? And therefore I cannot but infer, that, inftead of 
pbdog the refurreAion in a ridiculous contemptible lighr, Gui- 
4iv€r hath fairly manifefted the opinion of a ftate hereafter 
Ikllhough conneAed with fome 'vanities and abfurdities, whieh 
are the etk&s of fuperflition) to be the ground- work of all re. 
JpoD, founded upon the dear and itroog 4i(latct| bo\b ol ti\^ 
Imc and icafoa. Swift* ' ' 
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jihat it was only a breach of truft ; the Emperor 
it mondrous in me to o£Fcr as a defence, the gre 
^ravation of the crime : and truly I had little ' 
return, farther than the common anfwer, that difife 
tions had dlfFerent cuftoms J for, Iconfefs^ Iwa 
ly afhamcd *. 

Although we ufually call reward and pmiifhn 
.two hinges, upon which all government turns, ye 
jiever obferve this maxim to be put in prailice 
nation, except that of Litliput. Whoever can th< 
iufficicnt ptpofy that he hath ftridlly obfervcd the 
Jiis country for feventy-three moons, :faath a • 
certain privileges, according to his quality and c 
,of life, with a proportionable fum of money out c 
.appropriated fpr that u(e : he iikcwifc acquires 
.-of fnilpally or b^aly which is added to his ns 
doth not defcend to his poflerity. And theli 
thought it a prodigious defeat of policy amoi^ i 
JL tojd them, that our laws were enforced only b 
tics, without any mention of reward. It \& upon 
count, that the image of ju&ice in their courts 
cature is forpied with fix eyes, two before, as n 
i}ind, and on each fide one, to fignify circumi 
%vith a bag of gold open in her right hand, and 
fheatlied in her left, tp fliew fhe is more difpof 
V'ard than to punifh. 

In choofing perfons for allemployitients, they h; 
regard to good morals than to great abilities ; f 
government is neceflary to mankind, they believe 
.compion Cze of human undcrftandings is ^fitted 
ilation qr. other, and that providence never int 
make the management of public affairs a myde 
.comprehended only by a few perfons of fublimi 
of which there fcldom are three born in a^ age : 
fuppofe truth, judice^ temperance, andihe like, 
every man's power, the pra^ice of which virtue 
cd by expenence and a good intention, woul( 
any man for the fervice of his country, except 
courfe of ftudy is required. But they thought 

^ An a£l.of parliament hath, been fince paflcd, 
fom^ breaches of truft b»vc been made .capital, Uiml 
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virtues was (b far from being fupplicd by.fupe- 
wments of the mind, that employments could 
pot into fuch dangerous hands as thofe of per« 
Daiified ; and at leaft^ that the mlHiakes conimit- 
lorance in a virtuous difpofition^ would never be 
tal confequence to the public weal, as the prac- 
man whofe inclinations led him to be corrupt, 
had great abilities to manage, to maltiply, and 
i corruptions. 

manner, the difBelief of a divine providence 
man uncapable of holding any public (lation ; 
kings avow themfelves to be the deputies of 
?, the Lilliputians think nothing can be morft 
lan for a prince to employ foch men as difown> 
ity, under which he aftetfi. 
ing thefe and the following laws, T would onl jf 
ood to mean the original inlHtutions, and not 
fcandalous corruptions, into which thefe pco- 
fen, by the degenerate nature of man. For as 
ifamous praftice of acquiring great employ- 
jancing on the ropes, or badges of favour and 
by leaping over (licks, ancf creeping under 
reader is to obferve, that they were firft in-- 
)y the grandfather of the Emperor, now reign- 
^ew to the prefent height by the gradual in- 
jarty and fa<5tion. 

ude is among them a capitaF crime, a? we read 
been in fome other countries; for they reafoa 
whoever makes ill returns to his benefaftor, 
I be a common enemy to the reft of mankind^ 
1 he hath received no obligation, and therefore 
1 is not fit to live. 

lotions relating to the duties of parents and 
liflTer extremely from ours. For, fince the con- 
f male and female is founded upon the great 
:nre, in order to propagate and continue the 
e Lilliputians will needs have it, that men and 
J joined together like other animals, by the mo- 
»ncupifcence ; and that their tendernefs towards 
g, proceeds from the like natural principle : for 
on they will never allow, that a child is undet 
ition to 1215 father for bcgetdng \osa^ ot \o VKt 
£ 2 W«* 
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mother for bringing him into the world^ which, conH 
the miferies orhuman life, was neither a benefit in 
nor intended fo by his parents, whofe thoughts if 
love encounters were otherwife employed. Upon 
and the like reafonings, their opinion is, that parei 
the laft of all others to be truited with the educati 
their own children : and therefore they have in ever} 
public nurferies, where all parents, except cottage 
labourers, are obliged to fend their infants of bott 
to be reared and educated when they come to the 
twenty moons, at which time they are fuppofed ti 
Tome rudiments of docility. Thcfe fchools are of 
kinds, (hited to different qualities, and to both 
They have certain profcflbrs well skilled in pre 
children for (uch a eondition of life as befits th 
of their parents, and their own capacities as well 
dinations. I (hall firfl fay fomething of the male nu 
and then of the femsde. 

. The nurferits for males of noble or enunent bit 
provided with g^'ave and learned profeflbrs, and tl 
veral deputies. T he clothes and food of the child 
plain and fimple. They are bred up in the prkic 
honour, juftice, courage, modedy, c\emenc^ r< 
and love of their country ; they are always emph 
fome bnfincfs, except in the times of eating and 
wdich are very fhort, and two hours for diverfioni 
jfiding of bodily exercifea. They are dreffed by i 
£bnr years df age, and then are obliged to drefs then 
altbofigh their quality be ever fo great ; and the 
attendants, who are aged proportionably to ou^» i 
perform only the moft menial offices. They sa 
futfered to converfe with fervants, but go tog( 
(mailer or gceater numbers to take their diverfiol 
always in the prefence of a profeflbr, or olie of 

J>uties ; whereby they avoid thoCs early bad itnprd 
oily and vice, to which our children are fubje^. 
^parents are fufjfered to fee them only twice a-year } i 
.is to lafl but an hour ; they are aik»wed lo kifs the 
meeting and parting ; but a profeflbr, who always 
by on thofe occafions, will not fnffer them to \ 
Or ufe any fondling expreffions, or bring any pre; 
tpys^ jfweet-flieatr, and the like. 
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The penfion from each family for the^ducation and 
tttertaininent of a child, upon feilure of due payment, is 
fcvicd by the Emperor's officers. 

The nnrferies fot children of ordinary gentlemen, 
nerchanig, traders^ and handicrafts, are managed propor- 
tionaWy ifter the fame manner ; only thofe defigned for 
^KuJes are put out apprentices at eleven years old, where- 
as tbfe 01 perfons of quality continue in their cxercife* 
tM fifteen, which anfwcrs to twenty one with us : but 
the confinement is gradually lefTened for the laft three- 
years. 

In the female nurferles, the young girls of quality arc 
eduatcd much like the males, only they are drefTed by 
w^ly fervants of their own lex ; but always in the pre- 
wnceofa profeflbr or deputy, till they come to dreft 
*^*onfeIvei, which is at five years old. And if it be found,- 
^t thcfe nurfes ever prefume to entertain the girlis withr 
^gMal or foolifh ftorles, or the common follies prafiif- 
^by chamber-maids among us, they are publicly whip- 
py thrice about the city, imprilbned for a year, and 
^fted for life to the mod defolate part of the country. 
Tons the young ladies there are as much afhamed of bc-^ 
"g cowards and fools, as the men, and defpife all perfon- 
« ornaments beyond decency and cleanlinefs: neither did 
' 'perceive any difference in their education, made by 
2^ diference of fex, only that the exerci(es of the 
""^8 were not altogether fo robuft; and that fome 
^ were given them relating to domedic life, and k 
"Wller compafs of learning was enjoined them r- for their 
j^'m is, that, among people of quality, a wife (h'ould' 
H^ always a realbnable and agreeable compan'ton, becaufe^ 
fc cannot always be young. When the girls are twelve 
^vsold, which among them U the maniageable age,, 
l^Kir parents or guardians take them home with great 
BprdEons of gratitude to the profeffbrs, and feldom with*- 
W tears of the young lady and her companions: 
In the nurferfes of females of the meaner (brt, the 
hildren are inflruAcd inallkinds of works^ proper fof 
leir fex, and their (everar degrees t thofe intended for 
pprentices are difmiffed at {even years old ^ the reft are- 
ept to eleven. 

Ibe-ncaner tanSics^ who have chUdttu %lAbK& ^^^ 
£ 3. &»m^ 
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feriesy areobI^d.beGcies their annvatpenfiony w 
as low as poflibiil^to return to the ftcward of th 
fcry, a fmall monthly (hare of their gettings^ to be 
tion for the child ; and therefore, all parents are 
in their expences by the law. For the UHiputian: 
nothing can be more unjud, than for peopfe^ in 
vience to their own appetites, to bring children ir 
ivorld, and leave the burden of fupporting them 
public. As to perfons of quality, they give fecu 
appropriate a certain fum for each child, fuitable \ 
condition ; and thcfe funds are always managed wit 
Iiusbandry, and the mod exac^ juftice. 

The cottagers and labourers keep their chile 
home, their bufini^fs being only to till and ci 
the earth, and therefore their education is of little 
ijuence to the public : but the old and difeafed 
them are fupported by hofpitals :. foe begging is 
unknown in this emprre. 

And here it may perhaps divert the curious 
to give fomc account of my domeftlcs, and my i 
©f living in this country,during arefidence of nine i 
tind thirteen days. Having a head mechanically i 
and being likewife forced by necefHty, I had m; 
liiyfelf a table and chair, convenient enough, out 
largeft trees in the royal park. Two hundred femp 
%ere employed to make me fhirts, and linen for r 
and tabl^all of the flrongeft and coarfeft kinds the; 
get ; which however they were forced, to quilt tc 
in feveral folds, for the thickeft was fome degre< 
than lawn. Their Khcn jj ufually three Inches wid 
three feet make a piece. .The fempftrefles took m 
fure as I lay on the ground, one (landnig at my nee 
Another at my mid-leg, wifh a ftrong cord extende 
•^ch held, by the end, while a third meaftired the 
of the cord with a rule of an ihch long. Then the 
fured my right thumb, and de^d Honor's ; f< 
mathematical computation,, that ^rce rotmd the 
IS once round the wrift, and fo on to the nejck a 
waift, and by the help of my old (hict, which 1 dil 
on the ground before them foi" a pattern, they fit 
€xaftly. Three hundred taylors were employed 
fm€ manner to make me doxhcs^-, but they had a 
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ivance for taking my meafare. I knt|[eddown, and 
raifed a ladder from the ground W^y n^ck ; upon 
adder one of them mounted, andlet fall a plum-line 
my collar to the floor, which juft anfwered the 

I of my coat ; but my waift and arms I meafured 
f. When my clothes were finifhed, which was done 
f houfe (for the largeft of theirs would not have been 
hold them) they looked like the patch-work made 
le ladies in England^ only that mine were ail of a 
r. 

lau three hundred cooks to drefs my viifluals in lit- 
mvenient huts built about my houfe, where they 
heir families lived, and prepared me two difhes a- 

I took op twenty waiters in my hand, and placed 

on the table ; an hundred more attended below on 
round, fbme with diflies of meat, and fome with 
Is of wine, and* other liquors, flung on their fhoul- 

all which the waiters above drew up, as I wanted^ 
^ery ingenious manner by certain cords, as we draw 
•ucket up a welF, in Europe. A difh of their meat 

good mouthful, and a. barrel of their liquor a rea* 
lie draught. Their mutton yields to- ours, but their 
is excellent. 1 have had a firloin fo large, that I j 

been forced to make three bits- df it ; but this is ' 

My fervants were aftonifhed to fee me eatit, bones 
11, as in our country we do the leg of a lark* Their 
and turkie^ I ufually eat at a mouthful, and I mufl 
fs, they far exceed ours. Of their fnialler fowl I- 

take up twenty or thirty at the end of my knife, 
e day his Imperial Majefty, being informed of my 
>f living, dcfired that himfelf and his royal oonfort^ 
the young princes of the blood of both fexcs, might 
the happinefs (as he was pleafed to call it) of din« 
ith me. They came accordingly, and I placed them 
lirs of (late upon my table^ jull overagainrt me, with 
guards about them. Fliiunap, the lord high trea- 
, attended there likewife with his white (laff; and I 
ved he often looked on me with a four countenance^ 

I I would not feem to regard^ but eat more than 
, in honour to my dear country^ as well as to fill the 

with admiration. I have fome priiAte reafoniK ta 
re, that tbi9 yi&tb^gn bi% Majefty gav^ EVimtvav ««i 
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•pportanity oC dcnng me ill offices to his roafter* Thit 
sniaifter had alm^l^en my fecret enemy, though he ouK> 
wardly carefled rn^iore than was ufiial to the voon&oA 
of his nature. He reprefented to the Emperor the Io« 
condition of his treafury ; that he was forced to take up 
money at great difcount ; that exchequer bills would not 
circulate under nine per cent, bdow par ; that I had coft tut 
Majefty aboTe a million and a half oiffrugs (their greB^ 
eft gold coin, about the bignefs of a Ipangle) and upon 
the whole^ that it would be advifeable in the Emperor to 
take the firtt fair occafion of diCnifling me. 

I am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of an ex- 
cellent lady, who was an innocent (Unerer upon my ac* 
count. The treafurer took a fancy to be jealous ofhis wi&y 
from the malice of fome evil tongues^ who informed hill 
that her grace had taken a violent affedion for my po^ 
ion ; and the court>fcandal ran for fome ttme^ that (be 
cnce came privately to my lociging. This I fblemnly de* 
dare to be a moft infamous falfhood, without any grounds^ 
£irther than that her grace was pleafed to treat me with 
all innocent marks of freedom and friend/hip. I own (he 
came often to my houfe^ but always publicly, nor ever 
without three more in the coach, who were ufually her 
lifter and young daughter, and fome particular acquaint* 
ance ; but tliis was common to many other ladies of the 
court. And I ftill appeal to my fervants round,, whetbet 
they at any time faw a coach at my door, without know* 
ing what perfons were in it. On thefe occafions, wbeft 
a ^rvant had given me notice, my cuftom was to go im-- 
B»ediately to the door ; and, after paying my refpedSj to 
take up tt}A coach and two horfes very carefully in my 
Ikands (for, if there were fix horfes, the poftil lion always 
MnhameiTed four) and placed them on a table,; where I bai 
fixed a moveable rim, quite round, of five inches high, to* 
prevent accidents. And I have often had four coache* 
ind horfes at once on my table, full of company^ while I 
fat in my chair,, leaning my face towards them \ and, wheOF 
\ was engaged with one tet, the coachmen would gently 
drive the others round my tables I have nailed many an* 
afternoon very agreeably in thefe converfations. But £' 
dtefy the treawer, or his two informers (I will name 
jbcfl^ and let tbem- make theiip bed of it) Cluftril soJ 
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DtuqIo^ to prove that any perfbii ever came to itie heeg^ 
uto, except the (earetary Reldrefal, who Vpas (ent by exp 
9re6 command of his Imperial Majeft^ as I have before 
wlaced. I (hould not have dwelt fo long upon this parti- 
mlafy if it had not been a point wherein the reputation 
>f a great lady is fo nearly concerned^ to fay nothing of 
ay own> though I then had the honour to be a Nardac^ 
vhich the treafurer himfelf is not ; for all the worlil 
uiows^ that he i» only a GUmghniy a title inferior by 
me degree, as that of a Marquis is to a Duke in England ; 
iret I allow he preceded me in right of his poft. Thefe 
falfe informations, which I afterwards came to the know- 
ledge of by an accident not proper to mention, made the 
treafurer (hew hia lady for (ome time an ill countenance^ 
ind me a worfe ; and although he was at la(i undeceived 
Bnd reconciled to her, yet I loft all credit with him, and 
Eband my intdreft decline very faft with the Emperor 
himlelf, w]m> waa indeed too much governed by that bt 
vonritff* 

CHAP. VII. 

The auihai^p being informed of a defign to accufe him of 
Ugh^lremfoii, maketh hii efcafe to Blefufcu. His re* 
. etfii^n thtre. 

BEFORE I proceed to give an account of w leav- 
ing thta kiDgdom> It may be proper to inrorm the 
Wider of a private intrigne, which had been for two 
aMmiha fofmng agwrift me. 

I had been hitherto all my life a ftranger to courts, 
for wbkh 1 was unqoaiified by the meannefs of my condi- 
dott. I bad indeed beard and read enoagh of the difpofi* 
tiona of great princeaand minifters ; but never expeded 
to have found fuch terrible efFedts of them in fo remote 
a country, governed, as I thought, by very different 
flUximt from thofe in Emrope. 

When I was ju(F preparing to pay my attendance on 
the Emperor of Blefuftu, a confiderable perfon at court 
(to whom I had been very (crvicenbie at a time, when he 
W noder tha higbea difpleafure of his Iqjg^rial Majefty) 
to mj! hooto veiy privateljr at night la a doSt dMAX« - 
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andi without fending hi» name, defired admittance :' tl 
chairmen were difmifled ; I put the chair, with his lor 
(hip in it, into my coat pocket ; and, giving orders to 
trufty fervant to fay I was indifpofed and gone to flee 
I fa((ened the door of my houfe, placed the chair on t 
table, according to my ufual cuflom, and fat down by 
After ti.e common falutations were over, obferving I 
]ord(hii)'s countenance full of concern, and enquiring i 
to the reafon, he defired 1 would hear him with patter 
in a matter, that highly concerned my honour and i 
life. His fpeech was to the following efFeft, for I to 
notes of it as^ foon as he left me. 

You are to know, faid he, that feveral committees 
council have been lately called in the mod private mt 
ner on your account ; and it is but two days fince i 
Majefly came to a full refolution. 
. Youare very fenCble that SkyrifhBolgolam {gather, 
lli^h-admiral) hath been your mortal enemy idnioft o 
fince your arrival : his original reafons I know not; I 
his hatred is increafed fince your great fuccefs agai 
Blefufcu, by which his glory, as admiral, is much ob(ci 
ed. This lord, in conjundlion with Flimnap the hi| 
treafurer, whofe enmity again fl you is* notorious on ] 
tount of his lady, Limtoc the general, Lalcon the cha 
berlain, and BalmufFthe grand judiciary, -have prepai 
articles of impeachment againft you for treafbn, and 
ther ca|iital crimes. 

This preface made me fb impatient, being- confi 
eus of my own merits and innocence, that I was goi 
to interrupt : when he entreated me to be filent, and tt 
proceeded. 

Out of gratitude for the favours you have done mej 
procured information of the whole proceedings/ am 
copy of the articles \ wherein I venture my head for yc 
ftrvice. 

jlrticles of impeachment agatnft Junius Fhftrhf i 
man-mountain^ 

A R T I C L E I. 

Whereas, ^^a flatute made in the reign of bis Ii 
ferisH Majeffy Calia Defior Plune, it is ena^ed, that wB 
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ever (hall make water within the precindls of the roval 
palace, (hall be liable to the ppins and penalties of high 
treafon: notwhhlhnding the faid Quinbus Fledrin, in 
open breach of the {skd law, under colour of extinguifhlhg 
the fire kindled in the apartment of his majefl:y*s moft 
dear imperial confort, did malicioufly, traiterouflyy and 
devilifhly^ by difcharge of his urine, put out the faid fire 
kindled in the faid apartment, lying and being within the 
{)recindls of the faid royal palace, againft the Ibtute ia 
rChat cafe provided, 6c. agaijiit the duty, 6c« 

ARTICLE II. 

That the faid Quinbus Fleftrin having brought the im- 
penal ileet of Blefufcu into the royal port, and being 
jflfterwards commanded by his Imperial Majefly to feize 
,aJl the other (hips of the faid empirje of Blefufcu, and re- 
dace that empire to a province to be governed by a vice- 
roy firom hence, and to deftroy and put to death, not on- 
Jy all the Big-endian exiles ^ but like wife all the people of 
^that empire, who would not immediately forfake the Big* 
.cndian herefy : he» the faid Fleflrin, like a falfe traitor 
againA his mod aufpicious, ferene. Imperial Majefly, did 
^petition to be excufed from the faid fervice, upon pre- 
tence of unwillingnefs to force the confciences, or deitro/ 
ihe liberties and lives of an innocent people *: :, 

ARTICLE III. 

That, whereas certain ambafTadors arrived from the 
•court of Blefufcu to fue for peace in his Majeily's court ; 
he, the faid Fleflrin, did, like a falfe traitor, aid, abet, 

I comfort, and divert the faid ambafFadors, although he 
knew them to be fervants to a prince, who was lately an 
open enemy to his Imperial Majefly, and in open war a* 
^infl his laid Majefly. 

* A lawyer thinks himfetf lioneft if he docs the bed he can 
for his client; and a flatefman, if he promotes the intercft'^of 
liis country : but the Dean here inculcates an higher notion of 
•light andjrrong, and obligations to a larM| communhj* 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Th«t the faid Quinbus Fleftrin, cofitnry to the 
4f a fiithfal fubjcA, is now preparing to make a vo 
to the court and empire of Blefutcu, for which he 
received only verbal licence from his Imperial Majc 
and under colour of the faid licence, doth falfly and 
Ceroufly intend to take the faid voyage, and therd 
aidy comfort, and abet, the Emperor-of Blefoftu, ft 
an enemy and in open war with his Im|)erial Maje( 
Ibrefaid. 

There are fome other articles, but theft are the 
Important, of which I have read you an abftrad. 

In the feveral debates upon this impeachment it 
be confeflTed, that his Majefty gave many marics ol 
^rcat lenity, often Airging the fervices you had done 
and endeavouring to extenuate your crimes. The 
furer and admiral infifted, that yon fhould be put tt 
moft painful and ignominious death, by fetting fire on 
houfe at night, and -the general was to attend with tVB 
thoufand men armed with .poHbned arrows, to fhoot yc 
the face and hands. Some of your fcrvants were to 
private orders to ftrew a poifonous juice on your i 
and fheets, which would foon make you tear your 
flefh, and die in the ulmoft torture. The general < 
into the fame opinion ; fo that for a long time there 
a majority againft you : but his Majefty refolving, if 
fible, to (pare your life^ at laO; brought off the chaa 
lain. 

Upon this incident, Reldrefal, principal fecretary 
^private affairs, who always approved himfelf your 
friend, was commanded by the Emperor to deliver 
opinion, which he accordingly did : and therein JaR 
the good thoughts you have of him. He allowed } 
crimes to be.great, but that dill there was room for me 
the moft commendable virtue in a prince, and for w 
his Majefty was fo jiiftly celebrated. He (aid, the bh 
Ihip between you and him was fo well known to 
vorid, thai!* perhaps the moft honourable board m 
4bwk him partial ; hgweveri in obedience to the c 

I 
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and he had received, he would freely offer his fenti- 
ents. That if his Majefty, in confideration of your for- 
ces, and purfuant to his own merciful difpofition, would 
[eafe to Ipare yoirt' life^ and only give order to put out 
9tb your eyes, he humbly conceived, that by this expe- 
ent juftice might in fome meafure be fatisfied, and all 
ic world would applaud the lenity of the Emperor^ as 
elj as the fair and generous proceedings of thofe who 
&ve the honour to be his counfcllors. That the lofs of 
3ur eyes would be no impediment to your bodily (Irength^ 
/ which you might dill be ufeful to his Majefty : that 
lindncfs is an addition to courage, by concealing dan- 
:rs from us ; that the fear you had for your eyes, was 
le greateft difHculty in bringing over the enemies fleet ; 
nd it would be fu&cient for you to fee by the eyes of 
le mlniilers, fince the greatcft princes do no more. 

This propofal was received with the utmofl difappro- 
Ation by the whole board. Bolgolam the admiral could 
ot preferve his temper ; but rifing up in fury faid^ he 
rondcred how the fecretary durit^prcfume to give his 
pinion for preferving the life of a traitor : that the fer- 
rices you had performed were, by all true rcafons of ftate, 
be great aggravation of your crimes ; that you, who was 
ibie to extinguilh the fire by difcharge of urine in her 
Majefty's apartment, (which he mentioned with horror) 
pigbt at another time raife an inundation by the fame 
pKans to drown the whole palace ; and the fame (trength^ 
which enabled you to bring over the enemies fleet, might 
fcrve, upon the firit difcontent, to carry it back : that be 
had good reafons to think you were a Big-cndj^n in your 
heart ; and as treafon begins in the heart, before it appears 
in overt-afls^ fo he accufed you as a traitor on that ac- 
count, and therefore inCfted you ihould be put to death. 
The treafurer was of the fame opinion : he fhewed to 
vhat (baits his Majelly's revenue was reduced, by the 
^arge of maintaining you, which would foon grow in- 
. fiipportable : that the fccretary's expedient of putting out 
yoar eyeS; was fo far from being a remedy againd this 

evil, that it would probabJy iucreafe it, as is manifeft 
Jb(m the common practice of blinding fome kind of fowl^ 
pjfttr vhich they fed the fader, and grew fooncr fat : Ufot 
[ Ut facred Majefty and the council, who arc vout W ~^ 
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vrerc in their own confciences fully convinced of yoi 
guilty which was a fuificient argument to condemn yc 
to death, without the formal proofs required by the (Iri 
letter of the law *. 

But his Imperial Majedy, fully determined agair 
capital punifhmenty was gradoufly pleafed to fay, th 
iince the council thought ihe lofs of your eyes too ea; 
^a cenfure, fome other may be infilled hereafter. Ai 
your friend^ the fecretary, humbly defiring to be fieard 
gain, in anfwer to what the treafurer had obje^ed coi 
ceming the great charge his Majefty was at in maintaii 
ing you, faid, that his Excellency, who had the fole di 
pofal of the Emperor's revenue, might eafily provide ; 
gainft that evil by gradually ledening your eflablifhmeni 
•by which, for want of fufHcient foocf, you would gro 
tveak and faint, and lofe your appetite, and confume i 
a few months ; neither would the flench of your carca 
■be then fo dangerous, when it ihould become more tha 
lialf diminii&ed ; and immediately upon your death, fi^ 
or fix thoufand of lus Majedy's fubje^ls might in two ( 
three daya^.cut yotir flcfh from your bones, take it awa 
by cartloads, and bury it in diftant parts to prevent u 
feiflion, leaving the skeleton as a monument of admin 
lion to poftcrity. 

Thus by the great friendfhip of the fecretary the who 
affair yras compromifed. It was ftridlly enjoined, that tl 
projeft.of ilarving you by degrees fhould be kept a fccw 
■but the fentcncc of putting aut your eyes was entered c 
:the books; none^inentii^ except Bolgolam the admirs 
"Who, being a creature of the Emprefs, was perpetual! 
Multigated by her Majefty to infid upon your death, ft 

* There Is fomething fo odious in whatever is wrong, th 
^ven thofe whom it does not fubje^l to punifhrnent, endeavo 
to colour it with an appearance of right ; but the attempt 
■ always unfuccefsfuJ, and only betrays a confcioufnefs of defo 
' mity, by flicwing a dcfire to hide it. Thus the Lilliputian cou 
pretended a right to difpcnfc with the ftrift letter of the la 
to put Gulliver to death, though, by the ilrift letter of the la 
only he could be convifted of a crime; the intention of tl 
Ibtute not being to (ufibr the palace rather to be burnt, thi 
^fiedupon. Haufkef^ 

bavir 
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luving borne perpetual malice againft you on account of 
that infamous and illegal method you took to extinguifh 
the fire in her apartment. 

la three days, your friend the fecretary will be direft- 
fo to come to your houfe, and read before you the articles 
^impeachment ; and then to'fignify the great lenity and 
■vourof his Majefty and council, whereby you are only 
«>o<lcmned to the lofs of your eyes, which his Majefty 
wHh not queftion you will gratefully and humbly fubmit* 
to; and twenty of his Ma}efty*8 (urgeons will attend in 
order 10 fee the operation well performed, by diicharging 
^ery jharp-pointed arrows into the balls of your eyes, as 
1^ lie on the ground. 

I leave to your prudence what meafares you will take ;^ 
^> to avoid fu(pick}n^ I mud immediately return, ia 
M private a manner as I came^ 

His lordfliip did (b, and I remained alone under many 
•»ht8 and perplexities of mind. 

It was acuftom, introduced by this prince and his mi-- 
*«7 iytTj different, as I have been aiTured, from the 
ft'^^^ of former times) that after the court had dt« 
^^ aay cruel execution, either to gratify the monarch's 
•wmcnt, or the malice of a favourite, the Emperor al« 
**y8 made a fpectdi to his whole council, expreflTng his 
9^t lenity and tendernefs, as qualities known and con- 
ffcd by all the world. TWs fpeeeh was^ immediately 
Ij^liflied through the kingdom-; nor did any thing tec* 
j^thc people fo much' as thofe encomiums on his Ma-' 
wi mercy ; bccaufe it was obferved, that, the more 
w prtifes were enlarged and inlifted on, the more inhu- 
»& was the punifhment, and the fufferer more innocent* 
^et,astomyfelf, I muftconfefs, having never been de- 
||Bed for a courtier, either by ray birth or education, I 
VU fo ill a judge of things, that I could not difcoirer the 
«ity and favour of this fentence, but conceived it, (pcr- 
■P« erroneoufly) rather to be rigorous than gentle. I 
OQKtimes thought of (landing my trial ; for although I 
oold not deny the facts alleJged in the feveral articles, 
vt I hoped they would admit of (bme extenuation. But 
iving in my life perufed many ftate-trials, which I ever 
Uerved to terminate as the judges thought fit to direct, 
dnift BOC rely oa fo dangerous a decalioUi \tk &> ct\ucA 
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ajjiKflure, and againft fach powerful enemies. ( 
\vas llrongly bent upon refiftancc, for, whiJel! 
berty, the whole (Irength of that empire could 
lubdue me/ and I might eafily with Clones pelt tl 
tropolis to pieces ; but I foon rejected that proje* 
liorror, by remembering the oath I had made to tl 
peror, the favours I received from him, and th 
title of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither b 
Toon learned the gratitude of courtiers, to perfua< 
felf, that his Majelly's prefent feveritics acquitted 
fill pad obligations. 

At lad. I fixed upon a refolution, for which it i^ pt 
I may incur fome cenfure, and not nnjuftly ; for I c 
1 owe the preferving mine eyes, and consequently 
berty, to my own great rafhnefs, and want of expei 
becaufe, if I had then known the nature of prin< 
ininiders, which I have lince obferved in man) 
courts, and their methods of treating criminals^ 1 
noxious than myfelf, I (hoold with great alacrity a 
dincfs have fubmitted to fo eafy a panifhment. Bi 
ried on by the precipitancy of youth, and having 1: 
perial Majefty's licence to pay my attendance up 
Emperor of Blefu feu, 1 took this opportunity, bef 
tliree days were elapfed, to fend a letter to my 
the fecretary, fignifying my refolution of fttting oi 
jiiorring for Bldufcii, puriuant to the leave 1 fe 
tthJ, without waiting for an anfwer, I went to that 

.the iflr.nd where our fleet lay, I feized a- large i 
war, tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up t 
chors, I ilript myfelf, put my clothes (together w 
coverlet, which I carried under my arm) into the 
and drawing it after me, between wading and fwi 

. arrived at the royal port of Blefulcu, where the peoj 
long expc<5ted me; they lent me two guides to dii 
to the capital citv, wliich is of the Ume name, 
them in my hands, till I came within two hundrec 
of the gate, and defired them to Hgnify my arrival 
of the fecretaries, and let him know, I there wai 

. Majefty's command. I had an anfwer in about an 
that his Majefty, attended by the royal family anci 
officers of the court, was coming out to receive me 
roiiceJ a hundred yards. The Emj^eror and his t 
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lighted from their horfes, the Emprefs and ladies from 
their coaciies^ and I did not perceive they were in any 
fright or concern. I lay on the ground to kifs his Ma- 
jcfty's and the Emprefs*s hand. 1 told his Majefty that 
I was come, according to my promife, and with the li- 
cence of the Emperor my m after, to have the honour of 
feeing fo mighty a monarch, and to offer him any fervice 
in my power, confident with my duty to my own prince ; 
not mentioning a word of my difgrace, becaufe I had 
hitherto no regular information of it, and might fuppofc 
myfelf wholly ignorant of any fuch defign ; neither could 
I reafbnably conceive that the Emperor would di. cover 
the fecret, while I was out of his power ; wherein how- 
ever it foon appeared I was deceived. 

I (hall not trouble the reader with the particular ac- 
count of my reception at this court, which was fuitable 
to the generoCiy of fo great a prince ; nor of the diffi-- 
cnlties I was in for want of a houfe and bed, being for- 
ced to lie on the ground, wrapt up in my coverlet. 

4 CHAP. VIII. 

73^ author y hy a lucky accident y finds means to leave BU"' 
^ fufcu s and, after fome difficulties, returns fafe to his 
native country. 

THREE days after my arrival, walking out of cu-- 
riofity to the north-eaft coaft of the ifland, I ob- 
Icrved about half a league ofF^ in the fca, fomewhat that-^ 
[ koked like a boat overturned. I pulled off my (hoes and * 
BbckingS) and, wading two or three hundred yards, I 
fennd the obje»Jl to approach nearer by force of the tide; 
ind then plainly faw it to be a real boat, which I fuppof^ ■ 
ed might by (bme tempeft have been driven from a (hip : 
. vhereupon I returned immediately towards the city, and 
^1^ Mrcd his Imperial Majefty to lend me twenty of the 
'•**. lilldl veflels he had left after the lofs of his fleet, and 
three thou fand fcamen, under the command of his vice- 
tdmiral. This fleet failed round, while I went back the 
Itorteft way lo the coaft; where I firft difcovcred the ' 
boat ; I found the tide had driven it ftill nearer. The (ea- - 
■flfrWCjEtaUpiovid^ with cordage, which X had before-- 
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hand twitted to a fuf^cient (Irength^ When 

came up» I ftvipt royfelf^ and waded till I came \ 

hundred yards of the boat, after which I was : 

fwim till I got up to it. The (earaen threw me 

of thecord^ which. 1 fattened to a hole in the for 

the boat, and the other end to a man of war r bni 

all my labout to little purpofe; for, being oi 

depth}. I was not able to work. In this necefGt 

forced to fwim behind^ and pufli the boat forv 

often as I could,, with one of my hands ; and, the 

voLiing me,,! advanced fb far, that I could j<utt 

my chin and feel the ground. I retted two 

minutes, and then gave the boat another (hove, ai 

till the (ea was no higher than my arm^pits; a 

the mott laborious, pact being over, I took out i 

cables, which were ftowed in one of the ttiips, : 

. cned them firtt to the boat, and then to nine of tl 

.-. 'ivbicb attended me ; the wind being favourable, 

■'. . Bien towed, and 1 fhovedtill we arrived within foi 

of the (hore, and,, waiting till the tide was o^^ I 

to the boat^ and by the aflittance of tWQ t^ufa 

^ with rqpes and en^nes, 1 made a (hift^to ttrn i 

^'I^Qttom, and found it w^s but Uitle damaged. 

I (hair not trouble the reader with the difHculti 

tinder by the help of certain paddles, which coft 

days making, to get my boat to the royal port of ] 

yufhcte a mighty concourfe of people appeared u 

«rrival^ full of wonder at the oght of fo prodigioi 

*• fel. L told the Empetor, that my good fortune hac 

this boat in my way to carry me to fome pla< 

whence I might return into my native country, i 

ged his Majjefty^ orders for getting materials to i 

togethec with his licence to depart,, which, aft 

kind expottulations,, he was pleafed to grant. 

I did vecy much wonder, in all' this time, not 
heard of any exprefs aelating. to me from our Em 
the court of Blefufcu* But I was afterwards given 
ly to undetfti:nd,. that his Imperial' Maj'efty, ne 
giningi I hod the leaft notice of hia dcfigns,. \M 
was only gone to Blefufcu-in performance of my j 
according to the licence he had given me, wh 
iKdOLluxowaat ouccoQrt| aai would return ia a fi 
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when the cetemony was ended. But he was at lad in pain 
•t my long abfence ; and^ after confultlng with the trea« 
finer and the reft of that cabal, a perfon of quality was 
difpatch«l With a copy of the articles againft me. This 
envoy had tnflni^oas to reprefent to the monarch of 
Blefiifcu^ the great lenity of his inafter, who was content 
to punilh me no farther than with the lofs of mine eyes ;. 
that I had fled from j.u{tice, and, if I did not return m 
two hours, I (hould be deprived of my title of Nar^ 
daCy and declared a* traitor. The envoy further added, 
that, in order to maintain the peace and amity between 
both empires, his mafter expeded, that his brother of 
Blefufcu would ^ve orders to have me fent back to Lil» 
Kput, bound hand and foot, to be puni(hed as a traitor- J 

The Emperor of Blefufcu, having taken three days to 
confult, returned an anfwer, confiding of many civilities 
ind excufes. He faid, that, as forfendiiig me bound, hi^ 
brother knew it was impoflible ; that although J IvkI ttt^ "\' 
prived him of his fl^et, yet he owed great obii^acipngf f(>^j% 
me for iWiy good offices I had done him in i^idui^tiie- "i 
peace, xhat however both their MaJeQies wou|^%oii! 
bemade eafy :'for I had found a prodigious ^ilel on> 
the fhore, able to carry me on the fea, which he had' 
given orders to fit up with my own afTiftance and direc* 
tion ; and' he hoped* in a few weeks both empires would^ 
be freed from fo infupportabhs an incumbrance. 

With this anfwer the envoy returned to Lilliput, andl 
the monarch of Blefufcu related' to me all that had pafTed :: 
ofiering me at the fame time (but und<:r the flrideft con«- 
fidence) his gracious protection, if I would continue in his. 
lervice ; wherein,, although I believed him fincere, yet I 
aefolved never more to put any confidence in princes or- 
miniftcrs, where I could pofObly avoid it ; and therefore,, 
with all due acknowledgments- for his favourable inten<^ 
tions, I humbly begged to be excufed;. I told him, that 
fince fortune, whether good or evil, had thrown a veflel' 
b my way, I was refoived to venture myfelf in the ocean,, 
father than be an oacafion of difference between two 
&ch mighty monarchs^ Neither did' I find the Emperor 
It all difpleafiKl ; and I difcovered by a certain acadent,, 
ibat be was very glad of my lefQlutiouj and fo weremoft. 
tf bit BiixuftcnsK 
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Thefe confidemtions moved me to baften toy depa 
turc fomcwhat fooner than I intended ; to which the coui 
impatient to have me gone, very readily contribute 
Five hundred workmen were employed to make two fk 
to ray boat, according to my direAions, by quilting thi 
teen fold of their (Irongefl linen together. I was at t 
pains of making ropes and cables by twilling ten^ tweni 
or thirty of the thicked and (trongefl: of theirs. A gn 
(lone that 1 happened to find, after a long fearch by t 
fea-(hore, ferved me for an anchor. I had the tallow 
three hundred cows for greafing my boat, and otherul 
I was at incredible pains in cutting down Come of 1 
larged timber-trees for oars and mads, wherein I i 
however much afTifted by his Majeily's fhip-carpente 
^ho helped me^^i^ (moothing them aifter I bad done t 
rough work. 

In about a month, when all was prepared, I ient 
receive his Majefly's commands, and to take my lea' 
The Emperor and royal family came out of the palac 
I lay down on my face to kiis his hand, which he v( 
gracioufly gave me ; fo did the Emprefs, *and you 
princes of the blood. His Majefty prcfented me w 
fifty purfes of two hundred ^r«j^/ a-piece, together w 
bis pidurc at full length, which I pat immediately ii 
one of my gloves to keep it from being hurt. The cc 
monies at my departure were too many to trouble t 
reader with at this time. 

I ftored the boat with the carcafes of an hundi 
oxen, and three hundred flieep, with bread and dri 
proportionable, and as much meat ready dreflcd, as fc 
hundred cooks could provide. I took with me fix co' 
and two bulls alive, with as many ews and rams, inteo 
i»g to carry them into my own country, and propags 
the breed. And to feed them on board, I had a good £] 
die of hay, and a bag of corn. I would gladly have tak 
ft dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the £i 
peror would by no means permit ; and, befides a dilige 
fearch into my pockets, his Mjcfty engaged my bono 
not to carry away any of his fubjeds, although with th( 
ownconfcnt and defjre. 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was abl 
Ji^.liul.Qa the 24th day ^ September 1701^ at fix 

i 
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morning.; and when I had gone about four leagues to 
northward J the wind being at fouth-eaft, at fix in the 
ning I defcried a fmail ifland about half a league to 
north -wed. I advanced forward, and caft anchor on 
lee-fide of the ifland, which feeroed to be uninhabit- 

I then took fome refrefhment, and went to my re(l« 
lept well, and as I conjecture, at leafl fix hours, for I 
nd the day broke in two hours after I awaked. It was 
ear night. I eat my break faft before the fun was up ; 
i heaving anchor, the wind being favourable, 1 (leered 
fame courfc that I had done the day before, where- 
[ was directed by my pocket-corn pafs. My intention 
I to reach, if poflible, one of thofc iflands which I 
reafon to believe lay to the north -eaft of Van Dir- 
q's land. I difcovered nothing all that day ; but upon 
next, about three in the afternoon, when I had, by 
computation, made twenty-four leagues from BlefuU 

I defcried a fail (leering to the fouth-eaft ; my 
rfe was due eaft. I hailed her, but could get no an- 
r ; yet I found I gained upon her« for the wind ilack-^ 
d. I made all the fail I could, and in half an hour (he 
d me, then hung out her antient, and difcharged a 
• It is not eafy to exprefs the joy I was in upon the 
xpefted hope of once more feeing my beloved country,. 
the deir pledges I left in it. The (hip flackeried her 
;, and I came up with her between five and fix in the 
ning, September 26 ; but my heart leapt within me to 
her Engli(h colours. I put my cows and (beep intok. 
coat-pockets, and got on board with all my little car^' 
of provilions. The wef[k\ was an Englilh merchant- 
1 returning from Japan, by the North and South-feas ; 
captain Mr. John Biddel of Deptford, a very civil 
a, and an excellent failor. We were now in the lati- 
e of 30 degrees fouthj there were about fifty men in 
(hip ; and here I met an old comrade of mine, one 
cr Williams, who gave me a good charafter to the 
tain. This gentleman treated me with kindnefs, and 
bred I would let him know what place I came firom 
:, and whither I Was bound ; which 1 did in few words, 
: he thought I was raving, and that the dangers I had 
lerwenthad difturbed my bead ; whereupon I tooknf sc j 
€k cattle and iheep out t>f my pocket, viVik\i, mst ^ 

U«8k 
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gecsLt afk>ni{bnienty clearly convinced hi» of my veracity. 
I then (hewed him the gmd given me by the Emperor of 
Bleflilcu^ together with his Majefty's piAure at full length, 
and (bme other rarities of that country. I gave him two 
purfes of two hundred fprt^s each,' and promifed, when 
we arrived in England, to make him a prcient of a cow 
and a fl>eep big with young. 

I (hall not trouble the reader with a particular ac- 
coant of this voyage, which was very profperous for 
the mod part. We arrived in the Downs on the 1 3th of 
April 1702. I had only one misfortune, that the rats on 
board carried away one of my fheep ; I found lier bones 
in a hole, picked clean from the fle(h. The red of my 
cattle I got fafe a-lhore, and fet them a grazing in a 
bowling-green at Greenwich, where the finenefs of the 
£rafs made them feed very heartily, though I had always 
feared the contrary : neither could I poflibly have pre- 
lerved them in fo long a voyage, if the captain had not 
allowed me fomeof his bed biicuit, which, rubbed to pow« 
der, and mingled with water, was their condant food. 
The (hort time I continued in England, I made a conii- 
derable profit by (hewing my cattle to many perfons o( 
quality, and others } and before I began my fecond voy- 
age, I fold them for Cx hundred pounds. Since my lad 
return I find the breed is confiderably increafed, efpc- 
cially the (beep, which 1 hope will prove much to the ad- 
vantage of the woollen manufa^ure, by the finenefs of the 
fleeces. 

I flayed but two months with my wife and famify : 
lor my infatiable deCreof feeing foreign countries would 
fuffer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen hundred 
pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a g6od houfe at 
Redriff. My remaining flock I carried with me, part in 
money and part in goods, in hopes to improve my for- 
tune. My eldefl uncle John had left me an eftate in 
land, near Epping, of about thirty pounds a-year ; and I 
had a long leafe of rhe Black-Bull in Fetter- Lane, which 
yielded me as much more : fo that I was not in any dan- 
ger of leaving my family upon the parifti. My fon John- 
ny, named fo after his uncle, was at the grammar-fchoof, 
and a towardly child. M)[ daughter Betty^ (who is now 
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mtd, and has children) was then at her needle- 
I took leave of my wife^ and hoy and girl^ with 
. both fides, and went on board the Adventure^ a 
it-(hip of 300 tons, bound for Surat, Capt. John 
s of Liverpool commander. But my account of 
fage muft be referred to the fecond part of my 
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TRAVELS into feveral remote 
TiONS of the world. 

PART II. 

A Voyage to Brobdingnag. 

CHAP. I. 

A great flcrm defcnbed, the long-boat fent tofetci 
tei'y the author goes with it to difcover the ca 
He is left on Jhore^ is feized by one of the na. 
and carried to a farmer'' s houje. His reception^ 
feveral accidents that happened there* A defcn 
of the inhabitants. 

HAVI NG been condemned by nature and foi 
to an"a<5live and reftlefs life, in two months 
fliy return, I again left my native country, 
took lliipping in the Downs on the 20th day of 
1702, in the Adventure, Capt. John Nicholas, a C& 
nan, commander, bound for Surat. We had a very pro 
ous gale till we arrived at the Cape of Gooii Hope, « 
we landed for frefh water, but difcoverlng a leak, w< 
(hipped our goods, and wintered there; for, theca; 
falling fick of an ague, we could not leave the Cap 
the cud of March. We then fet fail, and had a 
voyage till we palTed the Streights of Madagafcar ; 
having got northward of that iHandy and to about fif 
grees fouth latitude, the winds, which in thofe feas an 
icrvcd to blow a conftant equal gale between the i 
snd weft, from the beginning of December to the b 
ning of May, on the 1 9th of April began to blow 
much greater violence, and more wefterly than 1 
continuing fo for twenty days together, during v 
time, we were driven a little to the eaft of the Mo 
iflands, and about three degrees northward of the 
as our captain found by an obfervation he took tt 
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of May, at which time the wind cea(ed, and it was a per« 
fefl calniy whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But he, being 
a man well experienced in the navigation of thofe Teas, 
[ bid us all prepare againft a florni, which accordingly hap- 
: pened the day following : for a fouthern wind, called 
the ibuthern mon/oon^ began to fet in. 

Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our fprit- 

fail, and flood by to hand the fore-fail ; but, making foul 

weather, we looked the guns were all fatt, and handed 

the mizen. The Ihip lay very broad off, fo we thought 

f it better fpooning before the fea, than trying or hulling. 

i We reeft the fore-fail and fet him, and hawied aft the 

f fore-flieet ; the helm was hard -a- weather. The fliip wore 

» bravely. We belayed the fore-down-hall ; but the fail 

I was fpUt, and we hawied down the yard, and got the fail 

f into the (hip, and unbound all the things clear of it. It 

was a very fierce ftorm ; the fea broke ftrange and danger- 

1008. We hawied off upon the lanniard of the whip-ftaff, 
and helped the man at the helm. We would not get down 
our top-mad, but let all (land, becaufe (he (cudded before 
•the fea very weli, and we knew that, the top-maft being 
aloft, the (hip was the wholfomer, and made better way 
I through the fea, feeing we had fea-room. When the 
* fiorra was over, we fet fore-fail and main-fail, and 

I brought the (hip to. Then we fet the miifen, main-top- 
lail, and the fore-top*faii^j«fliut; courfe was eaft^north- 
ca/f, the wind was at /out 9^^. We got the ftar-board 
tacks aboard, we caft off our weather -braces and lifts ; 
i we fet in the lee-braces, and hawied forward by the wea- 
[ ther-t>owlings, and hawied them tight, and belayed tiiem, 
and hawied over the nuzen-tack to windward, and kept 
i her fall and by as near as (he would lie. 

Daring this (torm, which was followed by a flron^r 
wind "oeft-fouth'tueftj we were carried by my computa- 
tion about five hundred leagues to the eaft^ fo that the 
oldeft failor on board could not tell in what part of the 
world we were. Our provifions held out well, our (hip 
ws ftaunch, and our crew all in good health ; but we 
lay in the ntmoft diftrefs for water. We thc^Ught it befl 
:>l to hold on the fame courle, rather than turn more north- 
tM eriy, which might have brought us to the north-ivcft parts 
dl ^ great Tartary^ and into the frozen ica« 
i\ Y«L. IV. G Oil 



y6 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Part; 
On the i6thday of June, 1703, a boy on thetop-ni 
difcovered land. On the i yth^ we came in full view 
great ifland or continent (for we knew not whether) 
the fouth-dde whereof was a fmall neck of land jettl 
jDUt into the fea, and a creek too (hallow to hold a (\ 
of above one hundred tons. We cait anchor withii 
league of this creek^ and our captain fent a dozen of 
men well armed in the long-boat, with vefTels for wat 
if any could be founds I defired his leave to go w 
them, that I might fee the country, and make what d 
coveries I could. When we came to land, we faw 
river or fpring, nor any Hgn of inhabitants. Our n 
therefore wandered on the (hore to find out fome fr* 
vfAttr near the fea, and I walked alone about a mile 
the other fide, where 1 obferved the country all ban 
and rocky. I now began to be weary, and feeing nothi 
to entertain my curiofity, I returned gently down 1 
wards the creek ; and the fea being full in my view 
faw our men already got Into the boat, and rowing : 
life to the (hip. I was going to i«>llow after them, 
though it had been ^o little purp^fe, when I obferve 
huge creature walking after them in the fea, as faft 
he could ; he waded not much deeper than his knees^ a 
took prodigiQUsibides ; but our men had the ftart of h 
half a league, and^ the fea there^sbouts being full 
iharp-pointed rocks, the m^pfler was not able to overts 
the boat. . This I wa^ afterwards told, for I durft i 
ilay to fee the ilTue of the adventure ; but ran as fafl 
I could the way I firfl went, and then climbed up a (l( 
hill, which gave roe fome profpedl of the country, 
found it fully cultivated ; but that which firfl furpri 
me was the length of the grafs, which, in thofe groui 
that feem^ to be kept for hay, was about twenty f 

high* 

I fell into a hi|gh-rQad, for fo I took it to be, thou 
J,t ferved to the inhabitants only as a fbot-path throD 
a fidd of barley/ Here I walked on for fome time, I 
could fee little on either fide, It being now near harv( 
and the corn riling at leaft forty feet, I was an he 
walking to the end of tliis field, which was fenced 
with a hedge of at leaft one hundred and twenty f 
jhigi); and the trees fo lofty that I could make no co 

putfttj 
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ition of their altitude. There was a flile to pafs from 
field into the next. It had four (leps, and a (lone to^ 
Ts over when you came to the uppemioft. It was im* 
KUe for me to climb this llile, because every ftep was 
feet kigb, and the upper ilone above twenty. I was 
Idfouring to find fome gap in the hedge, when I dif- 
reied one of the inhabitants in the next field advanc- 
; towards the ftile, of the fame fize with him' whom I 
f ID the fea purfuing our boat. He appeared as tall as 
ordinary fpirc-fteeple, and took tihoxxt ten yards at 
»y (Wide, as near as I could guefs. 1 was ftruck witb 
- QUDoft fear and aAoniftmient, and ran to hide myfelf 
the com, fipom whence I faw him at the top of the 
le looking back into the next field on the right hand, 
d beard him- call in a voice many dejnees louder than 
peiking-trumpet ; but the noi(e was (o high in the air, 
Mat firu I certainly thought it was thunder. Where- 
on feven monfiers, like himfelf, came towards him 
Kb reapog hooks in their hands, each hook about the 
tniefs of fix (cythes. Thefe people were not fo weli 
id SI the firft,. whofe (ervtnts or labourers they feemed 
kr far, upon fome words he fpoke, they went to rea|> 
Bcorn in the field where I lay. I kept firom' them at as 
M idiftanee as I could, l^ut was forced to- move with 
Heme difficulty^ for the ftalks of the com were fome- 
ta not above a foot diftant, fb that I could hardly 
Kcze my body betwixt them. However, I made a (hi& 
go finrward, till I came to* a part of the field where 
ccom had been- lud by the rain and wind. Here it 
U Impoffible for me to advance a flep ; for the ftalkt 
Kfi> interwoven, that I could not creep through, and 
t beirds of the fallen ears fo ftrong and pointed, that- 
cy pierced through my doaths into my flefli. At the 
Be time I heard the raq>ers not above an hundred yards 
Undme. Being quite difpirited with toll, and wholly 
Mroome by grief and defpair, I lay down between 
>0 ridges, and heartily wlfhed I might there end mj 
^« X bemoaned my defolate widow, and fatherlels 
^ren. I lamented my own folly and wilfulnefs in at* 
pipting a fecond voyage againft the advice of all my 
icods and reUtions. In this terrible agiution of mind, I 
ttU not forbear tfaiokiog of LiUiput^ whofe mkvAAxKnm 
. C 2 \wY^ 
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looked upon me as the greated prodigy that ever ap[ 
ed in the world : where I was able to draw an imp 
fleet in my hand, and perform thofe other anions v 
will be recorded for ever in the chronicles of that 
pire, wlule pofterity (hall hardly believe them, alth 
attefled by millions. I reflected what a mortificatk 
mud prove to me, to appear as inconfiderable in thi 

.tion^ as one Ongie Lilliputian would be among as. 
this I conceived was to be the leaft of my misforti 
fbr^ as human creatures are obferved to be more C 
and cruel^ in proportion to their bulk, what could 
pedt, but to be a morfel in the mouth of the firft ai 
thefe enormous barbarians, that fhould happen to (ciz< 
Undoubtedly philofophers are in the rig^t when the 
us, that nothing is great or little otherwife than by 
parifon. It might have pleafed fortune to have let th 
Jiputians find fome nation^ where the peoj^e were ; 
minutive^ with refpedt to them^ as they were to me. 
who knows but that even this prodigious race of m 
might be equally overmatched m fome diftant part ( 
world, whereof we have yet no dilcovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could act f< 
going on with thefe refledtions, when one of the re 
approaching within ten yards of the ridge where 
made me apprehend, that with the next ftep I (hoi 
fquaihed to death under his foot, or cut in two wit 
reaping-hook. And therefore, when he was again 
to move, I fcreamed as loud as fear could mak< 
Whereupon the huge creature trod fhort, and, lo 
round about under him, for fome rime,, at laft efpu 
88 I lay on the ground. He conHdcred a while wi 
caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on a 
dangerous animal, in (iich a manner that it fhall o 
able either to fcratch or to bite him, as I myfelf 
foroetimes done with a weafel in England. At lenj 

' ventured to take me up behind by the middle, be 
his fore-finger and thumb, and brought me within 
yards of his eyes, that he might behold my ihape 
perfedly. 1 gueffed his meaning, and my good f( 
gave me {o much prefence of mind, tliat I refolved 
ikuggle in the leall as be held me in the air, above 
kctiiom the ground^ although he grievouflj pinch( 
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Tor fear I (hould flip through his fingers. All I ven* 
ivas^ to raife mine eyes towards the fun, and place 
ids together in a fupplicating pofture^ and to ipeak 
vords in an humble melancholy tone, fuitable ta^ 
idition I then was in. For I apprehended every roo- 
bat be would daAi me againft the ground^ as we ufu- 
} aoy little hateful animal^ which we have a mind 
roy *. But my good ilar would have it^ that be ap- 

pieaied with my voice and geftures, and began to 
pon me as a curiofity, much wondering to hear mc 
ince articulate words^ although he could not under- 
hem. In the mean time I was not able to forbear 
ng and (heddlng tears, and turning my head to* 
:qy fides ; letting ijim know, as well as I could, how 

I was hurt by the preflure of his thumb and finger, 
med to apprehend my meaning ; for, lifting up the 
of his coat, he put me gently into it, and Immedi- 
an along with me to his matter, who was a fub- 
1 fiuTQicrj and the fame perfon I had firfi feen in the - 

iarmei having (as I (uppofe by their talk) recelv- - 

I an account of me as his iervant could give him^ 
piece of a fmall draw, about the fize of a walking- - 
md therewith lifted up the lappets of my coat ; 
it iecms he thought ta be fome kind of covering 
stare had given me. ' He blew my hairs afide tp 
better iriew of my face. He called his hinds aboDt 
nd asked them (as I afterwards learned) whether. 
id ever feen in the fields, any little creature that 
led me : he then placed me foftly on the ground 

II four, but I got immediately up, and walked flow- 
.wards and fonvards, to let tho^ people fee I had 
int to run away. They all fat down in a circle 
Qe> the better to obferve my motions. I pulled off 

ir inattention to the felicity of fenfitive beings merely 
they are fmall, is here forcibly reproved: many have 
ly cruihed an infeil, who would iliuddcr at cutting the 
of adugi but it fiiould always be remembered, that the 
•thcfe 

ntftid fuf trance feels a pang as great 
i9hc»4i giant dits, Xiawkef. 
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my haty and made a low bpw towards the fermer. 
on my knees, and lifted up my hands and eyes, and 
leveral words as loud as I could : I took a parfe c 
out of my pocket, and humbly prefented it to him 
received it on the palm of his hand, then applied i 
to his e3re to fee what it was, and afterwards tur 
feveral times with the point of a pin (which he to 
of his (leeve) but could make nothing of h. Whe 
I made a Ggn that he flxould place his hand on the g 
I then took the purfe, and opening it, poured dft 2 
into his palm. There were fix Spani(h pieces, < 
pilloles each, beiides twenty or thirty fmaller coi 
fiw him wet the tip of his httte finger upon his I 
and take up one ot my Targeft pieces, and then ai 
but he feemed to be wholfy ignorant what they wer 
made me a fign taput them again into my pnrie, i 
parfe again into my pocket, which, after offen 
liim feveral times, I thought it beft to do* 

The farmer by thiis time was convinced I muft 1 
tional creature. He ipoke often to me, but th< 
of his votce pierced my ears like that of a water m 
ills words were articulate enough. J anfwered as ! 
J could in fiverat hngus^es, and he c^ten laTd 
*within two yards of me ; but all in vain, for we wen 
Jy unintelligible to each other. He then Cent hb If 
to their work, and*, takmg hu handkerchief oat 
pocket, he doubled and fpread it on his left hand, 
he placed flat on the ground^ with the palm upwards 
ing me a fign to Hep into it, as I could ealily do, 
was not above a foot in thicknefs. 1 thought it n 
to obey, and, for fear of falling, laid myfelf atfull 
upon the handkerchief, with the remainder of wl 
lapped me up to the head" for farther (ecurity, 
this manner carried me home to his houfb. There 
^ed his wife, and (hewed me to her : but (he fc 
and ran back, as women in England do at the fig 
toad or a fpider. Howeverj when (he had a while U 
behaviour, afid how well I obferved the figns her hi 
roade, fhewas foon reconciled, and by degrees gr 
tremely tender of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a fervant b 
in, dioaer. It was only one iubfianual dKh of mc 
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r plain condition of an husbandman) in a di(h of a<» 
bur and twenty feet diameter. The company 
le farmer and his wife, three children and an old 
nother : when they were fat down, the farmer pla» 
* at fome diftance from him on the table^ which was 
feet high from the fioor. I was in a terrible fright, 
ipt as far as I could from the edge for fear of &11- 

The wife minced a bit of meat, then crumbled 
bread on a trencher, and placed it before roe. I 
ler a low bow, took out my knife and fork, and 

eat, which gave them exceeding delight. The 
Ts fent her maid for a fmall dram-cup, which held 
two gallons, and filled it with drink ; I took up the 
with much difiiculty in both hands, and in a moft 
iul manner drank to her fodyfbip's health, expref^ 
le words as loud as I could in Engli(h» whicb made 
mpany laugb fo heartily, that I was almoft deaf- 
rith the noife. This liquor tafted like » fmall cyder, 
as not unpleafant. Then the maffer made roe a fign 
De to his trencher-fide ; but as I walked on the 

being in great furprize all the time, as the induK 
reader will eafily conceive and excufe, I happened 
nble againft a crofl:, and feM flat on my face, but re- 
I no hurt. I got up immediately, and obfervingthe 
3eople to be in much concern, I took my hat (which 

under my arm out of good manners) and, waving, 
r roy head, made three huzzas, to flxew 1 had got 
chief by my fallv But advancing forwards toward 
iiler*(as I fhail henceforth call him) his youngefl 
rho fat next htm> an »rch boy of about ten years old^ 
ne up by the legs, and' held me (b high in the air^ 
trembled every limb ; but his father fnatched me 
iim,and at the fanie time gave him fucha box on the 
r, as would have felled aa European troop of horft 

earth, ordering him to be taken from the table. 
iing afraid the boy might owe me a fpight, and 
emembcring how mifchievous all children among 
nrally are to fparrows, rabbits, young kittens, and 
•dogs, I fell on my knees, and pointing to the boy 
my mailer to underdand, as well as I could, that I 
i his ion might be pardoned. The father complied; 
\c lad tgok bis feat again y whcceupon 1, >Ncivt xjo 
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bim and kiired his hand, which my mafter took) ai^ 
made him ilroak me gently with it. 

In the m'uill of dinner, my miUrcfs's favourite cat kni 
into her lap. I heard a noife behind me like that of r 
dozen (locking-weavers at work; and, turning my hcadr 
I found it proceeded from the purring of that aDimilj 
who fcemcd to be three times larger then an 0Z| ail 
computed by the view of her head, and one of her ptwi^ 
while her miilrefs was feeding and (Iroaking her. The 
fierconefs of this creature's countenance altogether iat 
compofed me ; though I flood at-the further end of the 
table, above fifty feet off; and although my miflrefshdd 
her fail, for fear fhe might give a fpring, and feize oieii 
her talons. But it happened there was no danger; fa 
the cat took not the lead notice of me^ when my mafia 
placed me within three yards of lier. And as I havebeel 
always told, and found true by experience in my travel 
that flying or difcovering fear before a fierce animal ill 
certain way to make it purfue or attack you, Co I refob* 
cd in this dangerous jundure to fhew no manner of cob- 
cern. I walked with intrepidity five or fix times be&M 
the very head of the cat, and came within half a yard d 
her; whereupon fhe drew herfelf back, as if fhewerc 
more afraid of me : I had Icfs apprehenflon cencerniBj 
the dogs, whereof three or four came into the room, M 
it is ufual in farmers honfes ; one of which was a maftii 
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound fome* 
what taller than the mafliff, but not fo large. 

When dinner was almod done, the nurfe came in vitii 
a child of a year old in her arms> who immediately Sfki 
me, and began a fquall, that you might have heard from 
London-bridge to Chelfea, after the ufual oratory of in- 
fants to get me for a play-thing. The mother out oi 
pure indulgence took me up, and put me towards th 
child, who prefently feized me by the middle, and go 
my head into his mouth, where 1 roared fo loud that thi 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and 1 fhould infai 
libly have broke my neck, .if the mother had not beh 
her apron under me. The nurfe to quiet her babe mad 
life of a rattle, which was a kind of hollow veflel fillo 
with great floncs, and faflened by a cable to the child* 
waift; but allin vain^ fo that (he was forced to appi^ 
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the laft remedy by giving it fuck. I mud confefs no ob« 
jeft ever difguded me fo much as the fight of her mon* 
llrous bread, uhich I cannot teil what to coiiipare witb^ 
fo as to give the curious reader an idea of its bulk^ fhape, 
and colour. It ftooJ prominent fix feet, and could not 
be lefs than fixteen in circumference. The nipple was a* 
bout half the bignefs of my head, and the hue both of 
that and the dug Co varified with fpots, pimples^ and 
freckles, that nothing could appear more naufeous : for 
I had a near fight of her> fhe fitting down, the more con- 
veniently to give fuck, and I (hnding on the table. This 
made me refle<5l upon the fair fkios of our £ngiifh ladies, 
who appear fo beautiful to us, only becaufe they are of 
onr own fize, and their dcfedls not to be (een but through 
t magnifying-glafs, where we find by experiment, that 
the fmoothefk and whiteft {kins look rough and coarle, 
and ill- coloured. 

I remember, when I was at Lillipnt, the complexions 
of thofe diminutive people appeared to me the falrefl in 
the world ; and talking upoa this fubje^ with a perfoa 
of learning there, who was an intimate friend of mine, he 
bid that my face appeared much fairer and fmoother 
when he looked on me from^the ground, than it did up* 
on a nearer view when I took him up in my hand and 
broDght him clofe, which he confeffed was at firft a very 
fhocking fight. He faid he could difcover great holes in 
my skin ; that the fhimps of my beard were ten times 
flronger than the brifUes of a boar, and my complexion 
made up of feveral colours altogether difagreeable : al« 
though I rouft beg leave to fay for myfelf, that I am as 
fair as mod of my fex and comitry, and very little fun- 
burnt by all my travels. On the other fide, difcourfing 
of the ladies in that Emperor's court, he ufed to tell me^ 
one had freckles, another too wide a mouth, a third too 
large a nofe, nothing of which I was able to diftinguifh. 
I confefs, this reflexion was obvious enough ; which how* 
ever I could not forbear, led the reader might think thofe 
vad creatures were adually deformed : for I mud do 
them judice to fay, they are a comely race of people ; 
and particularly the features of my mader's countenance ; 
although he were but a farmer, when I beheld him from 
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the height of fixty feet^ appeared very well pro 
tioned. 

When dinner was done, my mafter went out to 
labourers^ and^ as I could difcover by his voice an( 
Ihire, gave his wife a flridl charge to take care of me 
was very much tired, and difpofcd to deep, which 
niftrefs perceiving, (he put me on her own bed, anc 
vered me with a clean white handkerchief^ but largei 
coarfer than the main-fail of a man of war. 

I ilept about two hours, and dreamed I was at 1 
with my wife and children, which aggravated my 
rows when I awaked, and found myfelf alone in a 
room, between two and three hundred feet wide, a 
hove two hundred high» lying* in« a bed^ twenty 
wide. My midrefs was gone about her honfhold al 
and had locked me inv The bed was eight yards 
the floor. Some natural necedities required me u 
clowns I durft not prdume to call, and, if I hs 
would have been in vain with fuch a voice as mine, 
f reat a diftance as from the room where I lay tc 
kitchen where the family kept. While I was under 
circumdances, two rats crept up the curtains, an< 
finelling backwards and forwards on the bed. O 
them came up almoS to my face, whereupon I roH 
fright, and drew out my hanger to defend myfelf. ' 
horrible animals had the boldnefs to attack me on 
fides, and one of them htld his fore-feet at my cc 
but I had the good fortune to rip up his belly, befoi 
could do me any mifchief. He fell down at my feet 
the other feeing the fate of his comrade made hia d 
but not without one good wound on the back, wh 
gave him as he fled, and made the blood run trie 
firom him. After this exploit I walked gently to an 
on the bed to recover my breath, and^lofa of ft 
Thefe creatures were of the (ize of a laife maftin 
infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo that, if I had 
oflf my belt before I went to fleep, I muft have infa 
been torn to pieces and devoured. I meafured tb 
of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards long, 
ing an inch ; but it went againft my ftomacb to dra 
carcaA off the bed, where it lay ftill bleeding ; I ol 
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cd It had yet fome life, but, with a ftrong flaih crofs the 
neck, I thoroughly difpatched it. 

Soon after my miftrefs came into the room, who fee- 
ing me all bloody, ran and took me up in her liand. I 
pointed to the dead rat, finiling and making other (igns 
to Qiew I was not hurt, whereat fhe was extremely re- 
joiced, calling the maid to take up the dead rat with a 
pair of tongs, and throw it out of the window. Then 
ihe fct me on a table, where I (hewed her my hanger all 
bloody, and, wiping it on the lappet of my ooat, retqrn- 
[ ^ it to. the fcabbard. I was preifed to do more than one 
I thing, which another could not do for me, and therefore 
endeavoured to make;my miftrefs underftand that I defir- 
ed to be fet down on the floor ; which, after (he had 
; done, my bafhfulnefs would not fuffer me to exprefs my» 
( felf farther, than by pointing to the door, and bowing Se- 
veral times. The good woman, with much diificulty, at 
I 'lad perceived what I would be a^ and taking roe up a- 
gain in her hand, walked into the garden, where (he feC 
me down. I went on oiie fide about two hundred yards^ 
and beckoning to her not to look or to follow me, I hid 
myfelf between two leaves of forrel, and there difcharg* 
ed the necedities of nature. 
I hope the gentle reader will excufe me for dwelling 
I on thefe and the like particulars, which, however infignl- 
I ficant they may appear to grc^^ling vulgar minds, yet 
I will certainly help a philofpfflicf to .^nlar^ his thoughts 
and imagination, and apply them to the benefit of public 
I as well as private Ufe, which was my fole defign in pre- 
I Tenting this and other accounts of my travels to the 
world ; wherein 1 have heen chiefly ftudious of truth^ 
I without afieAtng any ornamehu of learning or of flyle. 
I But the whole Iccoe of this voyage made fo ftrong aa 
f impreffion on my aind, and is fo deeply fixed in my m&> 
! mory, that in committing it to paper I did not omit one 
I material fcircam(lance : however, upon a ftridt review^ I 
I blotted out Mineral pafTages of IdTs moment which were in 
" my firft copy, for fear of being cenfored as tedious and 

I trifling, whereof travoliers are often^ perhaps ix>t wMi- 
jDut jufticci accufed. 
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CHAP. II. 

jf dcfcrtptwn of the farmer^s daughter. The aikt 
carried to a market-towfiy gnd then to the metr^oHu 
The particulars of his journey, 

MY niiftrefs bad a daughter of nine years old^ a chOi 
of towardly parts for her age, very dexterous it 
her needle, and skilfuJ in drefTing her baby. Her mothv 
and (he contrived to fit up the baby's cradle for me agaial 
night : the cradle was put into a fmall drawer of a cabiotL 
and the drawer placed upon a hanging fhelf for fear df 
the rats. This was my bed all the time I flayed wk 
thofe people, though made more convenient by degreei, 
as I began to learn their language, and make my wantt 
known. This young girl was fo hardy^ that, after I hiJ 
once or twice pulled off my cloaths before her, ffae vai 
able to drefs and undrefs me, though I never gave hff 
that trouble, when (he would let me do either myfdf. 
She made me fcven (hirts, and fome other linf*n, of ii 
line cloth as could be got, which indeed was coarfer thai 
fackcloth ; and thefe (he conftantly wafhed for me witk 
her own hands. She was likewife my fchool-miftrefs to 
teach me the language : when I pointed to any thing, (he 
told me the name of it in her own tongue, Qa that lo t 
few days I was able to call for whatever I had a mind Mb 
She was very good-natured, and not above forty fat 
high, being little for her age. She gave me the name i( 
Grildrig, which the fannly took up, and afterwardi the 
\vhole kingdom. The word imports what the Latins ceU 
nanunculusy the Italians homunceletinOj and the Engliii 
mannikiiu To her I chiefly owe my prefervation in thit 
country : we never parted while I was there ; I callei 
her my Glumdalclitch, or little nurfe ; and fliould be 
guilty of great ingratitude, if I oniittid Hs honounbk 
mention iS her care and affedioft towarih me, which ] 
heartily wi(h it lay in my power to reqilhe as (he de* 
ferves, inllead of being the innocent, but unhappy in* 
ftrument of her difgrace^ as J have too much realbn n 

1 
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It now began to be known and talked of in the neigh- 
bourhood^ that my maftcr bad found a (Irangc animal iu 
the field, about the bignefs of a fplacnucky but exa<5lly 
(haped in every part like a human creature ; which it 
likewife imitated in all its aiftions ; fecmcd to fp'eak in a 
little language of its own, had already learned fcveral 
vords of theirs, went ereft upon two legs, was tame and 
gentle, would come when it was called, do whatever it 
was bidy had the fined limbs in the world, and a 
complexion fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three 
years old. Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was 
a particalar friend of my mailer, came on a vifit on pur- 
pole to enquire into the truth of this flory. I was im- 
taediately produced, and placed upon a table^ where I 
walked as 1 was commanded, drew my hanger, put it up 
again, made my reverence to my mafter's gucft, asked hini 
m his own language how he did, and told him he Wjis 
welcome, juft as my little nurfe had inftrufted me. This 
man, who was old and dim-fightcd, put on hb fpeiSacles 
to behold me better, at which I could not forbear laugh- 
ing very heartily, for his eyes appeared like the full moon 
ihining into a chamber at two windows. Our people, who 
\\^\ ^^overcd the caufe of my mirth, bore me company in 
laughing, at which the old fellow was fool enough to be 
angry and out of countenance. He had the charaftcr of 
I great mifer, and, to my misfortune, he well deferved it, 
by the curled advice he gave my mafter, to (hew mc as 
t fight upon a market-day in the next town, which was 
^. ^ btlf an hour's riding, about two and twenty miles from 
^" .( oarhoufe. I guefTed there was fomc mifchief contriving^ 
■ trhcn I obfiarved my mafter and his friend whifpering 
long together, fometiroes pointing at roe; and my fears 
made me fancy^ that I overheard and underftood fonie of 
their words. But the next morning Glumdalclltch, my 
"r^ little nurfe, told me the whole matter, which (he had 
^i cunningly picked out from her mother. The poor girl 
T'l lud me on her bofom, and fell a weeping with (hameand 
*^"l grief. She apprehended fome mifchicf would happen to 
; ' I ine from rude vulgar folks, who might fqueeze me to 
* death, or break one of my limbs by taking me in their 
hands. She had alfo obferved how motlcft I was in my 
aatore, how nicely I regarded my honour , au«.\ >ji\\ax ^il 
Vol. IV* H Vx^'^\^t1v| 
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Indignity I fliould conceive It to be expofed 
as a public fpedacle to the meancft of the pe 
faid, her papa and mama had promifed th 
jhould be hers, but now (he foand they mca 
her as they did laft year, when they pretenc 
her alamby and yet^ as foon as it was fat, fold 
cher. For my own part, I may truly affirm, 
jefs concerned than my nurfe. I had a (Irong h 
never left me, that I (hould one day recover i 
;Rnd as to the ignominy of being carried a 
inonfter, I confidercd myfelf to be a pcrfc<fl 
the country, and that fuch a misfortune coul 
charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I fhoui 
England ; fince the King of Great Britain him 
/condition, mud have undergone the fame diili 
My mailer, purfuant to the advice of his f 
ried me in a box the next market-day, to the 
Jilg town, and took along with him his littl 
my nurfe, upon a pillion behind him. The bo 
OD every fide, with a little door for me to go 
ffnd a few gimlct-holes to let in air. The git 
ib careful as to put the quilt of her baby's I 
for me to lie down on. However, I was terr 
and difcoropofed in this journey, though it \ 
half an hour. For the horfe went sfbout fo 
every ftep, and trotted fo high, that the ag 
equal to the rifinsr and falling of a fhip in a g 
hut much niore frequent : our journey was for 
ther than from London to St. Alban's. My m: 
ed at an inn which he ufed to frequent ; and 
fulting a while with the inn-keeper, and makin 
ceflary preparations, he hired the grultrud, < 
give notice through the town, of a urange ere 
leen at the fign of the Green Eagle, not \o big 
fiuck (an animal in that country very finely fha 
fix feet long) and in every part of the body ref 
human creature, could (peak feveral words, ai 
fin l^undred diverting tricks. 

. I was placed upon a table in the larged ro 
inn, which might be near three hundred feet fq 
little nurfe flood on a low (lool clofe to the tab 
garp of me; and direA what I fhould do. My 
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ivoid a croud, would fafFer only thirty people at a time 
to (ee me. I walked about on the table as the girl com* 
manded : fhe asked mcquedions^ as far as (he knew my un« 
derftanding of the language reached, and 1 anfwcfed then! 
as loud as I could. I turned about fevera) times to the 
company, paid my humble refpedts, faid they were wel-* 
come, and ufed fome other fpeeches I had been taught. 
I took up a thimble filled with liquor, which Glumdal^ 
ditch had given me for a cup, and drank their health. 
1 drew out my hanger, and flouri(hed with it after the 
tnanner of fencers in England. Mv nurfe gave me part of 
t ftraw, which I cxercifed as a pike, having learned thef 
art in my youth. I was that day (hewn to twelve fets of 
company, and as often forced to adl over again the lame 
fopperies,- til) I was half dead with wearinefs and vexa- 
tion. For thofe who had feen me made fuch wonderful 
reports, that the people were ready to break down the 
doors to come in. Aty mafter, for his own interefl^ 
stonld not fuffer any one to touch me, except my nurfe ; 
and to prevent danger, benches were fet round the table 
at fuch a diilance, as to put me out of every body's reach^ 
However, an uniucky Ichool-boy aimed a hazel-nut di** 
reftly at my head, which very narrowly mlfled me ; o^ 
therwife, it came with fo much* violence, that it would 
have infallibly knocked out my brains, for it was almoft 
' as large as a imall pompion : bur I had the fatisfafbion t<> 
fee the young rogue weti beaten, and turned out of the 
room. 

My mafter gave public notice, that he would (hew me * 
again the next market-day, and in the mean time he pre^ 
pared a more convenient vehicle for me, which he had 
reafon enough to do ; for I was fo tired with my firft 
. jonmey, and with entertaining company for erght honrs 
together, that I could hardly (Vand upon my legs, or 
fpeak a word. It was at lea(l three days before I reco- 
"vered my ftrength ; and that I might have no reft at 
home^ authe neighbouring gentlemen, from an hundred 
. nilet ronnd, hearing of my fame, came to fee me at my 
malltt*s own houfe.* There could not be fewer than 
thirty perfons with their wives and children (for the 
country is very populous ;) and my mafter demanded the 
late of a fiiH room, whenever he (hewed me at horoe, ^l- 
H 2 ^>a$^ 
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lield out her little finger towards me (after I w 
table) which I embraced ia bolb my arms, aj 
tip of it with the utmoft reTpe^ to my lip, Sb 
fixne general qoeftions about ray coantry, and i 
which I mnfweced as difti:n£Uy> and in as few ' 
could. She asked, wliether I would be conteni 
court, i bowed down ta the board of the 
humbly anfwered^ that 1 was my mafter*s flavi 
were at my own difpofal, I Siould be proud to 
life to her Majedy's fervtcCk She then asked i 
whether he were williiig to ieU me at a good p 
who apprehended J could not live a month, 
enough to part with me» and demanded a tboui 
Qf gold, which wece ordered him on the fpot^ 
being about the bignefs of eight hundred moycl« 
allowing for the proportion of all things be 
country and Europe, and the high price of g 
thero» was Iiardly fo great a fum aa a thoufa 
%vould be in England. I then faid to the Que 
Vas now her M^jefty's moft humble creature 
I mud beg tlie favour, that GJuradalclitch, w 
ways tended me with fo.much core and kindnef 
der flood to do it fb well> might be admitted ir 
vice, and continite to be my nurfe and in{\iu* 
Majefiy agreed to my petition^ and ealily gott 
confent^ who was glad enough to have his dai 
fcrred at court, and- the poor girl hecfelf was i 
Aide her ioy : my late mafter withdrew^ biddii 
well, and faying he had left me in a good, i 
vliich I replied not a word^ only making h 
bow. 

The Queen obftn^ed. my. coldnefs,, and, 
farmer was gone out of the apartment^ ask^ 
reafon.. I made bold to tell her Majefiy, that 
Other obligation to my late mafter, than, his r 
out the brains of a. poor harmlefs creature 
chance in his field ;. which obligation wasamj: 
penfed by the gain he had made in fhewing n 
lialf the kingdom, and the price hehad now fi 
That the life I had fince led, was laborious- 
ImM an animal of tcnriimes my ftrengih. Thai 
was much impaired by the continual drudgerj 
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rabble every hour of the day, and that, if my . 
not thought my life in danger, her Majefty 
lave got fo cheap a bargain, fiat as I was our 
f being ill treated under the protedbion of fo 
jod an Emprefs^ the ornament of nature, the 
the world, the delight of her fubjc^fts, the 
the creation ; fo, I hoped my late mader's 
ns would appear to be groundleis, for I al- 
l my fpirits to revive by the influence of her 
pre(eace» 

s the fum of my (peech, delivered with great 
es and hcQtation ; the latter part was altoge-^ 
1 in the (lylc peculiar to that people, whereof 
(bme phraibs from. GlumdalcUtch, while (he 
ig me to Goust. 

sen, giving great allowance for my defedlivc- 
iking, was however furprifed at fo much wit 
;nfe in fo diminutive an animak She took me 
hand, and carried me to the King,, who was. 
I to his cabinet.. His^Maje(ly,.a prince of much 
i audere countenance^ not well obferving my 
ft view, asked the Queen after a cold manner^ 
t was fince (he grew fond of 2ifplacnuck ;■ for 
ns he took me to be, as I lay upon my breaft 
sfty's Fight hand. But this prkicefs, who hath< 
deal of wit and humour, (et me gently on my- 
he fcrutoce, and commanded me to give his 
account of myfelf, which I did in a very few 
id Glomdalclitch, who attended at the cabinet 
could not endure I fhouid be out of her (ight^ 
itted, confirmed all that had paiTed from my 
ler father's houfe. 

ig, although he be a» learned a perfon as any 
inions, had been educated in the (hidy of phh 
nd particularly mathematics ; yet when he ob- 
(hape exa(5lly, and faw me walk eredl, before 
fpeak, conceived I might be a piece of clock* 
ich is in that country arrived to a very great 
contrived by fome ingenious artift. But when- 
ly voice, and found what I deliwrcd to be re^ 
rational, he could not conceal his aftonifhment. 
no means faiisfied with the relation X gavo- 
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htm of the manner I cane into bi& kingdom^ but the 
k a ftory concerted between Glumdaiclitch and be 
ther, whohad Moght me a fett of words to make m 
Oft a better price. Upon this imagination he put it 
other queftions to me, and dill received rational anf 
no othfrwi(e defetflive than by a foreign accent^ ai 
imperfed knowledge to the language, with (bme i 
phrafes, which I had learned at the farmer's houfe^ 
did not fuit the polite (lyle of a court. 

His Majcdy fent for three great fcholars^ who were 
in theic weekly waiting according to the cudom. ia 
country. Theie gentlemen, after they had a while 
amlned my ftiape with' much nicetyi were of diff^re 
pinions concerning^ me. They all agreed, that I couh 
be produced according to the regular laws of nature^ 
caufe I was not firam^ with a capacity of prefervin| 
life either by fwiftnefs, or climbing of trees> or dig 
holes in the earth. Theyobferved by my teetb> w 
they viewed with great exatflnefs, that I was a cam! 
OQS animal ; yet mod quadrupeds being an overmatc 
me, and field-mice with fome others too nimble, 
<;ould not ima^ne how I fhould be able to> fupport 
felf, unlefs I ^d upon fnails and other ln(e<^s, m 
they offered, by many learned arguments, to evince 
It could not pofilbly do*, one of thde virtuofi ieem< 
think that I: might be an embryo, or abortive birth, 
this opinioa was reje«5ted by the other two, who oUc 
my limbs to be perfei^ and finifbed, and thatllKul-. 
feveral years,, as it was manifefi from my beard, 
ft'amps whereof they plainly difcovered through a i 
irifying-gl a fSk They would not allow me to bea-d* 
becaufe my littlenefs was beyond all degrees of coi 
rifon ; for the Queen's favourite dwarf» the fmsdleft 
known in that kingdom, was near thirty feet high* i 
lauch debate they concluded Uftanimoudy, . that I vras 

* By this rearoning the author pvobably intended to ric 
the pride of. thofe philofophers, wh» have thought fii to ir 
the wifdMU of Providence iirthe creation and - goveiTunc 
the world ; whofe cavils aFe fpecious, like tbofa of' thor J 
d|Bgnagian fages, only in proportion to the ignoraaoc- of 
to. whom they are proppfcd^ Harmkefi.. 
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ftalcathj which is interpreted literally lufus 
I determination exa^y agreeable to the mo* 
fophy of Europe, whofe profeiTors, dlfdaining 
anon of nccult caufes, whereby the followers 
; endeavoured in vain to difguife their igno- 
e invented this wonderful iblution of all difE* 
the imfpeakable advancement of human know-> 

is deciiive condufion I entreated to be heard 
wo. I applied myfelf to the King, and affured 
f that I came from a country, which abounded 
il millions of both fexes and of my own fUture ; 
animals, trees, and houfes were all in propor- 
vhere by confequence I might be as able to de- 
', and to find fuitenance, as any of his Majefty't 
lid do here ; which I took for a full anfwer to 
emens arguments. To this they only replied 
: of contempt, faying, that the farmer had io^ 
I very well in my leffon*. The King, who had 
ter underdanding^ difmiding his learned roen^ 
I farmer, who by good fortune was not yet 
f town ; having therefore firft examined him 
md then confronted him with me ^nd the younf 
ajcfty began to think that what we told him 
bly be true. He defired the Queen to order 
cular care fhould be taken of me, and was ol 
lat Glumdalclitch (hould dill continue in her 
nding me, becanfe he obferved we had a great 
or each other. A convenient apartment was 
ir her at court ; (he had a fort of governefs 
take care of her education, a maid to drefs 
ro other fervants for menial offices ; but the 
\ was wholly appropriated to.herfclf. The 
jnanded her own cabinet-maker to contrive a 
might ferve me for a bed-chamber, after the 
Glumdalclitch and I (hould agree npon. This 
moft ingenious artift, and according to my di* 

tire is levelled againft all, Who rejeft tbofe fa<b 
:bey cannot perfeflly account^ notwithftanding the 
f rejefiing the tcitimony by which they are fupi» 
wakef, 

leeooBft 
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redtions in three weeks ffnifhed for me a wooden chamber 
of fixteen feet fquare, and twelve high, with fant-win- 
dows, a door, and two clofets, like a London bed-chamber. 
The board, that made the deling^ was to be Hfted op 
and down by two hinges to put in a bed ready fumifhea 
by her Majefty's aphoMlerer, which Glumdaklitch took 
out every day to air^ made it with her own hands, and 
letting it down at night, locked up the roof over me. A 
nice workman, who was famous for little curiofities, un- 
dertook to make me two chairs, with backs and frames, 
of a fubftance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with a 
cabinet to put my things in. The room was quilted on all 
Udes, as well as the floor and the cieling, to prevent any 
accident firom the carelefnefs of thofe who carried me, and 
to break the force of a jolt when I went in a coach. I 
defired a lock for my door to prevent rats and mice from 
coming in : the fmith, after feveral attempts, made the 
fmalleit that ever was feen among them, for I have known 
a larger at the gate of a gentleman's houfe* in England. 
I made a fhift to keep the key in a pocket of my own^ 
fearing Gluradalclitch might lofe it. The Queen likewift 
ordered the thinned filks that could be gotten to make 
me cloaths, not much thicker than an Englifh blanket, 
very cumberibme, till I was accuftomed to them. Thqr 
were after the fafhion of the kingdom, partly rifttliKB 
the Perfian, and partly the Chinefe, and are a ^Mj^lim 
and decent habit. 

The Queen bccartie fb fond of my oompan 
could not dine without-me. I had a table pfaced.^pon 
the fame at which her Majefty eat, juft at her left elboW| 
and a chair to fit on. Glumdalclitch (iood on a (lool on 
the floor near my table to aflift and take care of me. I 
had an entire fet of filver diflies and plates and other ne- 
ceflaries, which in proportion to thofe of the Queen, were 
not much bigger than what I have feen in a London toy* 
(hop, for the furniture of a baby-houfe : thefe my little 
nurfe kept in her pocket in a filver box, and gave meat 
meals as I wanted them, always cleaning them herfelf. No 
perfon dined with , the Qaeen but the two Princefles roy- 
al, the elder fixteen years old, and the younger at that 
time thirteen and a month. Her Majefty ufed to put a bit 
of meat upon one of my diflies; out of which I carved for 

myfelf; 
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d her diverGon was to fee me eat in miDiature. 
leen (who had indeed but a weak ftomach) 
: cue iDoutliful^ as much as a dozen Englifh 
lid eat at a raeal^ which to me was for fonie 
naufeous fight *, She would craunch the wing 
)ones and all^ between .her teeth, although it 
imes as large as that of a full grown turkey ; 
it of bread in her mouth, as big as two twelve- 
cs. She drank out of a golden cup, above « 
t a draught. Her knives were twice as long as 
et ftrait upon the handle. The fpoons, forks^ 
nllruments, were all in the fame proportion. 
r, when Glumdalclitch carried me out of cu- 
?e fome of the tables at court, where ten or a 
lefe enormous knives and forks were lifted up 
: thought I had never till then beheld fb ter* 
t. 

cuflom, that every Wednefday (which, as t 
'e obferved, is their Sabbath) the King and 
th the royal ifTue of both fexes, dine together 
tment of his Mi^efly, to wbqin I wasL now be* 
:at favourite ; and at thefe timet my little chair 
vcTc placed at his left hand before one of the 
. This Prince took a pleafure in converfing 
aquiring into the manners, religion, laws, gr« 

and learning of Europe ; wherein I gave him 
:ount I was able. His appreheniion was fo clear, 
Igmcnt fo €3LA6t, that he made very wife refle- 

: other dreadful and difgufting images which cu- 
idered familiar, arc tho{c which arifc from eating 
1. He who has ever turned with abhorrence from 
1 of a bead which has been picked whole by birds 
mud confefs, that habit only could have enabled 
[ure the fight of the mangled bones and flefli of a 
e which every day cover his table : and he who rc- 
: number of lives that have been facrificed to fuftaia 
3uld enquire by what the account has been balanced, 
r his life is become proportionably of more value, 
rcife of virtue and piety, by the fuperior happinefg 
las communicated to reafonable beings, and by th^ 
h his intellea has afcribtd to Cfod, Hai^kef. 
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Aions and obfervations tipon all I faid. But I con: 
after 1 had been a Httlc too copious in talking of 
beloved country, of our trade^ and wars by fea a 
of our (chifms in religion, and parties in the ft: 
prejudices of his education prevailed fo far^ that '. 
not forbear taking mc up in his right hand, and ( 
me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of I: 
asked me, wliether I was a Whig or Tory ? The 
?ng to his firft minitter, who waited behind hir 
white flaff^ near as tall as the main-mafl of th 
Sovereign, be obferved how contemptible a th 
hnman |^idd6ur, whiqfi could be mimicked by 
minotivendi^it I: and yet, fays he, I dare 
thefe atatflici have their titles and dilHndlions of 
they dOntAfe Kttle nefts and burrows, that t 
hottfttdud'chifii^ they make a figure in drei^ ai 
pag^ ; dMy love, they fight, they difpute, th( 
mjbetniy. And thus he continued on, while 
JoiirGaiA^ and- went feveral times with indignatia 
cor fMlUe country, the miftrefs of arts and ai 
fcoilrgeof France, the arbitrcfs of Europe, the 
vhtOB, piety, honour and troth, the pride and 
the poAif fo contemptuoudy treated. 

At at i was not in a condition to refent inj 
^ ,v^ WpotfOttSKte thoughts I began to doubt wheth 
injuMomO*. For, after having been accuftoiliei 
monfbi t0 lAss fight and converfe of this people, 
fervdd efttyfi\^c6t upon which I caft mine eyes 1 
propartionule magnitude, the horror I had at i 
ceivd ft^their bulk and afpe^, was fo fiir v 
th*!!? rhiU then beheld a company of Englifli Ic 
ladlea in tfarir finery, and birth-day doaths, a^i 
feverd'pirts in the moll coprtly manner of itrutti 
bowins, and prating ; to fay the truth , 1 (hould h 
flronm tfcmpted to laugh as much at them, as t 
and hif tetndees did at me. Neither indeed cou 
bear fining ^t myfelf, when the Queen ufed to 
Qpon h^iiand towards a looking^glafs, by whi> 
our perWili appeared before me in full view t( 
and there tould nothing be more ridiculous than 
parifon : f^ that I really began to imagine mylcJ 
4Ued many degrees below my ufual fize. 
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Nothing angered and mortified me fo much, as the 
Queen's dwarf, who being of the lowed flature that was 
ever in that country (for I verily think he was not full 
diirty feet high) became (6 infolcnt at feeing a creature 
(b much beneath him, that he would always aflcdl to 
fwagger, and look big as he palled by me in tlic Qiicen's 
inti-chamber, while I was (landing on forae table talking 
With the lords or ladies of the court, and he fdvloni fail* 
;d of a fmart word or two upon my littlencfs ; againfl 
which I could only revenge niyfelf by calling him bro- 
ther, challenging him to wreftle, and fucli repartees as 
are ufual in tlie mouths oitourt pages. One day, at din- 
ner, this malicious Httle cubb was fo nettled with forac« 
thing I had fold to him, that, railing himfelf upon the 
frame of her Majelty's chair, he took me up by the mid- 
dle, as I was fitting down, not thinking any harm, and 
let me drop into a large iilver bowl of cream, and then 
ran away as fad as he could. I fell over head and ears, 
and, if I had not been a good fwimmer, it might have 
I gone very hard with me; for Glumdalclitch, in that in- 
lUnt, happened to be at the other end of the room, and 
live Q:ieen v;as in fuch a fright, that llie wanted prcfence 
of mind to aflifl me. But my little nurfc ran to my re- 
lief, and took me out, after I hul fw allowed above a 
Vart of cream. I was put to bed ; however, 1 received 
to other damage than the lofs of a ibit of clothes, which 
Was utterly fpoiled. The dwarf was foundly wiiipped, 
ttd as a' farther punifhment, forced to drink up the bowl 
of cream, into which, he had thrown me ; neither was he 
ever rcftorcd to favour : for foon after the Q^iieen he- 
llowpd him on a lady of high quulity, fo that I faw hin% 
no more, to my very great fatisrao:ion ; for I coul : not 
tkll to what extremity fuch a malicious urchin might 
have carried his rcfentment. 

He had before ferved me a fcurvy trick, which fct 
the Qpcen a-laughing, altliough at the fame time flic was 
heartily vexed, and would have imv.icd lately caftiiercd 
I him, if 1 bad not been fo generou> as to in'ercede. Her 
Majdty had taken a marrow-bone upon her plate, and, 
tflet knocking out the marrow, placed the bone again 
in the difli creel, as it ftood before ; the dwarf watching 
b opportunity^ while Glumdalclitch was gone to tl\^ 
Vit.. IV. I ^<i*> 
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iide-board, mounted the (lool that (he flood on to take 
•care of me at meals, took me up in both hands, and 
fqueeiing my legs together^ wedged them into the mar- 
row-bone above my waifl, where I (luck for fome timei 
Qnd made a very ridiculous figure. I believe it was near 
a minute before any dfie knew what was become of me ; 
for I thought it below me to cry out. But, as princes 
leldom get their meat hot, my legs were not fcalded, on- 
rly my (lockings and breeches in a fad condition. The 
. dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other punifhmcnt than a 
found whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the Qjaeen upon account of 
sny fearfulnefs ; and fhe ufed to ask me, whether the peo- 
ple of my country were as great cowards as myfelf ? The 
occafion was this : the kingdom is much peflcred with 
£ies in fummer^ and thefe odious inre(5l8, each of them ai 
big as a Dunflablc hrk, hardly gave me any rcfl while I 
fat at dinner with their continual humming and buzzing 
about mine ears« They would fometimes alight upon my 
visuals, and leav« their loathfome excrement or fpawn 
behind, which to me was very viiible, though not to the 
natives of that country, whofe large optics wcce not fo 
acute as mine, in viewing fmaller obje<5ls. Sometimes the; 
would fix iipoB my nofe or fore-head, where they (lung 
me to the quick, fmelling very ofTenGvely ; and I could 
eafily trace that vifcous matter, which, our naturalifll 
tell us, enables thofe creatures to walk with their feet 
upwards upon a cieling. I had much ado to defend my^ 
ielf againd thefe deteftable animals, and could not 
forbear darting when they came on my face. It was the 
common pra^ice of the dwarf to catch a number of thefe 
infers in his band, as fchool-boys do among us, and let 
them out fuddenly under my nofe, on purpofcto frighten 
me, and divert the Queen. My remedy was to cut them 
in pieces with my knife, as they flew in the air, wherein 
jsy dexteirity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalclitch had let 
Die in my box upon a window, as (he ufually did in fair 
d^ys, to give me air (for I durft not venture to let die 
box be hung on a nail out of the window, as we do wiA 
xages in England) after I had lifted up one of my faffaei, 
Ws^A At down at my taUp to eat a piece of fweet cake 

for 
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for my breakfail, above twenty wafps, allured by the 
finell^ came flying into the rooni> humming louder thai> 
the drooes of as many bag-pipes. Some of them feized 
my cakCf and carried it piece-meal away ; others flew a* 
boat my bead- and face, confounding me with the noife, 
and putting-me tn the ntmoft-terrc^ of their flings. How- 
ever, I had the coorage to rife and draw my hanger, and 
attack them in the air. I difpatched four of them, but 
the reft got away,, and I prefenrly (hut my window. 
Thefe inieds were as targe as partridges-; I took out 
their (ting8> found them an inch and a half tong, and as 
(harp as needles* I canefuUy preferred them all, and 
having (ince (hewn them with fome other curiofities ia 
ieveriU parts of Europe, upon my return to England, ]r 
gave three of them to Grdham College^ and kept the 
fourth for myfelf- 

CHAP. IV. 

Tie country defcrlhed. A propofal for corre^wg mo» 
dern maps. The King^s palace^ and fome account of 
tie metropolis. The author's luaj of travelling. The 
chief temple defcrihed. 

^ T Now intend to give the reader a (hort defcriptlon of' 
1 this country, as- far as I travelled in it, which was 
aot above two thoufand miles round Lorbrulgrud, the 
netropolis. For the Queen, whom. I always attended^ 
aever went ferther when fhe accompanied the King in 
Us progrefles, and there (laid till his Majefly returned 
fiom viewing his frontiers. The whole extent of this 
Prince's d<}nunions reacheth about fix thoufand miles .in- 
lengthy and from three to five in breadth. From whence 
I cannot but conclude, that our geographers of Europe' 

Isre ia a great error, by fuppoflng nothing but fea between 
Japan and California ; for it was ever my opinion, that 
tbere mud be a balance of earth to counterpoife the great 
continent of Tartary ; and therefore they ought to cor- 
tcft their maps and charts, by joining this vafl trad of 
had to the north-weft parts of America, wherein I fhali 
be ready to lend them my afliftancc. 

12 ^V.^- 
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The kingdom is a pcninfula, terminated to ti 
caft by a ridge of mountains, thirty miles hig 
are altogether impaiTabie, by reafon of the voles 
on the tops : neither do the mod learned know ' 
of mortals inhabit beyond thofe moontains, oi 
they be inhabited at al!. On the three other f 
bounded by the ocean. There is not one fea-p< 
v^hole kingdom, and thofe parts of the coafts ir 
the rivers ifTue, are fo full of pointed rocks, at 
»?nerally fo rough, that there is no venturisg 
nnallefl of their boats ; fo that thefe people ar 
excluded firom any commerce with the reft of tl 
But the large rivers are full of veflels, and abc 
excellent fifh^ for they feldom get any from th 
caufc the fea-fifh are of the fame fize with thofe i 
and confequently not worth catching ; whereby i 
fefl, that nature, in the production of plants an 
of fo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined U 
tinent, of which I leave the reafons to be d 
by philofophers. However, now and then th 
whale, ihttt happetis to be dafhed agaihft the rdc 
the common people feed on heartily. Th^fe 
have known fo large^ thaf a main could hardly 
upon his (houlders ; and fometimes for curioCt 
brought in hampers to Lorbrulgrud : I /aw on 
in a difh at the King's tabfte> which pailed fo 
but I did not obferve Tie was fbnd of it } for I th 
tiie bignefs difgufted him, although I have ieen 
what larger in Greenland. 

The country is well inhabited, for it contain 
cities, near an hundred walled towns, and a gre 
of villages. To iatisfy ray curious reader, it n 
ficieni to defer ibe Lorbrulgrud. This city ft: 
almoft two equal parts on each fide the river i 
through. It contains above eighty thoufand hi 
about fix hundred thoafand inhabitants. It is 
three giompungSj (which make about fifty-foi 
miles) ana two and a half in breadth, as I ti 
niyfelf in tlie royal map made by the King's ord 
was laid on the ground on piirpofe fo^ me, anc 
•n hundred feet } I paced the diameter and circ 
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ieverol titnM bare foor, tnd^ computing by tlie icale, 
meafured it pretty exadtly. 

The King's palace is no regular edifice^ but an heap of 
building about feven miles round : the chief rooms are 
generally two hundred and forty feet high, and broad 
and long in proponton. A coach was allowed to Glum- 
dalciitch and me, wherein her governefs frequently took 
her OQt to (ee the town, or go among the (hops ; and I 
was always of the party , carried in my box ; although 
the gidy at my own defire^ would often take me out, and 
hold me in her hand, that I might more conveniently 
view the houfes and the people, as we pafFed along the 
ftreets. I reckoned our coach to be about the fquare of 
Weftminfter-hall, but not altogether fo high : however, 
I cannot be very exa6t. One day the governefs ordered 
our coachman to flop at (everal (hops, where the beggars^ 
watching their opportunity, crowded to the fides of the 
mcby and gave me the rood horrible fpe<n;acles that e- 
Tcr an European eye beheld. There was a woman with 
• cancer in her bread, fwelled to a monftrous fize, full of 
tolea , in two or three of which I could have eafily crept, 
and covered my whole body. There was a fellow with 
a wen in his neck larger than five wooll-packs, and ano- 
ther with a couple of wooden legs, each about twenty 
fcet high. But the mod hateful fight of all was the lice 
I crawling on their doaths. I could fee diflindly the limbs 
i ef thefe vermin with my naked eye, much better than 
thofe of an European loufe through a microfcope, and 
^rfnoutswith which they root^ like fwinei They 
were the firfl I had ever beheld, and I (hould have been 
cniouf enough to difledt one of them, if I had had pro- - 
per in(bruments (which I unluckily left behind me in the 
Aip) although indeed the fight was fo naufcousy that it 
perfeAly turned my ftomach; 

Befide the large box in ' which I wars -ufually carried^ . 
Ae Queen ordered a fmaller one to be made for me of a- 
iMMt twelve feet fquare, and ten high, for the convenience 
of travelling, becaufe the other was fomewhat too large 
ferGlumdalclitch's hp, and cnmberfome in the coach : 
it! was made by the fame artifl:, whom I directed in the 
^rfiole contrivance. This travclling-clofet was an exaft 
iyure with a window in the middle of three of the f<\ix^t^«, 

J .3 «cA ^ 
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and each window was latticed with iron wire 
Ude, to prevent accidents in long journeys. O 
fide, which had no window^ two ftrong (lap! 
cd^ through which the perfon that carried i 
bad a mind to be on horfeback, put a leathei 
buckled it about his waifl. This was always 
fome grave trufly fervant in whom I could co 
ther I attended the King and Queen in their pr 
were difpofed to fee the gardens^ or pay a v 
great lady or miniAer of ikte in the court, v 
daiclitch happened to be out of order : for I 
to be known and efleemed among the greatefl 
fuppofe more upon account of their Majefties 
any merit of my own. In journeys, when I w 
the coach, a fervant on horfeback would bu 
box, and place tt upon a cufhion before Kim ; 
bad a full profpeA of the country on three fid 
three winaows. I had in this clofet a field- 
bammock hung from the cieling^ two choirs t 
seatly fcrewed to the floor« to prevent being t 
by the agitation of the horie or the coach. . 
been long ufed to (ea voyages, thofe motion 
Ibmetimcs very violent, did not nmcb difcom 

Whenever I had a mind ta fee the town, 
ways in my travelling-clofet^ which Glumda 
in her lap in a ki^d of open fedan, after the 
the country^bor||^%y four roen^ and attende« 
fbers in the ^ueenfs livery.* ThcLfneople, wh 
beard of me were very curious tocrowd^abou 
and the girl was complaifant enough to make 
fiop, and to take me in her band^ that I mi^ 
conveniently feeo. « 

I was viry deCr^ms t# iee thff. chief tempi 
tjcularly the tower belonging to it, which is re 
bighedin the kingdom. Accordingly one da 
carried me thitheii^ but I may truly fay I cam 
appointed ; for the height, is not above thre 
ieet, reckoning from the ground to the high< 
top ; whichy allowing for the difference b< 
iize of thofe people and us in Europe^ is no g 
ibr admiration, nor at all equal in proportion 
ly remember), to. Salisbury Ueegle*. fiut^ not 
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from a nation to which during my life I (hall acknowledge 
myfelf extremely obliged, it muA be allowed that what* 
ever this famons tower wants in height is amply made 
up in beaaty and (Irength. For the walls are near an hun« 
died feet thick , built of hewn ftone, whereof each is about 
fi>rty feet fquare, and adorned on all> fides with ftatues of 
Gods and Emperors, cut in marble larger than the life, 
placed in their feveral niches. I meaiured a little finger 
which had fallen down from oneof thefe ftatues, and lay 
unperceived' among fome rubbifh, and found it exa^y 
four feet and an inch in length. Glumdalclitch wrapped 
it np in her handkerchief; and carried it home in her 
podiet to keep among other trinkets, of which the girl 
was very fond, as children at her age ufually are. 

The King's kitchen is indeed a noble building, vaulted 
at top, and about fix hundred feet high. The great oven 
is not fo wide by ten paces as the cupola at Sti Paul's t 
for I meafured the ktteron pur poTe after my return. But 
if I fhould defcribe the kitchen-grate, the prodigious pott 
and kettles, the joints of meat turning on the fpits, with 
nany other particulars, perhaps I (hould be hardly be- 
lieved ; at lead a fevere critic would be apt to thmk I 
enlarg^ a little, as travellers are often fufpedted to do* 
To avoid which cenfiire, 1^ fear- 1 have run too much in- 
to the other extream ; and that if this treatife fhould hap- 
pen to be trandated into the language of Brobdingnagi 
(which is the general name of that kingdom) and trani^ 
nitted thither, the Kipg^ and his people would have rea* 
fbn to complain^ that I had done them an injury by a 
Ufe and diminutive reprefentation. 

His Majefly feldora-keeps* above fix hundred horfes in 
Uiftables : they are generally from fifty-four to fixty 
I feet high* But, when h« goes abroad on folemn days, 
ke is attended for Rate by a militia guard of five hiin^ 
<lnd horfe, which indeed I thought was the mod fplen* 
£4 fight that could be ever beheld, till I faw part of hit 
ttmy in batialiaj . wh«eof I (hall £nd another occafion ta 
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CHAP. V, 

Sivergl Mihentuns that happened to the aitthor. Tit 
gcutioH 6f a criminal* The author Jhevfs hit sii^ 
navigation, 

I Should have lived happy enough in that country 
my littleneft had not expofed me to feveral ridid 
and troablefbme accidents : fome of which I (ball i 
ture to relate. GlumdaJclitch often carried me into 
gardens of the court in my fmaller box, and wovMi) 
times take me out of it, and hold me in her hand, (» 
me down to walk, I remember, before the dwarf 
the Queen, he followed us one day into thofegarti 
imd my nurfe having fet me down, he and I being i 
together, near fome dwarf apple -trees, I muftoeed I 
my wit by a filly allufion between him and the trees, v 
happens to hold in their language, as it doth ia < 
Whereupon, tlie ma licioas rogue watching hitopp 
pity,, when I was walking under one of them, (ho< 
direflly over my head, by which a dozen apples, ea 
them near as large as a Brtftoi barrel came touibii 
bout my ears ; one of them hit roe on the back sa 1 1 
ced to ftoop, and knocked me down flat on my face 
I received no other hurt, and the dwarf was pardoi 
my deiire, becaufe I had given the provocation. 

Another day Glumdalclitch left me on a fmooth 
plot to divert myfeif, while (he walked at fome di 
with her governefs. In the mean time there fudden 
fuch a violent (hower of hail, that I was imniediatc 
the force of it Rruck to the gvound : and when 
down, the hail-ftones gave me fuch cruel bangs all 
the body, as if \ had b^en peJtrd with tennis-balls ; 
•ver, I made a (hift to creep on all four, and fheltei 
jfelf by lying fiat on my iaqe on the lee-fid^ of a I 
of lemon- thyme, but fo bruifed from head to* foot 
I could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is this 
to be wondered at, becaufe nature in that couni 
ftrving the fame proportion through all her.opnt 
n hoii-itone is near eighteen hundred times as la 



nr acqucuntance. While (he was abfent, and 
ringy a fmall white fpaaiei belonging to one of 
ardeners^ having got by acddent into the gar* 
!ned to range near the place where I lay : the 
ving the fcent, came dirediy up, and taking me 
th ran ftrait to his mailer, wagging his tail, and 
:ly on the ground. By good fortune he had 
il taught, that I was carried between his teetb 
: leafl hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. Bnf 
srdener who knew me well, and had a great 
r me, was in a terrible fright : he gently took 
3th his hands, and aiked me ^how I did ; but I 
tzed and out of breath, that I could not fpeak 
I a few minutes 1 came to myfclf, and be car- 
b to njy Kttke nnrffi, who by this time had* ve« 
be place where (he left me, and was in crael 
len I did not appear, nor anfvtfer when 0ie 
i feverely reprimanded the gardener on account 
. But the thing was hoHied up, and never 
:curt ; for the girl was afraid of the Queen's 
truly, as to myfclf/ I thought it Would not 
reputation that fuch a ftory (hould go about, 
ident abfoluteiy determined Glnradalciitch ne« 
i me abroad for the futute out of her (ight. I 
)ng a^aid of this refolution, and therefore con* 
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doaths. I likewife broke my right (hinagainfttbe (heUi 
of a fnaiiy ivbicfa I happened to (lumble over, as I was* 
vralking alone, and thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleafcd or morti- 
fied to obferve in thofe fblitary walks, that the fmaller 
birds did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would: 
hop about within a yard's didince, looking for worms* 
and other food, with as much indifFerence and fecurity^as- 
if no creature at ail were near them. I remember, a thniflii 
hod the confidence tofnatch ontoTroy hand, with his bill, 
apiece of cake that Ouradalclith had jnil given me for 
my breakfaft. When I attempted to cateh any of thefe- 
birds, they would boldly turn againfl me, endeavouring' 
to pick my fingers, which I durll not venture within their 
feach ; and then they would hop back unconcerned to 
hunt for worms or fnails, as they did before. But one day: 
I took a thick cudgel, and threw it with all my flrength 
io luckily at a linnet, that I knocked him down, and' 
fcizing him by the neck with both my hands» ran with^ 
him in triumph to my nurle. However the bird, who. bad- 
only been dunned, recovering himfelf, gave me fo many 
boxes with his wings on both fides of my head and body,^ 
though I held him at arms length, and was out of the 
teach of his claws, that I was twenty times thinking to* 
let him go. But I was foon relieved by one of onr &r» 
vants, who wrung ofi* the bird's neck, and I had him next 
day for dinner by the Queen's command. This linnet, as- 
near as I can remember, feemed to be fomewhat larger 
than an England fwan. 

The maids of honour often invited Glumdalditch tot 
their apartments, and defired (he would bring me along 
with her, on purpofe to have the pleafiire of feeing and* 
touching me. They would often (trip me naked from top 
to toe, and lay me at full length in their bofoms, where- 
with 1 was much difgufted ; becaufe, to fay the truth, a 
very ofienfive fmell came from their skins ; which I do 
not mention, or intend, to the difadvantage of thofe ex- 
cellent ladies, for whom I have all manner of refpedl ; 
but I conceive that my fenfe was more acute, in proporii^ 
on to my littlenefs, and that tho^e iUuflrious perions weie 
no more dif agreeable to their lovers, or to each other, 
than people of the fame quality are with us in England* 

Mi, 
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I found their natural (hiell was much more 
lan when they ufed perfumes^ under which 
f fwooned away. I cannot forget that an 
d of mine in Liiiiput took the freedom 'in 
when I had ufed a good deal of exercife, to 
a (Irong fmcll about me, although I am as 
lat way, as moft of my (ex : but I fuppofe 
fmelling was as nice with regard to me, as 
bat of this people. Upon this point I cannot 
I joflice to the Queen my miftrefs, and 
1 my nurfe, v^hofe perfons were as fweet as 
lady in England. 

:h gave me moft unpaffinefs among thefe 
)ur ( when my nurfe cafriedme to vifit them) 
:m ufe me without any manner of ceremony^ 
e who 'had no fort of confequence : for they 
emfelves to the fkin,and put on their (mocks 
ice, while I was placed on their toylet, di* 
their naked bodies^ which I am fure to me' 
from being a tempting fight, or from giving .., 
' emotions than thofe of horror and difguft. 
ppeared fo coarfe and uneven, fo varioully 
en 1 faw them near, with a mole here and 
d as a trencher, and hairs hanging from it 
»ack*threads, to fay nothing ^rther concem- 
their perfons. Neither did they at all fcruple, 
>y, to difcharge what they had drank, to the 
t leafl two hogfheads in a veflTel that held 
uns. The handfomeft among thofe maids of 
afant froHcfbme girl of fixteen, would fome- 
aflride upon one of her nipples, with many 
wherein the reader will excufe me for not 
rticular. But I was fo much difpleafed, that 
lumdalciitch to contrive fome excufe for not 
mng lady any more. 

young gentleman, who was nephew to my 
tiefs, came and prefled them both to fee an 
[t was of a man who had murdered one of 
n's intimate acquaintance. Giumdalclitch 
on to be of the company, very much againfl 
n, for (he was naturally tender-hearted : and 
although I abhorred fuch UndoC f^ftdaddcH 
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yet my curiofity tempted me to fee fomething, tfaa 
thouglit muft be extraordinary. The malefadorwu i 
ed in a chair upon a fcaffbld erected for that pnrpc 
fuid his head cut off at one blow with a fword of ah 
forty feet long. The veins and arteries fpooted opt 
g prodigious quantity of biood> and fo high in the i 
that the great Jett d^'Cau at Verlai'lles was not equal 
the time it lafted ; and the head, when it fell on the fi: 
fold floor, gave fuch a bounce as made me ftart^althoi 
I were at lead half an English mile diftant. 

The Qjjcen, wIk) often ufed to heaf me talk of 
fea-voyages, and took all occafions to divert me vi 
J was melancholy, asked me whether I underftood b 
to handle a (ail or an oar, and whether a little exeri 
of rowing might not be convenient for my hedth : I ' 
fwcredy that I underftood both V&ry well : for althot 
my proper employment had been to be fnrgeon or do^ 
to the (hip, yet often upon a pinch I was forced to v 
like a common mariner. But I could not fee bow 
could be done in their country, where the fmalleft wl 
ry was equal to a firfl;«rate man of wax among us, 
fuch a boat as I could manage would never live in 
of their rivers. Her iMajcfty faid, if i would contri 
boat, her own joiner (hould make it, and (he would 
vide a place for me to fail in. The fellow was an ia| 
Qus workman, ^nd by my in(lru<5tions in ten days fiui 
a pleafure-boat, with ail its tackling, able convcni( 
to hold eight Europeans. When it wasfini(hed, the Q 
was fo delighted, that (he ran with it in her lap U 
King, who ordered it to be put in a cidcrn full of \ 
with me in it by way of trial ; where I could not ma 
my two fculls, pr little oars, (or want oi room. Bu 
Queen had before contrived another projedt. She on 
the joiner to make a wooden trough of three bundirec 
long, fifty broad, and eight deep ; which being well p 
ed, tO) prevent leaking, was placed on the floor alon 
wall in an outer room of the palace. It hadja cock 
the bottom. to let out the water, when it began to { 
ilftle ; and two fervants coiUd eaCly fill it in half an 1 
Here I often ufed to row for my own diveffion, as 
as that of the Queen and her ladies, who thought t! 
li;lKi:wdU ^otertaioed «with. my skill and agility. S 
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[ would put up my fail, and then my bufinefs was 

iteer^ while the ladies gave me a gale with their 
and when they were weary, fome of the pages 
blow my fail forward with their breath, while I 

1 my art by (Peering (larboard or larboard^ as I pleaf* 
hen 1 had done, Glumdalclitch always carried back 
at into her clofet, and hung M on a nail to dry. 
bis exerclfel once met an accideat, which had like 
e cod me my life : for one of the pages having put 
at into the trough^ the governcls^ who attended 
aiclitch, very officioufly lifted me up to place me 
boat, but 1 happened to (lip through her fingers^ 
Duid infallibly have fallen down forty feet upon the 
\(, by tlie luckieft chance in the worlds I liad not 
opped by a corking-pin that ftuck in the good 
/Oman's ftomacher ; the head of the pin paflfed 
[1 m^r (hirt and the waiftband of my breeches^ 
IS I was held by the middle in the ahr^ till Glum« 
h ran to my relief. 

ther time, one of the (ervants, who(e office it was 
iy trough every third day with freQi water, was fo 

to let a huge frog (not perceiving it) flip out of 
. The frog lay concealed till I was put into my 
ut then feeing a rcfling-place climbed up, and 

lean fo much on one fide, that I was forced to 

it with all my weight on the other to prevent 
ning. When the frog was got in, it hopped at 
ilf the length of the boat, and then over my head, 
rds and forwards, daubing my face and clotlies 

odious flime. The largenefs of its features made 
ir the mod deformed animal that can be conceived. 
er, I defired Glumdalclitch to let me deal with it 

I banged it a good while with one of my fculU, 
ail forced it to leap out of the boat, 
the greateft danger I ever underwent in that 
m, was from a monkey, who belonged to one of the 
>f the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had bcked me up 
clofet, while (he went fomewhere upon bufmefs, 
fit. The weather being very warm, the clofet- 
f was left open, as well as the windows and the 
fmy bigger box, in which 1 ufually lived, bccaufe 
argencfsand convcnicncy. As 1 fat c^uvciV^ racdV- 
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tating at my table, I heard (bmething bounce in at 
clofet-window, and flup about from one fide to the oil 
tvhereat although I were much alarmed, yet I venti 
to look out, but not ftirring from my feat ; and then I 
this froiicfome animal frifldng and leaping up and dc 
till at lad he came to my box, 'which he feemed to^ 
\vith great pleafure and curiofity, peeping in at thc( 
and every window. 1 retreated to the farther coroc 
my room, or box^ but the monkey looking in at e 
jGde put me into fuch a fright, that I wanted prefeoc 
mind to conceal myfelf under the bed, as I might 
ly have done. After fomc time fpent in peeping, grinii 
and chattering, he at laft efpied me, and reaching oc 
his paws in at the door, as a cat does when (he playi 
amoufe, although I often fhifted place to avoid hiin)l 
length fcized the lappet of my coat (which, being m« 
. that country filk, was very thick and ftrong) anddrt 
tne out. He took me up in his right fore-foot, and 
me as a nurfcdocs a child fhe is going to fuckle, ju 
I have feen the fame fort of creature do with a kittt 
Europe ; and when I offered to Aruggle, he fqueefei 
•fo hard, that I thought it more prudent to fubmit. I 
good rcafon to believe, that he took me for a youn£ 
of his own fpeeies, by his often (Iroaking my fece 
gently with his other paw. In thefe diverfions he wa 
;tCTrupted by a noife at the dofet-door, as if fonie 
-were opening it ; whereupon he fuddenly leaped a 
the wjndow, at^vhich he had <x)me in, and thence 
ihfi leads and gutters^ walking upon three legs, and! 
ing me in the fourth, till he clambered up to a rod 
v/txs next to ours. I heard Glumdalclitch give a 11 
at the moment he was carrying me out. The pod 
Tvas almo(t di(lra<fted : that quarter of the palace wt 
in an uproar ; the fervants ran for ladders ; the mc 
\iras feen by hundreds in the court, fitting upon the 
of a building, holding me like a baby in one of his 
paws, and feeding me with the other, by cramminj 
my mouth fome viftuals he had fqueefed out of tS 
on one fide of his chaps, and patting me when I \ 
not eat ; whereat many of the rabble below could no 
bear laughing ; neither do I think they juflly ought 
bli^med, iqi without cj^ueftion the fight was ridic 
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enough to every body but myfelf. Some of the people 
threw up (tones, hoping to drive the monkey down ; but 
this was ftridly forbidden, or elfe very probably my 
brains had been daihed out. 

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by feve-* 
lal men, whkh the monkey obferving, and finding him- 
felf aknofl encompafled 5 not being abte to make fpeed 
enoDgh with his three leg*, let me drop on a ridge tyle, 
and made his efcape. Here I fat for fomc time, five hun- 
dred yards from the ground, expecting every moment to 
be blown down by the wind, or to fall by my own gid- 
ciinefs, and come tumbling over and over from the ridge 
to fbe eves : but an honc(l lad, one of my nurfc's foot- 
men, climbed up, and putting me kito his breeches-poc- 
ket brought me down fale. 

I was aJmofi choaked with the filthy (luff the monkey 
had crammed down my throat ; but my dear little purfc 
picked it out of my mouth with a fmall needle, and then 
I fell St vomiting, which gave me great relief. Yet'J. wai 
lb weak, and bruifed in the fides with the fqueefes givei» 
roc by this odioua animal, that I was forced to keep mf 
bed a fortnight. The King, Queen, and all the court, 
icnt every day to enquire after my health, and her Ma- 
jefty made me feveral vifits during my fickncfs. The 
A monkey was killed, and an order made that no fuch ani- 
>: mal (honld be kept about the palace. 

When I attended the King after my recovery to return 
bini thanks for his favours, he was plealed to rally me a 
good deal t>pon this adventure. He afked me, what my 
thoughts and fpeculations were while I lay in the mon- 
rt key*s paw ; how I liked the vi<5tuals he gave me ; his man- 
A ser of feeding ;. and whether the frefli air on the roof 
V| liad (harpened my ftomach. He defired to know, what I 
^ff' wottld have done upon fuch an occafion in my own coun- 
•b try. I told his Majedy, that in Europe we had no mon- 
A kies, except fuch as were brought for curiofities from o- 
aE| l}ier places, and (b fmall, that I could deal with a dozen of 
te. ikmiitogether, if they preflimed to attack me. And as for 
i»| that monftrous animal with whom I was fo lately engaged 
1^1 (it was indeed as large as an elephant) if my fears had 
Qjl fnfiered me to think fo far as to make ufe of myivinger 
\Jk (looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the h'vU^^% 

K a ^tg^V^i 
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1 fpokc) when he poked his paw into my chamber, pc 
haps I (hould have given him fuch a wound, as woui 
have made him glad to withdraw it with more haftetha 
he put it in. This I delivered in a firm tone, like a perfc 
who was jealous lefl his courage fhould be called in m 
ftion. However, my fpeech.produced nothing elfcbcfii 
a loud laughter, which all th^refped due to his Majefl 
from thofe about him could no^ make them contain. Tli 
made me reflet, how vain an attempt it is foe a man t 
endeavour to do himfelf honour among thofe, who fl 
out of all degree of equality or comparifon with hii 
.And yet I havefecn the moral of my own behavioorw 
frequent in Engbnd fince my return, whece a little on 
temptible varlet, without the lead title to birth, perM 
wit, or common fenfe, fhall prefume to look with li 
portance, and put himfelf upon a foot with thegretfB 
perfons of the kingdom . 

I was every day furnifliing the court with feme ni 
colous ilory ; and Glumdalclitch, although (he loved > 
to excefs, yet was arch enough to inform the QMd 
whenever I committed any folly that ihe thought VrtI 
be diverting to her Majefty. The girl, who had beco^ 
of order, was carried by her governefs to take the liri 
bout an hour's diflance^ or thirty miles from town. TIM 
alighted out of the coach near a fmall fbot-patb tl^ 
fielJ, and Glumdalclitch fettingdown my tfavelting-^tf 
1 went out of it to walk. There was a coW-duog in^ 
path, and I muft need try my aftivity by attiempdng ' 
leap over it. I took a run> but unfortunately yaxuf 
fhoFt, and found myfelf juft in the middle up to my kflN 
I wadect. .through with fome difficulty, and one oft 
ifootmen wiped me as clean as he could with bis haidl] 
chief 9 for I was filthily bemired, and my nurie ceftfii 
me to my box, till we ^turned home ; where me QjH 
was foon informed of what had paiTcd, and the foott 
fpf'ead it about the court ; fo that aU the mirth forfi) 
days was at my expence^ tu. 

m 

CHi 
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CHAP. VI*. 

/ contrhances cffhe atuhor to pleafe the King rnii 
en. He Jbews his sUlkJn mujtc. The King enquires 
the flate of EnM^iuhich the author relates to 
The King's ^f^ations thereon. 

d to attend tJhe King's levee once or twice a week^.^ 
i had often feen him under the barber's hand, which 
was at firfl jjirery terrible to behold : for the razor 
moft twiq^^long as an ordinary fey the. His Ma- 
according IMfae cuCiom of the country, was only 
twice a weelr.. I once prevailed on the barber to- 
le fome of the'fuds or lather, out of which I pick* 
7 or fifty of the ftrongeft ftomps of hair. I thea 
piece or fine wood, and cut it like the back of a • 

this chapter the author give^^^. account of the polhi-^ 
: of Europe. His obfcrvatl^pjjare deh'vered with his 
>int of humour and fevcrity. He appears moft particu* 
icAed with the proceedings of* the courts of judi* 
and complains of being almoft ruined by a chancery- 
irhich was determined in bis favour ivitb cofts. It muft be 
:d, that inftances of this kind are too frequent in our 
of juftice ; and they leave us no room to boaft of the 
on of our preieot laws, however excellent the laws, in' 
vn original fdundation, may havcbecn. Judgment^ when 
9to -warnrwdod, is bitter ; but delays,' as^ Lord Bacon ob* 
turn it into vinegar. - It becomes iharp and corroding: - 
Ttainly it is more eligible to die immediately by the 
oLtfn enemy, than to decay lingering . by p^ifon, ad^- 
rpa from a feeming friend. Orrery, \, , 
V^oble commentator is roiftaken as to' his firil bbferva* 
for Gulliver has here given a political account of no ■ 
f but England. It is however a miftakc to which any •' 
ntator would have bcenfciablc, wjio had read Kttlc more 
p titles or contents cMhf»T:)ttpters, into which this 
5 divided; for ttie vfofi Eit^ffj^Ks, in fome Englifh, and 
Irifh editions,^e£|i 'printed in the title of this chapter^ ' 
Qi England, tfvkef. 
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comby making fevcral holes in it at equal diftance \ 
as fmall a needle as I could get from Glumdalclitch. 
£xed in the (lumps fo artificially^ fcraping and flo\ 
them with my knife towards the points^ that I ma 
very tolerable comb ; which was a feafonable fupply^ 

own being fo much broken in the teeth, that it wa! 
inoft ufclefs : neither did 1 k|owany artifl in that cc 
try fo nice and exa<5l^ as would undertake to make 
Smother. 

And this puts me in mind of an amufement, where 
fpent many of my leifure hours. Idefired the Queen's 
man to fave for me the combings of her Majedy's h 
thereof in time I got a good quantity, and confoli 
with my friend the cabinet-maker, who had received 
ncral orders to do little jobs for me, I directed him 
make two chair-frames, no larger than thofe I had in 
box, and then to bore little holes with. a fine awl roi 
thofe parts where I defigned the backs and feats ; tbroi 
thefe holes I wove the ftrongeft hairs I could pick t 
juft after tlie manner of cane-chaiss in England. Wl 
they were finifheJ, Z made a prefent of them to her I 
jedy, who kept them in her cabinet,, and ufed to 11 
them for curiouties, as indeed they were the wondei 
every one that beheld them. The Queen would have ! 
me fit upon one of thofe chairs, but I abfblutely refo 
to obey her, proteQing I would rather die a thoof 
deaths than place a difhonourable part of my body 
tliofe ■ precious hairs that once adorned her Majeii 
bead. Of thefe hairs (as I had always a mecbao 
genius) I L'kewife made a neat tittle pur(e about five : 
long, with her Maj.efty*s name decyphered in gold Ictt 
ivhicK I gave to Glumdalclitch by the Queen's coofi 
To fay the truth, it was more for fliew than vfc, be 
not of ftrength to bear the weigjit of the larger cd 
and therefore (he kept nothing in it but (bme little t 
that girls are fond of. ^ 

The King, who delighted ipmudc, had frequent q||| 
at court, to which 1 wasjj^etimes carried, and fetb 
box on a table to hear them : but the noife was A gr 
that X could hardly diflingnilh the tupes. I am conndi 
that all the drums and trumpets of a royal army, beat 
mdfoanding together juH ^i ^out ctxrs,j|uld not cqua 
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praAice was to have my box removed from the place 
;re the performers fat^ as far as I could^ then to (hut 
doors and windows of it, and draw the window-cur- 
IS ; after which I found their mufic not difagreeaUe. 
1 had leamecl in my youth to play a little upon the 
let. Glumdalclitch kept one in her chamber, and a 
(ler attended twice a \feck to teach her : I called it a 
let, becaufe it fomewhat refembled that inftrument^ 
1 was played upon in the fame manner. A fancy came 
3 my head, that I would entertain the King and Queen 
h an Englifh tune upon this indrument. But this ap- 
ired extremely difficult : for the fpinet was near fixty 
t long, each key being almoft a foot wide, fo that with 
r arms extended I could not reach to above five keys^ 
i to prefs them down required a good fmart ftroke with 
' fift, which would be too great a labour, and to no pur- 
fc. The method I contrived was this : I prepared two 
md (licks about the1)ignefs of common cudgels ; they 
re thicker at one end than the other, and I covered 
! thicker ends with a piece of a moufe's (kin, that by 
)ping on them, I might neither damage the tops of the 
ys, nor interrupt the found. Before the (pinet a bench 
s placed abont four feet below the keys, and I was put 
on the bench. I ran fidding upon'it that way and this, 
fail as I could, banging the proper keys with my two 
Jcs, and made a ihih to play a jipg to the great fatis- 
lion of both their Majeflies : but it was the moll vio- 
It excrcife I ever underwent, and yet I could not (Irikc 
Dve fixteen keys, nor confequently play the bafs and 
ble together, as other artifts do ; which was a great 
advantage to my performance. 

The King, who, as I before obferved, was a prince of 
client underdanding, would fireauently order that I 
)uld be brought in my box, and let upon the table in 
; clo'ct : he would then command me to bring one of 
f chairs out of the box, and fit down within three yards 
lance upon the top of the cabinet, which brought me 
nod to a level with his face. In this manner I had fe- 
ral converfations with him. lone day took the freedom 
tell his Majtfty, that the- contempt he difcovered to- 
irds Europe^ and the rell of the world, did not feem 
fwerabk to^ofe pxccJicnt qualities o{ nAxid iVi^^Vi^ 
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was roader of: that reafon did not extend itfelf with tbe 
bulk of the body ; on the contrary, we obferved in or 
country, that the taJIeft perfons were ufually leaft pro- 
vided with it : that among other animals, bees and snti 
had the reputation oi more indufhry, art and fagadtff 
than many of the larger kinds ; and that, as inconfidennt 
as he took roe to be, I hoped I might live to do bis Mi* 
jefty fome fignal fervice. The king heard me with attea- 
don, and began to conceive a much better opinion ofae 
than he had ever before. He deftred I would give hion 
exaA an account of the government ofEoglandy as I pot 
fibly could ; becaufc, as fond as princes commonly are o( 
their own cuRoms^ ^for fo he conjedlured of other oo- 
narchs by my former difcourfes) he (honld be glad toheil 
of any thing that might deferve imitation. 

Imagine with tbylelf, courteous reader, how often 1 
then wifhed for the tongue of Demotthenes or Cicero 
that might have enabled me to celebrate the praife of m) 
own dear native country in a ftyle-eqnal'to its merits ao 
felicity. 

I began my difconrft by informing his Majefty, & 
our dominions confifted of twoiflands, which compofc 
three mighty kingdoms under one fovereign, befideso 
plantations in America. I dwelt long upon the fertility 
our foil, and the temperature of our climate. I then fpol 
at large upon the conftitution of an En^ifh pariiama 
partly made up of an illudrious body called the honfei 
peers, perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the moftj 
tient and ample patrimonies. I defcribed that extraorc 
nary care always taken of their education in arts and am 
to qualify them for being counfellors both to the ki 
and kingdom ; t& have a (hare in the legiflature ; to 
members of the highcft court of judicature, from whci) 
there could be no appeal ; and to be champions alwa 
ready for the defence ol their prince and country, by tb< 
valour, condofl, and fidelity. That thcfe were the om 
ment and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy followen 
their mod renowned anccftors, whofe honour had been 1 
reward of their virtue, from which their pofterity w< 
never once known to degenerate. To thefe were join 
feveral holy perfons as part of that affernbly, under I 
ihlc o/bilhops^ whofe peculiar bulinefs it is to take c 
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^rdigion, and of thofe who inftruft the people therein. 
We were fearched and fought out through the \vhole 
^tion, by the prince and his wifeft counfellors among 
^ of the priefthood, as were moft defervedly diftin- 
"iflicd by the fanftity of their livcs^ and the depth of 
^ir ernditioD, who were indeed the fpiritual fathers of 
»c clergy and the people. 

That the other part of the parliament confifted of axi^ 
Jcrobly called the honfe of commons, who were all prin- 
N gentlemen, /r^^/v picked and called out by the people 
cmielves, for their great abilities and love ot their 
tnjtry, to rcprefent the wifdora.of the whole nation. 
^d that thefe two bodies made up the mod augufl af- 
nbJyin Europe, to whom in conjunflion with the- 
nce the whole legiflature is committed. 
L then defcended to the courts of juflice,. over which> 
judges, thofe venerable fages and interpreters of the 
f prefided for determining the difputed rights and pro* 
ies of men, as wtU as for the ptinifliment of vice, and 
teHion of innocence. J mentiohed the prudent ma-^ 
?ment of our tre^uiVi the valour and atchievements 
<nr fordrsby fea and land. I computed the number of 
people, by reckoning how many millions there might 
f each religious Ce&, or politicatparty among us. I 
not omit even our fports and paUimes, or any other- 
icular, whfoh J thought might redound' to the honour 
ly country. And I finifhed aU with a brief hiftorical' 
iiht of affairs and ev^ts in Engird for about sta 
Ired years paft. 

"his conversation was not ended under fivft audiences^ 
of feveral hours ; a!nd the king hiard tiie whole with 
t attention, frequently taking notes of what I fpoke, 
rell as memorandums of what queftions he intended 
skihc. 

Vhen I had put an end to thefe long difcourfes, bis 
efty in a (ixth audience confiilting his notes propofed 
ly doubts, queries and obje^ons upon every article. 
isked what methods- were ufed to cultivate the minds 
bodies of our young nobility, and in what kind of 
iiefs they commonly fpent the fird and teachable part 
lieir lives. What courfe was taken to fupply that af« 
bly when any noble family became extindt. What 



qualifications were neceflary in thofe who are 
cd new lords: whether the humour of the pr 
cf money to a court lady or a prune roinider, 
of flrengthening a party oppodte to the pul 
ever happened to be motives in tho(e advanceir 
(hare of knowledge thefe lords had in the 1 
country, and how they came by it, fo as to 
to decide the properties of their fellow-fub' 
laft rcfort. Whether they were always (b fre 
rice, partialities, or want, that a bribe or 
Unifier view could have no place among them 
thofe holy lords I fpoke of were always proir 
rank upon account of their knowledge in re 
ters, and the fan«^ity of their lives ; had 
comnliers with the times while they were corr 
or davifb proftitute chaplains to fome noble 
opinions they continued fervilely to follov 
were admitted into that aflembly. 

He then defired to know, what arts were 
cle^ng thoie whom I called commoners : 
Aranger with a (Irong purfe might not influ( 
gar voters to chufe him before their own lani 
mod confiderable gentleman in the neighboui 
it came topafs, that people were fo violent) 
getting into this aflembly, which I allowed 
trouble andexpence, often to the ruin oft! 
without any (alary or penCon : bccaufe tl 
fuch an exalted ftrun of virtue and publi< 
his Majefly (eemed to doubt it might poillbl 
ways uncere : and he defired to know, v 
zealous gentlemen could have any views < 
themfelves for the charges and trouble they 
facrificing the public good to the defigns oi 
vicious prince, in conjunction with a corr up 
He multiplied his queftlons, and fifted m( 
upon every part of this head, propofing nu 
quiries and objedlions, which I think it no 
convenient to repeat. 

Upon what I laid in relation to our cour 
his Majefty defired to be fatisfied in feveral 
this 1 was the better able to do, having, b^ 
almoft ruined by a long fuit in chancery^ w 
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r rae with cods. He asked what time was afu- 
It in determining between right and wrong, and 
gree of expence. Whether advocates and orators 
rty to plead in caufes manifedly known to be un- 
•catious, or oppreflive. Whether party in religion 
ics were obferved to be of any weight in the Icalc 
r. Whether thofe pleading orators were perfons 
1 in the general knowledge ot equity, or only in 
laly national, and other local cuitomt. Whether 
their judges had any part in penning thofe laws^ 
ley afTumed the liberty of interpreting and glof* 
»n at their pleafure. Whether they had ever at 
: times, pleaded for and againft the fame caufe^ 
d precedents to prove contrary opinions. Whc- 
!y were a rich or a poor corporation. Whether 
:eived any pecuniary reward for pleading or de- 
their opinions. And particularly, whether they 
cr admitted, as members in the lower fenate. 
•11 next upon the management of our trcafury ; 
I, he thought ray memory had failed me, becaufe 
ited our taxes at about five or fix millions a^year^ 
lien I came to mention the iflbes, he found they 
les amounted to more than double : for the notes 
taken were very particular in this point, becaufe 
x), as he told me, that the knowledge of our con- 
ght be ufcful to him, and he could not be deceiy- 
s calculations. But, if what I told him were true, 
dill at a lofs how a kingdom could run out of its 
ke a private perfon. He asked me, who were our 
's ; and where we found money to pay them. He 
ed to hear me talk of fuch chargeable and expenfive 
that certainly we mud be a quarrelfome people, or 
long very bad neighbours, and that our generals 
:eds be richer than our kings. He asked what ba- 
re had out of our own iflands, unlefs upon the fcore 
e or treaty, or to defend the coads with our fleet, 
all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a merce- 
anding army in the midd of peace, and among a free 
He faid, if we were governed by our own con- 
1 the perfons of our reprefentatives, he could not 
e of whom we were afraid, or againd whom we 
o fight; and wonld hear my opiaioni "wV^ftiVxat ii 
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private m:in's houfe might not better be defended by 
iclf, his children^ and finiily, than by half a dozen nl 
picked up at a venture in the ilreets for fmall w; 
uho might get an hundred times more by cutting 
throats. 

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he 
pleafcd to call it) in reckoning the numbers of ourp< 
by a computation drawn from the (everal fc^s amoD, 
in religion and politics. He faid, he knew no reafon 
thofe^ who entertain opinioiis prejudicial to the pi 
Ihould be obliged to change, or (hould not be oblig( 
conceal them. And as it was tyranny in any govern 
to require the firft^ fo it was weaknefs not to enforo 
lecond : for a man may be allowed to keep poUbns i 
cloiet, but not to vend them about for cordials. 

He obferved, that among the diverfions of our no 
and gentry, 1 had mentioned gaming ; he deGred to 1 
at what age this entertainment was ufually taken up, 
when it was laid down ; how much of their time i 
ployed : whether it ever went fo high as to afied 
fortunes : whether mean vicious people by their dex 
in that art, might not arrive at great riches, and fome 
keep our very nobles in dependance, as well as babi 
tliem to vile companions, wholly take them from th 
provement of their minds, and force them by the 
they received, to learn and pradlife that infamous dex 
upon others. 

He was perfedlly adonifhed with the hlAorical ao 
I gave him of our affairs during the la(l century, pr 
ing it was only a heap of confpiracies, rebellions, mm 
malTacres, revolutions, banifhments, the very word c 
that avarice faction, bypocrify, perfidioufnefs, cr> 
f age, m^nefs, hatred, envy, luil, malice, and ami 
could produce. 

His Majefty, in another audience, was at the pai 
recapitulate the fum of all I had fpoken ; comparer 
queuions he made, with the anfwers I had given ; 
taking me into his hands, and ftroaking mc gently, 
vercd himfeif in thefe words, which I (hail never fi 
Qor the manner he fpoke them in : My little friend 
drig, you have made a mod admirable panegyric 
yourcoinatrj: you have dearly -proved^ that ignoi 
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idlenefs, and vice are the proper ingredients for qualify- 
ing a legiflator ; that laws arebeit explained, interpreted, 
and applied by thofe whofc intereft and abilities lie in per- 
verting, confounding, and eluding them. I obferve among 
you fomi lines of an inftitution, which in its original 
might have been tolerable, but thcfe half erafed, and the reft 
wholly blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth not 
appear from all you have faid, how any one perfe^ion is 
required toward the procurement of any one ftation a- 
roong you ; much lefs that men are ennobled on account of 
their virtue, that priefts are advanced for their piety or 
learning, (bldiers for their conduct or valour, judges for 
their integrity, fenators for the love of their country, or 
counfellors for their wifdom. As for yourfelf, continued 
the King, who have fpent the grcateft part of your life in 
travelling, I am well difpofed to hope you may hitherto 
have efcaped many vices of your country. But by what I 
have gathered from your own relation, and the anfwers I 
have with much pains wringed and extorted from you, I 
wnnot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the 
moft pernicious race of little odious vermin, that nature 
ever fufTered to crawl upon the furfacc of the earth. 

CHAP. VII*. 

. The author* s love of his country. He makes a propofal ^f 
y much advantage to the King^ which is rejected. The 
Ktng^s great igmrance in politics. The learning of that 
country very imper fell and confined. The laws y and mi- 
litary affairs, and parties in the ft ate, 

NOTHING but an extreme love of truth could 
have hindered me from concealing this part of my 
Rory. It was in vain to diicover my refentments, which 

were 

* This, chapter contains fuch farcafms on the flrufturc o£ 
the human body, as too plainly fhew, that the author was un- 
ViJlifig to lofc any opportunity of dcbafing and ridiculing his 
own fpccics. Here a rcflcftion natural'y occurs, which, with- 
out any luperftition, leads tjcitly to admire and conf^Ts the ways 
«f Providence, for this ^grcut genius, this mighty \,'U, Vuo 

Vol. IV, ' h fccmc^ 
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were always turned into ridicule ; and I was forced 
vlth patience, while my noble and moll beloved c 
was lo injurioufly treated. I am as heartily forry 
of my readers can polFibly be, that fuch an occa(i« 
^iven : but this prince happened to be fo curious i 
quiGtive upon every particular, tliat it could not 
jtither with gratitude or good manners to rcfufe givi 
what fatisfadlion I was able. Yet thus much 1 ma3 
Jowed to fay in my own vindication, that I artfully 
-many of his quefUons, and gave to every point s 
favourable turn by many degrees than the (lri(5ti 
truth would allow. For I have always borne tha 
jable partiality to my own country, which Dionyfi 
licarnaflcnfis with fo much juftice recommends to 
ftorian : I would hide the frailties and deformities 
political mother, and place her virtues and beauties 
snofV advantageous light. This was my fincere end 
in thofe many difcourfes I had with that monar 
though it unfortunately failed of fuccefs. 

But great allowances fliould be given to a Kin| 
lives wholly fecluded from the reft of tlic world, ar 
therefore be altogether unacquainted with the n: 
and cuftoms that moft prevail in otlicr nations : \k 
of which knowledge will ever produce many fre^ 
and a certain iiarrownefs ofthinkingy from which \ 
the politer countries of Europe are wholly exe 
And it would be hard indeed, if fo remote a princ 
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a fl 
ibr all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now faid, and further i 
the miferable effe<5ts of a confined education^ I (hi 
.infert a paffage which will hardly obtain belief. It 
to ingratiate myfelf farther into his Majefly's fa' 
told him of an invention difqovered between th: 
four hundred years ^go to make a certain powc 
to an heap of which the fmalleft fpark of fire 
would kin41e the whole in a moment, although i 

fcemcd to feoff and fcorn at all mankind, lived not on 
an cxanoplc to punifli his own pride, and to terrify o 
underwent fomc of the grcateft mifcries to which huma 
is UaWc ^rrr7.----Scc the author's life, prefixed to i 
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35- big as a mountain, and make it all ffy up in the air to- 
gether, with a noife and agitation greater than thunder* 
That a proper quantity of this powder raimned into an 
hollow tube of brafs or iron, according to its bignefs, 
would drive a ball of iron or lead with fuch violence and 
fpeed, as nothing was aWc to fuftain it» force. That the 
largeft balls thus difchargpd would not only deftroy whole 
ranks of an army at once, but batter the flrongeft walls 
to the ground, fink down (hips, with :r thoufand men in 
each, to the bottom of the fea ; and, when linked toge- 
ther by a chaw, would cut through mads and rigging, di- 
vide hundreds of bodies in the middle, and lasy all wade 
before them. That we often put this powder into large 
hollow balls of iron, and difcharged them by an engfine 
into fome city we were befieging, which would rip up the 
avements, tear thehoufes to pieces, burfV and throw 
4inter8 on every fide, dafhing out the brains of all who 
ne near. That I knew the ingredients very well> which 
Te cheap and common ; I nndcrdood the manner of 
ropounding them, and could dir e^ his workmen how to 
make thofe tubes of a- fize proportionable to all other 
things in bis Majedy's kingdom, and the largeft need not 
he above an hundred feet long ; twenty or thirty of which 
tnbes, charged with the proper quantity of powder anci 
bails, would batter down the walls of the (Irongeft town 
in his dominions in a few hours, or deftroy the whole 
metropolis, if ever it (hould pretend to difpute his abfo- 
lote commands. This 1 humbly offered to his Majedy, 
as a fmall tribute of acknowledgment in return of fo ma- 
ny marks that I had received of his royal favour and 
ffoteiflion. 

The king was (truck with horror at the defcription I 
bad given of thofe terrible engines, and the propofal Ihad 
nade. He was amazed, how fo impotent and groveling 
in infeft as I (the!e were his exprelTions) could entertain 
fnch inhuman- ideas, and in fo familiar a manner, as to ap- 

E wholly unmoved at all the fcencs of blootl and delo- 
n, which I had painted as the common effedls of thofe 
deftradtive machines, whereof he faid fome evil genius, 
enemy to mankind, mud have been the fird contriver. As 
for himfelf, he proteded, that although few things de- 
L lighted him fomuch as new dlfcoveries In artor inu«t»Lt«^ 
L 2 l^x. 
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yet he would rather lofc half his kingdom, than be 
to fuch a fccret, which he commanded me, as I ^ 
my life, never to mention any more. 

A (trange cfTcifl of narrow princifles and fljort i 
that a prince poifeficd of every quality which pr 
veneration, love, and efteem ; of (irong parts, grej 
dom, and profound learning, endowed with admira 
knts for government, and almod adored by his fu 
Ihould from a nice nnneceffary fcrufle, whereof in \ 
wccan have no conception, let flip an opportunity ] 
to his hands, that woidc^ have made him abfolute 
of the lives, the liberties, and the fortunes of his \ 
I^either do I fay this with the lead intention to < 
from the many virtues of that excellent king, whol 
radlcr I am fenfiblc will on this account be very mu< 
fened in the opinion of an Englifh reader : but I tal 
dcfeifl among them to have rifen from their ignoran 
not having hitherto reduced politics into a fcience, 
more acute wits of Europe have done. For I rem 
very well in a difcourfe one day with the King, % 
happened to fay there were fevcral thoufand bo( 
mong u$ written upon the a\ t of government y it ga^ 
(diredlly contrary to my intention) a very mean o 
of our underftandings. He profelfed both to aboi 
and defpife all myflery^ refinement^ and intriguey 
in a Prince or a Minirtcr. He could not tell what I 
hy fecrets of ft ate, where an enemy, or fome rival i 
were not in the cafe. He confined the knowledge 
verning within very narroiv hounjsy to common (er 
reafon, to juftice and lenity, to the fpeedy determi 
of civil and criminal caufes ; with fome other obvii 
pics, which are not worth coniidering. And he gav< 
his opinion, that whoever could make two ears ol 
or two blades of grafs, to grow upon a fpot of [ 
where only one grew before, would deferve better o 
kind, and do more effemial fervice to his countrj 
the whole race of politicians put together. 

The learning of this people is very defective, coi 
only in morality, hiftory, poetry, and mathematics, 
in they mull be allowed to excel. But the ia(jb oft 
wholly applied to what may be ufeful in life, to tl 
proveiuent of agriculture^ and all mechanical arts ; 



Chap. VII. A Voyage to Brobdingkag. 127 
among us it would be little efleemed. And as to ideas^ 
entities, ab(lra(5lions^ and tranfcendantals^ I could never 
drive the leaft conception into their heads. 

No law of that country muft exceed in words themim* 
ber of letters in their alphabet, which confifts only in two 
and twenty. But indeed few of them extend even to that 
length. They are exprcflcd in the mofl: plain and fimple 
terms, wherein thofe people are not mercurial enough to 
difcover above one interpretation : and to write a com- 
ment upon any law is a capital crime. As to the decifion 
of civil caufcs, or proceedings againft criminals, their pre- 
cedents are fo few, that they have little /eafon to boaft 
of any extraordinary skill in either. 

They have had the art of printing, as well as the Chi- 
ncfe, time out of mind : but their libraries are not very 
large; for that of the King, which is reckoned thelar- 
g^u,doth not amount to above a thoufand volumes, placed 
in a gallery of twelve hundred feet long, from whence I 
had liberty to borrow what books 1 pleafed. The Queen's - 
JQlner hud contrived in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms a 
kind of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form- 
ed like a fianding ladder, the fteps were each fifty feet ' 
long : it was indeed a moveable pair of (lairs, the loweit . 
end placed at ten feet distance from the wall of the cham** * 
ber. The book I had a mind to read was put up leanings '! 
agjainft the wall : I firft mounted to the upper (lep of the * 
ladder^ and turning my face towards the book^ began at ^ 
the top of the p;ige^ and fo walking to the right and left 
^bout eight or ten paces, according to the length of the 
lines, till I bad gotten a little below the leS^el of mine eycs^ - 
and then defcending gradually till I came to the bottom : ' 
after which I mounted again, and began the other page 
in the fame manner, and fo turned over the leaf, which I 
could eafily do with both my hands, for it was as thick. 
asd iVit! as a pade-board, and in the largeft folios not' a* • 
bove eighteen or twenty feet long. • • 

Their (lyle is clear, mafculinc, and fmdoth, but not 
fiorid ; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying un- 
ncceflary words, or ufing varipus expreflfions. 1 have per- 
uled many of their books, e(j»ecially thofe in hiftbry and 
morality. Among the reft I "Was much diverted with 
a little old treatife^ which always lay in GlumdalcUtccv'^ 
L 3 Vi^. 
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bed-chamber, and belonged to her govcrncl 
derly gentlewoman, who dealt in writings of 
devotion. The book treats of the weaknc 
kind, and is in little elleem, except amon 
and the vulgar. However I was curious to 
author of that country could fay upon ft 
This writer went through all the ufual topics 
nior^lifts, fliewing how diminutive, conte 
hdplcfs an animal was man in his own nati 
able to defend Irimfelf from inclemencies of i 
fury of wild hearts : how much he was ex 
creature in flrength, by another in fpecd, t 
forefight, by a fourth in induftry. He adde 
was degenerated in thcfe latter declining 
^vorld, and could now produce only ftnaKab 
in comparifon of thofe in ancient time^. I 
very reafonable to think, not onty that the f 
were originally much larger, but alfo that tli 
been giants in former ages ; which, as it 
blftory and tradition, fo it hath been confi: 
bones and skulls cafually dug up in feveral 
kingdom, far exceeding the common dwi 
man in our days. He argued that the very 
ture abfolutely required we (hould have beei 
beginning of a Hze more large and robud-, n 
delirtt^ion from every little accident of a til 
an houfe, or a (lone caft from the hand of t 
ing drowned in a little brook. From this v 
kig, the author d'rew feveral' moral applicati 
the conduA of life, but needlefs here to repi 
own part I couM not avoid refledling how ui 
talent was fpread, of drawing lectures in m< 
deed rather matter of difcontent and repini 
«uarrels we raife with nature^ And, I be 
nriA enquiry thofe quarrels might be (hewn 
ed among us, as they are among that people 
• Th« author^s zcalto juftify Provideacc lias 
marked ; and thcfe quarrels with Nature, or, inoth 
God, could not have been more forcibly repn 
Shewing, that the complaints upon which they 
would bccqualljr fpccious- among beings of. fuch 
^iority of iialuf e aiiJLilrcnfitfa, Utrwkef.. 
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As to their miFitary afFairs, they boafl that the King's 
anny confifts of an hundred and feventy-fix thoufand foot, 
and thirty-two thoufand horfe : if that may be called an 
army, which is made up of tradefmen in the feveral cities, 
and farmers in- the country, whofe commanders are only 
the nobility and gentry without pay or reward. They are 
indeed perfect enough in their exercifes, and under very 
good difcipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; for how 
fhould it be otherwife, where every farmer is under the 
' command of his ewit landlord, and every citizen under 
■ that of the principal men in his own city, chofen after the 
manner of Venice by 6ailot F 

I have often feen the militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn out 
to exercife in a great field, near the city, of twenty miles 

ti^uare. They were m all not above twenty-five thoufand 
foot, and fix thoufand horfe : but it was impoflible for me 
I- to compute their number, confidering the fpace of ground 
4 they took up. A cavalier, mounted on a large deed, might 
\ be about ninety feet high* I have feen this whole body of 
<| korfe, upon a wordof command, draw their fwords ar 
once, and brandifh them in the air. Imagination can figure 
nothing fo grand, fo furprifing and fo aftonifhing ! it look- 
ed as if ten thoufand flafiies of lightning were darting at 
the fame time from every quarter of the sky; 

I was curious toknow how this Prince; to wh'ofe do- 
minions there is no accefs from any other country, came* 
to think of armies, or to teach his people the pra<5lice of 
military difcipline. But I was foon informed both by con- 
versation and reading their hiflories : for in the courfe of 
Bf J many ages they have been troubled with the fame difeafe 
^ lo which the vrhole race of mankind is ftibjedl ; the nobili- 
a^l ty often contending fi^r power, the people for liberty, and' 
if? ' Ac King ffar abfolute dominion. All which, however, 
Bi- happily tempered by the laws of that kingdom^ have been- 
ci-, fciDetimes violated by each of the three parties, and have 
• more than once occafioned civil wars, the laft whereof 
Jl^l was happily put an end to by this Prince's grandfather in 
f-x t general compofition ; and the militia, then fettled with 
\'i eommon-confent,. hath bcenevcr fince kept in the ftridleft 
iitji. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

The King and ^leen mAke a Progrefs to the 
The author attt:nds tkem. The manner in 
leaves the country very particularly related^ 
turns to England. 

I Had always a flrong impulfe, that I Hiould f 
recover my lil erty, though it was impoffibk 
jcfturc by what means, or to form any project 
leaft hope of fucceeding. The (hip in which I f: 
the fir(i ever known to be driven within figh 
coafty and the King had given (Iricl orders^ that 
time another appeared^ it fhouid l>c taken afh 
with all its crew and pafTengers brought in i 
to Lorbrulgrud. He was (Irongly bent to get i 
man of my own fize, by whom 1 might prop; 
breed: but I think I (hould rather havcdied, tha 
gone the difgrace of leaving a posterity to be kept 
like tame canary birds, and perhaps in time fc 
the kingdom to perfons of quality for curioGties. 
indeed treated with much kindefs : I was the \ 
of a great King and Queen, and the delight of tl 
court ; but it was upon fuch a fctot^ns ill became 
nity of human kind. I ^ould never forget ihole 
pledges I had left behind me. I wanted to b< 
people with whom I could converie upon even te 
walk about the ftreet^ and fields, without being 
being trod to death like a frog^ or a young pupp 
my deliverance came fooner than I expe^ed, 
manner net very common : the whole ftoryand 
ftances of which I (hall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country; a: 
the beginning of the third Glumdalclitch and I 
ed the King and Queen in a pro^efs to the /out/. 
the Kingdom. I was carried as uiual in my travell 
which, as 1 have already defcribed, was a very < 
cnt clofet of twelve feet wide. And I had o 
hammock to be fixed by filken ropes from the f 
Bcra at the top^ to break the jolts^ when a feryan 
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e him on horfeback, as I fbmetimes defired, and 
ten fleep in my hammock while we were upoa 
On the roof^ of my dofet, not direclly over 
le of the hammock^ I ordered the joiner to cut 
c of a foot fquare,. to give me air in hot weather,. 
: ; which hole I (hut at pleafure with a board, 
/ backwards and forwards through a groove, 
we came to-our journey's end^ the King thought 
> pafs a few days at a palace he hath near Flan»^ 
L city within eighteen Englifh miles of the fea- 
lumdalclitch and- 1 were much fatigued : I had 
fmall cold^ but the poor girl was fo ill as to be 
to her chamber. I longed to fee the ocean, 
uft be the only fcene of my efcape, if ever it 
ippen. I pretended to be worfe than I really wa^ 
ed leave to take the fre(h air of the fea with a. 
lom I was very fond of^ and who had fometimes 
led with me. I (hall never forget with what 
rnefs Glumdalclitch confented^ nor the ftriA- 
e gave the page to be careful of rae^ burning at 
time into a flood of tears, as if ibe had fome 
ig of what was to happen. The boy took me* 
f box about half an hour's walk from the palace 
the rocks on the fea-fhore. I ordered him to fet 
y and lifting up one of my fafhesy cad many a wi(b- 
choly look towards the fea. I found myfelf not 
\f and told the page that I had a mind to take a 
f hammock, which I hoped would do me good. I 
nd the boy (hut the window clofe down to keep 
3id. I foon fell aOetp, and all I can conjedure 
/hile I flept, the page, thinking no danger could 
went among the rocks to look for birds eggs, 
cfore obfcfved him from my window fearch- 
:, and picking up one or two in the clefts. Be 
t will, I found myfelf fdddenly awaked with a 
all upon the ring, which was faftened at the top 
a fbr the con veniency of carriage. I felt my box 
y high in the air, and then borne forward with 
fs fpecd. The firft jolt had like to have (haken 
f my hammock, but afterwards the motion was 
gh« I called out feveral times, as loud as I could 
?oice^ but all to nopurpofe. i looked towda 
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my windows, and could fee nothing bat die dii 
sky. 1 beard a noife juft over my bead like the da 
vrings, and then began to perceive the woeful co 
was in, that fome eagle bad got the ring of m] 
his beak^ with an intent to het it fail on a rock li 
toife in a Hidl, and then pick out my body, and di 
for the fagacity and fmell of this bird enabled hii 
cover his quarry at a great diftance, though be 
cealed dian I could be within a two-inch board. 
In a little time I obferved the noife and f 
wings to encreafe very h(^, and my box was ; 
jmd down like a fign in a windy day. I liear 
bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the a 
fuch I am^certain it mud have been^ that bdd th 
my box in his beak) and then all on a* fudden fc 
falling perpendicularly down for above aminnte, 
fuch incredible fviftnefs that I almoft loft my brc 
fall was (lopped by a terrible fqoafh^ that foand< 
to my ears than the catara^ of Niagara * ; aftei 
was quite in the dark for another minute^ and 
box be^ to rife ib high, that I could fee light 
tops oithe windows. I now perceived that I was 
to the Tea. My box, by the weight of my b( 
goods that were in, and the broad plates of iron 
firength at the four corners of the top and botto 
ed about five feet deep in water. I did then^ an 
fuppoie, that the eagle which flew away with ray ' 
purfued by two or three others-, and forced to let 
while he defended himfelf againft the reft, who 
(hare in the prey. The plates of iron faftened at 
torn of the box (for thofe were the ftrongeft) ] 
tiie balance while it fell, and hindered it from bein 
on the furface of the water. Every joint of it 
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'y little water came in. I got with much difficulty out 
my hammock^ having fird ventured to draw back the 
)-board on the roof already mentioned, contrived on 
rpofe to let in air, for want of which I found myfeif al** 
)ft (lifled. 

How often did I then wi(h myfelf with my dear Glum- 
Iclitch, from whom one fingle hour had fo far divided 
e ! And I may fay with truth, that in the midft of my 
vn misfortuaes, I could not forbear lamenting my poor 
irie, the grief (he would fuifer for my lofs, the difplea- 
ire of the Queen, and the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps 
lany travellers have not been under greater difficulties 
nd didrcfs than I was at this jundture, exped\ing every 
loment to (ec my box dafhed to pieces, or at lead overfet 
y the (irft violent blad or riflng wave. A breach in one 
iDgle pane of glafs would have been immediate death : 
lor could any thing have preferved the windows but the 
bong lattice- wires placed on the out-fide againfl accidents 
D travelling. I faw the water ooze in at feveral crannies^ 
dthough the leaks were not condderable, and I endeavour- 
si to ftop them as well as I could. 1 was not able to lift 
up the roof of ray clofet, which otherwife I certainly 
Dumld have done, and fat on the top of it, where I might 
It leaft preferve myfelf fome hours longer than by being 
Ihat up (as I may call it) in the hold. Or if I efcaped the& 
dangers for a day or two, what could I expert but a mi- 
jtrable death of cold and hunger ? I was four hours un- 
|dcrthefe circumftances, expecting, and indeed wifhing 
fvery moment to be my lad. 

I have already told the reader, that there were two 
llroDg ftaples fixed upon that fide of my box which had 
^window, and into which the fervant, who ufed to 
ilBtttj vac on horieback, would put a leathern belt, and 
iodk it about his waift. Being in this difconfolate (late, 
1 heard, or at leaft thought 1 heard^ fome kind of grating 
aoifc on that fide of my box where the Naples were fixed, 
^and foon after I began to fancy, that the box was pulled 
'jDi towed along in the iea; for I now and then felt a fort 

Ping, which made the waves rife near the tops of 
lows, leaving me almoft in the dark. This gave 
; faint hopes of relief; although I was not able to 
how it could be brought aU^ut, I ventured to 

p. 
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unfcrew one of my chairs, which were always faftenedto 
the floor ; and having made a hard (hift to fcrew itdovi 
again dir Ji^tly under the flipping-board that 1 had late)} 
opened. I mounted on the chair, and putting my moath 
as near as I cjuKi to the hole, I called for help in aloQ^ 
voice, and in all the languages I underftood. I tbenBo* 
tened my handkerchief to a (lick I ufually carried, aw 
thrufting it up the hole, waved it fcveral times ia the air 
that it* any boat or Ihip were near, the feamen might cofi 
jedture fome unhappy mortal to be (hut up in the bo& 

I found no efFcd from all I could do, but plainly per 
ceived my clofet to be moved along ; and in the fpace c 
an hour, or better, that fide of the box where the ibplf 
were, and had no window, flruck again (I foroething tb: 
was bard. I apprehended it to be a rock, and found iQ] 
felf tofTed more than ever. I plainly heard a noife upc 
the cover of my clofet like that of a cable, and thegra 
ing of it as it paiTed through the ring. I then found m 
fcif hoided up by degrees, at lead three feet higher tk 
I was before. Whereupon I again thruft up my fttckn 
handkerchief^ calling for help till I was almoft hoarfe. 
return to which, 1 heard a great (hout repeated thi 
times, giving me fuch tranfports of joy as are not to 
conceived but by thofe who feel them. I now bean 
trampling over my head, and fomebody calHng thrwi 
the hole with a loud voice in the Englifh tongue, if tb 
be any body below, let them fpeak. 1 anfwered, I was 
EngUHiman, drawn by ill fortune into the greateft a 
mity that ever any creature underwent, and begged 
bU that was moving, to be delivered out of the dung< 
I was in. The voice replied, I was fafe, for my box \ 
fattened to their fhip ; and the carpenter fhould imnw 
ately come and faw a hole in the cover, large enough 
pull me out. I anfwered, that was needlefs, and vo 
take up too much time, for there was no more to be do 
but let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, i 
take the box out of the fea into the fiiip, and fo into 
captain's cabin *. Some of them upon hearing me talk 

vil 

* There arc fcveral little incidents which fliew the aui 

to have had a deep knowledge of human nature; and I lb 

this is one, Although the principal Advantages coumented 
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v/ildly thought I was mad ; others laughed ; for indeed 
it never came into my head that I was now got among 
people of my own ftaiure and ftrength. The carpenrcr 
came, and in a few minutes fawcd a paflage about four 
feet fquare, then let down a fmall ladder, upon which I ■ 
mounted, and from thence was taken into the (hip in a 
very weak condition. 

The faiiors were all in amazement, and a(ked me a 
tfioufand queflions, which I had no inclination to anfwer* 
I was equally confounded at the fight of fo many pigmits, 
for fuch I took them to be, after having fo long accu- 
flomed mine eyes to the monftrous.objedls I had left. Hut 
the captain, Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, an honeft worthy 
Shropfhire man, obfcrving I was ready to faint, took me 
into his cabbin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and 
made me turn in upon his own bed, advifing me to take 
a little reft, of which I had great need. Before I went 
to flecp, I gave him to underfland that I had fome valu- 
able furniture in my box, too good to be loft ; a Ene ham- 
mock, an handfome field-bed, two chairs, a table, and a 
cabinet. That my clofet was hung on all iides, or rather 
quilted, with fiJk and cotton : that if he would let one of 
tiie crew bring my clolet into his cabbin, I would open it 
there before him and (hew him my goods. The captain 
hearing me utter thefe abfurdities concluded I was raving : 
however (I fuppofe to pacify me) he promifed to give or- 
der as I deflred, and going upon deck fent fome of his 
men down into my clofet, from whence (as I afterwards 
found) they drew up all my goods, and ftripped off the 

Suilting : but the chairs, cabinet, and bed-ftead, bei^g 
:rewed to the floor,, were much damaged by the igno- 
rance of the (eamen, who tore them up by force. Tjien 
tiiey knocked off fome of the boards for the ufe of the 
liup, and when they had got all they had a mind for, let 
ttie hull drop into the fea, which by reafon of many breach- 
es made in the bottom and fides (unk to rights. And in- 

-Gulliver in the beginning of this chapter, of mingling again a- 
moDg bis countrymen, depended on their being of the fame 
fixe with hirofelf ; yet this is forgotten, in his ardour to be de« 
Ibrcrcd: and he is afterwards betrayed into the fame abfurdiCy^ 
by his zeal to prefecve his furniture. Hawkef^ 
.Vol. IV. M ^^^\ 
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deed I was glad not to have been a fpeAator of the hf 
vock they made ; becaulc I am confident it would ha\ 
ienfibly touched me by bringing farmer pafla^s into m 
mindy which Iluid rather &rget. 

I flept fome hours, but perpetually ilifturbed wit 
dreams of the place 1 had left, and the dangers I had ( 
fcaped. However, upon waking I found myfelf much r( 
covered. It was now about eight o'clock at night, ao 
the captain ordered fupper immediately, thinking I ha 
already failed too long. He entertained me with gr« 
kindnefs, obferving me not to look wildly, or talk incoii 
Crtently ; and, when we were left alone, deCred I woul 
give him a relation of my travels, and by what accident 
came to be fet adrift in that mondr ous wooden chefl. H 
faid^ that about twelve 6^c1ock at noon^ as he was look 
ing through his glafs^ he fpicd it at a diftance, and though 
It was a fail, which he had a mind to make^ being no 
muchoutofhiscourfe, in hopes of buying fome bt&et 
his own beginning to fail fliort. That upon coming near 
cr^ and finding his error, he (ent out his Iong-E>oat ft 
. difcover what I was ; that his men came back in a fright 
fwearing they had feen a fwimming-houfe. That h( 
laughed at their folly, and went himfelf in the boat, or< 
dcring his men to take a (Irong cable along with then 
That the weather being calm he rowed round nic fevcral 
times, ohferved my windows, and the wire-Jattices thil 
defended them. That he difcovered two ftaples upon 
one fide, which was all of boards without any pafTage for 
light. He then commanded his men to row up to that 
iide, and faftening a cable to one of the ftaples, ordered 
them to tow my cheft (as they called it) towards the 
ihip. When it was there, he ^ave dircftions to ftlto 
another cable to the ring fixed in the cover, and to ttSSi 
up my cheft with pullies, which all the iailors were flot 
able to do above two or tliree feet. He faid, tbcy fi* 
my ftick and handkerchief thruft out of the hole, ari 
concluded that fome unhappy man muft be fhut up io th£ 
cavity. I asked, whether he or the crew had wen «af 
prodigious birds in the air about the time he firft difi^ 
veredme? to which he anfwered, that, difcourfing thii 
•^matterwith the failors while I was afleep, one ofthtfi 
fai(l^ he had vlfervcd three eagles flying toward' ^^^ 
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mby but remarked nothing of their being larger than- 
be ufual fize^ which I fuppofe mufl be imputed to the 
reat height they were at ; and he could not guefs the 
safon of ray (|iaeftion. I then asked the captain, how. 
IT he reckoned we might be' from land ? he faid, by the 
e(l computation he could' make^ we were at leail an 
lundred leagues. I affured him that he mult be miQakcn 
ly almoft half, for I had not left the country from 
whence I came above two hour^ before I dropt into the 
ba. Whereupon he began again to think that my brain 
yas diiturbed, of which he gave me a hint, and advifed 
le to go to bed in a cabbin he had provided! 1 alTured 
im I was well refrc(bed with his good entertainment and 
ompany, and as much in my fenfes as ever L was in my 
ife. He then grew fcrious, and dcflred to ask' me free- 
[r, whether T were not troubled in mind by the confci- . 
ufnefs of fome enormous crime, for which I wasf punifh- 
d at the command of fome prince, by expoGng me ih that 
heft, as great criminals in other countries have been 
orced to%a in a leaky veflel without provifions : for al- 
bough he (hbuld be (orry to have taken ^o ill a man into 
is (hip, yet he would engage his word to fet me fafe a- 
bore in the firft port where we arrivedt He added, that 
is (iifpicions were much increafed by (bme very abfurd 
peeches I had delivered at fird to the (ailbrs, and after- 
ratds to himfelf, in relation to my clofet or chefl, as 
irell as by my odd looks and behaviour while I w^s at 
upper.. 
I begged his patience to hear me tell my ftory, which 
£uthfully did hrom the lad time I left England to the 
noment he firft difcovercd me. i^nd as truth always 
brceth its way into rational minds, fo this honeft worthy 
pntlcraan, who had fome tindure of learning, and very 
{pod fenfe, was immediately convinced of my candour 
nd veracity. But, farther to confirm all I had faid, I 
intreated him to give order that my cabinet fhould be 
brought, of which I had the key in my pocket, (for he 
had already informed rae how the feamen difpofed of my 
dofet.) I opened it in his prefence, and (hewed him 
the fmall colle(5lion of rarities I made in the country. 
from whence I had been fo ftrangely delivered. There 
vai the comb I had contrived out c^ the (lumps of the 
M 3 TKitv^i 
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King s beard, and another of the fame materials, botes' 
cd into a paring of her Afajefty's thumbMiail which faff- 
ed for the back. There was a colledion of needlaioL 
pins from a foot to half a yard long ; four waTpiliogi) 
like joiners tacks ; fome combings of the Queen*! bor; 
a gold-ring which one day fhe made me a prefentofiot 
moft obliging manner, taking it from her little fineery 
and throwing it over my head like a collar. I dem 
the captain would plcafe to accept this ring in retnniof 
iiis civilities:; u'hich he abfolutely refufcd. I fhewedbin 
acorn that I had cut ofTwith my own hand fromamnl 
of honour *s toe ; it was about the bignefs of a l^tifc 
pippin, and grown fo hard, that, when I rctnrnrftt 
England, I ^ot it hollowed into a cup, and fet in filvcr* 
LiiHy, I defircd him to fee the breeches I bad then 0% 
vhich were made of a moufe's skin. 

I could force nothing on him but a footman's toodiif 
\vhich I obferved him to examine with great cunofitfy 
and found he bad a fancy for it. He received it vitht* 
bundance of thanks^ more than fuch a trifle conld de*" 
ferve. It was drawn by an unskiifuf furgeon in a miftd**! 
fromoneof Giumdaklitch's men, who wa^ afBidedwil 
the tooth-ach, but it was as found as any in -his beid. l^ 
f^oi it cleaned and put it into my cabinet. It was aboot^ 
a foot long, and four inches in diameter. I 

The captain was very well fatisfied with this plain ff^ 
lation I had given him, and faid, he hoped, when we iw) 
turned to England, I would oblige the world by pottiaf 
it on paper, and making it public. My anfwerwas, ttal 
i thought we were already overl^ocked with books «* 
travel.'? : that nothing could now pafs which was note** 
traordinary ; wherein I doubted fome authors lefscfli* 
fiillted truth, than their own vanity, or interef^, or iW 
divcrfion of ignorant readers: that my ftory could coff^ 
tain little befides common events, without thofe omasMl^, 
tal defcriptions of ftrange plants, trees, bnrds, and otblt 
animals ; or of the barbarous cuftoms and idolatry of fr' 
vage people, with which moft writers abound. Ho*"" 
ever, I thanked him for his good opinion, and promi&a 
to take the matter into my thoughts. 

He faid, he wondered at one thing very ranch, wla4 
-was^ to hear me fpeak fo loud^ asking me whether tl« 

KiPg 
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King or Queen of that country were thick of hearing. I 
told him, it was what I had been ufed to for above twa 
years paft ; and that I admired as much at the voices of 

^ him and his men, who feemed to me only to whifper, and: 
yet I could hear them well enough. But when I (poke 
in that country, it was like a man talking in the (Irect to 
another looking out from the top of a fleeple, unlefs^ 
when I was placed on a table, or held in any pcrfon's 
hand. I told him, I had likewife obferved another 
thing, that when I firft got into the fliip, and the failors 
ftood all about me, 1 thought they were the moft little 
contemptible creatures I had ever beheld. For indeed,, 
while I was in that prince's country, I could never en- 
dure to look in a glafs, after mine eyes had been ac- 

\ cuftomed to fuch prodigious obje(5ts, becaufe the compari-^ 
fbn gave me fo defpicable a conceit of mylelf. The cap- 
tain faid, that while we were at fuppqr he obferved me to- 

\ look at every thing with a fort of wonder, and that I 

I often feemed hardly able to contnin my laughter, which 
he knew not well how to take, but imputed it to fome 

tdiforder in my brain. I anfwered, it was very true ; and 
I wondered how I could forbear, when I faw his difhes 
of the fize of a filv^r three-pence, a leg of pork hardly a. 
!' mouthful, a cup not fo big as a nut-diell ; and fo I went 
k on, defcribing the reft of his houfhold-ib^and providons' 
'I after the fame manner. For although the Qiiecn had or- 
•f dercd a little equipage of all things necelfary for me,, 
; while I was in her fervice, yet my ideas were wholly taken 
• ' up with what I faw on every fide of' me, and I winked at 
■' siy own littlcnefs, as people do at their own faults. The 

captain underftood my raillery very well, and merrily re- 
*k plied with the old Englifh proverb, that he doubted mine 
•' eyes were bigger than my belly, for he did not obferve 
>' my ftoroach 10 good although I had failed all day ; and, 
-| continuing in his mirth, protefted he would have gladly 
'I given an hundred pounds to have feen my clofet in the 
<*l caolcs bill, and afterwards in its fall from fo great a 

kight into the fea ; which would certainly have been a 
:^| inoTl aftonifhiDg obje^,.worthy to have the defcription of 

it tranfhiitted to future ages : and the ccmparifon of 
i Vhaeton was fo obvious, that he could not forbear apply— 
< '^it,, although I did not much admire the conceit, 
r M.3. T\\^ 
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The captain, having been at Tonqain, was in I 
turn to England driven north-eallward to the ladt 
44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But meeting a 
wind two days after I came on board himy we 
Ibuthward a long time, and coafting New-Holland 
our courfe wefl-fouth-wed, and then fouth-foatl 
till we doubled the Cape of Good-Hope. Our 
\i'as very profperous, but I (hall not trouble the 
ivith a journal of it The captain called in at one 
ports, and (ent in his long-boat for provifions am 
"water, but I never went out of the (hip till we can 
the Downs, which was on the third day of June, 
about nine months after my efcape. I ofifered t 
my goods in fecurity for payment of my freight ; 
captain protefted he would not receive one farthin 
took a kind leave of each other, and I made hi 
mife he would come to fee me at my houfe in Rec 
hired a horfe and guide for five fhillings, which I 
ed of the captain. 

As I was on the road, obferving the littlenel 
houfes, the trees, the cattle, and the people, 1 1 
think myfelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of tram] 
every traveller 1 met, and often called aloud to hi 
fiand out of the way, fo that I had like to hav( 
one or two broken heads for my impertinence. 

AVhen I came to my own houfe, for which I w; 
to enquire, one of the fcrvants opening the dooi 
down to go in (like a goofe under a gate) fo 
fb-iking my head. My wife ran out to embrace 
j (looped lower than her knees, thinking (hecou 
>virc never be able to reach my mouth. My 
kneeled to ask my blefling, but I could not fe( 
fhe arofe, having been fo long ufed to ftand with 
and eyes creft to above fixty feet ; and then I 
take her up with one hand by the waift. I look 
upon the iervants, and one or two friends who 
the houfe, as if they had been pigmies, and I a 
told my wife fhe had been too thrifty, for 1 f 
had flarved herfelf and her daughter to noth 
ihort I behaved myfelf fo unaccountably, that t 
a 1 of the captain's opinion when he firft faw me^ 
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loft my wits. This I mention as an inftance 
}Ower of habit and prejudice, 
ime^ I and my family and friends came to a 
nding : but my wife protefted I fhonid never 
more ; although my evil dediny fo ordered, 
lot power to hinder me^ as the reader may 
:r. In the mean time, I here conclude the 
f my unfortunate voyages *• 

whole of thcfe two T03rage8 to Lilliput and 
irifcs one general remark, which, however obvi. 
overlooked by thofe who confider them as little 
fport of a wanton imagination. When human 
'ibed to pigmies and giants, there are few that do 
icr contempt, difguft, or horror. To afcribe 
: to fuch beings, was perhaps the moft probable 
aging the mind to examine them with attention, 
hem with impartblity, bf fufpending the fafci- 
:, and exhibiting familiar objeAs in a new light, 
fable then is not lefs apparent, than important 
and that this ufe was intended by the author, 
d only by thofe who are difpofed to affirm, that 
larity are the cfieAs of chance. Hawkef, 
g over the two firft parts of thefe travels, I think 
over a very great rcfcmblancc between certain 
ilUvet's voyage to Lilliput, and the vo|rage of 
gerac to the fun and moon.-— ^Cyrano dc Ber* 
ch authorofafingular charaQer, who had a ve* 
D of wit and humour, in many refpe£ls refeno* 
wift. He wanted the advantages of learning, and 
ation. His imagination was le(s guarded and 
lore agreeably extravagant. He has introduced 
)phical romance, the Tyftem of l)efcartes, (which 
admired) intermixed with feveral fine flrokes of 
he wild and immcchanical enquiries of the phi- 
aflronomers of that age ; and in many parts he 
direaed the plan which the Dean of St. Patrick's 
Orrery, 
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TRAVELS into feveral remote 
TiONS of the world, 

PART in- 

AVoYAGE toLAPUTA,BALNIBARBT,Lu 

NAGG, Glubbdubdrib, and Japak ' 

CHAP. I. 

Tie author /its out on his third Voyage ^ is taken < 
rates. The malice of a Datchman. His arrix 
an IJland. He is received into Laputa. 

1H AD not been at home above ten days, whei 
tain WiUiam Robinfon a Cornifh man, comm 
of the Hope-well, a ftout fhip of three hundred 
came to my houfe. I bad formerly been furgeon o: 
ther (hip, where be was mafter and a fourth part 



• The third part is in general written againft chymift 
tbematicians, roechanicki, and proje£lors of all kinds. 

Swift was litHo-acquainted with mathematical knowled; 
was prejudiced againll it, by obferving the Arange efitfls 
duced in thofc who applied themfclves entirely to that f< 
Kopart of human literatuie has given greater ftrengih 
mind, or has produced greater beneHts to mankind, th: 
(cveral branches pf learning that may pafs under the | 
denomination of mathematics. But the abufes of this 
the idle, thin, immechanical refinements of it, arc juft f 
offatirc. The real ufo of knowledge is to invigorate, 
enervate the faculties of reafon. Learning degenerates 
' i^cies o£madacfS; when itisnotfuperigrco whatitpol; 
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voyage to the Levant ; he had always treated me 
like a brother, than an inferior officer, and hearing 
jr arrival, made me a vifit, as I appi-ehended, only 
•f friend fliip ; for nothing palTed more than what is 

ufual 

cicDtific powers .ire moft evident, when they arc capable 
:rting thcmfelvcs in the fecial duties of life; when ihcy 
no chains, bat can freely difcngagc themfclves, and, like 
id conftitution of body, rife chearful, and more vigorous 
c food they have acquired, being neither oppreffed, not 
red ftupid by the labours of digcftion. 
rd Baoonhas juftly cxpofcd the vain purfuits of ofientati- 
:dants in the different parts of learning ; and their unac* 
able temerity in deducing general rules from arbitrary 
ns, or few experiments : he has likcwife fixed upon a fure 
ertain bafis, the procedure and limits of the human un- 
nding. Swift has purfucd the fame plan in a different 
cr, and has placed the imaginary fchemcs of all pretenders, 
norc ludicrous, and therefore in a more proper light. 

Ridicidum acri 
"ths ae meUiu, magnas pUrumque fecat ns. 
cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufcful experiments, or 
ght application of them : but he ridicules the vain attempts 
rregular produftions of thofe rafli men, who, like Ixion, 
■cing a cloud inftead of a goddefs, plagued the world with 
nirs; whilft Jupiter from the embraces of a Juno, and an 
«na, bleflcd the earth with an Hebe, and an Hercules. 
7- 

» defign of Gulliver in his voyage to Laputa, is to ridi- 
thc vain pretenftons of chymifts, mathematicians, pro- 
n, and the reft of that fpeculative tribe, who fpend their 
in aerial ftudies, by no means calculated to improve the 
Itieiof the nrind, or to enlarge the number of ideas ; ma- 
Baticians (I mean thofe only who are entirely devoted to 
' circles, their iclefcopcs, and their laboratory) being a 
irfmen fo very abftraaed from aU fublunary affairs, that 
wone in twenty of them can give you a rational anfwer. 
wrer, indeed, a certain degree of mathematicsil knowledge 
Whout difpute, extremely neccflary in the purfuit of the 
nUpian fcicncc, architeaure, and other fpecies of mechanics. 
When the foul rambles after a thoufand chimxas, und thft 
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ufual after long abfenccs. But repeating bis yi(!tiofeir> 
cxprcfling his joy to find me in good health, ai)dngfi»" 
ther I were now fettled for life ; adding, that be iniendA 
a voyage to the Eaft-Indies in two months ;. at hft to 
plainly invited mc, though with fome apologies, to be 
furgeon of the fhip ; that I (hould have another foipwr 
under me, belides our two mates ; that my falary IWj * 
be double to the ufual pay ; and that having expcrioc"' 
my knowledge in fea atfiurs to be at lead equal to bii, kr 
would enter into any engagement to follow my ad?ia>*^ 
much as if 1 had fhared in the command. , 

He faid fo many other ubliging things,, and I kncww ; 
to be fo honeft a man, that I could not rejcft. his pwpo* ^ 
fal ; the third I had of feeing the world,. notwitbtoH 
ing my pall misfortunes, continuing as violent ai cWBj 
The only difficulty that remained, was to pcrfaadc^ 
wife, whofe confent however I at laft obtained, by lii 
profpeft of advantage (he propofed to her children; J 

We fet out the 5th day of Auguft 1706, andanW 
«t Fort St. George the nth of April 1707. We >» 
cd there three weeks to refrcfh our crew, many of 
were fick. From thence we went to Tonqnin, 
the captain refolved to continue fome time, becadei 
of the goods he intended to buy were not readji , 
could he exped to be difpatched in fcvcral moniljK 
Therefore, in hopes to defray fome of the chaMO* 
mud be at, he bought a floop, loaded it with &«■ 

brain is wholly abforbcd in the confidcration of the fc**») 
powers of attraftion, rcpulfion, and the circulalion of^Jjj 
vcnly b'>dies; or when a projcftor with footy hapds ind W 
is employed in his laboratory in producing a coftfidcraWe* 
grccofcold, in order to refrigerate the air, and qwlily *j 
raging of the dog ftar,. which cxaftly anfwcrs to the proj»« 
extrafting fun-beams outof cucunabcrsj fuch follies and citia^ 
gancies are certainly the objefts of dcrifion. And accordiiffi 
Dr. Swift has laughed egrcgioufly in the voyage tpX-apotajaX 
exerted a vein of humour, not againft the whole tribe of »/ 
mifts, projeftors, and mathematicians in general ; but apH 
thofc,and thofc only, who defpifc the ufeful branches of fcifl»« 
and wafte their lives in the puifuit of aerial yaiiitici afld on 
Tagancies. Sivijl. 
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' goods, wherewith the Tonquincfe ufually trade 
leigfaboDring iilands, and putting fourteen men on 
whereof three were of the country, he appointed 
ler of the Hoop, and gave me power to traffic, 
le tranfbded his affairs at Tonq[uin. 
bad not failed above three days, when, a great 
rifing, we were driven five days to the north-north- 
id then to the eaft ; afterjwhich we had fair wea- 
)at (liil with a pretty ftrong gale from the weft, 
the tenth day we were chaced by two pyrates, 
on overtook us ; for my floop was fo deep laden, 
e failed very flow, neither were we in a condition 
nd our (elves. 

were boarded about the fame time by both the 
I, who entered forionfty at the head of their men ; 
ding us all proftrate upon our faces (for fo I gave 
they pinioned us with ftrong ropes, and, fctting a 
ipon us, went to feardi the floop. 
ierved among them a Dutchman, who feemed to 
bme authority, though he was not commander of 
(hip. He knew us by our countenances to be 
imen, and jabbering to us in his own language, 
HTC fhoidd be tied back to back, and thrown into 
. I (poke Dutch tolerably well y I told him who 
'e, and begged him, in confideration of our being 
ins and proteftants of neighbouring countries in 
lliance, that he would move the captains to take 
ity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated 
eatenings, and turning to his companions, fpoke 
reat vehemence in the Japanefe language, as I fup- 
)ften ufing the word chriftianos. 
J largeft of the two pyrate fhips was commanded by 
mefe captain, who fpoke a little Dutch, init very 
cftly. He came up to me, and after feveral quc- 
which I anfwered in great humilitv, he faid we 
not die. I made the captain a very low bow, and 
aming to the Dutchman faid, I was forry to find 
merd^ in an heathen, than in a brother chriftian. 
bad (oon reafon to repent thofe foolifh words : for 
oalicious reprobate, having often endeavoured in 
a perfuade both the captains that I might be thrown 
ae fca (which they would not yield to aftes the ignco- 
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mife made me that I fhould not die) however prevailed 
h far as to have a punifhment in filled on me, worfe, in 
all human appearance, than death itfeif. My men weK 
fent by an equal divifion into both the pyrate (hips, and 
my floop new manned. As to myfclfy it was determin- 
ed that I ihould be fet a-drift in a (mall canoe, with pad 
dies and a fail, and four days provifions, which la(t th( 
Jnpancfe captain was fo kind to double out of his owi 
(lores, and would permit no man to (earch me. I go 
down into the canoe, while the Dutchman (landing upor 
the deck loaded me with ail the curfcs and injurious term: 
bis language could afford. 

About an hour before we faw the py rates I had ta 
ken an obfervation, and found we were in the latitude o: 
46 N. and of longitude 183. AVhcn I was at fome dif- 
tance from the pyratcs, 1 difcovered by my pocket-glafi 
feveral idands to the fouth-eait. I fet up my fail, the 
wind being fair, with a delign to reach the ncarcft ol 
thofe iflands, which I made (hift to do in about three 
hours. It was all rocky, however I got many birdi 
eggs, and (Iriking fire I kindled fome heath and dry lea- 
weed, by which I roafted my eggs. I cat no other fup- 
per, being refolvcd to fpare my provifions as much as I 
could. I paifed the night under the (belter of a rock| 
Arewing fome heath under me, and (lept pretty well. 

The next day I (ailed to another ifland, and thence to 
a third and fourth, fometimes ufing my fail, and fonie- 
timcs my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader with 
u particular account of my diflreffcs, let it fufiice, that 
on tiie fifth day 1 arrived at the laft ifland in my (ight« 
which lay fouth-fouth-ead to the former. 

This ifland was at a greater diflance than I expeAed, 
and I did not reach it in lefs than five hours. I enconi- 
paflfed it almoft round, before I could find a convenient 
place to land in, which was a fmall creek about three 
times the widenefs of my canoe. I found the ifland to 
be all rocky, only a little intermingled with tufts of grafs, 
and fweet fmelling herbs. I took out my froall provi- 
fions, and after having refre(hed myfelf, I fecured the k- 
snainder in a cave, whereof there were great numbers. I 
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quan- 
tity of dry iea-wecd; and parched grafs^ whidi I defign- 
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ndle the next day, and road my eggs as well as 
(for I had about me my flint, lleel, match, and 
-giafs.) I lay all night in the cave where I had 
tny proviiions. My bed was the fame dry grafs 
-weed which I intended for fewcl. I flept very 
}r the difquiets of my mind prevailed over my 
ky and kept me awake. I confidered how im- 
it was to prefer ve my life in fo defolate a phcc, 
V miferable my end muft be. Yet found myfclt* 
Ts and defpondingy that I had not the heart to 
id before I could get fpirits enough to creep out 
ave, the day was far advanced. 1 walked a while 
the rocks, the fky was perfcdSly clear, and the 
lot, that I was forced to turn my face from it ; 
I on a fudden it became obfcure, as I tllongh^, ia 
T very different from what happens by ihe inter- 
of a cloud. I turned back, and perceived a vaft 
ody between me and the fun, moving forwards 
the ifland : it fecmed to be about two miles high, 
the fun fix or feven minutes, but I did not ob« 
le air to be much colder, or the fky more darken** 
1 if I had (lood under the rtiade of a mountain. 
»proached nearer over the place where I was, it 
i to be a firm fubflance, the bottom flat, fmooth, 
ling very bright from the reflexion of the fea be- 
(lood upon a height about two hundred yards 
e fliore, and faw this valb body defcendij^g almoft 
allel with me, at lefs than an Engiifh rq^B diflancc. 
3Ut my pocket-perfpe^live, and could plainly dif^ 
ambers of people moving up and down the fides of 
:h appeared to be (loping ; but, what thofe pco- 
: doing, I was not able to dlflinguifh. 
natural love of life gave me fbme inward motions 
and I was ready to entertain a hope, that this ad- 
might fonie way or other help to deliver me from 
slate place and condition I was in. But at the 
me the reader can hardly concive my aftonifh- 
to behold an ifland in the air, inhabited by men. 
ere able (as it fliould fcem) to raife or fink, or 
into a progrcfFive motion, as they pleafed. But 
Dg at that time in adifpofltion to philofophifeupon 
aenomenon; I rather chofe to obicrve vrhgii cov3lt^<& 
-. lY. N ^a 
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^the ifland would take, becaufe it ieemed.for a wh 
flill. Yet foon after it advanced nearer, and 
the (Ides of it encompa(&d with ieveral gradati* 
leries, and (lairs at certain intervals to descend 
•to the other. In the lowcft gallery I beheld 
pie fi(hing with long angling rods, and others h 
i waved my cap (for my hat was long (jnce 
and my hankerchlef towards the ifland ; anc 
^nearer approach I called and fliouted wijh t 
strength of my voice ; and then, looking circtii: 
beheld a cfx>wd gathered to that fide which w 
.tny view. J found by their pointing towards 
each other, that they plainly diicovered nc, 
the7 made no i^tum to my ihouting. Bat J 
four or five men running in great hafte up the (1 
fop of the ifland, who then difiq>peared. J happ 
ly to conje^re, that the(e were £ent for orde; 
f)erfon in authority upon ^thi€occafion. 

The number of'^pcopleencreafed, and in lefs 
an hour, the ifland was moved and jraifed in fu 
Aer, that the loweft gallery appeared in a paral 
jihan an hundred yards difiance firom the heigl 
4lood« I then put myfelf -into the mofk fi]ppii< 
ilures, ^nd fpoke in the humblefl accent, but re 
^mfwer. Tho(e, who ilood neareft over-a| 
ieemed to be perfons of diflindtion, as I fuppoO 
Jhabit. They confenred earneftly with eadi otl 
ing often upon me. At length one of them cal 
•a clear, polite, fmooth dialed, not unlike in 
jthe Italian, and therefore I returned an anfw< 
•language, ho)»ngat leaft, that the cadence migh 
aneetble to his ears. Although neither of usii 
^fc'other^ yet my meaning was eafily knowi 
people faw the di(fare(s I was in. 

They made figns forme to come down firom 
•jand go towards the (hore, which I accordingly 
-the flying ifland being raifed to a convenient h< 
.verge diredly over me, a chain ^as let down 
lowed gallery, with a feat faflened to the bot|jom, 
^ fixed myfdf; ,aod avas drawn up by puUies^ 
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Tbt> humours and dt/fofitioni of the Lvipmlans defcrtlei^ 
An account of their learning. Of the King, and his ^ 
court. The author*} reception there. The inhahi" 
tunts fubje6l to fear and difquietudes. An account of 
the women* 

/C T"my alightihg'I'was furrounded with a crowd of 
t\ people, but thofe who flood nearefl fecmed to be 
of better Quality. They beheld me With all the marka^ 
and circunilrances of wonder^ neither indeed was I mucli 
ia their debt ; having never tiir then feen-a race of mor-- 
ta]s fo fingular in their (liapes, babtts, and countenances; 
Their beads were ail recRned'eiiher to the right or the" 
left ; one of their eyes turned inward^ and the other di-^ 
Rdly up to the zenidi *l Their outward^ garments were 
idomed with the figures of (uns> moons', ^iaod ft^s,. in- 
terwoven with thote of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets,. 
Eittar«, harpficbrds, and many, other uiflmments of niu« 
unknown to us in Europe. I -obferved here and th^r^ ' 
many in the habit of fervants, with a blown bladder faf** 
tened like a fiayl to the end of a (hort lUdc, which the/ 
carried in their hands. In each bladder was a fmall qqan- 
dfy of dried peafe, or little pebbles* (as I was afterwards - 
informed!') With thefe bladders they now and then flap* 
ppd tb« mouths and ears of thofe who flood near them, t 
c^ which pra<5tice I could not then conceive the meanings- 
li feems the minds of thefe people are £6 taken* up witii 
intenfe fpecula^ons, that they neither can fpeak, nor at- - 
tfnd to the drfcour^s of others, without being roufed by 
fome external' ta^ion upon the organs of fpeech and hear- 
ing; for which' rcafon, thofe perfons who are able^to^af^ 
ford it, always keep a flapper (the original is cUmenole*) 
in their family, as one of their domcflics, nor ever walK- 
abroad or maik'e vifits without him. And the bufihefs 

* By this defcription the author intended to ridicule thofe 
Who wade life ini fpcculative fcience, the powers of whofc minds 
axoasabfurdl^employed as the eyes of the Laputians. Hawkef.' 
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of this officer is, when two, three, or morepei 
in company, gently to (Irike with his bladder tt 
of him who is to fpeak, and the right ear of him 
to whom the fpeaker addreffeth hinifelf. Thisj 
likewife employed diligently to attend his niafl 
walks, and upon occafion to give him a foft fla 
cyes^ becaufe he is always fo wrapped up io c( 
that he is in roanifefl danger of falling down ev( 
pice, and bouncing his head againft every poft 
the Hreets, of juflling others, or being jufUed hii 
the kennel. 

It was nece/Tafy to give the reader this inf( 
vhhout which he would be at the fune lofs wii 
underhand the proceedings of thefe people, as 
<lu(5tcd me up the (lairs to the top of the ifland, 
thence to the royal palace. While we were i 
they forgot feveral tiltaes what they were about 
ine to myfclf, till their memories were again i 
their flappers ^/or they appeared altogether uni 
tl^ight ^T my foreign habit and countenance, a 
Ihouts of the vulgar, whofe thoughts and mi 
Hiore di(en gaged. 

At laft we entered the palactf, an J proceede 
chamber of prefence, where I faw the King fea 
throne, attended on each fide by perfons of pri 
ty. Before the throne was a large table filled w 
and fpheres, and matliematical inftruments of 
His MajeOy took not the leaft notice of us, alt! 
entrance was not without fufficicnt noife by the 
of all perfons belonging to the courf. But he 
deep in a problem, and we attended at leaft an 
fore he could folve it. There llood by him on 
a young page with flaps in their hands, and whei 
he was at leifure, one of them gently (truck h 
find iH^Oiher his right ear ; at which he ftarte 
awaked oh the fudden, and looking toWards n 
company I was in, recolle<5ted the occafion of 
ihg, whereof he had been informed before, 
fome words, whereupon immediately a young 
a fiap came up to my fide, and flapt me gently ot 
ear, but I made figns, as well as I could, that 
cccafioh for fuch an infiirument ^ which, as 1 1 
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»ave his Majefty atid the whole court a very mean 
of my underftanding. The King, as far as I could 
ire, asked me feveral quell ions, and I addreflej 
him in all the languages I had. When it was 
:hat I could neither underftand, nor be under* 

was condudled by his order to an apartment in 
ce, (this prince benig diflinguiihed above all his 
Tors for his hofpitality to ftrangers) where two 
were appointed to attend me. My dinner was 
, and four per fbns of quality, whom I remember- 
ve feen very near the King's perfon, did me the 
:o dine with me. We had two courfes, of three 
ich. Ih the firft courfe there was a (houlder of 
cut into an equilateral triangle, a piece of 'beef 
lomboides^ and a pudding into a cycloid, 't'be 
:ourfe was two ducks tru&d up into the form of 
faufages and puddings refeAbiing flutes and haut- 
id a breaft of veal in the (hape of a harp, '^he 

cat our bread into cones, cyliMMj^iallelo- 
and feveral other mathematical figunni* " ^^. 
t we were at dinner, I made bold to ask the namer 
J things in their language, and thofe noble per^^ 
the affiftknce of their fldpfers delighted to give 
ers, hoping to ralfe m^ admiration of their great 

if I could be brought to converfe with them. 
Ml able to call for bread and drtnk^ or whatever- 
anted. 

dinner my company withdrew, and a peribn was- 
le by the King's order, -attended by st flapper. He ' 
with him pen, ink, and paper, and three or four' ^ 
giving me to underftand by iigns, that he was lent \ 
me the'langnage. We (at together four hours, ^ 

time I wrote down a giieat number of- words in 
with the tranflations over-againft them ; J. like- 
de a fliift to learn feveral (hort fentencc^^|!or ■> 
r would order one of my fervants to f 
turn, about^to make a bow, to (ity' Mtajj^iind, ■ 
f and the like. Thfcn I took down the '^' 
Bg. He (hewed me alfo in one of his books thtf 
if the fun, moon,' and ftars, the zodiac, the tro- - 
d polar circles, together with the dcnommations' 

figures of planes and foiids. -He gix^em^ i^<& 
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names and defcriptions of all the mufical inftrnmenti, 
the general terms of art in playing on each oft 
After he had left me, I placed all my words vith 
interpretations in alphabetical order. And tfaosini 
days, by the help of a very faithful memory^ I got 
innght into their language. 

The word, which I interpret the flyittg ot.Jk 
r/lanJ, is in the original Laputa, whereoip I ooaU i 
learn the true etymology. Lap in the old ebfokte 
guage fignifieth ffigh, and uniuk a governor , kom\ 
they fay by corruption was derived Lapata, from Li 
tub. But I do not approve of this dertvation, ^ 
leems to be a Kttle drained. I ventured to ofir 1 
learned among them a conjedure of my own, tbv 

5uta was auafi lap outed ; lap fijpifying proper) 
ancing ot the fun-beams in the fea, smd ouudt 
^hich however I fhaR not obtrude^ but fubntt to t 
dicious reader. 

Thoie to %if1iom the King had entrufted me, oU 
Mlw ill T was clad, ordered a taylor to come next 
Sng, and take meafupe fbr a^ fait of doaths. Tlu 
' Tator did his office after a ditifercnt manner firom ti 
his trade in Europe. He firft took- ny alUtude by 
drant, and then with rale and compafles defcrib 
dimenfions and out-lines of my whole body^ ail vt 
entered upon paper ; and in fix days brought my 
very ill made, and quite out of (hape, by happn 
miftake a figure in the calculation. But my comfc 
that I obfcrved fuch accidents vety firecjaenty an 
regarded. 

During my confinement for want of cloaths> an< 
indifpofition that held me feme days longer^ I n 
larged my di^ionary ^ and when I wol^nex^to go 
able to underdand many things the king fpoke, aoi 
turn him fome kind of aafwers. Hisi Majefty ha( 
orders, that- the ifland (hould move north -eaft and 
to the vertical point over Lagado, the metropolis 
v^oU kingdom below upon the firm eortlx It 
bout ninety leagues diftant^, and our voyage hflc 
days and an half. I was not in the leaU ^nfible 
progreffive motion made in the air ^y the ifiand. 
kcond morniog about eleven ardock the Kiqg hk 
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ittended by his nobility, coartiers and officers, hav- 
pared all their mafical inftruments, played on them 
X houn without internii£ioB« (b that I was quite 
1 with the noiie y neither couU I polfibly guefs the 
gf till my tutor informed^ me. He Gad, that the 
of their ifland. had their ears adapted to hear thb 
f the rpheres> . which always played at certain po- 
and.the court was now prepared to bear their part, 
tever inftrument they moft excelled, 
or jooraey towards Lagada,, the- capital city, his 
r ordered' that the Ifland ^{hould flop over certain 
and villages,, from whence he might receive the 
IS of his fnbjeds. And to . this purpofe feveral 
Tads were let down with fmall weights at the bot- 
Ob thefe packthreads the people ftrung their peti* 
which: mounted up diret5lly,.like the fcraps or pa- 
ened by ichool-boys at.the end of the ftring that 
heirkite^ Sometimes we received wine and vie- 
om below, .which weredrawn up by puUies. 
knowledge I had in mathematics gave me great 
:e in acquiring their phrafeology^ .which depended 
pon that fcience and mufic ; and in the latter I wat 
lulled. Their ideas ^are perpetually converfant in 
id. figures*. If they would, fof- example, praife the 
of a woman, ori any^ other animal, they defcribe 
lombs, circles, parallelograms, eliipfes,. and other 
rical terms, or by words of art drawa from- mufio^ 
i here to repeat; I obferved in the King's kitchen 
i of mathematical and mufical inftruments, after ' 
ires of which they cut up. the joints that were, 
to his Majcfty's iMtv 

ir houfes are vei^ iU built, tfab walld bevil, with^ 
i right angle in anyapartment ; and this defcA a* 
rom the contempt they bear ta pradUcal geometry, 
hey defpi£b as- vulgar and mechanic, tho& indruo- 
tey give' being too refined for the intelleduals of 
orkmen, which occafions perpetual miftakes. And 
;h they are dextrouifbiough. upon a piece (^ paper 
management of the rule, the pencil, and the di- 
yet ift the common actions and behaviour of life I 
ot feen a. move clumfy, awkward, and unhandy 
b not.f(r.IIow and perplexed la >thcu.QOio«K^^T^ 



and mind being itnit up within tne two tat 
fciences. 

Mofl of theniy and efpecially thofe who 
cftronomical party have great faith In judicu 
ahhoDgb they are afharaed to own it publicly. 
1 chiefly admired^ and thought ahogether una 
tvas the ftrong difpofition 1 obferved in them to 
and politics, perpetually enquiring intopubJie 
ing their jadg»lents in matters of ftate, and 
dilputing every inch of a party opinion. 1 
obierved the fame difpofition among moft of 
maticians I have known in Europe, although 
ter difcover the leait analogy between the tv 
unlefs thofe people fuppoie, that becaufe 
circle hath as many degrees as the largeflr> tl 
regulation aad management of the wor£d rcqu 
abilities, than the handling and turning of a 
1 rather uke this quality to fpring from a ve 
infirmity of human nature, inclining us to b< 
ous and conceited in matters where we hav4 
cem, and for which we are lca(i adapted eith 
or. nature, 

Thefe people are under* continual difquiet 
enjoying a minute's peace of mind ; and theii 
ces proceed fromcaufes, which very little af 
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. For^ if in its perihelion it ihould approach 
certain degree ot the fun (as by their calcollH 
y have reaton to dread) it will receive a degree 
en tboufand times more inteiife^ than that of red 
ing iron ; and, in its abfence from the fun, car- 
ing tail ten hondred thou&nd and fcnirteen mile» 
irough which if the earth (houid pafs at the di« 
one hundred thoufand miles iirom the fiucUus, 
body of tlie comet, it rouil in its pafTage be fet 
aba reduced to afhes^ That the fun^ daily 
its rays without any nutriment to fupply them^ 
i\ be wholly confumed and annihilated ; which 
ittended with the deftrudion of this earth and 
I planets that receive their light from it.* 
are fo perpetually alarmed with the apprehend* 
tk, and the like impending dangers, that they 
ler deep quietly in their bois, nor have anv r^- 
the common pleafures ot amufements ol life, 
ley meet an acquaintance in the morning, the 
lion is about the fun's health, how be looked at 
g and Hfingi. and what hopes they have to avoid 
r of the approaching comet. This converfati- 
ire a|)t to run into with the fame temper, that 
over in delighting to heat terrible dories of fpi- 
tlobgobltos, which they greedily liften to, and 
go to bed for fear. 

romen of the idand have abundance of vivacity ; 
temn their hud)ands, and Are exceedingly fond 
;r9, whereof there is always a confiderable num« 
the continent below attending at court, either 
lirs of the leveral towns and corporations, or 
n particular occafions, but are much defpifed, 
hey want the fame endowments. Among thefe 
i chule their gallants : but the vexation is, that 
ivith too much eafe and fecurity,^ for the hud^and. 
( fo rapt in fpeculation, that the miftrefs and lov- 
|)roce^ to the greatcft familiarities before his 
le be but provided with paper and implements^ 
out hhfl/^per at his fide. 

Jiefe were fuppofitions of perfons eminent in their 
mathematical knowledge. Uavkgf, 
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The wives and daughters lament their coBfinemeot 
the iflandy although I think it the moft delicious fpot^ 
ground in the world ; and ahhough they live here in tl 
greatefl plenty and magnificence, and are allowed to < 
whatever they pleafe, they long to fee the world, ti 
take the diverGons of the metropolisy which they ait n 
allowed to do without a pirticolar licence from theKioj 
and this is not ea(y to be obtained, becauTe the people 
quality have founci by frequent experience, how hard 
is to perfuade their women to return from below, li 
told, that a great court lady, who had feveral childR 
is married* to the prime tninifter, the richeft fubjed iai 
kingdom, a very graceful perfbn, extremely fcmdW b 
and lives in the fined palace of the ifland, went down 
Lagado on the pretence of health, there hid herlelf: 
feveral months, till the King fent a warrant to fearch 
her, and fhe was found in an obfcure eating-hoole all 
rags, having pawned her cloaths to maintain tan old'i 
formed foot-man> who beat her- every dayi and-ii ^ 
company (he was taken much againft her will« And 
though her hufband received her with all poffiblo ki 
nefs, and without theleaft reproach, fhe (bon after o 
trived to fteal down agaui with all her jewels to the li 
gallant, and hath not been heard of fince. 

This may perhaps pafs with the reader rather fbi 
European or Englilh (lory, than for one of a coontrj 
remote. Dut he may pl^e to confider, that the 
prices of women>?kind are not limited by any dhnalc 
nation, and that they are m«ch more uniform. than • 
be eafily imagined. 

In about a month's time, I had made a tolerable p 
ficiency in thetr language, and was ■ able to anfwer B 
of the King's que(Uons, when I had the honour to attf 
him. His Maje(iy difeovered not the leaft curiofity 
enquire into the laws, government, hiftory, religion, 
manners of the countries where I had been, but cooft 
his quedions to the. (late of mathematics, and rcoeh 
the account I gave him with great contempt • and imfil 
rence^ though often roufed by hi$flaffer on each fide- 
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-}bjenmenon fohid by modern philofcpby and aflronmy. 
The L2p\iti9ns great improvements in the fatter, Th^ 
King's method offupprejjing infurre^iions. 

^Defired leave of this prince to fee the curioiities of 
. the ifland, which be was gracioufly fleafed to grants 
\i ordered my tutor to attend me. I chiefly wanted to 
aow, to what caufe in art or in nature it owed its feve- 
] iDotioDS, whereof I will now £ive a .philofophical ac« 
lODt to the reader. 

The flying or floating ifland is exa^Iy circular^ its iU 
Deter 7637 yards, or about four miles and an half^ and 
ufequently contains tea thoufand acres. It is three 
lodred yards thick. The bottom, or under furface, 
bich appears to tliofb who view it ^om below, is one 
nen regular plate of adamant^ (hooting up to the height 
; about two hundred yards. Above it lie the feveral 
inenis in their .afual order, and over all is a coat of 
ch mould, ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity ol 
e upper furface, from the circumference to the center^ 
the natural cauie why all the dews and rains, which 
Uupon the ifland, are conveyed in (mall rivulets to« 
ards the middle, where ihey are emptied into four large 
ifoQs, each of about half a mile in circuit, and -two 
Bndred yards diftant from the center. From thefe ba« 
HIS the water is continually exhaled by the fun in the 
■y-time, which efledually prevents their overflowing, 
lefides, as it is in the power of the monarch to raife the 
ksd aboye the region of clouds and vapours, he can 
itvent the falling df dews and rains whenever he pleafes. ^ 
^ the highefl clouds cannot rife above two miles, as 
■nralifis agree, at leaft they were never known to do fo 
I that country. 

At the center of the ifland there is acha(m about fifty 
Ms in diameter, from whence the aflronomers de(cend 
to a large dome, which is therefore called fiandona 
^gtnie, or the aflronomer*s cave,, (ituated at the depth 
a hundred yards beneath the upper furface of the ada- 
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mant. In this cave are twenty lamps continually fc 
ingy which from the reflexion of the adamant, a 
(Irong light into every part. The place is (lored 
^reat variety of fcxtants, Quadrants, telefcopes, a 
labes, and other agronomical inllruments. But the g 
^ curiodty, upon which the fate of the ifland dep< 
is a loadftone of a prodigious fize, in fhape referobli 
weaver's (buttle. It is in length fix yards, and in 
thickcft cart at leaft three yards over. This magi 
fuftained by a very ftrong axle of adamant pafling tfan 
its middle, upon which it plays, and is poifed fo exa 
that the weakeft hand can turn it. It is hooped n 
with an hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet deef 
many thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed 1 
zontally, and fupported by eight adamantine feet, 
fix yards high. In the middle of the concave fide t 
is a groove twelve inches deep. In which the extren 
of the axle are lodged, and turned round as there is 
cafion. 

The ftone cannot be moved from its place by 
force, becaufe the hoop and its feet ate one contii 
piece with that body of adamant, which conftitutes 
bottom of the ifland. 

By means* of this load-ftone the ifland is made to 
and fall, and move from one place to another. '. 
with pefpe<5l to that part of the earth over which the 
narch prefides, the flone is endued at one of its I 
with an attraftive power, and at the'other with a re 
five. Upon placing the magnet eredt, with its attrad 
end towards the earth, the ifland dclcends ; but v 
the repdling extremity points down-wards, the i£ 
mounts "ifiredly upwards. When the poiition of 
(lone is oblique, the motion of the ifland is fo too : 
in this magnet the forces always afl in lines parallel t( 
diredion. 

By this oblique motion the ifland is conveyed to d 
rent parts of the monarch's dominions. To explain 
manner of its progrefs, let yf B reprefent a line dn 
crofs the dominions of Balnibarbi, let the line cdtC[ 
lent the load-flone, of which let d be the rtpelling < 
and c the attrafling end, the ifland being over C"; let 
jB:0Q« be placed in the pofitlon c 4 with its repelling 

do 
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downwards ; then the ifland will be driven upwards ob» 
tqacly towards D, ^When it is arrived at 2), let the 
(bne be turned upon its axle till its attrading end points 
towards Ey and then the Ifland will be carried obliquely 
■towards E ; where, if the ftone be again turned upon ir$ 
axle tHl It ftands in the poGtion E Fj with its repelling 
point downward, the ifland will rife obliquely towards F, 
vhcre, by dirediing the attradling end towards G^ the 
ifland may be carried to Gy and from G to Hy by turning 
the ftoncy fo as to aiake itsTepelling extremity point di- 
ttdly downward. And thus, by changing the fituatioH 
of the ftone as often as there is occaiion, the ifland is 
made to rife and fall by turns in an oblique diredlion, and 
Jby thofe alttf nate rifings and fallings (the obliquity being 
not confiderable) is conveyed from one part of the domi- 
luons to tlie other. 

But it rauft be obferved, that this ifland cannot move 
1)eyond the eictent of the dominions below, nor can it rife 
above the height of four miles. For which the aftro- 
flomers (who have written large fyftcms concerning the 
ftone) aflign the following reafon : that the magnetic vir* 
tat does not extend beyond the diftance of j^ur miles, 
and that the mineral, which 36ts upon the (lone in the 
Iwwels of the earth, and in the fca about fix leagues di- 
ftant from tbe (hore, is not difTuIbd through the v.'hole 
globe, but termioated with the limits of the King*s do- 
minions ; and it was eafy, from the great advantar^e of 
fach a fupdriof Cttiation, for a prince to bring under his 
obedience, whatever conntry lay within the attra<^lion of 
that magnet. 

When the ftone Is pot parallel to the plane of the ho- 
fizon. the ifland ftandeth flill;.for in that cafe the ex- 
tremities of tt, being at equal diitance from the earthy 
aft wUh equal force, the one in drawing downwards, the 
other in puflung upwards^ and confequcntly no motion 
can enfue. 

This load-ftone is under the care of certain aflrono- 
mers, vho from time to time give it fudi pofitions as the 
mionarcli dire^. They fpend the greatcfl: part of their 
'lives in obfcrviog the celeftial bodies, which they do by 
theaffiftanoe of glaifes far excelling ours in goodnefs. 
Vor, although their largeft telefcopcs do nQt exceed three 

Vol; IV. O i^S 
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'Sett, they magnify much more than thofe of an hi 
.vrith uSy and fhew the (lars .with greater dearnefs. 
advantage hath enabled, them to' exfend their difa 
much farther than our adronomers in Europe ; fc 
liave made a catalogue of ten tboufand fixed (lars, 
as the largeft of ours do not contain above one thl: 
.of that number. They have.iikcwife difcovered f 
Jcr liars, otfafcH'ttes^ which revolve about Mars, 
of the iQnermoft is dlftant ff oro the center of the p 
planet, c^ia^ly three of his diameters, aad the out- 
Sve ; the, former revolves in the fpace of ten houi 
4the latter in twenty-one oxidi an half; fc^ that -the 
;bf their periodicil timesare very near in theiame ( 
.^on witli the^ cubes of thdr diflance from the cc 
iWars, which evidently (hews them to be governed 
«ifame law^ of jravitatioo, that influences the other h( 
Jbodies. 

They have ob(crved ninety-three difTcient cornel 
Jettled their periods with great exa(5lners. If this 1 
(and they aftirm it with great confidence) it is n 
be wi(hed, ]that their ob(ervations were made 
^whereby the, theory of comets, which at prefent 
lame and defe<5tive, might be brought to |||^ fan 
/e^pn with other parts of aftronemy. 

The King WQuld be the moft ab(o]ute prince in 
jiiverfe, Jf hecoold but prevail on a niinidry to jo 
Jblm ; but thefe having their eftates below on th< 
,2ient, and coni^deriiig that. the oHice of a favourite 
very uncertain tenure;, would never confent to the 
ing their country. 

If any town (hopld engage in rebeUion or mutii 
into violent fadions, or refu(e .to pay the ufual i 
the King hath two methods of reducing them to 
ence. The firft, ^d the mildeftcourfe is by keep 
iflahd hovering over fuch a town, and the lands al 
whereby he can deprive ihein of the benefit of t 
and the rain, and confequentiy afilidl the inhabitan 
.dearth and difeafes. And if the crime de(erve i 
are at the fame time pelted from above with great 
againft which they have no defence but by creepir 
cellars or caves^ while the roofs of their houfes are 
Co pieces. But if they fliU continue obftinate^ 
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' to raife infurre^lions, he proceeds to the lau remedy^^r 

letting the ifland drop diredly upon their heads^ 
'ich makes an univerfal deflfuAion both of hoafes and' 
■n. However, this is an extremity to which the prince 
Wdoro jJrivcn,. neither indeed is he willing, to put it ia 
^ution, nor dare his miniflets advife Mm to an a^lbti^ 
lich, as it wonld render thenr odious to the people, lb 
^ould be a great damage to their own ctt'ates,- which" 
all"betew, for the ifland is the King's deraefn. 
But there is ftill indeed a more weighty reafbn, why 
•Kings of this country have been always averfc from 
fcuting (b terrible an aftion, unlefs upon the utmojt* 
ceffity. For if the town, intended to be dedroyed^ 
^uld have in it any tall rocks^ as it generally falls out' 

the hrger dties^ a fituation probably chofin at firft 
^ a view to prevent'fuch a cataftrophe ; or if it abound 
bighfpires, or pillars of ftone, a fudden fall might en-^ 
igei the bottom or under fur&ce of the i/Knd^ which^ ' 
boogh it confiil, as I have faid, of one inthre adstmant* 
> hundred yard^ thick, might happen to ctack by too 
•at a (hock^ orburft by. approaching too n6ar^he fires 
tn the bodies below, as the backs both of if6n and 
He will oftdi do in our chimnies. Of all this the peo- 
^ are well' apprifed, and undcrfbnd how far to carry 
ir obftihacv, where their liberty or property is con- 
ned. And the King, when he is highed provoked^- 
I mod determined to prefs a city to rttbbifli', orders the 
ud to defcend witli great gentlenefs^ out of a pretence 
tendernefs to his people; but indeed for fear of breaki. 
; the adamantine bottom ; in which cafe iir is the opi- 
»Qof all their philofophers, that the load-ftone could 
longer hold it up, and the whole mafs would fall t6 
! ground. 

By a fundamental law of this realm, neither the King; 
r either of his two elder fons, are permitted to leave 
s ifland, nor the Qpieen^ till (he is pad child-bearing, 
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CHAP. IV.. 

77/^ author leaves Laputa^ is conveyed to Balnibarbi^ «^ 
rives at the metropolis, A defcription of the netr^ 
folis, end the country adjoining. The anxhuir l^f^ 
tills received by a great liNrd. His conver/atiMvi» 
ghat lord, 

ALTHOUGH I cannot fay that I was aNreatcd la 
this lilandy yet 1 mud confefs I thought myfelf too 
much ncgle<5led, not without fome degree of conten|Mi 
Poi- neither prince nor. people appeared to be curioM » 
any part of knowledge^ except matliematics andmoli^ 
v^herein I was far their inferior^ and upon that accooBl 
vtry little regarded. 

On the other fide, after having feen all thc«A)6ij 
of the ifland^ I was very defirous to leave ity. being hrtfr 
ly weary of tbofe people. They were indeed «celiBi| 
in two fcienceSy for which 1 have greaff^eftcein. Mi 
wherein I am not unverfed^ but at ^ the ipime tine foj 
firacted and involved iti fpeculfttion, that I never met «ii 
fuch difugreeable companions. I converfed only m 
women, tradefraen, flapper s^y and court . pages, 3uiiS| 
two months of my abode there ; by which at laft 1 N* 
dcrcd myfelf extremely contemptible; yet thefc wck th 
only peopk'^ from whom I coutd ever receive a reafix 
able aiifwcr. ; 

1 had obtained by hard ftudy a good degree of knf*' 
led[)e in their language ; I was weary of being confioeot 
an ifland, where I received fo little countenance^ andv 
folved to leave it with the firfi opportunity. 

There was a great lord at court, nearly related tofl 
King, and for that reafon alone, ufed with r^fpeft- ^ 
was univerfally reckoned the moft ignorant and ftupidpc 
fon among them. He had performed many eminent fi 
vires for the crown, had great natural and acquired \osS 
adorned with integrity and honour, but fo ill an ear i 
mufic, that his detra^ors reported he had been ofi 
]known to beat time in the wrong place ; neither cot 
bi$ tutors^ without exu^tue dlf&cultYi teach him to d 
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ftrate tbe moft cafy propolition in the mathematics 
vas pleafed to (hew me many marks of favour^ often 
ne the honour of a viflt^ defired to be informed in 
affairs of Earope, the laws and cuftomsj the man* 

and learning of tlje (everal countries where I had 
riled. He.liftened to me with great attention^ and . 
! very wife ohfervations on all I Ipoke. He had two 
ers attending him for flbtc^ but never made ufe of 
I, except at court, and in vifits of ceremony, and 
Id always. command them to wididraw^ when we were 
e together. 

entreated this iUuftrious per(bn to intercedle in my ' 
If with his Majefty for leave to depart, which he ac» 
ingly did^ 4is he was pleafed to tell me, with regret z 
n&td he had made me feveral oficrs very odvantago- 

which however I refiifed with cxpreffions of the * 
eft acknowledgment. 

a the 1 6th of February I took leave of his Majelly ' 
the court; TKerKing made me a prcfent tothe va- 
if aboat two hundred pounds Englifh^and my pro- 
r, ilia Jiinfman, as much more, together with a let-- 
f Tecommendation to a firiend of lus in Lagado, the ' 
dpolis : the ifland bemg then hovering over a moun- 
tbont two miles fiom it, I was let down from the 
i gallery. In ■ the fame manaei; as 1 Bad been taken - 

be continent^ as^ AS it isfubjeftto the monarch \ 
le fijir^ iflandy fMlKs nndec th& general name of 
banrbi ; and the metroj)olts, as I faid before, is call- - 
igKlo. • I felt fome little fatis&dion in finding my- 
m firm ground. I walked to the city without any ' 
sm, being clad like one of the natives,- and fuffici- 
in(faru<5led to converle with them. I fooa'fetind out ' 
perfon's houfis to « whom I was recommended, pre- • 
d my letter from his friend, the grandee ia the Lfland, < 
vas received with much kindnefa.-- This great lord, - 
e name was Munodi, 'ordered me an apartment in his 
houfe, where I continued during my ilay, and was > 
lained in a moft boTpitabte' manner ► 
be next morning after my arrival he took me in his ' 
ot to fee the town, which is about half the bignefr. 
lOndony .but the boufes very (Ir^gely b^ilt, and < 
O 3 . ma^ 



lent. I could not forbear admiring at thefe 
aoces both in town and country ; and I mad 
£re ray condudtor^ that he would be pleoTe 
to* me what could be meant by fo many 
hands, and faces, both- in the Areetsandtl 
caufe I did not difcover any good e^Tedts tbc 
but, on the contrary, I never knew a foil 
cultivated, hoofes fo ill contrived and fo i 
people whofe countenances and habit exprc 
nifery and Ivant. 

This lord Munodi was a perfen ofthe fii 
had been fbmc years governor of Lagado ; 
bal of minxflers was discharged for infuffic 
'tyer the King treated him with tendernefi 
meaning man, but of a low contemptible ui 

When I gave that free cenfure of the co 
inhabitants, he made no further anfwer> tfa 
me, that I had not been long enough among 
a judgment ; and that the difi^eren^natiolls^ 
had'diflferent cuftoms ;■ with other common* 
fame purpofe. But, when we returned to 1 
asked me how I Hked the building, what abf 
ferved, and what quarrel I had with the d; 
of his domcftic^. This he might fafcly do 
verv thinff about him was magnificent, re^t 
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I by farmers in managing their lands ; ivfaich 
Hrholly unaccountable ; for except in fboie 
:es I could Jiot diCcover one ear of corn^ or 
s. But in three hours travelling the fcene 
iltered ; we came into a mod beautiful coun- 
8 houfes at fmall diitances neatly built, the 
d, cpntainiAg vineyards, com>groands, .and 
s'either do I remember to have feen a more 
>fpedt. His excellency obferved my coun^ 
ear up ; be told me with a figh, that there 
iv\f and would coatinoe the fame, till we * 
to hishoufe. That his countrymen ridico- 
^(ed him for managing his affairs no better, 
Qg h ill an exampk to the kingdom, which « 
followed by very, few^ fucb as were old^ and • 
^eak like bimfelf. 

at length to the houfei which was indeed 4i 
re, built according to the befl rules of and* 
ire. The fountains,: gardens, .walks, ave* 
oves, were all difpofed with exa^ judgmest 
gave due praifes to every thing I ikw, where- 
ency took not the leaft notice till after fup- 
there being no thirdxompanibn,,Jie told me 
melancholly air,.,that^ be. doubted ht muft 
his houica in town and country to rd>uild ' 
e prefent mode, dcllroy ali.his plantations, 
nrs into fuch a form as modem ufage requir- 
the fame directions to all bis tepants, uniefs 
mit to incur th&cenfure of pride,, Ungularl- 
IV, ignorance, capjfice, and p^haps increafe 
difpleafure. 

admiration I. appeared to ^be under, would 
nifh^ when he had informed me of fbme par* 
ch probably I never heard of at court, the 
>eing too much taken up in their own^fpeoi- 
ve regard to what ^aflcd here below, 
of his difcourfe was to this effe^ : . that sl* 
pars ago certain perfons went up to Laputa, 
bufihefs or diverfion, and after £ve months 
came back with a very little froattering in 
, but full of volatile fpirits acquired in. that 
Thatihefef erfgns upon their retuntbegfia 



I<6 GULLIVERV TRAVELS. 

to diflike the management df ever^ tbmg belo^ 
into fchemes of potting all aitSj (ciences, kng 
mechaoics opon a new toot. To this end th^ 
a royal patent fbrerefiing an academy of ^ 
Lagado ; and the humour prevailed ib ftron| 
the people, that there it nota town*^of any^cc 
in the kingdom withont fuch an academy. In 
leges the profeffbrs contrive new rules and met 
gricultare and building, and new inftruments 
tor all trades and manufaifluresy whereby, as tl 
take, one man (hall do the work of ten, a pali 
built in a week, of materkls (6 durable, as to if 
without repairing. All the fruits of the earth 
to maturity at whateYer^eafon we think fit to» 
iiicreafe an hundred-fold more tinin they do a 
with innumerable other happy propofals. Tl 
xonvenience is/JThat none of thdie proje^sare 3 
to perfef^ion, and -in the mean time the who 
lies miferablv wafte^ tb6 honfes miuinsi and 
Withoat food or xloatbs.^ By all- which , inilej 
ififcouraged, they are fifty times more- violentl; 
on prolecatin^tbetr fehemesi ddven e^Hy c 
-and defpair.; that, as for hirofelf, being ROtoi 
-prifing fpirit, ht was content to go on in- the ( 
to live in tht houfes his anceftorr had built, 
tiiey did in every part of life withont innovati 
fdme few other perfons<-6f qcrallty and gentry 
the fame, but were looked on with an eye of 
and ill-will, as. eneimes to-«rt, ignorant, .ar 
monwealths-ntcn, preferring their vown eafe an 
fore the general improvement of then: eoontry. 
His IdrdThip added/ that he wonld not by i 
particulars prevent the pleafure I^ouid certaii 
viewing the grand academy, whither ^ he was 
fhould go. He only defired rac to obferv© a m 
ing upon the (ide ofa mountain about threemi 
of which he gave me this account: thit he 1 
convenient mill within half a mile of his hoi 
by a current from a large river, and fufficient f 
family, as well as a great number of his tenar 
about feven years ago, a club of thefe proje^o 
Jmih wxthpfopoTolstQ deftroy this^mill; andbui 
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Qn the (ide of that mountain, on the long ridge wheftof 
a Joi g canal muft be cut for a repoHtory of water to be 
conveyed op by pipes and engines to fupf ly tbeinil], be*- 
caafe the wind and air upon a height a^^lated the water,, 
ind thereby made h fitter for motion : and becanie the 
water defcending jown 'i declivity would turn the milL 
iwth half the curSSToT a river, whofe courfe is more 
opon a level. He faid, that being then not very well with 
^ court) and prefled by many of his friends, he com*- 
plied with the propofal ; and after employing an hundred, 
men for two "years the "work mifcarried, the proje^ora 
went off, laying the blame entirely upon him, railing at. 
bim^eve^ fince, and putting others upon the fame expe- 
sment with equal aflurance of fucceis^ as well as equal, 
difappoiotment. 

. la. a few days wexame back to town, and his excelt 
iency coofideriog the bad character he had in the acade* 
B^ wouU not go with me himfelf, but recommended me 
to a friend' of bis to bear me company, thither, M; 
krd was plea(ed to reprefent me as a great admirer olT 
pr^jeds, and a perfi)n of much curioCty, and eafy belief: 
which indeed was not without truth ; for 1 had m^felf 
tteea a fiat of projidor^ In my yousger days, . 
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THe mithor p$rmUted to fee the grand academy o/'Lagado* 
Tie acaaetnjf largely defcribed. The arts wherein thet- 
^9/e/fcrs emflojf toemfehes *• 

TH IS acadeniy Is not an entire Gngle building, 'but 
a continuation of feveral houfes on both fides of a 
ibreety which growing wafle^ was purchafed and applied 
to that ufe* 

I was 

. * However wild the dcfcription of the flying ifland and the 
inanaers and various projeAs of the philofophers of Lagado may 
appear, .yet it is a rial pifture embcllifiied with much latent wit 
and humour. ' It is a fatire upon thofe aflronomcrs and mathe- 
naticians who have fo entirely dedicated their time to xVit \|U. 
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I was received very kindly by the warden^ tnrwl 
Cor many days to the academy. Every room hatliin i 
one or more projeAors ; and I believe I couid not'beii 
fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The firft man I faw was of a meagre aPpeft, witfafiNtt 
hands and face, bis hair and beard long, ngged w 
finged in feveral places. His cloaths, (birt, and ikflf 
were all of the fame colour. He had been -eight joo 
upon a projedl for extrading fun-beams outof cucumbofe 
which were to be put into vials hcrme^8aily fcilefly « 
let out to warm tlie air in- raw inclement^ fummen.- tt 

nets, that they have been carclcls of their family anAcoiBlJ 
and have bcco chiefly anxious about the cecooomy ami vc" 
of the upper worlds. But if we confidcr Swift's ronanceiii 
fcrious light, we fliall find him of opinion, that thofedcum' 
nations in philofophy, whrch at prefent feem to the moftifltfi; 
Ing nien to be pcrfc£lly well founded and underftpodi neii 
reality unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps fine # 
hence be as much deeried as the azionv of Ariflotle are tttkii 
day. Sir Ifaac Newton and his notions may hereafter htm 
of faihion. There is a kind of mode in philofophy, ai vdl^ 
in other things : and fuch modes often change morefiaaW 
humour and caprice of men,- than either from the unreafwaBlj 
or the ill-founded conclufions of the philofophy itielf. Tbel*;; 
fonings of feme philofophers have undoubtedly belter ibuJ^ 
tion than thofc of others: but lam of opinion, (andSwifi&il 
tabc in the fame way of thiaking) that the moft apphnfn 
philofophy* hitherto extant, has not fully, clearly, and ccmii» 
ly explained many difficulties in the phaenomenaof batBiC' I 
am induced to believe, that God may .have abfolutely ddPfll 
us the perfe£l knowledge of many points in philofophy, fi> A|| 
we fhall never arrive at that perfcdion, however certain weo^ 
fuppofe ourfclves of having attained to it already. Upon 4l 
whole, we may fay with Tully, Omn^uiftre m reka, efMuMj 
fa pbyjids, quid non fit citius quant quid fit ^ dixtrim, QTrety. - 

This note in general fcems to be a teftlmony of his brf* 
ihlp'« approbation, but.it is not eafy to difcover whatiapstl^ 
cular is meant by the word red, fince cvtry pi£luK is a M( 
piflure, whether it be copied from nature or fancy ; and ifldea 
it is equally difficult to conceive how a piSure of any kind CM 
:bc cmbeliiibed with that which is biddn. Hawkef. 

toll 
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told mCy he did not doubt, that ia eight years more he 
ftiould be able to fupply the governor's gardens with fun- 
Xhine at a realbnable rate ; but he complained that his 
flock was low, and intreated me to give him fomettiing 
18 an encouragement to ingenuity, efpecialJy fince this 
bad been a very dear'feafon for cucumbers. I made him 
t foiall prefent, for my lord had furnifhed me with mo- 
ney on purpofe, becaufe he knew their praAice of beg- 
ging from all Who go to fee them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready to haden 
back, being alrood overcome with a horrible (link. My 
conduftor prefled meforward, conjuring me in a whifper 
10 give no offence, which would be highly refented, and 
Aercfore I durft not fo much as flop my nofe. The 
projeftor gf this cell was the moil ancient ftudent of the 
academy ; his hce and beard were of a pale yellow : his 
"bands and cloaths dawbed over with 61th. When I was 
j)refented to him he gave me a clofe embrace (a compli- 
ment 1 could wellhave excufed). Hrs employment from 
his firlt coming into the academy was an operation to re- 
liuce human excrement to its original food by feporating 
the feveral parts, removing the tindlure which it receives 
&m the gall, making the odour exhale, and fcumming 
off the faliva. He had a weekly allowance from the fo- 
ciety of a vefTd filled with human ordure about the big- 
nefs of a Briftol barrel. 

I faw another at work to calcine ice into gun-powder, 
who likewiie (hewed me a treatife he had written con- 
cerning the malleability of fire, which he intended to 
pcblilh. 

There was a moft ingenious architect, who had con- 
trived a new method for building houfes by beginning at 
thereof, and working downwards to the foundation, 
^hich he jnftified to roe by the like pradice of thole two 
prudent infers the bee and the fpider. 
^ There was a man born blind, who had'Tevera! appren« 
iices in his own conditions then: employment was to mix 
cdonrs for painters, which their mafter taught them to 
diftingnifh by feeling and fmelling. It was indeed my 
nitfortuneto find them at that time not very perfedl Hi 
}their leflbns; and the profdTor bimfelf happened to be ge- 
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■nerally mlftaken. Thts actKi is much cncourag 
cileemed by the whole fraternity. 

Itk another apartment I was highly pleafed witl 
. Jeter, who had 'found a device of plowing the 
with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs, cattle 
hour. The method Is this : in an acre of .groi 
bury^t fix inches difiance and eight deep, a quai 
acorns, dates, chefnuts, and other roaftc or vc| 
whereof thcfc animals are fondcft : then you d 
hundred or more of them into the field, where i 
days they will root up the whole ground in (earch 
ibod, and make it fit for fowing, at the fame tii 
'Buring it with their dung ; it is true, upon exf 
they found the charge and trouble very great, a 
had little or no crop. However, it is not to be 
that this •invention may be capable of great rnipro 

1 went into another room, v^liere the waBs atK 
were all hung round with cobwcbs> except a narri 
lage for the attid to go in and out. At my enti 
called aloud to me not to difturb his webs. He 
cd the fatal miftake the world had been fo long in 
'Clk^worms, while we had fuch plenty of domelHc 
who infinitely exc^d the former, becaufe they 
flood how to weave as well as fpin. And he p 
farther, that by employing fpidjers the charge < 
filks (hould be wholly faved ; whereof I was fu] 
vinced, wiien be fbewed me a va(t number of d 
beauttfuily coloured, whorewith he fed his fpiders, 
us that the weba would take a tln^ure from tbci 
8S he had them of all hues, he 'hoped to fit ever; 
fancy, as foon as he could find proper food for t 
of certain gums, oik, and other glutinous matter, 
a ftrength and coniiHence to the tlireads. 

There was Uk afkonomer, who had undert 
place a funodi^I upon the great weather<cock 
town-bode^ by acl|ufling the annual and diurnal 
cf the earth and fun, & as to anfwcr and coinci 
all accideatal turnings of the wind. 

i was complaining of a fmall fit of the cboli 

wUch my condM^or led me into a room where 

.tihyCdaq refidcd^ who was famous for curing thf 

^ CttQtrary operations firau the fime inArumej 
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bad a large pair of bellows with a long (lender muzzle of 
ivory : thia he conveyed eight inches up the anusy and 
drawing in the wind he affirmed he could make the guts 
»s lank as a dried bladder. But when the difeafe was 
raoreftubbern and violent, he let in the muzzle while the 
bellows were full of wind, which he difcharged into the 
body of the patient ; then withdrew the inftrunient to re^ 
plenifh it, clapping his thumb (Irongly againd the orifice 
of the fundament ; and this being repeated three or four 
times, the adventitious wind would rufh out, bringing the 
noxious along with it (like water put into a pump) and 
the patient recover. I faw him try both experiments up. 
on a dog, but could not difcern any effcA from the for- 
ner. Alter the latter the animal was ready to burft, and 
nade (b violent a difchargc, as was very ofFenfive to me 
and my companions. The dog died on the fpot, and we 
left the do«^or endeavonring to recover him by the fame 
operation. 

I vifited many other apartments, bnt fhall not trouble 
my reader with all the curioflties I obferved, being (ludi* 
eus of brevity. 

I bad hitherto feen only one fide of the academy, the 
Mher being appropriated to the advancers of fpeculative 
kamingy of whom I (hail fay fomething wlien I have 
nentioned one illaftrious perfoci more, who is called a* 
mong tbem ike mherfal artift. He told us^ be had been 
thirty years employing his thoughts for t!ie improve- 
Bent of human life. He had two large rooms full of 
wonderful curioflties, and fifty men at work. Some were 
condenfing air into a dry tangible fubflancc by cxtrj<fting 
the nitre, and letting the aqueous or fluid particles per* 
colatt; others fofcening marble for pillows and pin-cu- 
Ikions ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living- horfe to 
pttferve them from foundering. The artift bimfeif was at 
diit dme bnfy upon two great defigns ; the firft, to fow 
land with chaff, wherein he affirmed the true feminal vir- 
ttc to be contained, as he dcmonftrated by fcveral expe^ 
riments, which I was not skilful enough to comprehend. 
The other was by a certain compofinon of gums, minc« 
nis and vegetables, outwardly applied to prevent the 
s irowth of wool upon two young lambs j and he hoped in 
Vou IV. P 911011- 
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A reafonablc time to propagate the breed of naked fhee 
^11 over the kingdom. 

We croflcd a walk to the other part of the acadcmj 
inhere as I have already faid the projeftors in fpccuhiiv 
beaming redded. 

The firfl profelTor I faw was in a very large room wit 
forty pupils about him. After Gdutation obferving me t 
Jook carncdly upon a frame, uhich took up the greate 
•part of both the length and breadth of the room^ he fii 
perhaps I might wonder to fee him employed in a projc^ 
for improving fpeculative knowledge by pradical and roe 
chanical operations. But the world would fbon be fen 
£ble of its ufefulnefs ; and he flattered himfelf, that 
more noble exalted thought never fprang in any othe 
man's head. Every one knew, how laborious the ufua 
method is of attaining to arts and fciences ; whereas b] 
liis contrivance the mofl ignorant perfon at a reafoDabJ< 
charge and with a little bodily labour might write booki 
in philofophy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and 
theology, without tlie leaft afliftance from genius ox 
itudy. He then led me to the frame, about the fides 
uhereof all his pupils flood in ranks : It was twenty feet 
iquare, placed in the middle of the room. The luipcf 
ficies was compofed of feveral bits of wood about the 
bignefs of a dye, but fome larger than others. They 
•wrere all linked together by (lender wires. Thefc bits w 
v^ood were covered on every fquare with paper paftcd on 
them ; and on thefe papers were written all the words of 
theur language, in their feveral moods, tenfes, and declea- 
fions ; but without any order. The profelFor then de- 
fired me to obierve ; for he was going to fet his engine 
tt work. The pupils at his command took each of them 
hold of an iron handle, whereof there were forty fixed 
round the edges of the frame ; and giving them a fudden 
turn, the whole difpofition of the words was intirely 
changed. He then commanded fix and thirty of tke 
lads to read the feveral lines foftly, as they appdivd 
upon the frame ; and where they found three or ibar 
words together, that might make part of a fenteocc^ 
they didated to the four remaining boys, who weie 
(bribes. This \vork was repeated three or four timeti 
Mud9X every turni the engine was fo cootrived^ that 

tbe 
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Is fliifted into new place») as- the fquare bits of- 
Dved upfide down. 

lurs a-day the young ftudentS' were- employed in 
ur, and the profellbr (hewed me fcveral volumes 
blio already coiledled of broken fentences, which 
icd to piece togeihei^ and out of thofe ricli ma-^ 
) give the wot4d a compleat body of all arts and* 

which- however might be (HlK improved and 
pedited,, if the public would raiie a fund for 
nd employing five hundred fuch frames in La-^ 
d oblige the managers to contribute in commoo- 
fral coliedtionSi 

jred me, that this invention Had employed all^ 
hts from his youth: that he had- emptied tho 
cabulary into his frame, and made the flridelir 
ion of the general proportion there is in book»^ 
the numbers (^panVcks^^nounSj and veibs^ and 
ts of fpeech *^^ 

my bumbled acknowledgment to tlus iUufirlous 
r his great commum'cativenefs ; and promifed,< 
had tlie good fortune to return to my native 
that' I would do him jdUce,.- as the fow inven- 
( wonderful machine ^ the form and contrivance 
I deOred leave to delineate upon paper, ay in the 
:e annexed. I told him, although it were the* 
four learned in Europe to fteal inventions from 
r^. who had thereby atleaft this advantage, that 

a controverfy which was the right owner ; yet 
take foch caution, that he (honld have the ho*' 
re without a rival.' 
xt went to the fchool of languages, where three 

fat in confultation upon improving that of their- 
itry. 

projefl for a more eafy and expeditious method of 
Tcatife in any fcience, by a wooden engine, is enter* 
atii ical \ and is aimed at thofe authors who, inftcavl 
Dg materials from their own thoughts and obferva- 
[e£l from di^onaries and-common- place bogks» an ir* 
riety, without order, ufe, ordefign: 

Ut ntc pes nee caftU uu 

Efddatur firnu. Oii'ery'* 

P 3 'm^ 



174 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Ptfin 

The firft projeA was to (horten dtTcQurfe bycottii 
poUfyllabirs into ooe, and leaYiag ont verbs and p> 
ticiples; becaufe in reality all things imaginable ne bi 
nouns *. 

The other projeA was a fcherae for enikcly akMui 
all words whatfoever ; and this was urged as a grots 
▼antdge in point of health, as well as brevity. Forit 
plain y that every word we fpeak, is in (bme dc|rKt( 
Aiinuticn of our lungs by corcofioa ; and coniefietf 
contributes to the (hortening of our lives. An expofe 
i»as therefore offered, that fincc words are only nm 
for things, it would be more convenient for aU men 
carry about them fuch things as were neceffary to oBM 
the particular buGnefs they are to difcoHrfe oh. Andi 
invention would certainly have taken place, to diegi 
eafe as well as health of the fubjefl, if the women iac 
jun^icn with the vulgar and illiterate had not tfareste 
to raife a rebellion, unlefs they might be aNowed tbi 
berty to fpeak with their tongues, after the nanot 
iheir forefathers ; fuch conflant irrecoBcileable ennric 
^ iciencc are the common people. However, many of 
moft learned and w-ife adhere to the new ftheine ol 
preffing thcmfelves by things, which hath only tbij 
convenience attending it, that if a man^s bufinefsbe 
great and of various kinds, he muft be obliged in )pn 
tion to carry a greater bundle of things upon his \ 
unlefs he can afford one or two fhrong fervants to al 
him. I have often beheld two of thofe fages almoft 
ing under the weight of tlieir packs, like pedlars ar 
«s ; v/ho, when they met in the ftreets, would layv 
their loads, open their facks, and hold converfatioi 
an hour together ; then- put up their implements, 
each-other to refume their burthens, and take their 1 

-^ This pfoje£l is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of 
tra^uig the En^Iifh language, the diale£l of which is nat 
Kuifti, and that harHinefs is ftill increafed by knpropct 
trad) ions. As Swift was fcrupulouily exaB in the pronuDC 
of his own tongue, not tholcaft.improper expreffion cvcrd 
his cenfurc. And I remcnobcr to have Icen in nianufc 
diaionary of hard words, compofcd by him. for the ufc 
fciiiulc fcnate. Orrery* 
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^ fiv fliort converfations a man may carry imple- 
^^s in his pockets and under his arms enough to fuppiy 
^9 and in hb houfe he cannot be at a lofs. There- 
^ the room, wherts company meet who pradtife this 
^ it fall of oil thingf ready at hand requiiice to fumifii 
'^ for this kind of artificial converfe. 
^tlKT great advantage propofed by this invention 
'1 that it would ferve as an univerfal language to be 
^tidood in all civilized nations^ whofe goods and uteli- 
are georrally of the fame kind, or nearly refembiing, 
bat their u(es might eafily be comprehended. And 
> ambafTodors would be qnalified to treat with foreign 
icesy or miniftcrs of fiate, to whofe tongues they were 
r ftniDgers. 

was at the mathematical fchool, where the mafter 
])t his pupils alter a method fcarce imaginable to us 
orope. Tlie proportion and demonftration were fair* 
riiten on a tbia wafer^ with ink compoftd of a cepha.- 
iodhire. This the (ludent wa» to fwallow upon ft 
ig ftomachy and for three days following eat nothing 
ircad and water; As the wafer digefted^ the tin^re 
Kted to his brain^ bearing the propofition along with- ' 
Bat the fuccefs hath not hitherto been anfwerable, 
y by fome error in the fumhm or compofitiony and 
f by the perveflenefooriad8.;:'t&whom this bohia 
iiaafeow^ that they generally fidd afidb and dif^ 
{e it o^watds^ before it can operate ; neither have 
blen yet perfuaded to ufe fo long' aa abftineace a» 
refcriptioa requires* 
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irth'sr account of the academy. The. authw fftcpo/ef 
ne improvements^ which are ioncura'hfy received*. 

the fchool of political ppojeftors r was burill emer^ 
lined ; the profeflbrs appearing m my judgment 
ly out of their lenfes ; which is a (bene that never 

fails 

This chapter if full of fcTerirf and (attre. Sometimes it 
3tcd agftioft the Icgilbtive power ; fpiaccimea- agunfi par* 
f 3 <v:.\2ax 
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fails to make me melancholy. Thefe unhappy people- 
were propoHng fchemes for perfuading monarchs to chufe 
favourites npon the fcore of their wifdom, capactty, and 
virtue ; of teaching minidcrs to confult the public good ; 
of rewarding: merit, great abilities, and eminent fervices*: 
of inflru^fling princes to know their true intereft, by plac- 
ing if on the lame foundation with that of tlrcir people ; 
of chufing for employments perfons qualified to exerciie 
them ; with many other wild impoflible chimseras, that 
never entered before into the heart of man to conceive; 
and confirmed in me the old obfervation, that there is no- 
thing fo extravagant and irrational, which fbme philofo- 
phers have not maintained for truth. 

But however I (hall fo far do juftice to this part of the 
academy, as to ncknowfedge that all of them were not fo 
vifionary. There was a moft ingenious do^or, who 
feemed to be perfeAly verfed in the whole nature and 
fyftem of govermnjent. This iiluftrious perfon had very 
vfefully employed his fiudies in finding out efifediiHil re^ 
medies for all difeafes ahd corraptions, to which the fe* 
Veral kinds of public adminifimtion are fubjeA by the 
vices or infirmttiet oRhefe wha govem,. as well as by 
.the licentionfnefs of thofe who are t# obeys For inr 
fiance ; whereas all writers and reafoners hare agreed 
that there is a ftrlAroniverfal vefemUance between tbena-^ 
tural and the political body ; can tiiese be. any thing more 
evident, than that the health of both rauft be prelerved 
juid the difeaiiet ciured by the ftme preferiptlons ¥ It if 
allowed^ thatienates and great. councils are. often troubr 

ticular politicians ; fometimes againft women : and fbmetimes 
it degenemtes into filths True humour ought to be kept u]^ 
^ith decency and. dignity, or. it lofes every tinfture .of cntqr- 
'taSonirht.^ Der<briptions that fliock. our delicacy, cannot have 
the leaft good e^tfft upon our mifids. They oflbndus, and we 
fly precipitately from the fight. We cannot ftay.long enough 
to examine, whether wit,'renij;, or moralityvmay be couchid 
iinderfuch odious appearances. I.amforry to fay, that tbefi: 
fort of defcrlptions, which are too often interfperlied throughout 
all Swift's works, are feidom written with any other view, or 
from any other-motive,- than a. wild unbrtdicdindulgence of fiiS 
owu humour and difpofici0fl& ' Qrrigr* 
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kd with rednndant, ebullient^ and other peccant hi> 
mours ; with many difeafes of the head^ and more of the 
heart ; with ftrongconvuKions^with grievous contni<5tion» 
of the nerves and fmews in both hands, but efpecJaUy 
the rieht; with (pleen, flatus, vertigos and deliriums; 
with fcrophulous tumours full of foetid purulent matter ; 
with four frothy ru«ftations ; with canine appetites, and 
cradenefs of digeQion, beCides many others needlefs to 
mention. This doctor therefore Dropofed, that upon 
the meedng of a fenate certain jphyucians (hould attend 
ftt the three firft days of their fittings and at the clofe of 
each day's^ debate feel the pulfes of every fenator ; after 
which, having maturely confidered and confulted upon 
the nature of the (everal maladies and the methods of 
cure, they fhonld on- the fourth day return to the fcnate* 
houfe attended by their apothecHries flored with proper 
medicines ; and before the members fat, adminiiler to 
mch of than lenitives, apcritiiws, aUlerfives, corrofivet ^ . 
seftringents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics,,ideric»y 
apophlegmatics, aconQics, as-their.fevcral cafes required; 
and according as thefe medicines fliould operate^ repeaf| 
alter, or- omit iliem at the next meeting. 
' This proje^ oould-nofc be of any great expence to the 
pvblic ;■ and might inmypooropinion be of much ufefor 
the dilpatchofbofinefs in thofe countries^ where fenatei 
-have a&yftare in the legpflative power; beget unanimity, 
ihorten dcbates^.open-a few mouths which are now clo^ 
Adji "vod clofe many more which ane now open ; curb the 
petulancy of the yoang, and correct the pofitivenefs of 
the oM ; rooze the ftupid, and damp the pert. 
^1 Agun ; becnufe it is a general complaint,, that the fa- 
^1 Voorites of princes are troubled with (hort and weak me» 
;^l nories; the faine dodtor propofedy that whoever atte«> 
^1 ded a firfbminifter) afterhaving told his bufinefs with the 
^' mmofl brevity and in the plained- words, (hould at his 
^ departure give the fiid minifter a tweak b^ the nofe, or 
^ akick in the belly, or tread on his corns, or lug him 
^ Ibricc by both ears, or run a pin into his breach, or pinch 
Us arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulnefs : and at 
fjrtty levee day r peat the fame operation, till thebuCnefi 
were done or ahfolately refufed; 
He Ukcwife dire^^d; that everj fenator in the ^t^^ 
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fails to make mc melancholy. Thefc unhappy T^j^j 
were propofing fchemes forpcrfuadingmonarchstacwj 
fivOLirices upon the fcore of their wifdom, ^^P'^^'fy I 
virtue ; of teaching miniftcrs to confult the public gpMi 
of rewarding merit, great abilitteSy and eminent fente 
of inflrucling princes to know their trueintcrcft)bypw 
in^ it on tie feme foundation with that of their pwT»l 
otchulirg for employments perfons qualified to eKK* 
them; with many other wild impoffiblc cbimJETM) » 
never entered before into the heart of man to coaco*r 
and confirmed in me the old obfervation, that there ijM* 
thing lb extravagant and irrational, which (bmepbilQVI 
phcrs have not maintained for truth. 

But however I (hall fo far do juftice to this part of* 
academy, as to acknowledge that all of them wcicirt* 
viiionaiy. There was a moft ingenious doAofy tihl 
leeoicd to be perfeAly verfed in the whole nattut » 
fydcm of governmSnit. This illuftrious perfonhiliia! 
vfefully employed his fiudies in finding out fSfdA^ 
medies for all difeafes and corrnptions, towhiditkt 
veral kinds of public adminifimtion are fnbjeft bf ll 
vices or infirmities ofthofe who govem,. as well h| 
the licentioufnefs of thofe who are t# obey;: Foe i 
fiance ; whereas all writers and reafoners bate agtci 
that there is a ftriftroniverfal veferoUance between thei 
tural and the politicai body ; can tliesebe. aoy thing ni 
evident, than that the health of both rauft-bc pracr 
and the difea&s cured by the fame preferiptions X Ii 
allowed^ that (enates and great, councils are often txo 

ticular politicians ; fomettmes againft women : and fometi 
it degenerates into fiUh^ True humour ought to be kep 
li^'ich decency and dignity, or.it lofes every tindurejofQi 
tninment Defcriptions that fliock.our delicacy^ cannocl 
the lead good effeft upon our mifids. They offend us, ind 
fly precipitately from the fight. We cannot ftay.loDg cno 
to examine, whether wit^'fenle, or moralityymay bp cow 
HDdt*r fuch odious appearances. I.amforry to fay, that I 
fort of defcriptions, which arc too often intcrfpcrlied througl 
all Swift's works, arc fcldom written with any other view 
from any other-motive, than a wild uftbrtdiedindulgence a 
owu humour aad difpo(Icioii& ' Qtnr;f^ 
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ndantj ebullient, and other peccant hi> 
many difeafes of the head, and more of the 
rong con vulfions, with grievous contni<5tion» 
and (inews in both hands, but efpedaUy 
th (pleen, flatus, vertigos and deliriums ; 
3us tumours full of foetid purulent matter ; 
hy ruiftations ; with canine appetites, and 
digedion, befides many others needlefs to 
lis dodor therefore nropofed, that upon 
r a fenate certain phyucians fhonM attend 
rft days of their utting, and at the dole of 
)ate feel the pulfes of every fenator ; after 
7 maturely confidered and confnlted upon 
the (evera) maladies and the methods of 
Mild on- the fourth day return to the fenate* 
d by their apothecaries flored with proper 
ind before the members fat^ adminiiler to 
lenitives, apcritiiws,.aUlerfives, corrofivet^ 
palliatives, laxatives, cephalal^s,. Iderica, 
:s, acouQics, as-their.feveralcaies required^ 
; as thefe medicines flioold operate^ repeat^ 
: ibem at the next meeting. 
St eouid-nofc be of any great expence to the 
night in my pooropinion be. of much ufe fior 
fbnfinefs in thofe countries^ where (enatet 
» in the kgiflative power ; beget ananimity, 
*8, open -a few mouths which are now clo^ 
many more which aue now open ; curb the 
the young, and correct the pofitivenefs o£ 
vt the ftupiJ, and damp the pert, 
raufe it is a general complaint,, that the fa* 
nces are troubled witli (hort and weak me* 
ame dodtor propofedy that whoever attest 
lider, after having told his bufinefs with the 
y and in the plained words, (hould at his 
• the laid minifter a tweak b^ the nofe, or 
belly, or tread on his corns, or lug him 
[ ears, or run a pin into his breach, or pinch 
and blue, to prevent forgetfulnefs : and at 
y r -peat the fame operation^ till thehuCnefi 
ahfolutely refufcd; 
: direiftcd; that everj fenator in thie ^ceai 
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council of a nation , after he bad deliverrd hii opiM 
and argned in the defence of it» (hould be obliged to gjii 
his vote diredlly contrary ; becaufe if diat were don^ tt 
rcfult would infallibly terminate in the good of thepoblii 

When parties in a ftate are violent^ he offered twel 
derful contrivance to reconcile them. The merbod i 
this : you take an hundred leaders of each party; yo 
difpofc them into couples of fuch^ whole beads art tf 
reft of a Gze ; then let two nice operators fawoff tbes 
ciput of each couple at the fame time- in fuchimoK 
that the brain may be equally divided. Let the 0C^ 
thus cut off be interchanged, applying each to tbk Ik* 
of his oppoGte party-man. It feems indeed to beawx 
that requireth tome exa^hiefs, bin the profeflbr tfm 
VS) that if it were dextronfiy performed the cure «h 
ke infallible. For he argued thus ; that the two h 
brains bein^ left to debate the matter between tbeitaftb 
irithin the (pace of one faril would fobn cx>nie tb » I* 
■nderibmding, and produce that moderation, as vol' 
regularity of thinking, fb ninch to be wifhed for in i 
llnds of thofe, wha imagine they come iotb the «P 
enly to watch and govern its motion : ahd as to. the i 
frreoce of brains in qoantity or quality, ambng tbo& i 
«re diredors in- hBxon \. tike doAor ailbred as fioitt 
•WB knowledge, thst it wna i pttfeA- triA6. 

I heard a very warm debate betweeh two pJeofeOos 
bout the moft commodioiivand iefleduai waya^ «bd.]Di 
of raifing money without grieving* the fnbjeiF^. . The 
affirmed, the juflefl method wruld be to fay a oeitaili 
upon vices and folly ;• and the fiim fhedvpon eyetf 
to be rated afterthe faireft manner by a mry-of his^M 
hours. The fecond was of aii opinion jire^fy contM 
to tax thofe qualities of body and mind,, for whiah 
chiefly vafue themfelves F the rate to be more of left 
cording to the degrees of excelling; thedeaiiton. wfi< 
fhould be left entirely to their own breafV. TUc hij 
tax was upon men, who are the greatei^ favourite 
the other fex, and the adeUments according to the n 
ber and natures of the favours triey have received ; 
which they are allowed' tn be their own vouchers, 
valour, and politeners were liktwife propofed to belj 
iy taxed;^ and coileded in the. fame manner^ by e 

i^esl 
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's ^ving his own word for the quantum of what he 
xl. But as to honour, juftice^ wifdom, and learn* 
icy (hould not be taxed at ali ; becaufc they are 
cations of (b fingulac a kind, that no man will ei>- 
llow them in his neighboui^ or value them in him- 

: women were propoTed to be taxed according to 
^uty and skill in dreiling ; wherein they had the 
privilege with the men, to be determined by their 
udgment. But conHancy, chaQity, good fenfc, and 
nature, were not rated, becaufe they would not bear 
targe of colleding. 

keep (enators in the intcred of the crown, it wat 
y, that the members Aiould raffle for employ* 
; every man firll taking an oath, and giving fecu- 
hat he would vote for the court, whether be won 
; after which the lofers had in their turn the liber- 
raffling upon the next vacancy. Thus hope and 
ttion woudd be kept alive ; none would complaia 
ken promifes, but impute their difappointments 
to fortune, whofe moulders are broader and 
r than thofe of a minUfary» 
ther profeflbr (hewed me a large paper of in(lruc-> 
nr difcovering plots and confpiracies againft the go- 
nt. He adviied great flatefmen to examine into 
t of all fufpe(5led perfons ; their times of eating ^ 
'hich Cde they lay in bed ; with which hand they 
heir poftei^iors ; to take a fliri^ view of their ex* 
tSy and from the colour, the odour, the tafte, the 
Dce, the crudenefs, or maturity of digeftion, form 
lent of their thoughts and defigns. Becaufe men 
or £0 (erioas, thoughtful, an ! intent, as when they 
ftool, which he found by frequent experiment : 
iich conjundtures, when he ufed merely as a trial 
dec which was the beft way of murdertng the King, 
jre would have a tindure of green ; but quite dif- 
wben he thought only of raUing an infurredlion^ 
ing the metropolis. 

whole difcourfe wa< written with great acutenefs^ 
ing many obfervations both curious and ufeful for 
ins; bu4 as I oonceived, not aicogethercomplcat. 
ventuied to tell the author, and ofiercd if he pleaf- 
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ed to fupply him with fome additions. He received n 
propofition with more compliance, thin 19 ufbal amoi 
writers, efpccially thofe of the projeAing (pecies; pn 
fefling he would be gUd to receive farther infermation. 

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by then; 
fives called Langdon, wiiere 1 had fojourned fome tin 
in my travels, the bulk of the people confift in a mann 
wholly of difcoverers, witneiles, informers, accufei 
profccutors, evidences, fwearers, together with their ( 
veral fubfcrvient and fubaltcrn inftruments, all under i 
colours, the condu<5l, and' pay of miniRcrs of ftate ai 
their deputies. The plots in that kingdom are ufual 
the workman fhip of thofe perfbns who defire to raife th( 
own charaAers of profound politicians ; to reftbre ne 
vigour to a crazy adminidration ; to (lifle os divert gen 
raldifcontents ; to fill their coffers with forfeitures ; ai 
raife or (ink the opinion of public credit, a7 either (hi 
bed anfwer their private advantage. It is firft agree 
and fettled among tbero^ what fuipedled perlbns (hsU I 
accufed of a plot: then, effedaal care Is taken to fecn 
all their letters and papers, and put the owners in chain 
Thefe papers are delivered to a (ett of artiOs, very da 
terous in finding out the myfterioas meanings of word; 
fyllables, and letters ; for inftance, they can difcover 
dofettool to fignify a privy-council ;- a flock of geefe, 
fenate ; a lame dog * , an invader ; the plagor^ a Aao^ 
ing army ; a buzzard, a prime minifter ; the gout, 
high prieft ; a gibbet, a ftcretary of ftate ; a chamhei 
pot, a committee of grandees ; a fieve, a court-lady ; 
broom, a revolution; a moufe-trap, an employment; 
bottomlefs pit, a treafiiry ; a fink, a court ; a cap u 
bells, a favourite ; a broken reed, a court of jnftice ; t 
empty tun, a general ; a running fore, the admioiftt 
tion. 

When this method fails, they have two others mo 
efFedtual, which the learned among them call sicroJH 
and anagrams, Firft, they can decyphcr all initial k 
ters into political meanings. Thus, A^ (hall fignify 
plot, B, a regiment of horie, L, a fleet at fea: or, j 

' * See the proccediags againft Dr. Attcrbury, Biihop of I 
chcftcr.. State-Trials, vol.6. 
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by tranfpofiDg the letters of the alphabet in any 
jd paper^ they can lay open the deepeft defigns of 
itented party. So for example, if I fliould fay in 
to a friend, Our brother Tom has juft got the 
(kilful decyphcrer would difcover, that the fame 
which compofe that fentence, may be analy(ed In- 
following words, Refifly a plot is brought 

— The Tour. And this is the anagrammatic me- 

profefTor made roe great acknowledgments for 
inicating thefe obfervations, and promifed to make 
'able mention of roe in his treatile. 
V nothing in this country, that could invite me to a 
continuance^ and began to think of returning home 
land. 



CHAP. VII. 

uihor leaves Lagado^ arrives at Maldonada. A^ 
ready. He takes a flmt voyage to Glubbdobdrib. 
reception by the governor. * 

H E continent, of which this kingdom is a part, 
extends itfelf, as I have reafon to believe, ea(l« 
:o that unknown traft of America wcftward of Ga« 

ulUver feems to have finiihed his voyage to Laputa in t 
s hurrying manner ; which makes me almoil think, that 
tnes he was tired with his work, and attempted to run 
,h it as fall as he could, otherwife why was the curtain 
To foon, or why were we deprived of (b noble a fcene as 
have been difcovered in the ifland of Glubbdubdrib^ where 
vemor, by hia skill in necromancy, had the power of 
: Whom bt pleafed from the dead. I hare not time b/ 
)ft to write to you my thoughts upon a fubjed, which I 
is awakened, but by no means fatisfied my curioiltj. I 
ted to find fo many illuftrious ghofts vanifli fo quicklyand 
iptly from my fight, many of whom were of the bright, 
iraftcrs in hiftory. In my next letter I IhalF endeavour 
ain them a little longer in Leicefier fields, than Swift fuf- 
iicm to Ilay in thciHiadof 4S9rcacci% Orrcrj* 
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liforniay and north to the Pacific ocean, Wrch is Dol 
bove a hundred and fifty miiei firom Lagado ; where di 
is a good port, and much commerce with the great Hb 
of Luggnagg, fituatrd to the north-weft abont 29 ciegr 
north latitude, and 1 40 longitdTde. This iflandof li 
gnagg Qands fbuth-eaftward of Japan, about an hood 
leagues didant. There is a (hridt alliance bet^RCB 
Japanefe Emperor anrf the King of Luggnagg, whidi 
fords frequent opportunities of failing from one illaiK! 
the other. I determined therefore to dircA ray c« 
this way, in order to my retnm to Europe. I hired I 
nmlcs, with a guide, to fliew me the way, and cany 
fmnll baggage. I took leave of my noble protcfior, ^ 
had (hewn me fo much favour, and made rae agena 
prefent at my departure. 

My journey was without any accident or adYCff 
worth relating. When I arrived at the port of Ma 
nada (for fo it is called) there was no fliip in the hart 
bound for Luggnagg, nor like to be in (bme time, 
town is about as large as Portfmouth. I ibon fdl 
fome acquaintance, and was very hofpitably received, 
gentlemnn of diftlndlion faid to me, that fincethel 
bound for Luggnagg could not be ready in Icfs tb 
month, it might be no difagreeable amufement for n 
take a trip to the little idand of Glubbdubdrib, about 
leagues off to the fouth-wcft. He ofJtred hirofdr ai 
friend to accompany me, and that I fhould be pro« 
with a fmall convenient barque for the voyage. 

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the« 
fignifics the ifland of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is a 
one third as large aa the Ifle of Wight, and extre 
fruitful : it is governed by the head of a certain t 
who are all magicians. This tribe marries only an 
each other, and theeldeft in fucceffion4f^^iticeorgc 
nor. He hath a noble palace, and a parH'df abcnft.! 
thoufand acres, fhrrounded by a wall of hewn (lone tw 
feet high. In this park are feverd fmall incfofaie 
cattle, corn, and gardening. 

The governor and his family are ferved and^flttn 
by domeftics of a kind fomewhat unufbal. By his 
in necromancy, he hath a power of calling whom he pi 
ctb from tbe dead^ and conaBBndio£ thdr fervice 

cwei 
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lours, but no longer ; nor can he call the 
up again in lefs than three months, except 
traordinary occafions. 

arrived at tjbe ifland, which was about eleven 
igy one of the gentlemen, who accompanied 
the governor, and deiired admittance for t 
) came on purpole to have the honour of 
bis highnefs This was immediately grant- 
11 three entered the gate of the palace, be« 
ws of guards armed and drelled after a very 
, and fomething in their countenances that 
I creep with a horror I cannot exprefs; W^ 
h feveral apartments between fervantsof the 
iked on each fide, as before, till we came 
:r of prefence, where, after three profound 
nd a few general que(Hons, we were permit- 
hrce ftools near the lowed ftep of his high- 
. He under(lood the language of Bain ibarbl, 
^ere different from that of this ifland. He 
give him fome account of my travels ; ind, 
* that I (hould be treated without ceremony, 
Ji his attendants vnth a turn of his finger at 
great adoniihment, they vanifbed in an in- 
lions in a dream, when we awake on a fud- 
d not recover myfelf in fome time, till the 
ired me, that I fhould receive no hurt ; tnil 
y two companions to be under no concern, 
n often entertained in the fame- manner, I 
: courage, and related to his highnefs a fhort 
y feveral adventures : yet not without fome 
d frequently lookmg behind me to the place, 
I feen thofe domeftic fpe6tres. I had tho 
line with the governor, where t new let of 
i up the meat, and waited at table. I noti^ 
'felf to be lefs terrified than I had been itt 
I fiayedtill fuB-fet,but hombly defired his 
CKCufe me for not accepting his invitation 
the palace. My two friends and I lay at n 
t in the town adjoining, which is thecapi- 
tle ifland ; and t\\e next morning we return* 
ir duty to the governor, as he was pleaftd to 
•• 

O KlMct 
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After thii manner we continued in the ifland ftrn 
^Says, mod part of every day vrith the goveroor, and t 
night in our lodging. 1 foon grew fo familiarifcd lotk 
£ght of fpiritSy that after the thiid or ^rtb time dxf 
^ave me no emotion at all : or if ^ had any ap|»te , 
fioni left, my curiofity prevailed over them. For liil 
liighnefs the governor ordered me to call up wfaneM 
perfbus 1 would chufe to name, and in whatever a* 
bers, among all the dead, from the beginning of the trodi 
to the prefent -^time, and command them to anfwerflf 
jqaefUons I (hould think iit to aik ; with this co»fiM% 
that my queftioni muft be confined within the coaabi 
the times they lived in. And one thing Imightdoxil 
upon, that they would certainly tell me trathi biifH 
v/u a talent of no ufe in the lower world. I made if 
bnmble acknowledgments to liis highnefs for fb greatir 
vour *. We were in a chamber, from whence tboe^ 
a fair profpe^^nto the park. And, becaufe mj tA't^ 
dination was to be entertained with fcenes tff ponp f' 
magnificence, I defired to fee Alexander the Great at Al 
bead of his army, jcft after the battle of Arbela, fW 
upon a motion of the governor's finger, immediately f" 
peared in a large field under the window, vfaeR^ 
itood. Alexander was called up into the room: it«|<^ 
with great difficulty that I underftood his Greek, lodv 
but little of jny own. He a/Tured me upon lusbono'lli 
that he was not poi(bned, hut died oi a &vor by escd*! 
jinking f • 

I ^ I believe it would be impoflible to find out the defip" 
iDr. Swift, in fummoning up a parcel of apparitioos, thit|IM 
their behaviour, or from anything they fay, arcalmoirf' 
little confequeiice at the ghofts in Gay's fircc of the J^ 
^ ye call it. Perhaps Swift's general defign might \k^^ 
laign the C9ndu£l of eminent perfons after their deatb, aAdV 
Convey their names and images to poderity^ deprived of tfav 
ialfe colours in which they formerly appeared. If tbde V^ 
i)is intentions, he has miffed his aim; or at leaft has bees 1 
far carried away hy his difpofition to raillery, that the taot 
Vhich ought to arife from fuch a fable is buried in obfcnnt 
{^rrery, 
i The firft aiiy fubftance introduced is Alexander the Gie 

if) 
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After a hint from Gulliver, -that we have Joft the true Greek 
idiom, the conqueror of the univerffr is made to declare upott 
his honour, " that he died by exceflive drinking, not by poi- 
" fon." A trifling and an improper obfervatiioD, becaufe ih© 
apparition is called up as he appeared at the head of his amnyt 
JufI after the battle of Arbela. I own my: expeftatioos wer» 
Ipreat, when 1 found his appearance was to be at that particular 
junfturc. Or rather I could have wiflied to have fecn him af. 
ter the battle of JSSUS, when the temperate ufe which be mado 
of bis vidofy, was highly worthy of imitation. Such a cir- 
ctiraftance' might have graced his triumph. There are others 
too in the hiftorical records of* hkt)y that redound to his bo* 
nour. The tender regard which he Ihewed to Pindar, by fpar* 
Mig the houfc of* that poet, when he rafed the city of Thebes^' 
iieems to demand perpetual gratitude from dU fucceeding bardtv- 
The manner in which he vifited the tomb of Achilles ; the af^ 
fiBdion and refpeft paid by hirti to Ariftotie; the undaunted*' 
confidence pUced in his phyfician Phifip, are infiaoces fufficient 
10 lliew, that Alexander did not wantfooM virtues of humanity* 
And -w^n we cpnfider feveral of his ralh aftions of inebriety»r 
tbey conrince us-how far the native excellencies of the mind 
may bedebafedand-changed'by.pai&ons which- too often attend ^ 
ibcccft and luxury;^' 

Uiamque drfecire mores ' 
Dedecortmt hem luia culpd. 
It js-evidcnt, ikkt Swift had conceived an tibfolute difgull t6 
jUezander, whofe charaAer he aims to deilroy, by touching it 
in fo (light a manner, that he puts me in mind of the vifit paid 
by Auguftus C«(ar to Alexander's fepulchre at Alexandrli* 
Upon the Emperor's anivaly the bod3P>of the Macedonian hero 
was found in its full dimenfions, but fo tender, notwithfiand^ 
lag all the former embalming, that Caefar, by touching only 
the nofe of it, defaced the whole figure immediately. Orretf. 
In tbtf p«(Gig€ there is a peculiar beauty, though it is not 
dircovered at^an hafty view. The appearance of Alexander 
with a viAoriout army inunediately after the battle of Arbela^ 
woduoes only a declaration that he died by drunkennefs ; thut 
inadequate and ridiculous in thei eye of rcafon is the ultimate 
pjorpofe for which Alexander with his army marched into a rc^ 
mote country, fubverted a mighty empire, and deluged a nati- 
on with blood; he gained'no morcthan an epithet to bis name, 
Bbich after -a few repetitions was no longer regarded even by. 
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Next 1 ftw Hanniba) pafling the Alps, vhotoUft^ 
he bad not a drop of vinegar in bU camp *. 

himfclf : thus the purpofe of his refuTirftioa appears total 
}raft e<jual!y imjiortant wkh that of his life, upon wludjiJ*' 
fatire not more tyitter than joft. Hawhf, 

* Hannibal recma to have been fummoned vithnoOlho^ 
than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian. It is not only irDprobw 
but impofTiblc, that Hannibal /hould have canied a ^^^ 
fjuaniity of vinegar for the purpofe rebtcd by Livy;^^ 
Tinegtr will certainly foften and diffolve ftones, tbccxptn* 
might have been improved or fo contrived by Hannibal, tt 
appear to make an eafy and expeditious opening trough ^ 
particular paflage already fitted for the purpofe. SuCh**! 
pradifed in that age of darknefs, and properly niztit^\^ 
have been univerfally received as a kind of miracle: fo' 
Livy cotiM fcarce have jivoided infcrting the report as« 
Jtnowkdgcd trtJth ; efptcially as the iaft itfelf fceins »* 
that the Rottians were invincible, onlcftfrcmj fonttftipaW 
cacfe. S\wft, no friend to military men, thinks theCai 
gifiian genera! anworthy of any further notice ; aiidhat« 
call up the fmate of Rome. . This gives him an opport 
of being very fcverc upon a certain modern aflembly, vK 
treats in a manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, 
the free-humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair. Orrery. 

Livy the Roman hiftorian has related that Hannibal 
% great pile of vood upon a rock that ftopped his pa(&g* 
when it vras thus heated poored ifinegmr upon it, by iri 
was made fo foft as to be eafily cut througb. Httwhf, 

Gulliver's account of his cntertammettt at CHubbdnbi 
ilraugely and wbimficaMy livening. Aksander ibc Qt 
the head of Ws army juft after the battle of Arbeia, 
Gulliver upon his honour, that he w«s not poifitoed, b 
of a fever by exceiCve (kinkiag. And aftenraitls fk 
pading the Alps, declared to him, that he had not a « 
▼incgar in his camp. Row ridicuiovs, bow eontemptil 
thefe places of the world, thefc Jeftroyers of tb« hums 
when ftripped of their royahy and commaiid, as VftU i 
•bility to perpetrate any further mifchtef > 

• Mart fila fttetar 

Huaimk Jmt iommm mpujatla. Juv. (at. to. 

Swift. 



Chip. Vn. A Vd t A<5 1 to LA^xyrA, 9tc. ifff 
I fawCa^ar aixl Pompey at the head of their ttoops 
juft ready to encage. I faw the former in his lad great 
triamph. I deured^ that the fenate of Rome might ap- 
pear before me in one large chamber, and a modern rc- 
preientative in counterview in another. The firft deem- 
ed to bean aiTembly of heroes and demi-gods, theot^er 
a knot of pedlars^ pick-pockets^ highwaymen, and bul- 
lies. 

The governor, at my requeft, gave the fign for Caefar 
and Brutus to advance towards us. I was ilruck wi*!- a 
profound veneration at the fight of Brutus, and co'^IA 
•afily difcover the mod confummate virttle, the greiteft 
intrepidity and firmnefs of mind, the trueft love of 's 
country, and general benevolence for mankind, in every 
lihearaent of his countenance. I obferved with miiclr 
pleafure, that thefe two perfons were in good intelligence 
viiXh each other ; and Caefar freely confefled to me, that 
Hie treated adlions. ofhis own life were not equal, Dy 
many dc^tcs, to the gibry of taking it away. I h^d 
the honour to have much converfation with Bmtus ; and: 
was told that his anceftor Junius, Socrates^ Epaminon- 
dUs, Cato the younger. Sir Thomas More, and himfelf,. 
Ivcre perpetually together : z /extumvirate to which all 
the ages of the world cannot add a levinth.*'^ 

Itr 

* Pbiripey and Caeiar only appear to gnc^tlie eft try of Bm— 
tU), Who is Swift's favourite patriot. But as CcfaV generoufiy 
Cobfefled to Gulliver, *^ that the greateA anions of his life were 
lk6te^UtiI, by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away ; *^ 
ItWoAld have been a proper alleviation of thcDiftator's crimes,. 
tt> have acknowledged him the grea tell ftatefman,. orator, and 
ibldier of'the a*ge in which he lived ; an age fertile of eminent- 
mefi ; All age when an^bitlon was fcarce looked upon as a crime ;: 
aitid When the kohitm virtue (oticethe fupport and prefervation> 
6^ the tdmnft oft. Wealth) was lotig fincc loft in vice and luxury. 
At I\ich a tiifte a fingTe ittaftcr was become nocoflary; and Forn- 
ey wouhd have fei2ed the reins of' government, had not Caffar* 
inttrpoftd. tf the cob(\xiratort had reftored liberty to rheir 
eountry, thfelr aA had been completely, glorious, and wouldi 
have (hewed, that Csefar, not Ron^, was degenerated. But 
ifi wc majr judge ftom the cotofcquenccs, Heaven difa^roxcd oC 
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It would be tedions to troable the iwlff ^J**" 
v/hat Tail numbers of illuftriout pcrfoDSwaeedkdq 
gratify.that infiitiabk dcfire I had to fee w ««» * 



the deed. A particular ifate attended tKeconfpiiatoTS» ^ 
of whom died a oatund death. And even Brutuif j^^l 
collc^hng in his iaft naonients the benefits vhich beb» 
ceived from Ccfar, was ftaggered in bis thoughts of lirtuc 
imagioing himfclf deceived by a Jhadow, broke ouiiBto 
thetical ezpreffion, (ignifjing» ^ that he had worfiuepe^ 
«* as a fubAance, and had found it only a Ihadov i*^ fo t 
leenii to have wanted that fortitude of mind, which cos 
attends true virtue to the grave. This defeA in the d 
of Brutus, is not improperly ezprefled in the famous gi 
the Great Duke of Tufcany, where there is a very fii 
of Brutus, begun by Michael Angclo, but lef^ unfiniflv 
der it is engraven upon a copper plate this diftich : 
Dum Bavti effigicm fc4pter dt marmore dmt^ 

Im nutttem fceleris vemt^ ei abjihmt. 
If Brutus erred, it was from a wrong notion df virti 
charaftcr of Caefar is perhaps more amiable, but le£ 
Jlis faults were great ; however, many of them wew 
kis virtues. A modern eminent writer has reprefente 
a glutton. He teHs us, that when Cxfar went to t 
fcafts, be cooftantly toqk a vomit in the morning, wi 
Ijgn to indulge Tiimfelfwith more keen nefs, and to in 
appetite for the enfuing feaft. The faft is true, but 
willingly beUcve the inference unjuIL it is more than 
that be pra£lifed this cuAom by the advice of his p 
-who. might dtreft fiich a regimen, as the moil certaii 
mediate prefcrvation againfi epileptic fits, to which th( 
was often liable. My honoured father, who was c» 
Jew phyficians in the theory of phyfic, has often told 
thofe kind of convulfions were of fuch a nature as gen 
come on after eating, and more violently if the fton 
overloaded. Ca:far was fo careful in obferving a. dea 
ty iahis behaviour, that he dreaded the flianve of expo 
]icly this weaknefs in his conflitution ; and thereibre 
^g;^inft it in a prudent manner, which has fincc been < 
lAto a reproach. This fucmifc reiU upon the ftroogei 
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vary period of antiqiiity |^ced before me. I chiefly fed 
mine eyes with behoidiag the deCbroyers of tyrants and 
nfiupers^and the reftorers of liberty to opprefled a(id injur- 

cd 

ttoOy as all authors agree, that he was moft firi^y and remark, 
ably abftemious. 

In his public charaQcr, Caefar appears a flrong. example^ 
how fiir the greateft natural and acquired accomplilhments may 
k>fe their luihre, \yhen made fubiervient to falfe glory, and an 
immoderate thirA of power ; as, on the other hand, the hiftory 
of Brutus may inftruft us, what unhappy efieds the rigid exer«> 
ciie of fuperior virtue, when roifappUed and carried too far^ 
Biay produce in the moft ftcdfaft mind, or the foundeft judg- 
ment. 

GalUyer has given to Brutus ^y^ companions, Jun. Brutus^ 
Socratei^ £gaminondaS| Cato the cenfor, and Sir Thomas 
More. Such a {Sextumv irate' is not eafily to be increafed : 
yet let me hope, that the reflexion is too feverely critical, when 
he adds, ^ that all the ages of the world cannot furnilh out a 
'* feventh." Every age has produced men of virtue and abili* 
tics in the higheft. degree. The race of mankind, fince their 
firft.creation^ have been always the fame. The greatefr cha- 
saQers have been blended with the greateft faults. Poets and 
hflftorians have Angled out particular perfons for fame and 
immortality : they have adorned them with accompliihments 
which perhaps they never poireHed,. while Qther men equaHy^ 
meritorious have been iilently buried in oblivion, with only the 
(elf-conlcioufnelsof defervinga rank among the companions of 
Bfutus in the Elyfian fields. 

In this illuitrious fcxtumvisate^ Soccates and Sir Thomas 
Moore undoubtedly deferve the pre-eminence. The extravagant 
irirtue of Junius Brutus is ihocking to every parent, and every 
' good-natured mmd. The important fer vices of the £iither 
might juflly have claimed from the public, the pardoi) of his 
fons : and when his paternal ^kty had faved their lives, his 
precepts and example might fo eifeftually have reclaimed their 
errors, as to have made them become ufeful members of the 
eommon-wealth. I am fully perfuaded, that if Dr. Swift had 
been a iathet^ we (hould not have found the name pf Junius 
Brutus where it is now placed. 

in RpamioQadas the Tbcban gWry firft appeared| and died. 
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eft nadont. Bat it in iftipolBble to exprefs 
tion I recei v ed in my own mimSy after fuch 
to make it a fuiKablc eatertaimaeiit to iherea 



His own merit, In overcomiir^ die grtaitft difficu 
fixed his reputation. A happj>- concurrence of 
hit often given fame to others ; bat Epaminonda 
€d for his fuperior chiaraAer,. only to himfclf. 

I am in fome doubt, Whtf thcf Cato the cehfor ca 
a rank among To choice a group bf ghoAs ^. He 
condemned the luxury of the Romih^^ alid he p 
Vices with an impartial feverity. But herein he 1 
Indulged his own natural temper, father thah to h 
folutely from a love of virtue- He was a declai 
poetry, ptinting, and all the politer afts^ He was 
and morote. fiut, aboVe ill, he wak f6 extreme! 
that Rhadaroanthus, in the Archbiflldp of Cambra 
of the dead, after exprefling tome veg^itd to his 
bim, as he was an ufurer, he could Adt be ^dmi 
£lyiian fields ; and therefore orders him tb keep th 
tcr, in which fituation he might gratify the eenf 
bis difpofition, by examining every ghoft thut \ 
come into ElyDum, and by ihUfting the door agi 
who were not qualified for iidmitrance. Rh3iddr 
gives him money, to pay Chirofi for Aich pa(f^ng( 
not able tapay for Aiemfelve^ ; and at the fimt 1 
tbat'he will puni/h him as & robber^ it he offtr 
that money upon ufory. How tery diifirent are tl 
of Abp. Fcnelon, and of Dr. Swift, in their jtidgli 
The one thinks him unworthy of a place amon| 
Elyfium, while the other dif^inguiflies him amon^ 
men of antiquity. From, this diHenfion of opini 
traced^ perlups, the particular temper both ot the 
and of the utzn ; and fronM|feBce may be deduct 
wiiy the cenfor was cftcertedTy. the latter, and cc 
the former. Qrretyi 

*^is note tf bis Lord/hip h an encomium on ihi 
mtr aiSor, vfH knew Ibat Cato tbi cenfof and CaU 
-mere very different ^er^as^ ond for giod rufons ^rc 
iW, jBlawkcT,. 
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CHAP. YIII. 

A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient And mo* 
dern hiftory corTe£ftdm 

HAVING a MiK to kt tbofe ancients, who \7ere 
mod renowned for wit and learning, I fet apart 
one day on pmpofe. * I propofed that Homer and 

Ariftotle 

The Bobk Aitlior finifhes his remarks on this Ceventh chapter, 
^•obTcr^ing, that << Gulliver, after having uken a tranfient 
^ view of lAimberlefs iUiiitrious perfons, whom he does not 
^ name, ckyfes the chapter, and gives him an opportunity of 
*< faifliiiighia letter /> ^ladthen^^reOes his fon thus: " Lat^ 
^ Ycry kUt, wMf you become a fboft ! and when one, may 
"^ you oqaai asy of Swift*! fextumvirate ; and may his^hoft 
** (gioww le6'C]rt)iQtl and better InAro^led) rejoice to admtt 
** yoa into the tompaay, iirom which he has fo arbitrarily e^p 
** doded att future gcsicrattons.'* 

GuUirer baa not excluded all funire generations from adding 
to this festnmvirate. For he Cpeaka only of the time paft. 
What Cllo^ may appear to bU(s the world, and oppoTe the 
torrent of ewniptioii, in after iiges> God only knows. Swift. 

* GuUiTar, tired ef heroes, changes the fccne in this 8di 
fihapter, and becomes curious to kn^wthe iituation of poe^mat 
pfailofophcrf^ who, ia their turn, have as eagerly contended 
iiar fan^, as Csefar did for power, or Bratus for liberty. He 
deiircs, that Homer and AriHotle may make their appearance 
at ib§ bead of their commenutors. ** Homer,'* fays our tra- 
▼clleiv ^ was the taller and comlicr perfon of the two ; walk- 
** cd vetj* ereA for one of his age, and his eyes were the moft 
^ ^iBck and piercing i ever b||dd f •" It is certain, that Ho- 
mer has rather gained, than iSWigourby his years. Twenty- 
iix centuries have sot unbraced his nerves, or given one wrinkle 
to his brow. And although Gulliver has beftowed upon him the 

f jill that ii meant hy Gulliver is, that Homer bad the moft 

imck and ptercing genius of all human race* Swift. See 

Vol. I. p. o. 
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Ariftotle might appear at the head of all tbdr oomflCK 
tators ; but thele were fo numerous^ that fomehouMi 
wcte forced to attend in the.court and oatwaid rooniflf 

additional ornamcDt of ftie eyesv jet lam apt totb'okthef 
made the figure of this divine old man le(s awful : at lal I* 
^d that he wanted his eye fight while he lived; fincfitiiiv 
pofGblc not to conclude from the produAions oi HoBff " 
Milton, that the miai's tye becomes more intenfely difceni^ft 
when it is not interrupted by external obje£b. ItiiusH 
•bfcrvation, that Homer has nouriJhed more perfonstbiMA' 
Cxfar, and Auguftus ; and while their ptfiuits have 4eay4: 
toot a letter of the Iliad has been loft. The GiccianpQcrilii 
only prefervcs his original form, but breathes fredy,saiiMll 
l>eautifully, in other huiguages ; a happier metempTyciiofiil^ 
Pythagoras ever dreamed of. . However, if Homer vttv 
lutely obliged to wear the different dreilct which have beet p*4 
to him, he would Tometimes, I'belieTe, fiad themotiOBafM 
limbs uoeafy and confined; and wouM prefer his ova fi^" 
•ttire, even to the birth-day-fuit which 'our En^W^* 
given him. The commentators hare done lt&hiaffB\o^ 
mer, than the tranflators. Some of thofe learned pedurtilM*! 
entirely wafted their obfenrationsi^v partidesaad wor^oM 
have run into a minute ezaftnefs^n eoroparixig the piUjiiUjitf 
images; while otherS| again, have endeavoured to tntfii 
from the Iliad and Odyfley, alt the rudiments- of «« •■ 
fciences. Some there are who dwell on fuch narrow dictf 
llances as were neglefted by Homer, and can only be finti^ 
to their own confined genius. They are not able to paHaett 
in his fublime flights, and attempt therefore to bring binll 
on a level with themfelves. Their low mechanical DOtiotf v 
mind me of an abiurd problem, propofed by the fiuBOitt Mv 
Huet, whether the Iliad might not be written upon i 



fo fmall a hand, that the wl^^ might be contained witUl 
siut.flie]l? This important quemon is faid to have enga|edi 
thoughts and attention of the French court, and gifei a 
true picture of a laborious, taftelefs critic, upon Homer. 1 
Dauphin and his train, are for putting the Iliad into a nut-llM 
when Alexander and his courtiers chofe the richeft and d 
curious cabinet of DariuSf as the only proper repofinuy 
JSoner's works* 
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I knew and could diftm£uifh thofe two he& 

fight, not only from the crowd, but from 

Homer was the talier and comJier perfon of 

Iked very ered for one of his age, and his 

e mod quick and piercing I ever beheld. 

oped nnidi, and made u(e of a ftafl*. His 

leagre, his h«r lank and thin, and his voice 

foon difco veitd that both of them were per- 

{e€t 

Arifiode were as oppofite as pofible id their cha. 

»r. Swift has placed them together, chiefly with a 
ing then* commentators in that juft and rtdicu. 
/hich thofe fcholiafls ought to appear. When an 

with the produ8ions of an uncommon geniut| 
Dies Homer, it muft, in foroe meSifure, be puniib* 
rations and comments; in thfe £ime manner that 
: obfcrved the fuo, by its heat and influence, raiC 

and animating infe£ls, that infeft, and perhaps 
:, in which he fliincs with fo much Inftre. But 
Dal admired author, as Ariftotle, is reaUy errene- 
ves with falle fpecious principles, what a train 
arife from commentators on ftich fubjeA^ who 
leavour to purfue and extend apleafing inchanted 
has no real foundation, deviate into a dark, diT 
I of briers and thorns ? -— — It is on this account 
has introduced Ariftotle in company with Homer. 

ription of Ariftotle is fine^ and in a few words, 
true nature of his works. By not having the im* 
if Homer, he was unable to keep his body ereft • 
hich feebly fupported him, like his conmientators, 
:& more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufe. 
>ut thefe rrtf/ ammtMis, like his hair, were thin 
f. His ftyle was liarfli, and, like his voice, had 
nor harmony. He was without doubt a man of 
ad penetration; but he did infinitely more prejn* 
ce to real literature. He iludied wmdi more thui 

'jg mbU emnuKtaitr feem to h mffttJtn; fir U 
>ed, that Arifi9tl^% real gicamcntS| hnnvtr frm. 
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fed ttrangeri to the reil of the company, and hslKW 
feen or heard of them before. And I had a vi\ai^ ^ 
a ghuil, who fiiall be namdefi, that tbelc coopcoaun 

faAs; and delivered his philofophy perplexed Vitlfochidfr 
catc logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the tidd 
fcholaftic difputations which have corrupted and retailed .dl 
progreis of learning. He waged war with all his preieccwA 
He never quotes an author but with a view to refute hisopiM* 
Like the Ouonian Enaperor^ he cv^uld not reign in lafc^i ^ 
he had firft deftroyed his brethren. He was as ambitioaii 
fciencc, as his pupil Alezaoder was in arms. . Hcaimeitokt 
dcfpotic original; and not only tq be the prince, but (be ^ 
rant of philofophy. What then can be cxpeftcd from thee*- 
Qientators of his works, who were devoid of his ingenui^i M 
poflefled all his intricate foUies? Ramus with his coTCit igH{ 
ranee, and Scotus and Aquinas, with their fubdivifionsand'tfoi^ 
nary nothings, muA make a contemptible figure io the Elyfa* 
fields, wliicharc the fuppoCed manfions of cbearfulnc&t tnO^ 
and candour, and confequcatly muft be a very improper fitiBMi 
for that tribe of philofuphers. Orrery, 

Jo Gulliver's portrait of Homer, we obfcrve all thcnarlBMi 
delineations of quickneis, geoius, and fire, accompsDiei ^ 
an ezquifite power and felicity, in the commuoicatioB of 1^ 
ideas, with dearneis and force, unto the fouls of bisiuditnii 
Swift's portrait of Aridotle is equally flrong and maHcrly. B> 
ftooped much, faith he, and made ufc of a ftaff; thatiJ, li| 
thought, he confidercd* he ruminated, he pondered decplf, « 
the n>oil intricate and abftrufe points relating to ihe fciCBCtfl 
and, by the force of reaXooing, which is naeant byhii>4 
he cleared his way through briers and thoras, until he finKk 
into the road which leads to fcience and philofophy.— —Thi 
senoaiDiag part of Ariftotle's portrait, is only the repreioitiWl 
of an abftraded fcholar, worn away and decayed with J^ 
hard fiud j, noauciul lucubrations, and the waat of be^P 
exercife. 

Svioe woiOd make S wifk treat Ariftotle with very ItttleidpoBi 
But, on the contrary, Swift admired Ariftotle beyond til* 
philofophen which had appeand » the worM, from the ^9" 
of Alexander the Great to the noraeni he was tbea writilf J^ 
had almoillaid, even to the contempt of aH othcfs, AolcsffT* 
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kept in the moft diftjnt quarters from their prin* 
n ilic lower world, through a confciournefs of mffme 
^Ut, becaufe they had fo horribly mifreprcfented the 
^g of thofe authors to poflerity. 1 introduced Di« 
^ and Eudathius to Homer, and prevailed on him 
it them better than perhaps they defcrvcd, for he 
bund tlicy wanted a genius to enter into the fpirit 
oet. But Ariftotle was out of all patience with the 
It I gave him of Scotus and Ramus, as I prefented 
to him, and he afked them whetiier the reft of the 
were as great dunces as themfelves. 
len defired the governor to call up Defcartes and 
idi, with whom I prevailed to explain their fyftems 
ftode. This great philofopher freely acknowledged 
m miftakes in natural philofophy, becaufe he pro- 
in many things upon conjcdure, as all men mud 
md he found that GafTendi, who had made the 
le of Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the 
/ ol Delcartes^ were equally to be exploded *. He 

pre- 

fcartcs, Gaflendi, and the famous Sir Ifaac Newton— 
I little book of inllruftions which Dr. Swift was plcafcd 
/ up for the ufc of a lady, I fhaJI, in his own worJs, 
s real opinion of Ariftotle. *' Ariftotle, the difciplc of 
>, and tutor to Alexander the Great. His followers 
: called Peripatetics, from a Greek word which figiiifics 
iH ; becaufe he taught his difciples -walking, Wc have 
lU his works ; and fomc of ihoiie which are imputed td 
arc fuppofcd not genuine. He writ upon hgic^ or the 
>f i-cafoning ; upon mjral and natitral pbiUfipby ; upon 
ry, poetry, etc. and fccms to be a perfon of the tnoft 
ubeufive geiaui that ever lived.** Swift. 
believe you will find, that Ariftotle is ftill to be prefer. 
Epicurus. The former made fome ufeful experiments 
fcovericsy and was engaged in a real purfuit of knowledge, 
gh his manner is much perplexed. The latter was full 
lity and ambition. He was an impoftor, and only aimed 
eiving. He feemcd not to believe the principles which he 
erted. He committed the government of all things to 
e. His natural philofophy is abfurd. His moral phi- 
iy wants its proper bafis, the fear of God. M. Ba^le« 
L. IV. K ^« 
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.prcdi(flecl the fame fate to attra£fhn, whereof the pre^ 
lent learned are fuch zealous afTcrtors. He faid, tha< 
.«cw fyftenis of nature were but new falhions, which would 

vary 

•one dfhis warmcft advocates Is of this laft opinion, ivrherc h( 
fays, On nc fcawAt piis dire ajjcz de h'len de Vhonnciete de fc, 
fnoeurs, ni offcz de mal de fcs rfinious fur la rtU^lon. His gene 
xal maxim, that happincfs confrftcJ in plcafure, was too mud 
unguarded, and muft lay a foundation of a moft dcftru£li\t 
prafticc: although from his temper and conflitution, he mad( 
his aftions fufliciently pleafurabic to himfclf, and agreeable tc 
the rules of true philofophy. His fortune exempted him froir 
care and folicitude; his valetudinarian habit of body, from in 
■temperance. He paflcd thc'grcateft part of his time in his gar 
den, where he enjoyed all the elegant amufemcnts of life. Then 
he (ludied ; there he taught his philofophy. This particulai 
happy fituation fp-catly contributed to that tranquillity of mind 
and indolence of body, which he made his chief ends. He hac 
•jiot however rcfolution fufHcient to meet the gradual approachej 
-of death, and wanted thatconflancy which SirWilliam Temple 
afcribes to him : for, in his lafl moments, when he found thai 
his condition was dcfperatc, he took fuch large draughts oi 
wine, that he was abfolutcly intoxicated, and deprived of his 
.fcnfes ; fo that he died more like a Bacchanal, than a philofo 
jphcr ; to which the epigram alludes, 

^i»c ftyftas ebritts hauftt aquas, 
I fliould not have ventured into thiscriticifm and ccnfure up- 
^n thcfc ancient philofophers, if my opinion was not in a great 
meafurc fupported by Lord Bacon, who, as he was certainly 
-the moft accurate judge of this fubjea, might be perhaps, from 
that pre-eminence, too fcverc a critic. It muft be owned, 
•that Epicurus in particular lias many Collowers and admirers a- 
tiiong the ancients, and among the moderns. Cicero commends 
•him for cultivating his friendlhips in the moft cxquifite manner. 
The book lies open before me, and I will tranfcribe the words. 
Ve qua [amkitta'] Epicurus quidem ita dkit, omnium rerum gu/is ad 
.beaU vivendum fapientia comparaverit^ nihil ejfe majus amicitia^ 
$nhil ubcritts, nihil jucundius; neque vero hoc oratione fohtm, fedmtdtt 
fnagis vita^ et faff is, et morihus, comprolavit. Diogenes LaertiOj 
praifcs his virtue and learning. In the Auguftan age the great- 
.c{l names arc infericd among his followers. Caefar, Atticus; 
^{cca?nas, Lucretius, Vir^U wvd Horace^ embraced his philo- 
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vary in every age : and even thofe^ who pretend to de**- 
monftrate them from mathematical principles^ would' 
flourifh but a (hort period of time^ and be out of vogue' 
vhen that was determined. 

I fpent five days in converfing with many others of the' 

fophy, and gave a luftrc to his feft and doftrincs. Sir William 
Temple fays, *• that he wonders why fuch lharpinveflivcswcrer 
*' fo generally made againft Epicurus, by the ages that folio w« 
*' cd him; efpecialJy as h>s admirable wit, felicity of cxprcfli* 
" on, excellence of nature, fwectnefs of converfation, tempe- 
•♦ ranee of life, and conftancy of- death, made him fo much' 
•» bdlovedby his friends, admired by- his fcholars, andhonour- 
•« cd by the Athenians." Sir -William Temple imputes thit- 
iojuftice " to the envy and malignity of the Stoics, and to- 
•< feme grofs pretenders, who aflTumed the denomination of that 
«* feft; who miftook his favourite prmciplc,"" [That ali^ 
HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE-], ." by Confining it 
" to fcnfual pleafure only. To thefe fuccceded thcfChriftians, 
** who cfteemcd his- principks of natural philofophy more op- 
" pofitc to thofc of our religioi>» than cither the Platoniils, tho 
'» Peripatetics, or even the Stoics themfelves." This is the o- 
pinion, and thefe are aimoft the exa£l words oT the great Sit 
William Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and the more modern philcv 
fbphers Defcartesand Gaflendi. 

Defcartes was a Jcnight-crrant in philofophy, perpetually mif- 
taking windmills for giants ; yet by the ftrength of a warm ima. 
gination, he ftarted fome opinions, which probably put Sirlfaac 
Kewton and others on making many experiments that produced 
»oft ufeful difcovcrics. 

Gaflendi was eftecmed one ofthegrcateft ornamentlof France.* 
He was a do£lor of divinity, and royal profeflbr of mathema« 
tics. He was born, in Provence in i J92, and died in i^j-y. 
With great- induflry he colkftcd whatever related to the per- 
fon and to the philofophy of Epicurus; the latter gf which he 
has reduced into a complete fyftem. Hawkef 

I have now curforily gone through the charafters of fuch' 
ghofts, as are nominally fpecificd by Gulliver. I may be- 
vrong either in my account or in my obfervations : and I lliall 
rejoice to be confuted by you m any point of learning whatever. 
Qrrcrj. 

R 2 ^tkKSS.tiN. 
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ancient learned. I faw mod of the firft Roma 
on. I prevailed on the governor to call np 
l>alus*$ cooks to drefs us a dinner, but they cc 
(hew us much of their (kill for want of materL- 
helot of Agefilaus made us a di(h of Spartan btotkz 
was not able to get down a feconJ fpoonful. 

The two gentlemen, who conducted me to the 
were preifed by their private affairs to return in 
days, which I employed in feeing (bme of the m 
dead, wlio had made the greateft figure for two or 
hundred years pad in our own and other countries o 
rope ; and having been always a great admirer of o 
luArious families, 1 defired the governor would cal 
dozen or two of kings, with their anceftors in ord 
cif^ht or nine generations. But my difappointron 
grievous and unex]>e4fted. For, inftead of a lonj 
witli royal diadems, I faw in one family two fidlers 
fpruce courtiers, and an Italian prelate. In ano 
barber, an abbot, and two cardinals. I have to* 
a veneration for crowned heads to dwell any longe 
nice a fubje^. But as to counts, marquelTes, 
earls, and the like, I was not fo fcrupulous. . 
CO 11 fefs, it was not without fome pleafure, that 1 
myfclf able to trace the particular features, by whi 
tain EimiHes are diflinguifbed up to their origm 
could plainly difcover from whence one family d< 
lonj; chin, why a fecond hath abounded with kna 
two generations, and fools for two more ; why 
liappenod to be crack-brained, and a fourth to I: 
pers ; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil (ays c 
tain great houfe, Nee vir fbrtisy nee feemina cafla 
cruelty, folfhood, and cowardice grew to be ch: 
ilHcs, by which certain families are diftinguj(hed « 
as by their coats of arms ; who firft brought the p 
a noble houfe, which hath lineally de(<:ended in fc 
l»us tumours to their pofterity. Neither could I ' 
at all this, when I faw fuch an interruption of 1 
by pages, lacqueys, valets, coachmen, gamefters, 
players, captains, and pick-pockets. 

I was chiefly difgufted with modern hiftory. F< 
ing ftriftly examined all the perfons of greateft n 
the courts of princes for an hundred jears paft, 1 
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:iW ^^^^^ ^3^ ^^ mifled by proflitute writers to 
\^^ .^^e greated exploits in war to cowards, the wifeft 
^jj^^^ ^o fools, Cncerity to flatterers, Roman virtue to 
^5"^* of their country, piety to atheifts, chaftity to 
j^^tes, truth to informers : how manv innocent and 
Jew perlbns had been condemned to death or banifh- 
Q . ^y the prafliCng of great minifters upon the cor- 
P^\on of judges, and the malice of fadions : how raa- 
• ^^Mains had been exalted to the higheft places of truft, 
^cr, dignity, and profit : how great a fliare in the mo-^ 
^ Is and events of courts, councils, and fenates, might 
■ chaiienged by bawds, whores, pimps, parafites, and 
'^ns : how low an opinion I had of human wifdont' 
d integrity, when I was truly informed of the iprings 
^motives of great enterprizes and revolutions in the 
rid, and of the contemptible accidents to which they 
sd their fuccefs. 

lere 1 difcovercd the roguery and ignorance of thofe, 
\ pretend to write anecdotes, or fecret hiftory ; who 
[ £0 many kings to their graves with a cup of poifbn ; 
repeal the difcourfc between a prince and chief mi- 
r, where no witnefs was by ; unlock the thoughts 
cabinets of ambalTadors and fecretaries of Hate; and' 
! the perpetual misfortune to be mifbken. Here I di(^ 
red the true caufcs of many great events that have fur- 
rd the world ; how a whore can govern the back-ftairs^ 
3ack- (lairs a council, and the council a fenat^. A gene- 
onfefled in my prefence, that he got a viiftory purely 
le force of cowardice and ill condudl : and an admiral^ 
for want of proper intelligence he beat the enemy^ 
fhom he intended to betray the fleet. Three kings - 
cfted to me, that in their whole reigns they never did 
5 prefer any perfon of merit, unlefs by miftake, or 
chery of fome minifier in whom they confided ; neither ' 
kid they do it if they were to Jive again; and they 
/ed with great ftrength of reafon, that the royal throne 
id not be fupported without corruption, becaufe that 
tivc, confident, reftive temper, which viftue iofufed 
y a man, was a perpetual clog to public bufinefs. 
had tlie curiouty to enquire in a particular manner, . 
what method great numbers had procured to them*- 
esiiigl) titles of honour and prodigious clhttes ; and I 
K 3 twftf^ 
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confined my cnquir/ to a very modern peri<?^^ ^^ 
Vr'ltbout grating upon prefcnt times, becaufe I / 
furc to give no offence even to foreigners ; ^^^^ jJi 
reader need not to be toIJ, that I do not in the ' 
tend my own country in what I fay upon this ^^^ 
A great number ofperfbns concerned were called j?P' ^ 
upon a very flight examination dilcovered fudi a i^j[ 
infimy, that I cannot refle<5l upon it withoutfotDC'^ 
oufncfs. Perjury, oppreffi on, fubornation, fraud, P^ 
darifm, and the like infirm! i Us , were amongftihcniO 
cxcufable arts they had to mention ; and for theft I p' 
as it was reafonable, great allowance. But when (oi 
confeifcd they owed their greatne's and wealth to f(K 
my, or incell ; others to the proftituting of their c 
"Hives and daughters ; others to the betrayihg their co 
try or their prince ; fome to poifoning, moretolhc' 
verting of juflice in order to dedroy the innocent ; II 
I may be pardoned, if thefe difcoveries inclined me i 
Je to abate of that profound veneration, which I an: 
turally apt to pay to perfons of high rank, who ougl 
be treated wiih the utmoft refpe<fl due to their ful 
dignity by us their inferiors. 

I had often read of (brae great (ervices done to pri 
xind {laie.% and defired to fee the perfons by whom 1 
Icrviccs were performed. Upon enquiry I was told, 
their names were to be foi>nd on no record, except a 
of them, whom hiftory hath reprefented as the ^ 
rogues and traitors. As to the reft, I had never 
heard of them. They all appeared with dejcftcd I( 
and in the meanefl habit, mod of them telling me 
died in poverty and difgrace^ and the reft on a ica 
or a gibbet. 

Aoiong others there was one perfbn, whofe caf< 
peared a little fingular. He had a youth about eigb 
yjars old Handing by hi» fide. • He told me he had 
many years been commander of a (hip j . and in the 
fight at Adtium had the good fortune to. break thn 
the enemy's great lins. of baule, . (Ink. thr^e of their c 
tql (hips, and take a fourth, which was the ibSe caui 
Antimony's flight, and of the vidory that enfued ; 
tlie ycuth Handing by him, his only fbn, was kill© 
tbe adliou^ He addeJ^ that upon the confidence ofi 

me 
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merit^ the war being at an cnd^ he went to Rome^ and 
fbllicited at the court of Auguftus to be preferred tO'« 
greater (hip, whofe commander had been kiljed ; but 
without any regard to his pretenfions it was given to a 
boy, who had never fcen the fea, the fon of Libertlna, 
who waited on one of the emperor's miftrefles. Return* 
Tng back to his own vefle), he was charged with negJeft 
of duty, and the (hip given to a favourite page of Publi* 
cola, the vice-admiral x whereupon he retired to a poor 
farm at a great diflance from Rome, and there ended his 
life. I was fo curious to know the truth of this ftory, 
that I defired Agrippa might be called, who was admiral 
in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed the whole 
account, but with much more advantage to the captain^ 
whofe modefty had extenuated or^ concealed a great part, 
of his merit. 

I was fnrprifed to find corruption grown fo higb and 
fo quick in that empire, by the force of luxury fo Jately 
introduced, which made me lefs wonder at many paral- 
lel cai^s lA other countries, where vices of aU kinds have 
reigned fo much longer, and where the whole praife, as 
well as pillage, hath beea ingrofled by the chief com* 
mander, who perhaps had the lead title to either. 

As every perfon called up made exactly the fame ap<» 
pearance be had done in the world; , it gave mc melancho- 
ly reflections to obferve, how- much the race of human 
kind was degenerated among us within thefe hundred 
years pad. How the pox under all its confeqtsences and 
denominations had altered every lineament of an. Englifc 
countenance; fhortened the fize of bodies, unbraced the 
nerves, relaxed the Imews and mufclcs, introduced a 
fallow complexion, and rendered the flefh loofe. and rarp' 
cid. 

I defcended fo low as to defire, that fome EngliHi yeo* 
men of the old flamp might be fummoncd to appear*; 
once fo famous for the fimplicity of their- manners, dier, 
and drefs ; forjufticein their dealings ; for their true 
Ipirtt of liberty ; for their valour and love of their coun* 
try. Neither could I be wholly unmoved, after compar- 
ing the living with the dead, when i coniidercd how all 
thofe pure native virtues were proftitutcd for a piece of 
Qonoy by their grand-children^ whO) ia&VVvcv^xVi^v; N^^t*^ 
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rank, when they dclirc an admittance. Nay, fometinxr] 
the floor is ftrewed with duft on purpofe, when the per- ; 
fon to be admitted happens to have po'verful eDemiei j 
at court. And I have feen a great lord with his mondi ! 
fo crammed, that, when he had crept to the prt^ di-' 
(lance from the throne, he was not able to fpeak a woiJ. 
Neither is there any remedy ; becaufe it is- capital for thofe 
who receive an audience, to fpit or wipe their mouibiiir 
his ^Ijjedy'sprt fence. There is indeed another collpiBi 
which I cannot altogether approve of ; when the king 
hatl: a mind to put any of his nobles to death ia agenti^ 
indulgent manner, he commands the floor to be ftrcfBi 
with a certain bro^vn (X)wder of a deadly com(K)Gtioar 
which being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty-fc» 
hours. But in juftice to this prince's great clemency, oi 
the care he hath of his fubjefts lives (wherein it w«c 
much to be wilhed, that the monarchs of Europe wooU 
imitate him) it muft be mentioned for his hononr, that 
ftriet orders are given to have the infeded parts of tft 
floor well waflied after every fuch execution ;. wbidi il 
his domeflicks neglefV, they are in danger of incurring tul 
foyal difpleafure. I myfelf heard him give diredionS] 
that one of his pages fhould be whipt, whoie turn it vu 
to give notice about wafliing the floor after an executioo 
but malicioiifly had omitted it, by which negled a youDj 
lord of great hopes coming to an audience was unfixtn 
natcly poifbned, although the King at that time had node 
fign againft his life. But this good prince was fo gradoo 
as to forgive the poor page his whipping, upon proniil 
that he would do i'o no more without fpecial orders. 

To return from this digreflion ; when I had crept wid 
in four yards of the throne*, I raifed myfelf gently upo 
my knees, and then, flrikingmy forehead (even times i 
gainft the ground, I pronou-nced the following words, i 
they had been taught me the night before, kkptlngik 
fthrobb fquut ferumm blhiop mlajhnalt zwin tnodhSui 
fikfhad yurdluhh ajht. This is the complimeDt eft 
blilhed bv tiie laws of the land for all perfons adnutt 
to the King's prcfence. It may be rendered into EflgE 
tlius : May y out ciJtleflial Majefty out/ive th /Itn, cut 
mcons ani a half To this the King returned fbmea 
^vcr, which although I could not underftand, yet 1 1 

pii 
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•lied as I had been diredled : flute driny a/crick dwnldom 
raftrad mtrpujh^ which properly fignifics, my tongue is 
t/fe mouth of my friend; and by this cxpreilion wa« 
ncant, that I defired leave to bring my interpreter ; 
vhereupon the young man already mentioned was accord- 
ngJy introduced, by whofe intervention I anfwcred as 
nany quellions as his Majedy could put in above aa 
lOur. I fpoke in the Bainibarbian tongue, and my in* 
terpreter delivered my meaning in that of Luggnagg- 

The King was much delighted with my company, and 
3rdered his BliiTmarklub, or high chamberlain, to ap- 
point Si lodging in the court for me and my interpreter, 
with a daily allov/ance for ray table, and a large purfe of 
gold for my common expences. 

I flayed three months in this country out of perfoJl: 
obedience to his MajeUy, who was pleafed highly to fa- 
vour me, and made me very honourable offers. But I 
thought it more confident with prudence and iudice to 
pafs the remainder of luy days with my wife and family* 



CHAP. X, 

The Luggnuggians commended. A particular defcrip^ 
tion of the Struldbrugs, naith many converfations be* 
tween the author and fome eminent perfons upon that 
fulfjeCi. 

THE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous people ; 
and although they are not without fome (hare of 
that pride, which is peculiar to all eaftern countries, yet 
they (hew themfelves courteous to Grangers, efpecially 
fuch who are countenanced by the court. I had many 
acquaintance among perfons of the beft fafhion, and be- 
iog always attended iy my interpreter, the converfation 
ytt had was not difagreeable. t 

One day, in much good company, I was asked by a 
perfen of quality, whether I had feen any of their Struld- 
brags or immortals. I faid, 1 had not ; nnd defired he 
vould expl^n to me, what be sieant by fuch an appella- 
tion 
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tion applied to a mortal creatare. * He told me, thai 
fomctimes, though very rarely, a child happened to In 
bom in a family with a red circnbr ipot in the foreheac 

di 

* The defcription of the Struldbrugs is an inftrufliye pieo 
of norality. For if we confider it in a ferious light, it tend: 
to reconcile us to our 6nal diflfohition. Death, when fet in con. 
traft to the immortality of the Struldbrugs, is no longer th< 
king of terrors: he lofcs his fting ; he appears to us as s 
friend, and we chcarfuUy obey his fummons, becaufe it bring! 
certain relief to the grcateft miferies. It is in this defcription, 
that Swift (hines in a particular manner. He probably felt ic 
himfelf the cfTcfts of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded thai 
period of life in which he might bccomea reprcfcntativeof ihofe 
fmferable immmrtaU, His apprehenfions were unfortunately ful 
filled. He lived to be the mod melancholy fight that was evei 
bchdd. Yet, even in that condition, he continued to inflrofl, 
by appearing a providential inilance to mortify the vanity which 
is too apt to arifc in the human breaft. Our life cannot be 
pronounced happy, till the lafl fcenc is clofcd with cafe and re 
Agnation; the mind flill continuing to prcfcrvc its ufuai digni- 
ty, and falling into the arms of death, as a wearied traveller 
finks into reft. This is that Etabanafia which Auguftus often 
defired, which Antoninus Pius enjoyed, and forwhich every wife 
man will pray. Orrery, 

Gulliver's account of the StruUbrugs, is the finefl le£^ure 
that ever was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor 
tottering creatures unto a chcarful refignation of this wretched 
life ; and perfectly agreeable to that fcntiment of the infpired 
Prophet, The days •/ okt life are three/core years cad ten ; and 
though men be fl ftrouj, tbat tbcy tive to four/core yeart ; yet is 
tbeir life iben but labour and forrow, Thofe difpenfatlons of the 
Almighty, which arc frequently the concomitants of old age. 
Dr. Swift, throughout his whole life, conftantly apprehended, 
from fome peculiar infirmities attending his habit of body, 
would feize upon him at lad. Thefe Lord Orrery, without any 
fort of hefitation, roundly aflerts to be the avenging judgments 
of God, as if he had been let into the fecret by fome particu, 
lar revelation. But, inflcad of infulting the afhes of fo bright 
a genius with the infirmities of his latter days, and comparing 
him to one of his own Struldbrugs, we ihould endeavour to in- 



HlC. A Voyage to Lafuta, $tc, 907 

%over the left eye-brow, which wa« an infiillible 
i> that it (houhl never die. The fpot, as he de- 
ft! it, was about the compafs of a filver three-pence, 
in tlie courfe of time grew larger, and changed its 
ur ; for at twelve years old it became green, lo con- 
id till five and twenty, then turned to a deep blue ; 
eand forty it grew coal black, and as large as an 
i(h (hiiline ; but never admitted any farther altera* 
He faid, thefe births were fo rare« that he did not 
'e there could be above eleven hundred StrolJbrugs 
th fexes in. the whole kingdom, of which he com- 
I about (lity in the metiopolis, and among the reft a 
g girl bom about three years ago : that thefe pro- 
ons were not peculiar to any family^ but a mcer ef» 
>f chance ; and the children of the Struldbrugs them* 
» vrere equally mortal with the reft of the people, 
freely own myfeif to have been ftruck with incxpreC- 
delight upon hearing this account: and the perfon^ 

gave it me, happening to undcrCtand the Balnibar- 
laaguage, which I fpoke very well, I could notfor- 
breaking out into exprefTions perhaps a little too ex- 
igent. I cried out, as in a rapture, Happy nation, 
'^ every child hath at lead a chance for being immor- 

happy people, vtrho enjoy fo many living examples 
'cient virtue, and have maflers ready to iniirud then 
^e uifdom of all former ages ! but, happielt beyond 
c>naparifon are thofe excellent Struldbrugs, who be- 
bom exempt from that univerfal calamity of human 
re, have their minds free and difengaged, without 
Mfcigbt and depreffion of fpirits caufed by the conii* 

apprehenfion of death. 1 difcovered my admira- 

> thatl had not obferved any of thefe ill uftrious per* 

> at court ; the black fpot on the forehead being fb re« 
kable a diCHn^on, that I coold not have eafily over» 
^it: and it was impofFible that his Mojefly, a moft 
Oous prince, fhould not provide himfelf with a good 
'ber of fuch wife and able counfellors. Yet perhapf 

ouv fuuU by catching fire and fpirit, an.! patrir^tifin 

1 his Inimitable ^vritings; and filontly confcfs the ways 
Kkl to be iofGrutjibic, and his judgments pait finding out* 

^OL. IV. S iBcft 
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the virtue of thofe reverend (ages was too ftri£l 
cormpt and libertine manners of a coart. And 
find by experience, that young men are too opii 
and volatile to be £i]ided by the fober di^tes 
Icniors. Hovfcvery fince the King was pleafed 
me accefs to his royal perfon, I was refolved, 
very firft occaGon^ to deliver my opinion to hii 
matter freely and at large by the help of my inn 
and whether he would pleafe to take my advice o 
in one thing I was determined, that^ his Majefl 
frequently oHered roe an eftabliHiment in this 
J would with great thankfulnefs accept the fav 
pafs my life here in the converfation of thofe 
beings, the Struldbrags, if they would pleafc 
tne. 

The gentleman, to whom I addrefled my 
becaufe (as I have already obferved) he fpoke 
gnage of Balnibarbi, faid to me with a fort o 
which ufually arifeth from pity to the ignorant 
was glad of any occafion to keep me among t 
4dired my permiflion to explain to the compai 
had fpoke. He did fo, and they talked to^ 
fbme time in their own language, whereof I u 
not a fyllable, neither could I obferve by thei 
nances, what impreflion my difcourfe had made 
After a (hort filence the (ame perfon told me 
friends and mine (ib he thought fit to exprefs 
were very much picafed with the judicious i 
had made on the great happinefs and advantag 
mortal life, and they were defirous to know, in 
iar manner, what fcheme of living I (hould hai 
to myfelf, if it had fallen to my lot to have h€i 
Struldbrug. 

I anfwered, it was eafy to be eloquent on f 
and deligbtfuJ a fubjed:, efpecially to me, who 
often apt to amufe myfelf with vifions of what 
dp, if I were a King, a general, or a great lord : 
oh this very cafe, I had frequently run over t 
fyftem how I (hould employ myfelf, and pafs th 
1 Vfcre fure to live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good fortune to com< 
V^rld a Struldbrug^ as foon as I could difcovei 
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by underftanding the difFerence between life and 
v^vould firft refolve ^y all arts and methods whaV* 
^ procure myfelf riches. In the parfuit of whiclv 
and management, I might reafonably expert ill 
^o hundred years to be the weahhiefl man in the 
I. In thefeeond pkce, I would from my earlieft 
pply myfelf to the ftudy of arts and fciences, by 

ihouki arrive in time to excel aU others in learn- 
^aftly, I would carefully record every artion and 

coniequence that happened in the publk, impar- 
aw the cbara<5ters of the feveral fucceffions of 
md great minidcrs of (late, wi:th my own obfer-^ 
>n every point. I would exartly fet down the 
hanges in cuftoms, language, fafhions^ of drefsy 
dlverftons. By all which acquirements I (houll 
ng treafury of knowledge and< wlfdoin, and ccr^ 
come the oracle of the nation. 
Id never marry after threefcore, but lire in aiv 
e manner, yet dill on the (aving fide. I would 
myfelf in forming and direfling the minds of 
^oung men, by convincing them from my own^ 
ance, experience and oblervation, fortified by 
s examples,^ of the ufcfulnefs of virtue in public 
ate life. But my choice and conftant compani' 
Id be a fett of my own immortal brotherhood, a* 
lom I would clert a dozen from the moft ancient 

my own contemporaries. Where any of thefc 
brtunes, I would provide them with convenient 
}und my own eftate, and have forae of them al-- 
my uble, only mmgling a few of the mofl valu« 
)ng you mortals, whom length of time would 
ae to lofe with little or no reludance, and treat 
terity after the fame manner ; juO: as a roan dl* 
nfelf with the annual fucceffion of pinks and tu* 
is garden, without regretting the lofs of tholc». 
atbered the preceding year. 

Struldbrugs and I would mutually communicate 
rvations,. and memorials through the courfe of 
anari& the feveral gradations by which corruptioa 
o the world, and oppofe it in every flep by giv- 
etual warning and infirurtion to mankind ; which^ 

the firong infiuence of our own example^ would 
S z ^W: 
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|>fQba1ily prcYcnt that continual degeneracy of Jmuinui fia> 
lure fb jnttly complained of in all ages. 

AjU to ail this the pleafure of feeing the various revo- 
Kitioos of ftates and jempires ; the changes in the lower 
ftad upper world ; ancient chics in rains« and ^bfcnre vil* 
kges beoome the (eats of kings ; famous rivers leflenini 
ktoikallow brooks ; the ocean kaviag one coaft dry, ana 
4>yierwl)e)niLng another ; the difcovery of many countriea 
yet unknown ; barbarity over-xunning the politeft nations^ 
and the moft barbaiout become civilized. I ihoold theo 
lee the difcovery of the JongintJe, the perpetual motm^ 
the un'werfsl medicine ^ and many other great iavestioBi 
brought to the utmoft nerftftioa. 

What wonderful diicoveries fliould we make in aflio« 
namy by out-living and confirming our own prediiHooi» 
kj ob&rvJt:^ the progrefi and returns of comets^ with thQ 
changes of motion in the fiia, aoon> and fbvs* 

I cbkrged npoo many other topics^ whicfa the aatiarai 
dcfire of endlels liie and fubiunary hapjunefs could eafiy 
fiirBi& me with. When 2 had ended^ and the Am it 
mj difcourfe had been interpretad, as before, t« the fcA 
•t the company, there was a good deal of talk attM&gi 
them in the language of the countryp not withottt fomt 
bngfater at my expence. At lad Uie fitme geutlemafiy 
who had been my interpreter^ faid he was dcfirod by tht 
teft to fet roe right in a itw raidakes, whidi I had mlctt 
into through the coairoon imbeciilky of buvaan nattiie^ 
and upon that allowance was lefs asfwerabie ibr them* 
That this breed of Struidbrugs was peculiar to theia 
country, for there were no fuch people either in Balni^ 
barbi, or Japan, where he had (he hono^ur to be ambafla^ 
dor from his Majeiiy, and found the natives in both thofi^ 
kingdoms very hard to believe^ that the fa^ was pebble |^ 
and tt appMred from my aftoniihment„ when he irft men^ 
lioned the matter to me, that i received it 2i%'% thing 
wholly new, and fcarcely to be credited* That in the 
two kingdoms above mentioned, where during his reii* 
dence he had converfed very much, he oblerved long iifo 
to be the vniverfai defire and with of mankind. Thai 
whoever had one fbot in the grave, waa fare to hold 
back the other as ftrongly as he could. That the okieA 
had ftili hopes of living otteday toager^ aAd Indeed om 

deatk 



^- AVd? AGE toLAPDTA, ^/r. att 

^s the gfeateft evit, fi^om \vhich nature always 
^^ci himtotettciit; oftly in this illand of Luggnag^ 
P<^ite for living Was not fo eagdr, from the conti- 
^^rvsple of the StruWbrugs before tMir eyes. 
^ tlie fyftem of living contrived by me was unrca- 
• 21 nd unjnft ; becaiifc it fuppofed a perpetuity ot 
healthy £ind vigour, which no man could be fo 
^^ hope, however extravagdnt he may be in his 
ThAt the queftion therefore was not, whether 
^>Vould chnfe to be always in the prime of youth^ 
*^ with prolperity and health ; but how he would 
Pci'petual life under all the ufual difadvantages, 
pl4 age brirtgs along with it. For although tew 
^*U avow their dfefires of being immortal Upon fucb 
^^nditions, Vet ih the two kingdoms before mention- 
^ Balfiibarw arid Japan, he obferved that every 
^*Gred to put oft death fot fome lime longer, let it 
^^h ever lo late ; arid hfe rarely heard of any maa 
a»«?d willingly, except he were incited by the extre^-- 
f ojgritff of tortufe. And he appealed to me, whc— 
1 in thofe countries I had travelled, as well as my 
ij I had ri6t dbferv^d the fame gexleralJifpoCtion f . 

Aflerr 
To this it may poflSbly be objcflcd, That ' the perpetuity 
outh, health, and vigour would be lefs a prodigy than the ' 
rtuit^ of life in a body fubjcft to gradual decay, and might 
for« be hoped without greater cxtrayajancc of folly. But 
eotiment here exprcfted, is' that ofa being to whom in> 
liity, though not perpetual youth, was familiar; and in '■ 
1 the wi/h of perpetual youth only would have been ex. 
j[3nt, becdufe that only appeared from fa^ls tobc-impplCblr. 

f it be tiid, That although the foll^ of defiring life to b* : 
igcd under the dlfadvantages of old age< is here finely ex- 
; yctihcdefirc of tetteftrtal immortality. uppmtcrms, on^ 
I alone, in the nature of things, it Is poifible, anexempti^ - 
wn dll^fe, aCciaftfit and decay/is" tacitcly allowed i It may 
fwercd, That as we grow old by imperceptible degrees, . 
the moft part we grow old Wtthoiu repining, and every 
is ready to profbfs bimfolf willing to jie,.whfcn he fliall . 
crtaken by the decrepitude of age in fome future period; 
hen every oihir eye fees that thU period is arrived, he is 
J.3 m 
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After this preface be gave jne a particular accou: 
the Struldbrugs among them. He laid, they comm 
a^ed like mortals^ till a)>out thirty years old, after v 
by degrees they grew melanchoUy and dejedled^ enc 
ing in both till they came to fourfcore. This he les 
from their own confefHon ; for othcrwife, there no 
ing above two or three of that fpecies born in an 
they were too few to form a general obfervatlon 
When they came to fourfcore years,^ which is reck 
the extremity of living in this country, they had noi 
ly all the follies and infirmities of other old men, 
many mere,, which arofe from the dreadful pro(pe« 
never dying. They were not only opinionativey pee 
covetous^ morofe, vain^ talkative ; but incapable of fri 
ifaip, and dead to all natural affedion, which nevei 
icended below their grand-children. Envy and imp< 
defires are their prevailing pailions. But thofe obj 
againtt which their egvy (eeros principally direi^ed 
the vices of the younger fbrt^ and the deaths of the 
^y r.efl/e«5ling on the former they find themfelves cut 
from all poiIibirKy of pleafure ; and whenever they 
fiinera)> they lament and repine that others are goc 
un harbour of seft^ to which they themfelves never 
fc<»e^DP arjrive. They have no remembrance of 
tbflg^ i>at what they learned and obferved in their y 
liJiH iqiddlie age^ and even that is very imperfedl. 
for the t(uth or particulars of any b& it is fafer ic 
vend OQ coipmon tradition, than upon their heft n 
ledlipns. The lca(( milerable among them appear t 
thofe,. whq turn to dotage, and entirely Ibfe their 
mories ;. thefe. ipeet with more pity and aflidance, 
cairfc they want many bad qualities, which aboun< 
«thersv 

If aStrnldbrug happan to marry one of his own li 
|)^e marjjage is. di/TQlved of courie. by the couf tefy oi 
iLingdom* as foon as the younger of the twa comes t 
fourfcore. For the law thinks it a reaibnable indulge 

AiU. tenacious of Iif(^, and murmurs at the cQnditipn upon vi 
he recti vcd bis exiileoce. To ceconcil.c old age therefoi 
Uic thoughts of adiflblution,?ppcars to be all that was nece 
'^^ moral writer for jgra^ical purpofcs. Hawkef,. 



jre condemned without any fault of theb 
sxl continuance in the world , (houid not 
doubled by the load of a. wife. 
if have compleated the term of eighty 
)oked on as aeadln law ; their heirs im^^ 
1 to their eftate$> only a fmall. pittance is 
. fupport ; and the poor ones are main* 
lick charge. After that period they aro 
' any employment of tcuft or profit ; they ■ 
lands or. take leafes ; neither, are they 
nefles in any cauie^ either civil or crimiv 

the deciOon of meers and bounds. 

lofe their teeth and hair; they have at 
tdtion of tafte, but eatand- drink whate* 
t without relifh or appetite. The dift 
jbje^ to (lili continue, without encreafr 
g. In talking they forget the common 
ngSy and the names of perfons^ even of 
leir neareib friends and relations.^ For 
they never can amufe themfelves with 
their memory will not ferve to carry 
ginning of a fentence to the end ; andt 
ey are deprived of the only entertaint- 
ley might otherwifoi be capable. 

of tius country being always upon tht 
rugs of one age do not underlland thoic 
her are they able after two hundred years 
^erfation (farther than by a few> general: 
ir. neighbours, the mortals;, and thus 
le diiadvantage of living like foreigners 
intry. 

account given me-of the Strnldbrugs^ as 
lember. I afterwards faw five or fix of 
e youngeft not above two hundred years 
rought- to me at' feveral times by- fbmc 
but although they were told, that I waf 

and had feen all the world, they had 
>rity to ask me a queftlon ; . only defired ' 
em Jlumskudaskf orv a token of remem» 
s a moded way of begging, to avoid tht 
' forbids it,, becaufe. they are provided^ 

fizr 
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Ibr by the pnblic, tlth6ugh indeed: vMk t ttf^ iciif^ 
•liowance. 

They are defpifed and hated by aO OnndfkijftV 
when one of them is born, it i^ reckoned omlriM% iii* 
their birth is Recorded very partiealarly ; fd that |otf ^ 
know their age by confulting the regifltr ; iUfhidi liOtf^- 
ver hath not be6i kept above a thomand yem paftt ^ 
at leaft hath been de(hoyed by time or pablic (fiftmbi^ 
ces. Bat the ufaal way of computing bow old t^^ 
is, by asking them what kings or great p^otaS x)^^ 
remember^ and then confuiting hiftory ; for inikll^A^. 
laft prince in their mind did not begin bis reigiififttt i^ 
were fourfcore years old. 

They were the moft- m6rtifyirtg« light I cVcrMi«[ 
and the women ttiott horrible than nuHi. BfcfidAtt' 
ufuaJ deformities in extreme old ag^, they acqai^^ 
additional ghaftlinefs in proportion to thor nonk^' 
years, which is nOt to be deTcribed ; and imofftgh'^ 
dozen, I foon diftingnifhed Which was thieeMi^^ 
though there was nOt ab0v6 a <Jeritiiry or" t^o W#t 
them. . 

The reader yi/'M eafily belteve, that Itom wlrttfW 
heard and feen,.my keen appetite foiC p^rpelnity rfj 
was much abated. I gr^ heahily afhamed of dte^ 
ing VifioBS I had formed ;. and thought no tyrSDMoB 
invent a ddath; into which I ¥^tild' hot rim ^ith bbJ* 
from fuch a life. The king heard of all that had ftf 
between me and my (H^ds upon this occtdioitV stww 
ed me very pleafantly ;'. wifhing I.ci5uld fend acO«#« 
Struldbrugs tb my own coantry to arm otir people igv 
the fear of death *, but this it feems is fbrbid*^^qf.* 
fundamental laWS of thie kingdorti, or^dfe rihboMkjJ 
been well content with the tpoubfe and cx|)Cii« of tftf 
porting them. 

I could not but agree, that thie laws-of • thi»4tii^ 
tdating to the Struldbtugs wereibinxded up(m the fboo] 

* Perhaps it may not be wfioBy ufclafs to reroark^thitt 
iightiof a Stculdbrug would no ocberwiftf titn thoft asaiuft* 
fear of death, who have no hope beyond it, than b man il>ll 
edagainft the fear of breaking his limbf, wlib jumps tfttt-^ 
^ad<>w when hi& houfe is oo.fiu. Hav/kefi 
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eftvtaiaos, aiid fiich Iw any olh^ couiktty Would be utt^ 
lier the neceifity of ena(5ting In the like clrcnmftflfnces. 
Otherwiie^ u tv«i4oe 4s the neceflary confequent of old 
1^ thoft invnortals would in time becoiAe p^opttetors 
«f tiie whole aatiOED^ and engroft the civil power ; whichk 
for wnt of abiUaei to aandgeji teaft enil te the lun os 
Ibe public. 

CHAP. M. 

#jfcrffcr ># returm in a Dutch yfo/ /« Amllerdaiii> smf 
/ran AmflerdMi /« fingland. 

I Thought this account of the StfoMbrugi mtght be 
fomt entettaibflMnt to the ttftder^ becanfe it feems 
to he a little oat of the common way ; at leaft I do not 
MBMRiher to hav« met the like in any book of traydf^ 
that hath oame to my hands r and if I atb decdved, mj 
tKcufe muft bC) that it is necefTary * for traTeiierS) wh6r 
dafcribt the fame couatty, vety often to agree in dwett^^ 
ing oa the fame particulars^ wkhoat deferving the cekl- 
fiatc tif haviat hovrowed ot traofcribed from thofe who- 
%rotc before thcoK 

There is indeed a perpetual comihetce between thil. 
khwdolD aad.the graat empire of Japaki ', and it is Tcr^ 
probable^ that the japanefe authors may hiave gi^n foma 
aaoouut of the Stmybcugs ; but my llay iki Japan was fo 
tert, and I was fo intirely a (Iranger to the language^ 
that I was tun qualified to make any enquiriest But I 
kopt the Dutch upon this notice will be ctifious and i\yW 
ittottgh to. fuppiy my defers. 

His Majeity having ofteb pcellM iHe to accept fomo 

♦ The word uteffitry U hetc ufed in the fame manntr, %i 
when by th« idiom oi our labguage It meaht ceitvenietiU though. 
at is to be undecftood in its proper and original fignifi cation.. 
^ Tiavelleri who defcribc ihd Tame country, very often nccefi 
^ farify agree in dwelling on the fanie particulars, atid thcte^ 
^ fore if M9t defirvt the ctalutG d* hating borrowed, ftc,>*' 
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employment in his court, and finding me abfolatdv d^ 
tcrmined to return to my native country, was plaled i» 
give me his licence to depart, and honoured me vith t 
letter of recommendation under his own hand to the En* 
peror of Japan. He likewife prefented me vith ibv 
hundred forty-four large pieces of gold (this nidoo d^ i 
lighting in even numbers) and a red diamond; vhichl 
fold in England for eleven hundred pouuds. 

On the 6th day of May, 1709, I tooka folormkafe 
of his Majclly and all my friends. This prince wu6 
gracious, as to order a guard to conduA me to Glangfi* 
ftald, which is a royal port to the Jouth^wifi ^ i 
the illand. In fix days I found a veJTel ready taonf 
me to Japan, and fpent fifteen days in the voyage. We 
landed at a (mall port-town called Xamofchi, Ctoatdift 
tht /outh'cajl part of Japan ; the town lies on the vtfat. 
point, where there is a narrow freight leading northifi 
into a long arm of the fea,. upon the north'V)eji {urtQl 
which, Yedo the metropolis flands. At landing 1 !!«•• 
ed the cuftom-houfe officers my letter from the Kiai" 
Luggnagg to his Imperial Majefty. They knew the W 
perfeAly well ; it was as broad as the palm of my Iw 
The imprellioa was A King lifting up a lame heg^at^ 
the earth. The magiftrates ©f the town, hearing 01 ■! 
letter, received me as a public minifter : they proviW 
me with carriages and fervants, and bore my chargeiti 
Yedo, where I was admitted to an audience, and daivtf' 
cd my letter, which was opened with great ccremooyi 
■nd explained to the Emperor by an interpreter, whotbd 
gave me notice by his Majefty *s order, that I {houidfi|* 
»ify my requefl, and whatever it were, it fhouldbcgrant 
cJ for the fake of his coyal brother of Luggnagg. TbH 
interpreter was a perfon employed to- tcanui^ aflfain vili 
the Hollanders ; he foon conjectured by my coDntotfiMt 
that I wis an European, and therefore repeated his Mfl 
jefly*s commands in Low-dutch) which he fpoke perfco 
ly well. I anfwered < as I had before determined) ^ 
I* was a Dutch merchant fhipwrecked in a very tcmoi 
country, from whence I had travelled by foa and M^ 
Luggnagg, and then took fhipping for Japan, where 
knew my countrymen often traded,, and with fom^ 
tiiefe I hoped to get an opportunity of returning into C 
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!rope : I therefore mod humbly entreated his royal fa- 
vour to give order^ that 1 fliould be conducted in fafcty to 
\ Nangafac : to this I added another petition, that for the 
I fake of my patron the King of Luggnagg, his Majefty 
;| wonid condefcend to excufe my performing the ceremony 
' • hnpoled on my countrymen, of tramplwg upon the crw 
cifix .- becauie I had been thrown into his kingdom by 
my misfortanes, without any intention of trading. When 
this latter petition was interpreted to the Emperor, he 
feemed a little furprifed ; and faid, he believed I was the 
firft of my countrymen, who ever made any fcruple in 
this point ; and that he began to doubt, whether I was a 
real Hollander, or no ; but rather fufpe^ed 1 mufl be a 
Chriftian* However, for the reafons I had offered, but 
chiefly to gratify the King of Luggnagg, by an uncommon 
mark of his favour, he would comply with the /insularity 
of my humour ; but the affair muft be managed with dex- 
terity, and his officers (hould be commanded to let me 
pafs as it were by forgctfulnefs. For he afTured me, that 
i if the (ecret fhouid be difcovered by my countrymen the 

* Dutch, they would cut my throat m the voyage. 1 re- 
^ turned my thanks by the interpreter for fo unufual a fa- 
^ vour ; and fome troops being at that time on their march 
^ to Nangaiac, the commanding ofHcer had orders to con-' 
oi^ vey me fafe thither, with particular inflru^ons about the 
ttl buGnefs of the crucifix, 

a- 1 On the 9th day of June, 1 709, I arrived at Nangafac 
3?* ifter a very long and troublefome journey. 1 foon fell 
3AL into company of fome Dutch failors belonging to the Am- 
£f'i boyna of Amflerdam, a (lout (hip of 4^0 tons. I had 
in|*' lived long in Holland, purfuing my (ludies at Lcyden^ 
^ and I fpoke Dutch well. The (eamen foon knew from 
b'S^ 1 \phence I came laft ; they were curious to enquire into 
DCCi my voyages, and courfe of life. I made up a ftory as 
Ma* (hort and probable as I could, but concealed the greateft 
c^* pirt. I knew many pcrfons in Holland ; I was able to 
^. invent names for my parents, whom 1 pretended to be 
*°^ obfcure people in^the province of Gucldcrland. I would 
^ ^ have given the captain (one Theodoras Vangrult) what 
f*' he pleated to ask for my voyage to Holland ; but under- 

• * ftanding 1 was a furgeon, he was contented to take half 
Ea- Che ufual cate^ 00 condition that I would fccve hka vti \Vv& 
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way of my calling. Before we took (hipping, I wis dta 
asked by fome of the crew, whether I had performed tb 
ceremony above mentioned f I evaded the quelHon bj 
geoeral anfwerSy that I bad fatisficd the Emperor li 
court in all particulars. However, a malicious rogueofi 
skipper went to an officer, and pointing to me^ told bifli 
I l|ad not yet iramfUd on the crucifix : but the other, whi 
bad received inAru<ftions to Jet me pafs, gave the rafa 
twenty (Irokes on the (houlders with a bamboo ; aftt 
which I was no more troubled with fuch queftioos, 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this vojfagc 
We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of Good HofX) 
where we (laid only to take in frefh water. On the loA 
of April lyiO) we arrived (afeat AmRerdam, haviofkl 
only three men by (icknefs in the voyage, and a foaitl 
who fell from the fore-mad into the fea, not far fronih 
coaft of Guiney. From Aniflerdam I foon after fetlii 
for England in a fmall ve/Iel belonging to that city. 

On the 1 6th of April we put in at the Downs, I lai 
ed next morning, and faw once more my native cqudvA 
after an abfence of five years and (ix months complo* 
I wentftrait to RcdriflT, where I arrived the fame day, < 
two in the afternoon^ and. found my wife and ^y4 
good health. 
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w author feU nut as captain gf a fiip. His vien 
*9nffire agahijt him, confine him a long tifne to 
his cahbifi. Set him on Jhore in an unknown land. 
A travels up .into the country. The Yahoos^ a 
firange fort of animal ^ defcribed. The author ^fleets 
^0 Hoayhahums. 

Continued at borne with my -wife and children about 
five months in a very happy ccndition, if I could have 
i*ned the Icflbn of knowing when 1 was well. -I left 
poor wife big with child^ and accepted ao advantage- 
bus 

In this laO part of his iinagioary-travcl.s Swift has indulged 
>iiamhropy that is iotolerablc. The reprefentation which he 

given us of human nature, mufl terrify, and even debafe the 
4 of the reader who .views- it. His Tallies of wit aud humour 
idl their force, -nothing remaining but a melancholy and diA 
^ble impr^on : we are diiguOed, not entertained.; we are 
*kcd, not inOruftcd by the fable. 1 Ihould therefore chufe to 
- DO notice of bis' Yahoos, did 1 not think it nccellary to 
^ the .vindication of human nature, and thereby, in fome mca- 
\ to pay my duty to the great Author of our fpecics, who has 
^tcd us in a very fearful,. and a very wonderful Ji^auuet . 
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out offer made me to be captain of the Adventure, 
merchant-man oK 3 so tuns: for I underftood nr 
wclJ, and being grown weary of a furgeon's cmpl 



Wc are compofcd of a mind, and of a hody, intimatei; 
acd mutually aflcfting each other. Their operations indeed 
tircly different. Whether the immortal fpirit, that enlivens 
machine, is originally of a Aiperior nature in various bodies 
I own, fcems mod confident, and agreeable to the fcile as 
of bcings),or whether the difference depends on a fyrometry, 
liar Aru^re of the organs combined with it« is beyond my 
determine. It is evidently certain, that the body is curioul 
cd with proper organs to delight, and iuch as are adapted ti 
neccHIiry ufcs of life. The fpirit animates the whole; itgi 
natural appetites, and con6nes them within jud limils. 
natunl force of this fpirit is often immerfed in matter; 
mind becomes fubfcrvient to paflions, which it ought to go^ 
d\rc(\. Horace, although of the Epicurean doftrine, ackw 
t!*ib truth, where he fays, 

Atqne effigtt hurm divinae particitlam aurae. 
■It is no lefs evident, that this immortal fpirit has an ic<ii 
power of a^ng, and, when cultivated in a proper manne 
ingly quits the corporeal frame within which it is imprifoJ 
foars into higher and more fpacious regions; where, wit! 
crgy,which I had aimod faid was divine, it ranges among tl 
venly bodies, that, in this lovKcr world, are fcirce viiible to 
and we can at once explain the diftance, magnitude, aud v< 
the planets, and can £(>retel, even to a degree of minute 
particular time when a eomet ui!l return, and when the fu 
cclipfed in the next century. TJiefe powers certainly e 
dignity of human nature, and the fnrprifmg effcfts of the 
ridl fpiiit within us; which, in fo confined a ftate, can th 
gage itfelf from the fetters of matter. It is from this prc-< 
of tlic foul over I he body^ thut wc arc enabled to view I 
order and curious vuiieiy of different bciogs; to conH 
cultivate the natural produ^ions of the cardi; and to 
and intimate tjic wife b^ncYol;Dcc which reigns tlirougl 
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h, which hov\»':?ver I could exercife upon occafion, I 
k a (kilful young man of that callinjr, one Robert 
cfay, into my (hip. We fet fail from Portfmouth up- 
on 

c fydem of the un!vcrfe. It is from hence, that we form 
1 laws for our conduct. From hence v,x delight in copy- 
that great original, who in his cflencc is utterly incompre- 
blc, but in his influence is powerfully apparent to every dc- 
of his creation. From hence too we perceive a real beau- 
virtue, and a difHndklon between good and evil. Virtue 
with the utmod gcneroftty, and with no view to her own 
EiMge; while vice, like a gfutton, feeds herdlf enormoufly, 
tben^is willing to disgorge lYe naufeous offals of her lead. 
t fliill wander too far, efpecially as T flaiter myftlf, that your 
1 is (b good, and fo unprejudiced, that you will more eadly feci 
I can illufh^e the truth of thefe afleriions. 
vift deduces his obfervatioos from wrong principles : for, in his 
of Houyhnhnms, be confidcrs the foul and body in their 
degenerate and uncultivated date ; the former as a (lave to 
appetites of the latter. He items infeDfible of the furprifrng 
hauifm and beauty of every part of the human compofiuon. 
forgets the 6ne de(criptioo which Ovid ^ves of mankind : 
Os bomtii fnhlhne didit, coclunique tueri 
Jtiffltt et ereBos ad fidera toller e vtdtus. 
[d painting Yahoos be becomes one hirofclf. Nor is the 
ire which He draws of the Houyhnhnms, inviting or amufing. 
'ants both light and (hade to adorn it. It is cold and inlipid. 
there view the pure inftin£ls of brutes, unafTKled by any 
wledge of letters, afting within their own narrow fphere, 
riy for their immediate preforvation. They are incapable of 
g ^^ng, therefore they aft right. It is (urely a very low 
after given to creatures, in whom the author would inHnuate 
e degree of reafon, that they aft inofTenfively, when they have 
icr the motive nor the power to aft otherwile. Their vir- 
iS qualities are only negatives. Swift himfclf, amidft all his 
jf, muft have confc(7ed| that to. moderate our pafHons, to ex- 
our mnniScence to others, to enlarge -our underflanding, and 
afii our idea of tiic Almighty by contemplating his works, is 

T 7, YWit 
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on the 7th Jiy of September, T710; on the mh, 1 
rii^t with c.iptdin Pocock of Briftol, at Teneriff, whov 
gijiu^ to the bay of- Campcaclty to cut logwood. Onli 

I., t only tlic bufiiicft bnt often the pniftiec, and the ftudyof ' 
t.i.nun minj. I' I5 to.) certain, that no individual has ever p 
f'lIiJ cvriy iiualiMcat'uMi arji rxcellcnce. However; fucfa an aft 
bl. -'c I f Jifrirri nt viitiics may fKIl be collected from different perfi 
*^ irc t Illicit lit to pl..cc tlie dignity of human nature in an ami 
ui..l rxaltv i ibdon. We muil lament indeed the many iaflar 
.*f thole •. Ito degenerate or goaflray from the end and intentio 
t^'ii l):in^. The true fburce of this depravity is often owiflj 
fl '* \v::nt of cdiiCjtion, to the faife indolgcncc of prcnts, 
f*:nt orhtr bid ciufc:, uliich are conftantly prevalent in every 
tliMi. Many of ihcic errors are finely ridicnled in the fbreg 
parts <:{' this Jon)jnrc : but the voyage to tlic Houyhnhniw 
ir. I i;iri:lt Uj«on mankind. 

f ai:. hrariily tiicd of tlie laft'part of Gulliver's travels; aiu 
j.!jj. t}:'it, having exl.auded all my obfer\'ations on this difaj 
-Mj fulit^'>, 1 may finiib my letter ; efpecially as the conclDfic 
it nifiir<)lly turns my thoughts from Yahoos, to obc of 
lie.*; ill pledges I have upon earth, yourftlf, etc. Orrery, 

Some others, bt fides Lord Orrery, have thought proper 'la 
ioic Gulliver's voyage to the Houyhnhnms. But whether ii 
their animadvcrfions proceeded fiom the in6nnity of their; 
o^ent, or from fome 2'ahao depravity in their own nature, I fluJ 
vouch tufc to inquire; as the daily occunrences of this wKl 
world prove, illuftrate, and confirm all the farcafms of the dc 
Shall we praifc that excellent moralift, the hiimorous Hogutft 
expoling midnight revels, debaucheries, and u thoufand other 
arid follies of human kind, in a fcries of hieroglyphics, fuii 
the improvement and the ccrrc£lion of the wild, the gay, th( 
lie, and the extravagant? And fiialF we condemn a prcacht 
r.ghteoufncfs. for cxpofing, under the chara£ler of ' a nafty unt 
able I'ahoOy the deformity, the black ncfs,. the fiithiuefs, and 
n;ption of thofc hcllifh. abominable vices, which inflame the \ 
of God agdinft the children of difobedtcnce; ard fubjeft them 
out repcuLance, that is, without a thorough change ot' life and' 
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he was parted from us in a- (lorm ; I heard^ iince 
:tura, that his lliip foundered, and none elciped, 
le cabbia-boy. He was an honed man, and a good 

failor, 

> cvcrldfting pcrdidon? Ought a preacher of righteoufncA, 
I watchman of the ChrilUan faith (who' is' accountable for 
:nts, and obliged to warn the innocent, as well as terrify Ih^ 
and profane), to hold his peace, like a dumb dog, that can- 
rk, when avarice, fraud, cheating, vicJlen^c, rapine, extortion, 
', oppreflion, tyranny .'rancour, envy, malice, detra^on, hatrtd, 
e, murder, whoredom, adultery, lafgvioufnefs, bribery, comip* 
imping, lying, peijury.fuboruation, treachery, ingratitude, gam* 
•ttery, drunkenncfs, gluttony, luxury, vanity, effeminacy, cowj 
pride, -impudence, hypocrify, infidelity, blafphemy, idolatry^- 
y, and it^mimenfble other vices, are as epidemical as the pox^ 
uiy of -tliem'the notorious chara^teriflics of the bulk of hu- 
ind ? I would afk thofe mighty foftencr?, thefe kind pretenders 
levolence, thefc hollow charity-mongers, what is thdr real ■ 
1 of that oU-firpcnit which, like a roaring lion, traverfcth the 
{ccklng whom he may devour ? Was he not created bj ; the • 
fity, pure, faultlcfs, intelligent? But is there now, throughout 
bole fydem of created exigence, any beafl, any I'tihoo, any 
£0 vile, fo bafc, fo corrupted? And whcBc^ originally pro- 
the change ? Was it not frenr tijc abufe of that freedom* 
,t which no created- intelligence c&n be reputed faithful, wife, 
or virtuous^ in the eyes of his Creator ? And furely, if this 
;reat, once glorious, fpirit hath been reduced -for many thouf- 
ages, for ought we know to tlie contrary, below all the fcver&l 
ioos of created beings, whetlier intelligent, animal or inftn- 
aodexpofed to the fury -of that avenging, though merciful, 
who is the fountain of ^11 wifHom, gooodncfs, and virtue; are 
t to conclude, by an cxa£t parity of reafon, that every moral 
ii equally. accountable to- God for that degree of intelligence 
rfe£Uon, which determines the nature of his exiftence? And 
Jiis very principle, which cannot be denied without running 
ic laft of abfurdities, and which in faft is the rcafoning of 
ter tliroughoat his whole xd chapter of his zd epiftlc, that 
re man, that gbrious creature man, is dcfcrvtdly more ccn- 
iblc than a brute bcaf^, when he files in the f^a of \jj& C\«.- 
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/.lilor, but a little too pofitive io hisown opiDioni, which . 
was the c.uilc oF his deltrD^fion, as it hath been offevenl i 
others. For il he had followed my advice, he nnglit j 
have been i'lFc at home with hu family at this time, it 
Well db my (elf. 

I had fuveral men died in my fliip of calentures, h 
that I was foried to get recruits out of Barbadocs snd'i 
tike Leeward Iflauds, where I touched by thedlreAioB'^ 
of the merchants uho emj^loyed me ; which I had (boB 
too much caufe to repent ; fur 1 found afterwards, thar 
moil of them had l>ecn Bucanecrs*. I had fifty huds* 
oi board, and my orders were, that I fhould trade wkh 
the Indians in the South-fea, and make what dilboverlel' 
I could. Theie rogues, whom I. had picked up, de* 
bjuched my other men, and they all formed a coDfpincf 
to leue the fliip, and fecure me ; which they did ooe 
morning, rufliiiig hi to my cabhin, and binding mebaoiF 
and foot, ihrtatiiiiiig to throw me over- board if I ofc^ 
cd to (lir. I told them, I was their prifcner, aodwocM 
ful)nit. Tills they made me fwear to do, and tlien ihef 
unbound me, only fdilening one of my legs withacfasia- 
»Ajr iny bed, and placed a centry at my door with hii' 
piece charged, who was commanded to /hoot medeady, 

tor, by inlining under the banner of the enemy; and perverts that! 
rciS\ii\ wtiich was defigDed to have been the glory of his natoc, 
even the direfling fpirit of his Kfc and demeanour, to the vik^ 
the moii execrable, th« mo(l hellifh purpofes. And thas mmMj 
appears to be the ground- work of the whole fatire contained ia lh( 
voyag;: to the Houyhnhnms. f Then the author inserts fevend prf 
Cgcs from the holy faiptures, and the Apociypha, which, hefiys, 
V 111 fully Ju(liiy all the farcafms of the doAor. But thele uc omit 
as impioper in a pohtical ron-.ance.] 

x\n J ic conclude : if the brutality and filthincfs of the I'ahccs b 
ft-'prtfcnud by the fatirlc genius of Dr. Swiff, in colour* the mol 
(h icking and dcteflable, a:> thoy certainly are, and as, in faft, the; 
ought to have bccu, the plc'^ure is the more ftrikiug, as well as di 
more terrillc ; and, upon that account, more likely to ijiforce di 
obligation of religion and virtue upon the Ibuls of men. Swift, 

* Certain rvritcs, that inft ft cd the Weft Indies, wersVucJk^ 

I 
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attempted my liberty. They fcnt me down visuals 
I drink^and took the government of the (l»p to them- 
es. Their delign was to turn pyrates^ and plunder 

Spaniards, which ihey could not do, till they got 
re men. But firll ihey refolvcd to fell the goods in 

ftiip, and then go to Madagadar for recruits, fevc- 

among them having died fince my confinement. They 
e«] many weeks, and traded with the Indians ; but I 
iW not what courfe they took, being kept a dole pri- 
er in my cabbin, and expecting nothing lefs than to 
murdered, as they often threatened mc. 
^pon the 9ih day of* May lyri, one James Welch 
nedown to my cabbin, and faid, he had orders from 
' captain to fet me a*fhore. I expodulated with him^. 
• in vain ; neither would he fb much as tell me, who 
:ir new captain was* They forced me into the long- 
^tp letting me put* on my bed fuit of cloatbs, which 
«"e as good as new, and take a fmall bundle of linen, 
^ no arms, except my hanger 5 and they were fo civil 
i^ot to fearch my pockets, into whidi 1 conveyed what 
^ney I had,, with fome other little neceflaries. They 
^ed about a league; and then fet me down on a (Irand. 
Icfired them to tell me what country it was. They 

fwore, they knew no more than myfelf, but faid, that 
i captain (as they called him) was rcfblvcd^ after they 
d (bid the lading, to get rid of me in the firlt placti 
jere they could dilcover land. They pufhed off im- 
:diately, adviEng me to make hafte, for fear of being 
ertaken with the tide ; and fo bad me farewel,- 
In this defolate condition I advanced forward, and 
>n got upon firm ground, where I fit down on a bank 
reft myfelf, and confider what I had bed do. When I 
IS a little refrefhed, I went up into the country, rclbl- 
ig 10 deliver myfelf to the nrft favages I (hould meet, 
d purchafe my life from them, by Ibme bracelets, glafa- 
igs, and other toys, which failorsufually provide them- 
ves with in tbofe voyages, and whereof 1 had fome a- 
ut me. The land was divided by long rows of trees, 
t regularly planted, but naturally growing; there was 
cat plenty of grafs, and feveral fields of oats. 1 walk» 

very circumfpedtly for fear of being furprifed, or fud- 
uly (hot with an arrow from behind^ or outvd^tt ^d^« 
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I Fell into a beaten road^ where I faw many tracks of biK 
man tccc, and Ibme oF cows, but mod of horlefc Al 
lail I beheld Icveral animals in a field, and gdc ortwod 
the lime kind titti-.ig in trees. Their flijpe was very (in* 
guUr and dcFonntrd, which a little diicompoted me, ii 
that I lay down b hind a thicket to obferve thembctttfi 
Some oF them coining Forward near the place where 1 Uyj 
{^iwe me an opportunity oF diiiiiidtly marking their ibna 
Their heads and breafh were covered with a thick baifi 
l^c F.i/.led, and others lank; they had beardi lib 
•Toats, and a long ridge oF hair down their backs, anl 
ihe Fore- parts oF their legs and feet ; but tlie-reftloflWi 
bodies were bjtrc, fo that I might fee their fkins, wbidi 
were oF a brown buii-colour. They bad do taili| Ml 
any hair at all on their buttocks, except about the mil 
which, I prdijme^ nature had placed thene to ^M 
thcrn, as they Fat on the ground > For this pofturc diej 
uied, us well as lying down, and often Aood on ibtirhiad' 
ftet. They tlimbetl high trees as nimbly .as a (qwlntt 
For they had llrong extended claws beFore andbebini 
terminating in (hiirp points, and liooked. They woA 
oFten Fpriiig, and bound, and leap with prodigibuft a^'s) 
The Females were notfo large as the males; they 1* 
long lank hair OB their heads, but none^on their lacfl 
nor any thing more^than a Ibrt oF down on thcnft^ 
their bodies, except about iheaftui ^u6 pudenda, Tbd 
dugs hung between their Fore-feet, and oFten reachedal 
molt*' to the ground as they walked* The hair of bol 
fexes was oF ieveral colours, brown, red, ■ bUck| u 
yellow. Upon the whole, I never -beheld in all my tr 
vels ib difdgreeable an animal, or one againft which 1 V 
turally conceived lb (Irong an antipathy* So thattbinl 
ing I had feen enough, Full oF contempt and averGoOi 
got up, ^nd purfued the beaten road, hoping it ini^ti 
redl me to the cabbin oFFome Indian. 1 had not got fi 
when I met one oF thefe creatures Full in my way, » 
coming up diredlly to mCk The ugly monfler, when 
faw me, diltorted feveral ways every Feature of hifrvil)] 
and flared as at an objecfl he had never feen b^i 
then approaching nearer, liFted up h\% Fore- paw, wbcll 
out oFcuriolity or uiiichieF, J could nor tell : but 1 ilr 
my hanger, aud gave hira a good blow with. the flat 1 
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br I durft not ftrike with the edge, fearing the in- 
its might be provoked againft me, If they fliould 

know, that I had killed or maimed any of their 
When the beall ftlt ihe fmart, he drew back^ 

ired ib loud, that a herd of at leail forty came 
g about me from the next field, howling and ma- 
dious faces ; but I ran to the body of a tree, and 

1 my bick againft it, kept them oflfby waving my 
. Several of this curled brood getting hold of the 
es behind, leapt up into the tree, from whence they 
to dilcharge their excrements on my head : howe-^ 
elcaped pretty well by fticking clofe to the ftcm of 
e, but was almoft lliilcd with the filth, which &U 
me on every fide. 

lie midft of this diflrcTs, I obferved them all to run 
3n a fudden as fall as they could, at wliich 1 ven« 
leave the tree, and purlue the road, wonder- 
lat it was thnt could put them in(o this fright. But 
g on my le.'t hand, I law a horlc walking fofily in 
,d ; which, my perlccutors having fooner dilcover- 
as the caufe of their flight. The horle ftarted a 
when he came near me, but foon recovering him- 
)oked full in my face with manifeft tokens of won- 
le viewed my hands and feet', wallJng round me Ib- 
:ime8. 1 would have purfued my journey, but he 
himfelf diredlly in the way, yet looking with a 
lild afpe^fl, never ofFcriug the leaft violence. We 
yaztng at each other ifor fome time; at 1 aft I took 
Idnet'f to readi my hand towards his neck with a 
to ftrodk it> ufing the common ftyle and whittle of 
i, when they are going to handle a ft range horfc; 
is animal Icemed to receive my civilities with dildain, 
his head, and bent his brow§, Ibftly raifing up his 
fore-foot to remove my h»nd. Then -he neighed 
3r four times, but in Ho differci^f a eiJeoce, th at^^ 
)ft began to think he was ipeakiag to i^mielf ^H^H 
anguage of his own. ^^^^B 

lile he and 1 wert? thus employed, another horfr ^ 
jp ; who applying him!clf to the firft in a very for*^ 
lanner, they gently ftruck each other*s riglit litoot' 
i neighing leveral times by turns, and varyni^r tl t^ 
whkb: teenied to be almoib articukt;:^ 1 U<^^i 



I 



proportionable degree of reafon, they mu 
wiieil jTco;ile upoi» earth. This thougl 
much co'iitbrt, that I rtfolvcd to go h: 
could di!covt r ibme houie or village, or 
of the natives, leaving the two horfes to 
ther as they plea led. But the firll, who 
grey, ohlerving me to ileal off, neighed 
exprclTlvc a tone, that I fancied myfelf 
what he meant; whereupon I turned b. 
near him to expcfc his farther commands^ 
my fsir as much as I could ; for I begai 
pain, how this adventure might terminate 
er will eafily bchevc^ I did not much like 
tuation. 

The two liorfes came up cloie to me. 
great earnertnefs upon my fjce and ban 
ftecd rubbed my hat all round with his r 
and difcompored it io much^ that I was i 
it better, by taking it oiF and fettling it ? 
both he and his companion (who was bi 
peared to be much furprilcd,- the latter 
of my coat, and finding it to bang loofe 
both looked with new figns of wonder, 
right hand, fceming to aJsiire the foftn! 
hut he fqueezed it fo hard between hii 

naffprn. thnf \ was fbrrpH fn rnar ? nfi 
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thiis metamorphoicd themfclves upon fome defign, and, 
feeing a (Granger la the way, refolved to divert themfelves 
with him; or^Thaps were really amazed at the fight of 
a man To very different in habit, feature, and complex- 
ion, from thclfe who might probably live in lb remote a 
ch'mate. Upon the ftrength of this reafbning, I ventured 
to addrcfs them in the following manner : gentlemen, if 
you be conjurers, as I have good caufe to bejieve, yoii 
can underftcind any language ; therefore I make bold to 
Jet your worfliips know, that 1 am a poor dillreffed En- 
glifh-man, driven by his misfortunes upon your co.^ft, and 
I intreat one of you to let me ride upon his back, as if 
he were a real horfe, to Ibmc houle or village, where I 
can be relieved. In return of which favour 1 will make 
you a prelent of this knife and bracelet (taking them out 
of my pocket). The two creatures Hood filent while I 
fp)ke, feeming to liften with great attention ; and when 
J had ended, they neighed frccjuesitly towards each o- 
thcr, as if ihey were engaged in fcirious converlation. I 
plainly obferved, that iheir language ex preiled the paJfi- 
ons very well, and the words might with little pains be 
refolved into an alphabet moreeafily than the Chinelc. 

I could frequently dillingui/h the word yahoOy which 
was repeated by each of them feveral times; and although 
it was impollible for me to conje<5turc what it meant, yet, 
while the two horfes werv* bufy in converfation, I endea- 
voured to pradile this word upon my tongue \ and ai 
foon as they were fiient, I l.oldly pronounced yahoo in a 
loud voice, imitating at the fime time, as near as I could, 
the neighing of a hoHe ; at wliich they were both vifibly 
iurprifed, and the grey repeated the fame word twice, as 
ifhejneant to teach me the right accent, wherein I fpokc 
after him as well as I could, and found inyfelf perceivably 
to improve every tiuic, though very far from any degree 
of j^rledtlon. Then the bjy tried me with a fecond word 
mucii harder to be pronounced ; but, reducing it to the 
Englifh orthography, may he fpelt thus, Houyhnhnm. I 
did not fucceed in th's To well as the former ; but after 
Iwo or three farther tridls, \ had belter fort Line; and they 
both appeared atmzed at my cap.icity. 

After fomc farther diiLourfe, whicli I then conjtflur- 
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ed might relate to me, the two friends.took their leaio 
U'ith the fame compliment oF flriking £acb other's boof; , 
and the grey made me figns xhat 1 (hould -.walk bcfixe j 
him ; when in I thought it prudent to comply,.tiil I cooU 
6nd a better diredlor. When I offered to flackcD of 
pace, he would cry hkuun^ khutui ; I gueffed hismcaningi 
and gave him to uiidcrltaDd, as well aslcouldy thatlm 
ueary, and not able to wallcFafterj upon .which be wouU 
ftdnd a while to let me reib 



CHAP. n. 

The author conduced by a Houyhnhnm to hts M* 
The houfe dcfcrihed, Tktf author s receptm- ft 
food of the Houyhnhnms. The author in diftnfs fr 
-Mil /it of 7Meiitj is at I^ relieved* Mis inannff J 
feeding in that country^ 

HAVING travelled Jibout three miles, wc.camett 
a long kind of building, made of timber (luck Id tfac 
ground, and wattled a-crofs; the roof was low, and w 
vcred with ilraw. I now began to be a little comfortoij 
and took out fome toys, which travellers ulually can] 
for prefents to tliC favage Indians.of America audotlM 
parts, in hopes the people of the. houie would betheiA 
encouraged to receive me kindly- The horfe made me 
fifjn to go in (irfl ; it was a. large room with a fmooth di 
floor, and a rack and manger, extending the wW 
length on one fide. There were three nags, and t« 
mares, not eating, but Ibme of them fitting down np 
their hams, which I very much wondered at^ but woi 
dered more to Ice the reft employed in domeflic bufinel 
thefe (eemed but ordinary cattle : however this confiriD 
my firft opinion, that a people, who could fo far dvi^ 
bryte animals, rnuft needs excel in wifdom all the natk 
of the world. The grey came in juft after, and there 
prevented any ill treatment which the others might h< 
given me. He neighed to theni feveral times in a ftile 
•atithority, and received anfwers, 

Keyond this room tlitre were three others reaching ' 
lengtfi of the Louie, to wliich you pafied t4)rough ih 

doc 
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s, oppofite to each other, in the manner of a vifla ; 
went through the fei ond room towards the third ; 
the grey walked in &ri\, beckoning me to attend : I 
:ed in the lecond room, and got ready my prefents 
:he mailer and miftrefs of the houfe : they were two 
es, three bracelets of falfe pearl, a fmall iooking-glafsy 
a be^- necklace. The horfe neighed three or four 
ia, and I waited to hear fome aniwers in a human 
e, but I heard no other returns than in the fame di- 
t, only one or two a little fhriller than his, I began 
hink, that this houfe mufi belong to ibme pcribn of 
Lt note among tliem, becauie there appeared fo much 
mony before 1 could gain admittance. But, that a 
I of quality (hould be ferved all by horfcs, was be* 
d my comprehenfjun. I feared my brain was diflurb- 
by my fuHerings and mietbrtunes : I routed myfclf, 
looked about me in the room, where I was left alone; 
was furnifhed like the firfl, only after a moi*e elegant 
iQcr. I rubbed my eyes often, but the fame objc^s 
occurred. I pinched my arms and (ides to awake 
el^ hoping I might be in a dream. I then abfolutc- 
oncluded, that ali tl^efc appearances could be nothin^r 
but necromancy and magic. But I had no time to 
iue thefe refledliens; fur the grey horie came to tlie 
r, and made me a fign to follow him Into the third 
n ; where I faw a very comely mare, together with 
»lt and fble, fitting on their haunches upon matts of 
w, not unartfuUy made and perfedlly neat and clean* 
The mare loon after my entrance rofe from her matt, 
coming -up clofe, after having nicely obferved my 
it and face, gave me a moft contemptuous look; thea 
ling to the horfe, I heard the word j^ahoo often re- 
:ed betwixt them ; the meaning of which word I could 
then comprehend, although it was the firfl I had 
ned to pronounce ; but 1 was foon better informed to 
everlafting mortification : for the horfe beckoning to 
with his head, and repeating the word hhtmn, hhunUy 
e did upon the road, which I underflood was to at- 
t him, led me out into a kind oF court, where was a* 
ler building at fbme didance from the houfe. Here 
entered, and I faw three of ihofedettflable creaturttj 
ch I firfl met after my landingi feeding u^oa icmW 
^OL. IV. U ^^^ 
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and the dcdi of fomc animals^ which I afterwards foond 
to l-e chat of allcs and dogs^ and row and thenacov 
dc.id by .iccidint or difeale. They were all tied by the 
neck with Iciong wyths faftened to a l)cam ; they k\i 
their food httwcen the claws of their fore-feet, and tore 
it with their teeth. 

The hmIUt horfe ordered a fbrrtl nag, oncofhisfcr- 
vancs, to u.iiic the hrgefl of ihcie animals, and takebin 
into the yard. The beaft and I were brought dofe to- 
gcilicr ; and our countenances diligently compared both 
by inatlcr and iervant, who thei-eiipon repeated fevml 
liniesi the woi^jiihoo. My horror and aftoniflimeDt arc 
not to he dcHribud, when I obfcrved in this abomioaUe 
animal a p^rkcl human figure : the face of it indeed wai 
Hat and hroad, th.e nofc depreflcd, the lips large, acd 
the mouth wide : but tliefe differences arecpmmoDtoaU 
iiVdpc nations, where the lineaments of the countenance 
are diltorted hy the natives fufifering their infants to Be 
grovel li;ig on the earth, or by carrying them onthnr 
backs iiu/./Jing with their face againH* the mother's (bould- 
er*. The forc-fcet of ihejahoo differed from my handi 
in nothing el >e, but the length of the nails, thecoaHc" 
nefs and brownnefs of the palms, and the hairinefs on the 
bilks. There was the fame refemblance between oar 
fjct, with the fime difFerences, which I knew vcrywdlj 
though the horics did not, becaufe of my fhoes and ftock- 
ini^s ; liie fime in every part of our bodies, except as to 
liairiucfs and colour, vihich I have already delcribed. 

The great difficulty, that fcemcd to flick with the tva 
horfes, was, to fee the reft of my body (b very diferflii 
from that of a yahoo, for which I was obliged to ra] 
cloiths, whereof they had no conception. The font 
nag ofTtTcd me a root, which lie held (after their manntf 
as we (lull dcfcril>e in its proper place) between his hot 
and pddern : I took it in my hand, and having fnelt 
returned it to him again as civilly as I could. H 
brought out of the yaf)oo\ kennel a p'ece of afs's flefl 
but it fmelt dy off nCvL-ly, tliat I returned from it wit 
loathing; he then threw it to thcjn/:cOf by whom it w 
greedily devoured *• He afterwards flicwcd nie a whi 

• '\^nioevcr is dU'yidcd v*aVv xU* v^'^-^w of a 3',//«, weo 
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iiay and a fetlock full of oats ; but 1 (hook my head 
ignify, that ndthcr of thele were food for me. And 
sed I now apprehended, tluit I- mud abfolutcly ftarve, 
did not get to ibme of my own fpccits; tor as to 
fe iilthy yahoos, although there were few greater lo» 
B of mankuid at that time, than mylelf ; yet I con- 
> I never faw any ftnfitive being fo detellable on all ac* 
nts ; and the more I came near them, the more hate» 
they grew, while I (layed in that country. Thii the 
ftcr«horle oblervcd by my behaviour, and therefore 
t t\iit yahoo back to his kennel. He then put his fore- 
>fiohis mouth, at which I was much furprifed, aN 
ugh he did with eait*, and with a motion that appear- 
pcrfeftly natural ; and made other figns to know what 
^ould eat ; but I could not return him fuch an anfwer 
be was abk t6 apprehend ; and if he had undcrftood 
» I did not fee hqw it was poHlble to contrive any way 
finding myfelf nourifhment. While we were thus en- 
gcd, I oblerved a cow pafling by j wl»ereupot\J[ point- 
to her, and^exprefltd a defire to i\o and milk her; 
u« had its effeft ; for he led me back into the hou!e, 
i ordered a mare-fervant to open a room, where a 
^d (lore of milk lay in earthen and wooden velTels after 
rcry order! v and cleanly manner. She gave me a large 
wl-full, ot which 1 drank very heartily, and found my- 
f well rcfrefhed. 

About noon I faw coming towards the houfe a kind of 
Ijiclc drawn like a fledge by four yahoos.- There was 
it an old fteed, wl o Teemed to be quality ; he a* 
hted with his hind- feet forward, having by accident 
C a hurt ip his left fore-foot. He came to dine with 
rliorfc, who received him with grent civility. They 
led in the bed room, and hid oats boiled in milk for 
e lecond courfe, which the old horfe eat warm, but 
5 reft cold. Their mangers were plated circular ia 
B middle of the room, and divided into feveral partlri- 

wcit to reflet, that it becomes his oi\'n in* exaO proportion ag 
deviates from virtue, fur virtue is the perfc£Uon of reafon. 
)c appetites of thoie ahaodoned to vice, are not kfs brut;)! and 
did than that of a jahoo for ades flcih ; nor is their life a (lateof 
'» abjcil fcrviiiiy. Hffwkef 



1^34 GULLIVER'^ TRAVELS; Fart 

onsy round which they fat on their haunches upon I 
of (braw. In the middle was a large rack^ with ai 
aniwering to every partition of the manger.. So 
each horle and mare eat their own hay> and their 
ma(h of oats and milk» with much decency and re^ 
xity. The behaviour of the young colt and fole apj 
ed very moded ; and that ef the mafter and midreii 
tremely chearful and complaifant to then- gueft. 
grey ordered me to (land by him ; and much diic< 
pa(u:d between him and his friend concerning me^ 
found by the Granger's often looking at me^: and the 
quent repetition of the word ydhod* 

I happened ta wear my gloves, which the mafter- 
obfcrving, feemed perplexed, dilcovering (igns of wo 
what I had done ta my fore-feet ; be put bis hoof i 
or four times to them, as if he would fignify, tl 
(hould reduce tliem to their former (hape, which I 
fently did, pulling ofFboth my gloves, and putting f 
into nivpocket. This occafioned farther talk,, and I 
the company was pleafed with my behaviour, where 
ibon Ibuud the good effeAs. I was ordered to Ipcal 
. few words I underllood ; and while they were at die 
the niafler taught me names for oats, milk, fire, 
ler, and fome others v which i^ could readily prono 
after him, having from my youth a great facility in le 
jng languages* 

Wl:cn dinner was done, the mafter-horfe took n: 
£de, and by (igns and words made me undcrftand 
concern he was in, that I had nothing to eat. Oa 
. ;*lk€*ir tongue are called hiunnh. This word Lpronoai 
two or three times ; for although V had refilled t 
.at firfty yet upon iecond thoughts- I confidered>. th 
could contrive to make of them a kind of bread, w 
might be fufficient with milk to keep me alive, till I ci 
make my efcape to fome other country, and to creat 
of my own fpecies* The horfe immediately order< 
white mare- fervent of his family to bring me a g 
quantity of oats in a fort of wooden tray. Thefe I h< 
ed before the (ire, as well as I could, and rubbed tl 
till the hulks came oflf^ which I made a fhift to winr 
fr6m the grain ; I ground and beat them between I 
/toacs, then cook wattr^ aud maii« iVk^ixw lato a paftc 
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ke^ which I toafted at the fire^ and eat warm with 
Ik. It was at firft a very infipid diet^ though common 
ough m many parts ,oF £urope^ but grew tolerable by 
ne ; and having been often reduced to hard fare in my 
r, this was not the firft experiment 1 had made^ bow 
lily nature is fatisfied. And I cannot but obftrve, that 
lever had one hour's Gcknefs while I (laid in this ifland. 
is true, I. ibmetimes made a (hift to catch a rabbit, 
bird, by (prin&es made of jahoo*s hairs ; and I often 
tbered wholelome herbs, which I boiled or eat as 
ads with my bread i and now and then, (or a rarity, 
nadea little butter, and drank the whey. I was at 
I at a great lofs i'or fait i but cuftom foon reconciled 
; to the want of it ; and I am confident, that the ^e- 
eot u(e of (alt among us is an effedl of luxury, and was 
I introduced only as a provocative to drink ; except 
lerc it is necedary for prelerving of fieih in long voy- 
et, or in places remote from great markets. For we 
(erve no animal to be fond of it but man : and as to- 
ftclff when I left this country, it was a great while be* 
« I could endure the tade of it in any thing that I eat« • 
Tins is enough to fay uoon the fubjeA of my diet, . 
XKwith other travellers (ill their books, as if the read* 
I were per(bnally concerned, whether we fare well or" 
« However it was necedary to mention thi9 matter^ 
^ the world (hould think it impofTiblet that I kould find 
ftcnance for three years in fuch a country^ and amon^ 
ch inhabitants. 

When it grew towards evening, the- mafter-hoHc or- 
rrcd a place for me to lodge in ; it was but fix yards 
on the houie, and (eparated from' the (table of the 
iioo/« Here I got fome (lfaw>« and covering myfelf 
itb my own cloaths, flep^ very (ound. But I was in a 
iort time better accommodated, as the reader (hall know 
aeafcer, when I come to treat more particularly about 
jf.way oFliviDg. 
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C H A P. III. 

The anihor fiudious to Itarn the iangtiage! ih- 

Houylinhiim, his fn/ijter, affifh hi teaching hint' 7Ai 

Jtiftj^teage d<^Jcrihed, Several Houyhnbnms of fuaiii} 

' eame ont cj curiofity to fee the author^ He givtib 

VLiJier ajhort account of his voyage^ 

MY princip.il endeavour was to learn tbe langoagei. 
wi.ich my iiiafter (for To I fhall henceFortb all 
him) and Lis children, and every (ervant of his houit 
were Jclii-ODs to teach me. For they looked upoDit a 
a prodigy, that a brute animal (hould dilcover fuch maikl 
of a rational ci cature, . I pointcrd to every tliingi aod en- 
ijuired the name of it, which 1 wrote down in royj«i* 
f>al hook when I was alone, and corrected my bad accent 
by dcliring thole of the family to pronounce it often. Ifl 
t!ils employment a forrei nag^ one of the under-ltrvaotfj 
was very ready to affift me. 

In fpeakiiig they pronounce through the nole ao^ 
thro.it, and their language approaches neareil to li« 
High-Dutth or German, of any I know in Europe; bol 
is much more graceful and lignificant. The emperoi 
Charles V. made almoll the fame obfervation, whcnhi 
£<id, that if he were to fpeak to his^horfe, it (hould be ii 
lii^h- Dutch. 

The curiofity and impatience of my mafter were fi 
great, . that he fpcnt many hours of his leifure to inftiol 
me. He was convinced (as hciifteruards told me) iha 
I mufl be a/*/c(?; but my te chabienels, ci\ility, an 
cleanlincfs, uftouilhcd hiui ; which were qualities altogJ 
tber opj;o(icc to thole animals. He was moft perplex! 
about iny cloaths, reafoning (bmetimes with himfel 
whether thty were a part of my body ; for I never pu 
lv!«l them o.Ttill the family were afltep, and ^ot them < 
btf jre ihey waked in the morning. Aly mafter wr.s eag 
to learn fiom whence I came j how I acquired thofe a 
pcarances of re^fon, which I difcovercd in all my a^ 
ons ; and to know my ftory from my own mouthj wlii 
ij?. ijoped he IliouVd Voou doi \>^ U\<i ^reat proficient) 
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made in learning and pronouncing their words and (enten* 
c€8. To help my memory, Iformcd all I .learned in* 
to the Englifh alphabet, and writ the words down with 
the tranflations. This lad after fome time I ventured to 
4o in my mafterV prefence. It coil me. much trouble to 
explain to him what I. was doing: For* the inhabitants have 
not the lead idea of books or literature. . 

In about ten weeks time I was able to underftand mod 
of bis quefti^s ; and ia three, months could, give him 
fome tolerable anfwers. He was extreinely cuiious to 
know from what part of the country I came^ and how I~ 
was taught to imitate a rational creature ; becaufe the^-tf- 
kpos (whom he faw I^exa^ly refembled in my head, 
hands, and face, that were only vifible) with Ibme ap- 
pearance of cunning,. and the (Ironged difpotion to mif- 
cbiei> were obferved to be the moft unteachable of all 
brates* I anfwercd that I came oyer the fea from a far 
place, with many others of my own kind^ in a great hol- 
low veliel made of the bodies of trees ; that my compa- 
fibns forced me to land on this coafl, and then left me 
tolhiftfor rnyfelf- It.wa»with fome difficulty, and by 
the help of many figns,.that I brought him tounderftand 
me. He replied, j^at I mud: needs be midaken, or that 
I /aid the thing w/mh. was not (for they have no word 
in their language to exprefs lying or faUbood). He knew 
it was impoHible, that there could be a country beyonj 
the (ea, or that a parcel of brutes could move a wooden 
veliel whither they pleaied upon water. He was fure no 
Houyhnhnm alive could make fuch a veflcl, nor would 
Xt^^ yahoos to manage it. 

The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue Cgnifies a horfe-^ , 
and in its etymology, the perfection of nature. I told 
my mader that I was at a lois for ex predion,- but would 
improve as fad as I could ; and hoped in a fhort lime I 
(hould be able to tell him wonders : he was pleaied to di- 
re^ his own mare, his colt and fole^ and the Icrvauts of 
the family, to take all opportunities of inftrurting me ; 
and every day for two or three hours he was at the fame 
pains himfelf : feveral horles and mares of quality in the- 
neighbourhood came often to our houfe, upon the report 
ipread of a wonderful yahoo that could fpeak like a 
Houyhohnm, uad ik^m^d in hU woTd^ %\^ ^Qctfyc& vo ^\^« 
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cover fome glimmerings of reaibn. Thde delighted to^ 
coiiverie widi me ; they put many queftions, and receiv- 
ed ibch anfwers as 1 was able to return, fiy all tbefe sd* 
vantages I made Co great a progretii that in fivemootiii 
from my arrival luiiderftood whatever was fpoken, ifld 
could exprefs mylelf tolerably well. 

The Houyhnhnres who came to vifit my mailer) oat of 
a defign of feeing. Aod talking with me> could hardly b» 
lieve me to be a right^y^^^o^ becaute my body bad a di^ 
fereat covering from others of my kind. Tney were f 
ftoniflieJ to obferve me without the- ufual hair or HdB) 
except on my head, face, and hands j but Hifcoveicd 
th.it lecret to my m ider upon aa accident, Avhkbhappcfl* 
ed about a fortnight before. 

I have already told the reader, that every nigbt^wbtt' 
the family were gone to bed, it was my ciilom to ftripf 
and cover myfelf wkh my cloaths: it happened one mom* 
ing early, that my mafter Tent for me by the (bnelDag^ 
who was his \alet ; when he came, I was faft aliecp) 
my do ichs had fallen off on one fide, and my Hurt aboii 
my waid. 1 awaked at the noife be made, and obfenrcd 
him to deliver his meflage in fome difbrder ; after wbiil 
he went to my mafter, and in a gr^ fright gave bio i 
very conFufed account^ of what be nad feen < this I pK< 
iently dilcovered ; for- going as (boa as I was dreiiedtt 
pay my attendance upon his honour^ be aiked me tb 
meaning of what his iervant had reported;: that l«i 
not the fame thing vihen I ^ept, as I -appeared tobea 
other times ; that his valet amired him, Ibmc part of o 
was white, fome yellow, at leaft not fo white, and fttf 
brow n 

I had hitherto concealed the iecret of- my dre&ino 
der to di{lin8[i]ifli myfelf, as much as podible, from tb 
curfcd race o( yahoos ; but now I found it in vain to« 
ib any longer. Bcfides 1 confidcred, that my cloaths ai 
(h')es would foon wear out> which already were b a ( 
dining condition,, and muit be fupplied by fome coot 
vance froii the hides ofyahooTf or other brutes ; -when 
the whole fecret would be known : I therefore told i 
mafter, that in the country from whence I canne, thofc 
my kind always covered their bodies with the hairs 
certain animah prepnT^d Vj ^cti^ ^% veil for decency, 
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Old the iDclemencies of air both hot and cold ; of 
f, 88 to my own perfon^ I would give him immedi- 
nvi^bn, if he pleafed to command me ; only dedr- 
i excufe, if I did not expofe thole parts that nature 
: us conceal. He faid my diicourle was all very 
*i but elpeciaily the laft part ; for he eould not un- 
id, why nature fhould teach us to- conceal what 

had given : that neichei* bimfelf nor family were 
td of any parts of their bodies ; but however I 

do as I pleafed. Whereupon I firft unbuttoned 
at, and pulled it off. I did the(ame\vith my waiih- 

I drew off my (hoes, (lockings, and breeches. I 

Hiirt down to my waift, and drew up the bottonr, 
ng it like a gh-dle about my middle to hide my. 

mafter obferved the whole performanee with great: 
if CQriofity and admiration. He took up all my 
s in his paftern^ one piece after another, and exa- 
them diligently ; be then ftroaked my body very 
, and looked round mp ieveral tiroes, after which 
I, it was plain I muft be a perfect yahw, but that I 
d very much from the reft of my i^ecies in the iof> 
.vhitene&> andTmoothnefs^of my han, my want of 
(everal< parts of my body, the (hape and (hortnelft 

claws behind and before, and my affectation cff 
igcoutinually on my two hinder feet. He defired 
no more ; and gave me leave to put dn my cloatbi 

for I was fhuddcring with cold. ** 

prefled my utieadtieis at his giving me fo often the 
ition oi yaho^i a^, odious animal, for which I had 
r an hatred and-contempt : Lbegged4ie would for* 
pplying that word to me, and t2Ee the fame order 
hamlLy, and' among his friends, whom be fufli&red 
me. Irequefted iikewife, that the fecret of my 
; a falie covering to my body might be known to 
mt hiroielf, at leaft as long as my preient doathine 
laft ; for as to what the ibrrel Bag hb valet had 
ed, his honour mightscommmand'bim to conceal \U 
this my mafter very gracioufly conlented to, and 
le fecret was kept till my cloaths began to wear 
hich I was forced to fupply by (everal contrivances, 
tail hereafter be meotioaed • La tLt. m^^^ \.>vBft> ^ 
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dcfircd I would go on with my utmofVdilligeDcetoIean 
their lingua^, hcciiufe he was more a(loni(hed at myca- 
p.itity tor rpeL*ch and reafoiiy than at the figure of my 
bjJy, whether it were covered or do; adding, ihatbe 
waited with ib:iie impatience to hear the wonders, wfaid 
I promilrd to tell him, 

Fro.n tlience torward he doubled the pains be bad bed 
at to inilruct mc ; he brought me iuto all companvj aoJ 
made them treat mc with civility^ becauie, aslietoM 
them privately, this would put me into good humour, lai 
make me mor-; diverting. 

Every d^y, when I waited on him^ beCde the troubk 
he was at iu teiching, he would a(k me ieveral queftira 
toncerninji mylllf, which I anCwereJ as well asicouli 
anil by tlic!c m^ans he hid already received fome geocn 
idejs^ though very impeiie^; It would be tediouit 
rcl \te the leveral fteps, by which I advanced to a mor 
regular converlation : but the firft account I gaveof0|| 
ielt in any order and length was to this pur})ole : 

That I came fiom a. very far country, -as I already hi 
atte-npted to tell hisn, with about fifty more of my o« 
fpecies j that we travelled upon the leas in a gicatho 
low ve/Fcl rn.ide of wood, and larger than-hia hoooin 
houle. I deluil.ed the (hip to him in the bell tcro'J 
could, and explained by the helpof nvy han^kerthieFui 
pi lyed, liovv it was driven forward by the wind. Th 
upon a cji rrel among us I was fct on ih'oreon this coi; 
whore I w liked forward, without knowing whether,! 
he <le live red me fron the perfcculion of thole execrat 
yiihtoi. He alkcd me, who made the (hip, and how 
was poiliblc that the Houyhnhnms of my country ^iw 
le-rvc it to the management of brutes \ My arifwcr w 
that I durfl proceed no farther in my relation, uiilcf? 
would give me his word and honour that he would i 
be ofFendiJ, and then I would tell him the wrndei 
had lb often promifed. He agreed ; and I vert on 
aifaring him, that the (hip was made by creatures) 
myielf, who in all the countries I had travciUd, as w 
as in my own, were the only governing, r.itionila 
mals ? and that upon my arrival hither I wus asm: 
allonifhed to fee the Houyhnhnms a^^ like r.uional 
ings^ as he or his fiiends could be in finding Ibice ma 
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1 in a creature he was pleafed to call a yahoo ; to 
owned my refemblance in every part^ but could 
Hint for their degenerate and brutal 'nature. I 
her, that if good fortmie ever reftorccJ me to my 
ountry to relate my travels hither, as I refolve^ 
every body would believe, that Ifaid the thiftg 
as not ; that I invented the ftory out of my own 
.nd (with all podible rcfpedt to hm-^iiM,- his fami- . 
friends, and under his promile iif not being of* 
our countrymen would hardly think it probable, 
louyhnhnm fhould be the preilding creature of a 
and 2L yahoo the brute, 

CHAP. IV. 

luyhnhnms notion of truth and faljhood. The 
r*s d'tfcourfe difapproved by his mat, er The au* 
gives a more particular account of himfelff and 
ccidents of his voyage, 

mJiftcr heard me with great appearance| of un- 
eJifioeifc in his countenance ; becauie dcnbti?ig iyc 
'^evingt are fo little known in this country, that 
ibitants cannot tell how to behavethemfclves un-- 
h circumftinces. And I remember, in frequent 
es with my maftcr concerning the nature of man- 
other parts of tlie world, having occdfion to talk 
7 and ffJfe reprefentation^ it was with much di- 
that he comprehended whit I meant ; although 
otherwife a mod acute judgment. For he argued 
:hat the ufc of fpeech was to make us underft.md 
)ther, and to receive information of farts ; now, 
me (aid the thing which ivas not, thefe ends were 
d ; hecaufe I cinnot properly he i'aid to underftand 
nd I am fo far from reccfiving information, that he 
me worfe than in ignorance ; for I am led to be* 
thiiiR bfiick when it is white, and J/?ort when it is 
And ihefe were all the notions he had concerning 
Lulty of /)/'A^, fo perfectly well undeiftood, and 
evfilly pr.u'tited, among hum?n creatures, 
return ^rom ih/s digrcffion ; wV^u \ aiV^cWt^ ^^^. 
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tbcyJyoos were the ocly goveining animals in my couotr 
vhichy my mafter (aid, was altogether paft bis concep 
OS 9 lie deGrcd to know, whether we had Houyhnhu 
among us, and what was their enuiloyment : I told bu 
we had great numhen ; that in fiunmer they grazed 
the fields, and in winter were kept in houles with h 
and ojtSy where /ir^ctf-iervants were employed tor 
their (kios fiiooth, comb thdr manes, pick their fe 
ierve them with food, and make their heds. I uDd< 
(land you well, faid my mafter ; it is now very plain fix 
all you have fpoken, that whatever fliare 4» reaioo I 
jjhoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms are your maften i 
heartily wiih our jahocJ would be lb tradtable. I bcgg 
his honour would pleafe to excufe me from proceedi 
any farther, becauie 1 was very certain that the accou 
he expedled from me would be highly difpleafing. fi 
he umfled in commanc^Qg me to let him know the b 
and the-worft : 1 told lum he (faould be obeyed. I on 
ed, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom we call 
horfcsy were the mofl generous and comely animal \ 
had; that they excel IHl in ftrength and fwiftnels; a 
when they belonged to perlbns ot quality, wcr^ emplo 
ed in travelling, racing, or drawing chariots, they w( 
treated with much kindoefs and care, till they fell in 
dileafes, or became foandered in the feet ; but then th 
were fold, and u(ed to all kind o^ drudgery, till tb 
died ; after which their (kins were (tripped, and (old ( 
what they were worthy and tl>eir bodies left to^ d 
voured by dogs and birds of prey. But the 4:omnK 
race of hor(es had not lb good fortune, being kept 1 
farmers and carriers and other mean ()eople who put tbc 
to great labour, and fed them worle. I defcribed, as W( 
as I could, our way of riding ; the fhape and nfe ol 
bridle, a faddle, a fpur, and a whip ; of harnels ai 
wheels. I added, that we faftencd plates of a certa 
hard fubdaiKre, called '7ro/r, at the bottom of their fe< 
to preferve their hoofs from l>eing broken by the ftoi 
ways, on whk:h we often travelled. 

My mafter, after fome expredions of great indi 
Jiation, wondered how we dared to venture upOD 
Houyhnhnm*s back ; for he was fure that the wcaki 
fcrvaat in his houfe ^ou\db& ^VAt vo 0\^kfi offlhs ftron 
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'^ yahoo ; or by lying dv.wn, and rolling on liis back, 
4iiceze the brute 10 death. 1 aniwered, that our hor es 
ifere trained up From three or Four jears old to t e Ic ve- 
il ufes we intended them for; that^ ifany oF them pro v« 
d intolerably vicious, they were employed For carruj»es ; 
fiat they were leverely beaten, wliile they were yt un^r, 
>r any miichievous tricks ; that the males driigntd For 
le common ufe of riding or di aught, wtre generally ca» 
rated about two ^ears aFter thtir birth, to take d^w a 
teir Fpiriis and make them more feme and gentle ; that 
\ey were indeed ienfible oF rcnvaj-as and puniilimenis ; 
jt hiai honour would pleale to confidei-, that they had not 
>e leaft tindure oFreafon, any more than the jahoos in 
us counti^. 

It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions to give 
y mailer a right idea oF what I Ipoke 5 For their lan- 
jage doth not abound in variety oF words, becaufe thiir 
ants and padions are Fewer than among us. But it is 
3po£nble to expreFs Lis noble reFentment at our Favtige 
eatment of the Houyhnhnm race ; particularly aFicr I 
id explained the manner and ule oF cujirating hories a- 
oug us, to hinder them trom propagating their kind, and 
> render them more Fervile, He Faid, iFit were poifible 
lere could be any couiitry, whttejahoos alone were en- 
ued with^reaFon, they certainly^uft be the governinjr 
aioial, l^ecauFc reaFou will in time always prevail againlt 
ratal (Irengih. But, coniideiing the Frame oFour bodie5, 
nd ^|)ecially of mine, he thought no creature oF equal 
ulk was (b ill contrived For employing that realbn in tl e 
3mmon offices oF liFe j whereupon, be defired to know, 
'hether thole, among whom I lived, relembled me or 
ic yahoos of his country. I afTured him, that 1 was as 
ell (bapcd as moft oFmy age: hut the yourger, and the 
rmales were much more (oFt and tender, and ihe fkius 
fthe latter generally as white as milk. He Ftild, I dif- 
ired indeed From other ycboosy being much more clean. 
^, ami not altogether fo deFonned ; but in point oFreal 
dvantage, he thou;;ht I differed For the worie. Th t my 
IJUs were oF no ufe cithtr to my Fore cr hinder- Feet : as 
"> f»y Fore- feet, he could not properly call them by th^t 
jine,.For he nev^crobHrvcd mc to walk upon them; that 
iev#ei;e too Foi't to bear the pro and ; that I ^^uctal'^ 
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went with them uncoverrd, lieicher was the 
Ibmetimcs woie on tbem^ of the fame (bape, 01 
as that on my feet betiind. That i could not ' 
any fccurity ; for if cither of my hinder-feet 
mud inevitably fall. He then began to find : 
other parts of my body 4 the flatneis of my fact 
mi'ience of my nofe, mine eyes placed dire^I 
Co that I could not look on cither fide witho 
my head ! thatIwasj|ot able to feed myfe 
iUtiog one of my fJttJcct to my mouth 1 and 
nature had placed thflle joints to anfwer thai 
He knew not what could be the ule of th( 
clefts and divifionfi in my feel behind ; that 1 
too ibft to bear the hardnefs and Hiarpnefs off) 
out a coveriog made from .the ()^in of forre ot 
thit my whole body wanted a fence againd 
cold, which J[ was forced to put on and off 
with tedioufnefs and trouble. ' Ai>d laftly, tl 
(crved every animal in this coiiStry naturally t( 
yahoos^ whom the weaker avo'ded, and theilrc 
from tliem. So that, (upjjoling us to have 
reafon, he could not fee how it were poflfible t 
natural antipathy^ which every creature di( 
gainfl: us 5 nor confe^i^tly how we could tan 
dcr them ferviceable.V^lHowever,' he would, 
debate the mAtter no farther, becaufe he was 
ous to know my own ftory, the country w 
born, and the leveral a^lions and events of mj 
J came hither. 

1 alDred him, how extremely .defirous I W2 
fliould be fdtisfied in every point ; but J.doul 
whether it would be polfible for me to explaii 
feveral fubjeft.s, whereof his honour fCould ha 
ception ; becaufe I faw nothing in his:COuntry 
I could refcmble them. That l:ovveverJ,w< 
bcft, and ftrive to exprels myle^f by (imilitudt 
dfflring his aflilUnce, when I wanted prof 
which he was pleafed to promife me, 
.1 fiid ,my birth was of honeft parent?, in an 
led England, which was remote from his cour 
ny d lys journey, as the ftrongtft of his honou 
could travel m the auwu^^V covixC^ of the fun j *] 
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geon» whofe trade it is to cure ivouods and 
;; body gotten by accident or violence : That 
y was governed by a female man, whom we 
ten : Tliat I left it to get riches, whereby f 
ntain myfclFand family when I fhoiild return ; 
y lait voyage I was commander of the fliip, and 
^t'ty j^ahooj under me, many of whiih died at 
was forced to fupply them by others picked 
£:veral nations : That our (hip was tviice in 
beings funk ; the firfl time by a great (lorn^, 
ond by (Iriking againil a rock. Here my mailer 
by afking me, how I could perfuade itrdngers 
::rent countries to venture with me, afttr the 
i full lined, and the hazards 1 had run. I faid, 
fellows of dtfperale fortunes, forced to fly 
l.tces of their birth on account of their povcity 
imes. Some .were undone by lawlliiis; o- 
t all they had in drinking, whoi*!l)g, and ga-' 
lers ftfcd fof trealbn ; many for murder, theft, 
robbtry, perjury, forgery, coining falle money,. 
:ting rapes or fodomy ; for flying, from their 
r dderting to the enemy ; and ir.oll of them 
1 prKbn ; none of tiiefe durlt* return to their 
I tries for fear of being hanged. Or- of ftarving 
inJ therefore they ^^laie unckra ueccdity or 
ivelihood iu other placet; 
this difcourle, my mafter was pleafeid to inter- 
^cral times-, I- had made ufe of many circum- 
1 defcribing to hivn the nature of the leveral 
• which moil of our crew had been forced to 
80 try.. This labour took up feveral days con- 
>efore he was able to comprefiend me. He 
yr at a lofs to know,, what could be the ufe or' 
fpraftifing. thole vices; To clear up which, I 
id to give him fooie ideas of the defire of 
lichcs; of the terrible effefts of lull, intempe- 
icc, and envy^» All this I was forced to define 
bo by putting OE»(i« and making fuppofition?. 
h, like one whole imagination was (Iruck villi 
never feen or heard of before, he would lift up 
th amazement and indignation. Power, go- 
war, law, pur/ulimynt, and a thoufand other 
X 2. iXiva^ 
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ihinps had no terms, wherein that language cou 
t icn ; which made the di/Eculty alinofl infup 
l\'\'c my malter any comeption cf what I mea 
being oKan escelleoc undcrflandiug, much imp 
concenipl<ici(in and coiwcrfe^ he at lafl arrived 
p.'tcDC knnwldi^ge of what human nature iu oi 
tho world incapable to perform^ and defired 1 v 
him foii.e particular account ot'that I nd, whh 
£uro;e; but li^uc ctly o. my owd country. 



CHAP. V. 

Tht authcry at his mafier^s commands^ iufir 
the JUte of England The caufes of ntiur , 
fr'mces of Europe^ Tbe^ author beghjs to e: 
EjigtiJ}} ^ufi'itution* 

1^ H E reader may pleafe to obfcrve, that tf 
ing extra^ of mauy coaverfaiions I had 
oiaflcr, contains a lUmmary < f the moft matcr^ 
wh'ch wue difcourieJ on at feverai tii^es for a 
y^ais \ h^s honour often defiring llillc/r fatbla^ 
farther impioved in the Houybohnm tongue, 
fore him, as well as I couJd, the whole llate o 
I dilcouricd of trade and manufafturei, ef arts < 
ics; and the anfwcrs 1 gave to all the quefiioni 
rs they aro(c upon fever a I (libjcAis, wcrtf a fund 
vcrLtion not to be exhaullcd. But Tfiiall-herc 
(losvn the fubllaDceof what pafled between, us a 
my own country, reducing it into order as well 
without any regard ta time or other ciieu.nftaoc 
I (lri(fUy adhere to truth. My only concern is 
fli'ill hardly be able to do juuice to my maftei 
nicutg and cxpreflions, which muft needs ^vSSk 
want oF capacity, as well as by a trauflatioo 
birbarrius Englifh. 

In obeJicnce therefore to his honour's comi 
related to hhn the revolution under the Prince of 
the long war with France entered Tnto by the lati 
and renewed by I:js fucceflbr the prefcnt Qiieen^ 
tiiegreateft ^>o\vcys olf CVv\ >fiLeuviv«\ were cngij 
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b (liU contiuued: I computed, at his requeft^ that 
t a million of yahoos might have been killed in the 
e progretsof k; and perhaps a* hundred or more ci« 
akeiiy and five times as many (hips burnt or funk. 
; afked me, what were the ufual caufes or motives- 
ma^e^ one country go to war with another. 1 aB« 
d they were ioDumerable ; but I (hould only menti- 
few of the chief. Sometfmes the ambiiion of piin- 
irho tiever think- they have knd or people enough to 
n. Someiimes the cx>rruptian of miniilers, who en« 
their mailer in a war, tn order to (lifle or divert the 
»ur of the fubjedbs againft their evil adminiflration. 
cDce in opinbns hath coll many millions of lives : 
n.ince, vfhethcr fleJB be biread,ov bread hcfejh ; 
ler th'J juice of a certain berry be blood or wine * ; 
ler luhilUhtg be a vice or a virtue \ > whether it be 
■ to kifs a poftf or throw it into the fire J ; what \^ 
:(l colour fox a coaty whether blacky loh/te, red, or 
and whether it (hould be Uag orjhort, narrow or 

Jirty or cUan, with many more **. Neither are* 
ran lb furiourand bloody, or of fo long continuance,. 
>re occafioned- by di&rence in opinion, efpecially iF 
n things indifferent. 

metimes the quarrel between tWo princes id'to'de^ 
which of them fhiU difpoHeis a thiixl of his^domini-' 
where neither of thera pretend to any right. Some-' 

one prince quarrel leth with another, for fear tl.o 
^ould quarrel with him-. Sometimesr a war ii en«- 

upon becaufe the enemy is too ft rang ; and ibme* 
> beciufj he is too weak. Sometimes our neigh- 
I wajit xhtthingj which we havie, or have the things 
h we want- ; and we both fight, till they take ours,, 
ve us tlieirs*. It^ls a very ^(lifiable caule of a war^ 
Vide a country after the people have been wailed b/ 
3e, deftroyed By peftilence, or embroiled by fadlious 
3g themfelves. k b juftifieble to enter into a war a« 
\ our neared ally, when one of his towns lies conve-^ 
: for us, or a territory of laad, that would render our 

rhnfobifanidatiMi; f Cha>c!h-mulic. | KiiCngo'crofs^ 
The-' colour: add mdce c/f. fifirddiTefimiOti, and difierentf 
I of Popifll ecirlefl^ics. Ifgy/kfl 

X 3 ifsw^Uss^ 
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things had no terms, wherein that language could exprefi 
t lem i which made the di/Eculty aimofl infuperable to 
^'ve uiy ma(ter any conception o^* what I meant. But 
being of an excelleuc undcr(!andiugy mu«h improved by 
concemplacion and convcrfe, he at laft arrived at a coip* 
pv'tenc knowloclge of what human nature iu our parts of 
tho world incapable to perform^ and defired 1 would give 
him foivie particular account of that I nd, which we call 
Europe; but if]^}ic ally o. my own country. 



CHAP. V. 

nf authcry at his mafler^s cowmands^ iuformt him of 
the jUte of England The caufes of 'uiur among tot 
princes of Europe^ Tbc^autJyor begins to explain the 
Englijh ^ujiitution^ 

TH E reader may pWale to obfcrve, that the follow- 
ing^ extra^ of many coavedatlons L had with my 
oiafter,. contains a fumniary < f the moft maurfal poiutF^ 
wh'ch Wire difcourfeJ on at feverai tidies for a^ove two 
years ^ h^s honour often defiriog flill(/r fatbfa^on, asl 
farther improved in the Houybohnm tongue. \ laid be- 
fore him, as well as I could, the whole ilate of Europe^ 
I dilcourfed of trade and manufa^ures, ef arts aod (cien* 
ics; and the anfwers 1 gave to all the queftibns he nadf^ 
.ns they aro(c upon feveral (libjeAs, wcrtf a fund oPcon* 
verGtion not to be exhaullcd. But Mballhere only fet 
fa'own the fubllanceof what pafled betweeni us concernibg 
my own country^- reducing it into order as well as I can^ 
without any regard to time or other ciieu^nflances^ whilt 
I (lri(fUy adhere to truth. My only concern is, that I 
fli'ill hardly be able to do juuice to my mafterli argu^ 
nicut? and expreflions, which muft needs fiiflfer by n»y 
want of capacity, as well as by a trauflation into out 
barbar^jus Englifh. 

In obeJicnce therefore to his honour's commandsi I 
related to hhn tl.t* revolution under the Prince of Orange; 
the long war with France entered into by the laid Frince,^ 
and renewed by his fuccellbr the prefcnt Qiieen^! wherein 
tiwgrcatei^ powers of CV^iVftctLdua^ ^^'c^Je en^iged, and 
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hich (UU continued: I computed, at his requeft^ that 
K>ut a million o? yahoos might have beeii killed in the; 
hole progret* of it i and perhaps a'liuodred or more ci- 
;s taken, and five times as many (hips burnt or funk. 

He afked me, what were the ufual caufes or motives- 
at mau& one country go to war with another. I as* 
^ered they were ioDumerable ; but I (hould only menti- 
I a fbw of the chief. Sometimes the ambiiion of prin- 
«, who never think- they have knd or people enough to 
ivcrn. Someiimes the cx>rruptian of miniilersy who en« 
ige their mailer in a war, in order to (lifle or divert the 
amour of the fubjedbs againft their evil adminiflrationr 
ifierejice in opinions hath coil many millions of lives : 
r inflance, whether flejo be btead, or bread be fejh ; 
hether the juice of a certain berry be blood or wine * ; 
hether 'whijilbig be a vice or a virtue f > whether it be 
^tter to kifs a poftj or throw it into the fire % ; what \^ 
•e beft colour for a coaty whether blacky v/htte, red^ or 
'ey I and whether it (hould be loug or Jhort, narrow or 
rdV, dirty or clean, with many more **. Neither are 
ly warvfo furiourand bloody, or of fo long continuance,. 
I thofe occasioned' by di£brence in opinion^ efpecially iF 
be ID things iodiffereot. 

Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to'de«f 
de^ which of them fhill difpoileis a third of his dbmini-' 
Uf where neither of them pretead to any right. Some-' 
mes one prioce quarrel leth with another, for fear tho 
rhel^ould quarrel with him-. Sometimes a war is en-* 
Ted upon becaufe the enemy is too ftrong ; and ibme* 
mes tMxauf;: he is too weak. Sometimes our neigh* 
>urt want ihttBiugJ which we iistvie, or kavs the things 
hioh we want ; and we both fight, till they take ours, 
r give us theirsv It^is a very ^{tillable caufi; of a wary 
» invade a country after the pe^le have been wafted b/ 
mine, deflroyed By- peftilence, or embroiled by fadlions 
tioDg themfelves. k u juftifieblc to enter into a war a» 
linft: our neared ally, when one of his towns lies conve-^ 
eat for us, or a territory of laad, that wouM reader our 

* ThuifobibmiiatiMi-. f Cha>d»-mu(iCk | iCiiCng a-crofs^ 
** The- coloiir:attd mdce o€ fadrdd itefimioti, and dificrentf 
4et8 dr Pofiai ecrle0i^ics. VtyHiefi •. % 
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dominioni round- and compa^. If a prince (t^ forces 
inio a nation, where ilie people are poor and if>ooniitr 
lic may lawfully put the hilf or' thcin to dcathi and nuke 
llivcs uF the rclt, in order to dvilize aiid rtduce them 
from thtir barbarous way of living, k is a verylui^iyr 
lionourablc, and frequent pra^ice^ when one prince d^ 
fires the ailiil.ince of another to iecure liim agaiofteoiB- 
valion^ that the allilirint, M^hen he hath driven out the in- 
vader, fhould lei /.c on the dominions liiinielf, aodkillf 
impriibn, or baiiifh the prince he came to relieve. Alli- 
ance by blood, ur mai:iiigt>- is a frequent cauieof wtf 
between princes ; and the nearer the kindml is ^ 
li^rt'ater is their ciii{H)fitiun to quarrel :-j6or uatioDi0t 
hungry y and rich nai'ious zte fraud : and piideaodlitf)' 
jitr will ever be at variance. For tl.cfe rcafooii ^' 
trade of a y^/<//rr is held the moil honourable of all »• 
fhers ; becaufc a /oUier \$ ft jahoo hired to killing* 
blood as many of his own fp^ecies, who haveoevcrir 
Itnded hmi,.as polHbly he can. 

There is likewiie a- kind of beggarly princes in ^t^ 
not able to m-ike war by thcmlblves, who hire outthtf 
troops to richer nations> for fo much a day to eacbnoBJ 
of wl.ich they keep three-fourths to th cm lei ves, audita 
i);e b:(l part of their maintenaEce ;.ruch are tho(»ioi^ 
py //o;M^r/;. parts of Europe. 

What you have told, mc (faid my mnfter)^ upootk 
iiibjedl of war, does indeed ddcover mofl: admirably tb 
efTlds of that re^ifoo you pretend tx> : however it ifbai 
py that the J/fame is greater than< the danger; and tU 
jDaturo hath left you utterly incapable of doing mucli U 
chief. For, your mouths lying fkt with your facesi )' 
can hardly bite each other to any purpo(e,.un lei's by oo 
fent. Then as to th'eclaw^upofi your feeL before a 
liehind; fl.cy are fo (ho^and tender, that one of ourj 
fyoos would drive a dozen of yours before bim* A 
thercfrirc in recounting. the Dumhers of thole who b 
teen killed in battle, I cannot but thiuk you have/ 
ike ihhig which h s)bt:,\ 

I coulq not forbear (baking my head^ and fmilio{ 
little at T.is <gnoraiice. 'Afn^ being no-iiranger to tte 
of-w.ir, 1 gave him/a dcfcsipcioa of cannaDl^.culvcri 
muiqueis^ carab'm^Sy. lB>\&olt^ builetv powdpr^ (w^m 
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bayonets^ battles, fieges, retreats, attacks^ undermines^. 
oouiuennines, bombardnieuts, ita-i]giit6> (bipsiunk vvitb 
4 thouiind men, twenty tli&ulund killed on each ilde, dy- 
ing groaus} limbs %ing in the air^ rnoke, noiie, coiifu-^ 
Son^.trampling.to death under horics icet; Hight, puriuit^ 
vuftory ;. fields ftrewed wiih carcaltrs,.lfft for food to dogs^ 
and'wolvesy andbirdsof prey ;< plundering, ftripping, ra* 
viftiing, burning and deftroying. And to (et forth the 
▼alour of my own dear countrymen,. I afTurcd him, that * 
I»had (een them blow up a hundred enemies at once in a^ 
fiege, and as many in a (hip ; and heheld the dead hodies^ 
drop down in pieces from the cloud>', tatho grcat>diver-- 
fion of the fpcdl^itors *. 

I was going on to- more particulars,- when my mafler 
commanded me filence. He laid, whoever undevflood 
the nature ofjah'ooj^ might eaGly believe it poOible fur (6- 
\ile an animal to be capable of every ad^on Ihad named, 
if their (Irengch and cunning equalled their malice. Bur 
as my difcourfe had' increased his abhorrence of the whole 
^ecies, fo he found it gave him a diiiurbancein hismiud^ 

* It woiild' perhaps be impofllSIe, by the mod' laboured ar- 
goiaeot or forcible eloquence, to (hew the abfurd iiijufiice and 
horrid cruelty- of war Hb effefhialJy,- as by this (Iinple exhibition 
of them in a new light. "With H'ar, including every /pfdes of 
tniquicy and cvcrjr- arc of de(lru6tioo, we become familiar by 
^egrectt under fpecious ■ terms,', which are feidom examined, be-- 
cauie' ihey are learned at an age^ in which, the mind implicitly 
necdves and- retains whatever is impreft. Tlius it happens, 
that when one man murders another to gratify his la((, we 
Ihodder ;■ but when one man murders a million to gratify his 
▼anity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud. 
DP, when this and the precee(Ung pages are read, we difcover with 
afionifliraent- that, ^hen^tbe fame events have occurred in hi- 
(lory, we felt no emotion,, and acquiesced in wars which we couid- 
not but know ^o liave been commenced for fnch caulcs, and 
earned on by fuch means ; let not him be cenfured for too much 
debafing -his fpecies, who has contributed to t^eu* felicity and ' 
^fiecvatifui,. bj.ftripjqng o^ ^c v«U of cuftpiq siqJ prejudice, and- 
holdiog up,, in their native deformity, the vices by which they b«? 
'. W^chcd, and (he arts by wluch tke^ &rc dc(!^iy^cii. HuWjv 



2$a GULLI VER's TK A VEL& 

to which he was wholly a (Iranger beft>re. 1^ 
his ears, being ufed la llich abominable words^ 
dcgi-ecs- admit them with Ma detcftatioiw 
thojgh he hated the yahos oF this country^ 
more bUiiied them lor their odious qjiialities/ t 
Agniijyh (a bird of prey J For its cruelty^ or a 
for cuitio^' his hoof. But when a creature, 
^forei(f>n, could be capable of fuch enormirier, 
*ed, lefl the corruption of that faculty migli 
than brutality iticlf. i-S« feemed therefore 
that, iuflead of reatbn, we were only poiTcni 
^kM'ity tilted to iiicrcafe our naturab vices ; at 
tiun from a troubled Itream returns the image 
lh.ipen body, not only larger but more diflori 

He added, tlut he had lieard tea much up 
jed of war, both in this, and fome former 
There was another point, whieh a little perpl( 
preieut. I had iuformed him, that fome of oi 
their country on account of being ruined by L 
had already exphiucd the meaning of the woi 
was at a lofs how it fhould come to pals, tba 
which was intended lor every man's preftrval 
be any man*s ruin. Therefore he defired tc 
fatisBed what 1 meant by law^ and the difpCi 
of, according to the prefeut prafticc in my o^ 
becaule he thought nature and reaforr Wci 
guides for a realbnabie animal-, as we preten 
mewing us what we ought to ^o^ and what t 

I aifared his honour, that /triiy was a fcienct 
I had not much converled, further than by em 
vocatcs in vain upon ibme injudices t-hat hat 
iiie» however I would give him all the fatisf^ 
able. 

I faid, there was a fuciety of^men among 
/rom their youth in the art of proving, by wor 
t^ for the purpolc, that.w;&//e is tlack^ and.^/<8 
according as they arc paid *. To this foe 
reft of the people are flaveSk For cxaitiple^ i 

* As in every ranft conncil are fbo'cl on b6th 
imt be pretended, tbac this account is xtiucb ex:agger 
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boar hath a mind to my cow^ he hires a lawyer to prove 
that he ought to have my covf from me. I wvAX then 
hire another to defend my right ; it heing againll all rulea 
of law^ that any man (hould be allowed to fpeak for 
hini(elf. Now hi this cale 1, who am the right owner, 
lie under two great liifad vantages; fir[i, my iawyer^ be- 
ing pra^Ued almoft from his cradle in (ierendingfalfhood, 
k quite oiK of bis element, wlien he would be an advo- 
cate ibr jullice, whkh ic an annatural office^ he always* 
attempts with great aukwardnefs, if not with ilUwill. 
The Jecond diiadvantage is, that my lawyer muft pro- 
ceed with great cauiioo, or elie he will be reprimanded 
by ihc judges^ and abhorred by his brethren, as one that 
would lellen the pra^ice of the law^ And therefore I 
have but two methods to prefcrve my cmr. The €rft is, 
to gain over my adverfary's lawyer with a double fee ; 
who will then betray his client, by iufinuating that he 
hath jujtiee on his fide. The ftcond way is, for my 
lawyer to make my caufe appear as unjuft ^s he can, by 
allowhig the cow to belong to my adverfary ; and this,. 
Sh' it be lk*t Fully done, will certainly bcf'peak the fivour 
of tl'.e bench* Now your honour is to know, that thde 
itidges are perfous appointed to decide all controverde^ 
of property, as well as for the trial of criniir.als, atx} 
picked' out from the moft dexterous lawyers w^o are 
crown old or lazy ; and havhig been byafled all their, 
lives againd'truth and equity, lie under fueh a fatal ne- 
cdfity of favour.Bg Iraud, perjury, and oppreOiony that X 
have known ibnFic of them refufe a large bribe from the 
fide where jufltce lay, rather than hijurc the faculty, by 
doing any thing unbecoming their nature or their ofhce. 

It Is a maxim among tl^^ic lawyers, tiiat whatever hath 
hcen done before, may legally be done again : and there- 
fore they take ^icial care to record al) the decifions fbr« 
nerly made againft common juf^ice, and the general rea- 
fon of mankind. Thclif, under the name oi precedents^ 
they produce as authorities to juflify the moll inquitous 
opinions^ and the judges never fail of dirc<5ting accord- 
kgiy. 

in pleading, they ftudioufly avoid entering into the tf.e^ 
9tU of tbecaule ; but are loud, violent, and tedious, in 
dwelling upon all circumjlattc^ which ait ixovxo \\.fc\vx\.- 
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pofe. For indance, in the cafe already mentioned : i 
Bcver defire to know what elaim or title my advei 
hath to my cow ; b-Jt whether the ffow were ret 
hlack ; her horns long or fbort i whether the 6eUl Ig 
her ia be round or i^uAre ; whether fhe was milke 
home or abroad ; whic difeifes (he is fiibjedl to, ani 
like ; after which tKe) coofult precedents ^ adjourn 
caufe from tine to tirne> and io ten, twenty^ or tl 
yetirs come to an iiFue. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that this fodety hi 
peculiar cant and jargon of their own^ that no other i 
tal can undeiftaQd^- and wherein all their laws are ^ 
ten, which they take fpecial c^re to multiply; wbc 
they have wholly confounded the very edecce of i 
and falfhood, or right and wrong ; R> that it^vi^l 
thirty years to dc0:de, whether the field left me b] 
anceilors for (ix generat^onsy belongs to n^eor-to'ai) 
ger three huntJrod miles o£F. 

In the trial of perfjns accofed for crimes a|;%iflii 
ftate^ the method is much more fhort and commend<t 
the judge Hi (b fends to fotind the dif^olitioa oF thoi 
power, after which he can eatlly hang or faveacriai 
llri«5lly prelerving all the due forms of /aw. 

Here my mafter interposing, f id it was a pity^ 
creatures endued with fuch prodigious abilities ofn 
as thcfe /awjers, by the defcription I gave of them, 
certainly be, were not rather encouraged to be infl 
tors of others in wifdom and knowledge. In apfvi 
which I aflTured his honour, that, in all points out of 
own trade,, they were ufually the mof^ ignorant aim 
pid generation among us, the moft dtfpicable in coo 
converfation, avowed enemies to all knowledge 
learning, and eaually difpofed fo pervert the peucral 
km of mankina in every other lui>jt6i o^' diikourfc 
thai, of their own prof(^l2^^n. 



c^^?. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Jl continuation tf th^ ftate of England under Queen 
Anne. Th§ charaEier oj u Jirjl. fuinijUr of Jlute ia 
European courts. 

MY maftcr was yet wholly at a lofi to underftand, 
what motives could incite tWs raxre of lawyers to 
perplex, difquiet, and weary themfelves, and cngape in a 
confedtrrjcy of injuftice, merely for the lake of injuring 
thtir fellow- animals; neither could he comprehend what 
1 meant in faying, they did it tor hire, Whereujon I 
was at much pains to deftribe to Ivim the ufe of money ^ 
<cbe materiils it was made of, and the value of the me- 
tals; that when a yahoo had got a great ftoreof this pre- 
cious fubltance, he was able to purchafe whatever he had 
a mind to, the fincft clothing, the nobleft houfes, great 
jtradb of laivd, the nooft -coftly meats and drinks ; and . 
have his choice of the moft beautiful females Therefore, 
iincc ntoney alone was able to pei form all thefe ttats, our 
yahoos thought they .could xi&vvr have enough of it to 
4pcnd, or to lav^, as they found tl;emrclveh inclined from 
4heir natural bent either to profudon or avarice. That 
.the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man*$ labour^ 
and the latter were a thoufand to one in proportion to 
:thc former. That the bulk of our people w^re forced 
to live miferaWy, by labouring e\ery d.iy for finall w^g- 
.-cs, to m.ike a few Hve pleHtifully. I enlarged myfclf 
much on thefe and many other particulars to the fame 
purpofe : but his honour wis ftill to fcek ; for he went 
upon a fuppofition, that all animals had a title to their 
Ih.ire in the produflion of the earth, and elpecially thofe 
who prclided over the reft, Therffore be defired I 
would let him know^ what thtfe coftly meats were, antj 
how any of Uk happened to wdDt them. Wlnreupon I 
enumerated as mauy forts as came Into my head, with 
the various methods of drcffini» them, which could not be 
done without (ending vtlfclsby fea to every part of the 
world, as well for liquors to drink^ as for fauces, and 
inoumerable othtr cojivenicncies. I affiut^^ >^a\ >>tv^sx 
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this whole glolie of earth ninft be at lead thre< 
gone round, bcibre one of our better kmaltjah^ 
get her breakFaft» or a cup -to put it in. He la 
mult needs be a milerahle country, which cannot 
t€»od Ibr its own inhabitants. But what he chiefl 
dcrc-d at waft, hovv (ucli vaft trads of ground, a 
fcribed, fliould be wholly without frejh watery 
people put to the neceflity of feuding over the 
diink. I replied, that England (the dear} lace 
niiivity) was computet! to produce three limes th 
ticy of rood, more than its inhabitants are able 
Ibmc, as well as liquors extracted from grain, or 
out of the fruit of cert lin trees, which made e: 
drink ; and the fame propoition in every other c 
ence of life. But in order to teed the luxury anc 
perance of the males, and the vanity of the fern 
ieut away the grealeft part of our neceflliry thin 
ihcr countries, from whence we in return brought 
tcrials of dilcafes, -folly, and vice, tofpendam( 
Idves. Hence it folloN^s of necelfity, that vaft 
of our people are compelled to (eek their liveli 
begging, robbing, (Icalinji;, (heating, pimping, fl 
fijlv>rnirg, for(wearJng, forcing, gaming, lying, I 
licifloiing, voting, ft ribling,lUr- gazing, poifonin 
ing, earning, libcliiiig, n*ee- thinking, and the 
cupritions : c\ ery one of which terms 1 was at mi 
to make him underlland* 

Th:ii nuJie was not imported among us fron 
countiiei to (upply the want of water, or othe 
but becaiid' it was a (brt of liquid which made i 
by putting us out of our lenfes, diverted all me 
thoughts^ begat wild extravagant imaginaiior 
brain, raifed our hopes, and banifhed our fears ; 
ed every office of rcalbn for a time, and depri^ 
the ufe of our limbs, till we fell into a proloui 
although it mufl be-confi-fF-d, that we.ilways 
fick ai.d difpirittd ; and that the ufe of this liq 
lis with difeafes^ vihich made our lives uncoi 
and fhort J. 

\ This account excites ideas of drunkcnncfs, ver 
from diofe uhich are conceived uodcr the tanas by w 
generally cx^rcficA. Ha-ivkcj; 
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jfides all this, the bulk of our people Tupported 
;s by furnilhing the neccfliries or conveuiencics 

the richj and to^ach other. 'For inftance, when 
jonie, and drcflied as I ought to be, I carry on 

the woikmanfhip of an hundred tradtfmeu ; the 
and'furniture of my houle employ as many more, 
limes the number to adorn my wife. 

going on to tell him of another (brt of people, 

their livelihood by attending -the iiek, having 
ne occalions infoi'med his honour^ that many of 
f had died of difeales. But iKire it was with the 
iifficulty, that! brought him to apprehend what 
. He could eafily conceive, that a Houyhnhnm 
?ak and heavy a few days before liis-death, or by 
L-ident might hurt a limb: hut that nature, who 
U things to perfe<5tion, (hould Cufftr any pains to 

our bodies, he thought impoffible, and defired to 
he realbn of To unaccountable an evil. I told 
efedx)n a thoufand things, which operated con- 
> each other ; that ue:cat .when -we were not hun- 
id drank without the provocation of thiift; that 
whole nights drinking ftrong liquors without eat-' 
t, which difpofed us to floth, enflamed our bo- 
d -precipitated or prevented digeftion. That pro- 
emale yahooi acquired a certain malady, which 
Jttennefs in the bones of thofe who fell into their 
es ; that this and many other difeafes were propa- 
rom father to fon.^ fo that great numbers come 
5 world with complicated maladies upon them-: 

would be endlefs to give him a catalogue of all 
incident to human bodies ; for they could not be 
ban five or fix hundred fpread over every linlb 
nt ; in fhort, every part, external and inteftine, . 
<lifeafes appropriated to itietf. To remedy which 
vas a. fort of people bred up among us in the pro- 
. or pretence, of curing the iick. And bccaulei 
ne (kill in the faculty, .1 would in gratitude to his 
• let him know the wliok myftcry and method, bj^ 
they proceed. 
:ir fundamental is, thtit all dilcafcs arife from re* 

; from whence they conclnde, that a great evaca* 
>f the hod)' is nttf ffary either ibtouflK ^t^xv^vwiK 
I. IV. Y ^A'KMg., 
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paiTagei or upwards at tlie mouth. Their next hufinc 
is from herbs, minerals^ gums^ oilS| (hells, ialts, juice 
lea«weecly excrements^ barks of trees, ierpents, toad 
frogs, rptjdcrs, dead mens flcih and bones, birds, bead: 
and 6ihe8, to form a compolition for (mell and talle th 
mod abominable, naufeous, and deteilable, they can po 
Cbly contrive, which the ftomach immediately ,rejc<f 
with loathing; and this they call a votnit : or tlie froi 
the fame ftore-hoiife, with Ibme other poifonous adJiti 
ens, they command us to take in at the orifice above o 
bei9w (jud as the phyGcian then b ippens to be difpoled 
a medicine equally annoying and di(gu(H'ul to the bowels 
which, relaxing tlie belly, drives down all before it ; ani 
this they call a purge or a clyjlv- ^For nature (as th 
phydcians alledge) having intended the fuperior anterio 
orifice only for ihz intromijfton of foljds and liquids, am 
the inferior ppfterior for ejeftion ; thefe artifts iugenioufl; 
confidering that in all difeafes nature is forced out of he 
(eat, therefore to replace her in it, the body niuft be trea 
ted in a manner direftly contrary, by interchanging tb 
ule of each orifice ; forcing folids and liquids in at thd*4 
nuSf and making evacuatioi^s at the mouth. 

But be^des real difeaies, we are fubjt^t to many tha 
are only imaginary, for which the phyficians have invent 
ed imaginary cures : thefe have their fcveral names, am 
fo have the drugs that are j)rQper for them ; and will 
ihefe our female ^\^^ci(/j are always infefled. 

One great excellency in this tiibe is their ikill ditfrof 
mjiics, wherein they feldom fail ; their predi^ions in re 
al dife-ifes, wh^n they rife to any degree of malignity 
generally portending death, which is always in thei 
power, when recovery is not : and therefore, uptm-an) 
unexpcflcd figns of amendment after they have pronoun 
red their fcntence, rather than be accuied for FaUe pro 
phets, ihey know how to approve tlieir fagacity to lh< 
world by a feafonable dofe. 

They are likewiL* of/peciil uic to hufbands arc 
wives, who are grown weary of their mates : to elddl 
ions, to great minifters of ftate, and often to primes. 

I had formerly upon occafion difcourfcd w itti my Ra- 
fter upon the Wdiiurt o^ gover?iment in general, and par 
ticuluily of our own excellent covfiitutiofd, delervedly the 
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ler and envy of the whole world. Bat having here 
cntally mentioned a Mhiijier of. flat e^ be command- 
e fome time after to intbrm him, what fpecies of 
' I particularly meant by that appellation. 
:old him, that a firft or chief minifter of date, who 
ihc perfou I intended to defcribe, was a creature 
ly exempt from joy and grief, love and hatred, pity 
mger ; at lead makes ule of no other paflions, but 
lent defire of wealth, power, and titles ; that Imj ap^ 
bis words to all ufes, except to the indication of hrs 
; that he never tells a truth but with an intent that 
hould take it for a I)e ; nor a iyc^ but with a defign 
you (hould take it for a //////; ; that thole he fpcaks 
: of behind their backs, are in thefureft way of pre- 
fnt ; and whertfever he begins to praile yon to others, 
yourfflf, yon are from thai: day forlorn. Tiie worft 
you can receive is a prcjitife, tTpccially when it is 
*med with an crath ; after which evtry wife man rc- 
and gives over all hopes. 

lere are three nfethods; by whidi a man may rife to 
lief miniffer. The firft i?, by knowing how with 
nee to difpofe of a wife, a daughter, or a fider 5 the 
i, by betraying or undermining his predeceflbr; and 
lird is, by z furious zeatm public aflemblies again (i: 
orruptions of the court. But a wife prince would 
r choofe to employ thofe, who priSidlHe the I aft of 
methods; becaufe fuch zealot? piove always the 
obfequious and (uhfervicnt to the will and paflions 
ir mailer. Tliat thefe tmmjlers^ - having all em- 
lents at their difpofil, prtferve themfelves in power 
biiig the majority of a fcnate or great council ; and 
: by an expedient, called an a(l of indemnity (where- 
elcribcd the nature to him) 'they fecur& themfelves 
I fccr- reckonings, and retire from the public, laden 
:he fpoils of the nation. 

e palace of a chief 7n}mfler"\% a fcminary to breed 
lers in his own trade: the pages, lacquicfs, and por- 
y imitating their'mafter, become mintjlers of ft ate 
ir flvtral dillriifls, and learn to excel in the three 
pal ingredientif of infoiencCy lyings and bribery^ 
dingly they ha.ve a fubaltern court paid to them 
ifoQs of tl)« belt rank ; and Ibcntluivt^i Vj ^t 

y 2 iotcj^ 
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f )'\x- ot' dexterity nnJ impudence, arrive, through fcveral 
yr.io.ai\)ns, to h.' iucceilbr to their lord* 

lie is lifuilly governed by a decayed wench, or fa- ' 
vouritc rooimin, who are the funnels through which all 
grjccs aie conveyed, and may properly be called, inihf 
/j/i rf/l'-l, the governors of the kingdom. One day in 
cliiiourfc, my maltcr having heard me mention tl^ «cii« 
/;.'f of n»y country, was- pleafed to make me. a complii 
r>-*!it, which I could not pretend todejerve: that be was 
luve I nrjil have been born oflbme noble family, becaufc 
I larcNceedcd in fha;)e, colour,, and cleanlinels all tlie 
yuhc'^s of 1I.JS nitiun, although I Teemed <to fail in ftrcngth 
and a^'ility, which mjft be imputed 'to my. diflercnt way 
or"li.in;j^ from thofe other brutes > and befides I was not 
*jijly e:iJueJ with the faculty of fpetth, but.likewiiewilli 
\oiut rjiliJiients of rcaibn, to a degree,, that. with allhii- 
.ii-cjuaintance 1 paded for a prodigy. 

lie m t Jc lue oblerve, that among the HouyhnhnmSji. 
xhvv'.hltiy t\.t jlrn/, and the irou-grey, were not fo* 
».x;ivtly Ihjped as the bay, the dapplcrgreyy and \X\thiach 
wy: b';rn wiih equal talents of mind, or a .capacity ta 
i.j^j/r^vc tlu^rn ; and tht?relbre continued always in the 
1 .),uiiil'n". '>rifivar.ts, without. ever a (pi ring to match out 
Di' tlicir own rire, which in that country would bcrcc^ 
Lont-d moudrous and uonaiural. 

I mniic his honour my moft humble acknowledgemeDti- 
for the gou)^ opinion he was pleafed to conceive of me;. 
but aifiroJ him, at the fame lime, that my birth was rf 
the lower Ibrt, having been born of plain honefV pareDtv 
who were jift able to give me a toleiable education; that 
iy.'b'il'.ty among Uj was altogether a different thing from 
the idc.i he hid of it ; that our young nobkmen are brd 
from their childhood in iJIcneli and luxury; that, as fooo- 
PS years will permit, they confume their vigour, and coo» 
navt o.llo'.r^ (liteafes among lewd females; and wlicntbdr. 
fi^ilauf? a»"e almofl ruined, they marry (bme. woman of 
mean birth, difagreeablc perfon, andutjfaund conftitul^ 
i>n, merely for the fake of money, whom they hate and 
(lefpifc. That the productions of fuch marriages arc ge* 
neraily fcrophulous, rickety, or deformed childi^u;. by. 
which means the family ftldom continues above three gf 
iJcrations, uulefs ihe wife uLes care, to provide a healthy; 
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athcr among her neighbours or domeftics,in order to im« 
prove and continue the breed : That a weak dileafed body, 
I meagre countenance, and rallow complexion, are the 
true marks o? noble blood ; and a healthy robuft appear- 
ince, is fo difgraceful in a man of quality, that the world 
roncludes his real father to have been ^ groom, or a coach^ 
nan. The imperfedlions of his mind run parallel with 
;ho(e oF his body, being a coinpoGlion of fpleen, dulncfs, 
gnorance, capricef fcnfuality, and pride. 

Without iheconlent oF this illuftrious body, no law 
:aD be enafted, repealed, or altered ; and thefe nobles 
34 ve likewile the deciiions of all our pofledious, without 
appeal* 

C- H A P. VIL 

The. attthor i great love of his native country. His mam 
/ier*s ob/ervatiof/s upoti the cojijiitution and advitnijlra* 
Hon of England, asdefcrihed bj the author, with pa* 
riiliei cafes and contparifous. His majhr's obferva^ 
tions upon hu7nan nature. 

THErcader may be difpoled to wonder; how I could 
prevail on myfelf to give a free reprefentation of 
my own Ipecics among a race of mortals, who are alrea* 
dy too apt to conceive the viled opinion of human kind 
from that intire congruity betwixt me and their yahoos^ 
But I mud freely confifs, that the many virtues of thole 
excelJent quadrupeds, placed in oppoGte view to human 
Corruptions, had fo far opened my eyes, and enlarged my 
i^ndcrftanding,.. that 1 began to view the actions and pal* 
Koos of man in a very diHerent light ; and to think the 
boDOur of my own kind not worth managing ; which he- 
Ides it was in:>po(nble for me to do before a perfon of fo 
icute a judgment as my mader, who daily convinced me 
)f a thoufand faults in myfelf, whereof I had not the lead 
^rception b;.fore, and which with us would never be 
dutnbered even among human infirmities. I had likewife 
Uarned from his example an utter detcdation of all fal« 
(hood or difguife ; and truth appeared fo amiable to nie^ 
Ibit I determined upon facriiking^ every thing to it. 
Let me deal lb candidly with the Ttvx^tt «i^ V^ c^^^ 
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that there was yet a much ftronger motive for the iree* 
dom I took in my reprelentation of things. I had oot^ 
been a year in this country, before 1 cootraftcd luch t 
love and veneration for the inhabitants-, that I CDtered ob 
a 6nn refolution never to return to human kind, but to- 
pais the red of my life among thefe admirable Hooy 
bohums in the contemplation and prance of every vir* 
cue, where I could have no example or incitement to 
\ice. But it was decreed by fortune,, my perpetual cw« 
my, that fo great a felicity fhould not fall to my (hare. 
However, It is now fome comfort to refi6if^, tbat/io «lnl 
1 laid of my countrymen, I extenuated their fwlts as aiMch 
as I durft before (b ftrift an examiner ; and -upon every a^ 
tide gave ai favourable a turn as the matter would besr. 
For indeed who is there alive, that wifl not be fwaycdbf 
his byafs and partiality to the place of his birth \ 

I have related the fubftance of feveral convcr&tionsl 
had with my mafter, during the greateft part of ihetiirt 
I had the honour to be in his fervice ; but have indcedj 
for brevity's fake, omitted much more than ij here W 
djwn. 

When I had anfwered all his queflionsj and biscono 
fity fecmed to be fully fatisfied, he fent for mc ott 
morning early, and commandiug me to (it down at foB" 
diftancc Tan honour which he had never before conierw 
upon me), he faid, he had been very feriouily eonCdertD: 
my whole ftory, lb flir as it related both to myfclf aodw 
country : tliat he looked upon us as a fort of animal^ t 
whofe (hare, by what accident he could not conjcfln' 
fome fmall pittance of reafen had fallen, whereof » 
made no other ufe, than by its affiftanceto aggravate oi 
»^**//r^/ corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which d; 
ture had not ^ven us : that we difarmed ourfelvcs of tl 
tew abilities flie had bellowed ; had been wry fuccd 
fill in muhiplyrng our original waftts, and feemed 
fjjend our whole lives in vain endeavours to fiipply tbt 
by our own inventions. That as to myfelf it was in*' 
f^^^ I had neither the ftrength or agility of a comrn 
yahoo ; that I walked infirmly on my hinder-feet; I 
found out a contrivance to make my claws of no ufe 
dtfence^ and to remove the hair from my chin, wh 

1 
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tended as a (belter from the f«n and the weather. 
. That I could neither run with fpeed, noi- diiTib 
ke my bnthfen (as he called them), the yahui in 
intry. 

t our inftitutions- of government and lavy were 
owing to our grofs^ detc(5ls in reafon^ and by con- 
re in wrtue ; becaufe reafon alone is fufficient to 
a rational creature ; whith was therefore a cha- 
ise had no pretence to challenge^ even fionr the 
t I had given of my own people : although 1 e ma- 
perceived, that, in order 10 favour them, Ihad 
led many particulars, and ohQ^faid the thing 
tvas not, 

>vaa tlie more confirmed^ in this opinion, becaufe 
irvcd, that as I agreed in every feature of my bo- 
h other yahooSy except where it was to my real 
mtage^ in point ef ftrength, ^eed, and afli\ity, 
orincli of my claws, and (bme other partictlais 
nature had no part ; fo from the reprelculaiion I 
ven him of our IK'es, our manners, and our a<5lions, 
nd as near a refemblance in the difpoikion of our 
Pie faid the^^^o^i were knowii to hate one ano- 
tDore than they did any different fpecies of animals ; 
he reafon ufually afligned was, the odioulhtGf of 
>wn fhapes, which all could fee in the refl but not 
TTifelves. He had therefore begun to think it not 
^ in us to cover oMi bodies, and by that invention 
al many of our deformities from each other, which 
I elfe be hardly fopportable. But he now found he 
>een miftaken^ and that the diffenfjons of thofe 
t in his country were owing to the fame caufe with 
as I had defcribed them. For if (faid he) you 
f among fistyahes as much food as would be fuf- 
t for fifiy, they will, iullead of eating peaceably, 
c>gether by the ears, each fingle one impatient to 
^itoitfeifi and therefore a fcrvant was ufually 
lyed to uand by while they were feedmg abroad, 
bofe kept at home were tied at a diftance from each 
; that if a cow died of age or accident, before a 
'hnbnm could (ecure it for his own yahoos^ thofe 
: neighbourhood would come in herds to (<tVij& \\^ 
ben wouid eofue fucb a battle as 1 Viai^ &t&x%)^% 
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wiih terrible wounds made by theirclaws on* both (ides, 
a-Uhough Uicy fcldom were able to kill one another for 
want ot luch convenient inftniments of death as webd 
invented. At other times the like battles have be« 
fought between the yahoos o^ feveral neighbourhood! 
without any vifible caule : thole of one dillri^ watching 
all opportunities to furpriic the next>- before they art 
prepired. But if "tliey lind their projed hath mifcarn* 
cd, they reiiirn home, and, for want ot enemias, engage !» 
what I call a civil war amon^ themfclves. 

That in lomc fields of his country there are certaii 
Jfym'pjg fionss oi fcvernl coIoits,, whereof the/^^flwirt 
vioknily tond ; and when part of thtfe ftoues isfiscd* 
the earth, as it fometimes happe'ncth,^they will digftih 
thiir claws for whole days to get them out j thencanj 
them away and hide- them by heaps in their kennels; \A 
ftill looking round with great caution for fear their coat*" 
rades fbould find out their treafcire* My matter faid,bl' 
could never difcover the reafoia of tliis unnatural apffr 
tite, or how thelcy?fl;.'^i could W-of any ufe to a;*^** 
but now he believed it might proceed iVom the feoi 
principle of avarice^ which I had afcribed to mankiDd:^ 
that he had once, byway of exjxriment, privately*' 
moved a heap of thefc JiOfia from the place \^heje'0«' 
of liis yahoos hz.d buried it ; whereupon the Ibrdidai*' 
mal, mifling his treafure, by bis -loud lamenliog brou^ 
the whole herd, to the place, there ipiftruhly howlet 
then fell to biting and tearing the red; began to pioei^ 
way, would neither eat, nor fleep, nor work, till he o^ 
ckred a fervant privately to convey the flones into lb* 
fame hole, and hide tbem as before ; which when his;* 
hbo had found, he prefently recovered his fpirits, aw 
good humour, but took care to remove them to a betttf 
hiding-place, and hath ever fince been a very ferviccabk 
brute*. 

My mafter farther afTJred me, which I alio obfc^ 
royfelf, that in the fields where the JbimKg flones ihfuoai, 
the ficrcell and moll frequent battles arc tougbt, occiS 

•"Nothing can be faid to make avarice a greater rep«** 
to mankind, except that it is a vice ;whicb this dcfcxiftioo ^ 
not c«ire. tiawkef. 
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oned Iw perpetual inroads, of the neighbouriog yahoos. 

He (aid, it was common, when two^^Aowdilcovered 
fuch a front in a field, and were contending which of them 
fhould be the proprietor, a third would take the ad van* 
tage, and carry it away from them both ;. wljioh my ma- 
fter would needs contend to hav« fome kind of relem- 
blance with our ftiiU at law ; wherein 1 thought it for 
our credit not to undeceive him; fince the decifion he . 
fnentioned wasr much more equitable than many degrees 
imong us : becaufe the planliff and.defendant there loft 
lothing befide the ft one. they contended for,, whereas our 
UDurts of equity would never have difmilfed the caulbj 
ivhile either of them had any thing left. 

My mafter, continuing his difcourie,. faid,. there was 
nothing that rendered \ht yahoos more odious, than iheit 
jndiftingui{bing appetite to devour ev€ry thing that came 
ii their way, whether herbs, roots, .berr5c6,^the corrupt'^ 
id fleib.of animals,, or all mingled together: and it was 
Kculiar in their temper^ that they were fonder of what 
Jiey could get by rapine or fteaith at a greater diftance, 
dian much better food provided for them at home. If 
their prey held out, they would eat till they were ready 
to burft, after which nature had pointed out to them a. 
oertain ro«^that gave them a^general e^wcuatioo. 

There was- allb- another kind of root, very juicy y butk 
fomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which the ya^ 
hoos fought for with mudi eagernefs^ and would fuck it 
with great delight ; it produced in them the fame effedls^ 
that wine hath upon us; It would make them fometimes 
bug, and fomeiimes tear one anotht^^ they would bowlj 
and grin, and chatter, and reel,, and tumble, and theti- 
ikil afleep in the mud. 

I did indeeJ obftrve, that th^ yahoos were the only a*- 
nimals in tWs country fubjt<5^ to any difeafes ; which 
Iiowever were much fewer than horles have among us^ 
and contra(acd not by any ill treatment they- meet with, 
but by the naftinefi aiul. greed inefs of that fordid brute. 
Neither has their language any more than a general ap- 
pellation for thole maladies, which is borrowed from the 
name of the bead, and called hnea-yahoo or the yahooU. 
evil^ and the cure prefer ibed is a mixture of ikeir own 
dung and uriue, forcibly put down the j;ahot/^ \\vc<i^x,- 
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This I have finct often known to have been ta 
faccefsy and do here freely rctommend it to my 
men, for thc'puhric-good, as an admirable (pecif 
ftU diieafes produced by repletion. 

As to leHminp, government, arts, manufa^li 
the like, my maltcr confefTed, he could find litl 
reiembUnce between the^^^w of that country 
in ours. For he only meant to obierve, wh 
there was in our natures. He had heard inc 
curious Houyhohzmts obferve, 'that in mod h< 
was a fort of ruling yahoo (as among us there i^ 
ly Tome leading or principal (lag in a park) wh 
ways more de^rmedm body, and mifchievous i 
t^Ofi, tlian any of the reft* That this leader ha 
a favourite as like hhnfelf 6.% he could get, whofc 
inent ,was to lick his viajler^s feet and poJfer> 
drive the fer/iale yahoos to his kennel * ; ibr 
was now and then rewarded with a piece of s 
Ihh favouriti it» hated by the whole lierd ; a; 
lore to protedl himfelf keeps always near the 
his leader. He ufeally' continues in office, tii 
can be found \ but the very moment he is difcs 
fiicceflbr at the head of all the yahoos in tha 
young and old, male and female, come in a b 
difcharge their excrements upon him from head 
But how far this might be applicable to our c 
favourites y and ptiuifers of JiatSf my msidtr' fsL 
btefl determine; 

I durlt make no return to this mnlidous in 
\7hich dtbifed human underftanding below th< 
eff a common hound, who hath judgment cnoi 
ftinguiftviind follow the cry of the aifh/I dog. in 
"without bting ever miitaken. 

My maftsr told me there was fome qualities 
able in iht yahoos, which he had notobrcrvec! m 
tioo, or at leaft very (lightly, in the accounls I 
biiii of human kind ; he fiid, thole aiiim;ils, 
brutes, had their femaleji in common ; hi.t ir 
differed, that the {[\eytihiio would admit the m, 
(he was pregnant ; and that the hces would qi 

* Flattery aivd Y"^ta^u\^. Hi-u i'f. 
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ight with the females, as fiercely as with each other; 
loth which pra(ftices were fuch degrees of infamous bru* 
aiity, as no other fenGlive creature ever arrived at. 

Another thing he wondered at in ihcy^ahoos, was the^r 
irange difpoiition to naftincfs and dirt ; wiiereas there 
ppcars to be a natural love ofvcleanlincfs in all other a- 
imals. As to the two former acculations, I was glad ta 
!t them pafs without any reply, becaufe I had not a word 
> offer upon them in defence of my fpecies, which o- 
lerwife.I certainly had. done from my own iodinations. 
ut I could have eallly vindicatjed human kind from the 
iputaliou of fiiigularity upon the lull article, if there 
\d been ^ny /wipe in that-country (as unluckily for me 
lere were not), which, although it may be a fweeter 
'iadrfiped th&n ^ yahoe, cannot, I humbly conceive, in 
iftice, pretend to more clcanlinefs ; and lb his honour 
imfelf mud have owned, if he had feen their filthy way 
f feedings and tlieir cu(lom of wallowing and (leeping ia 
le mud. 

My mafterJikewile mentioned another quality, which 
is lervants had dilcovercd in feveral ^/?Aocj, and to him 
ras wholly unaccountable. He laid, a fancy would 
imetimes take ^yahoo to reiireinro a corner, to lie down, 
nd howl and groan, and fpuru away all that came near 
im, although he were young and f^t, wanted- neither 
>od Dor water ; nor did the Icrvants imagine what could 
oHibly ail Km. And the only remedy they found was 
o fet him to hard work, after which he would infallibly 
ome to himfelf. To this I was filent, out of partiality 
o my own kind; yet here! could plainly difcover the 
rue feeds oxfpleen, which only ftizeth on the lazy, the 
uxurioHS and the rich ; who if they were forced to uo- 
lergo the fame regimen, I would undertake for the 
:ure. 

His honour had farther ohferveJ, that a female yahoo 
vould often (land behind a bank or a bufh to gaze on 
he young males pafling by, and then appear, and hide, 
»fins many antic geftures and grimaces, at ul/R-h time it 
vas'obJlrvcd that (he had a \\\oK\ offenjjve jmell; and 
i^hen anv of the males advanced, would (lowly retire, 
ookinc often back, and with a counicrlcil ihew of fear 



vsew 
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run off'iuto (bme convenient place, where (he knew tl 
male would follow her. 

Ac other times, if a female ftranger came among thet 
three or four of her own fex would get about her, ai 
ftare, and chatter, and grin, and fmel-l her all over ; ai 
then turn off, with gtilure^ that (eemed to expreis co 
tempt and difdain. 

Perhaps my mader nught refine a little on thcfe fpec 
-lations, which lie had drawn from what he obfen 
himrrlt, or had been told him by others : however 1 coi 
not reBe^ without fome amazement and much forro 
that the rudiments of lewdnefs, coquetry . cenfurt a 
fcandal (hould have place by inftin^t in womankind. 
I experted every moment, that my mafter would 
cufe tht yahoos of thole unnatural appetites in both £ 
e^, ib common among us. But nature, it leems, hi 
not been fo expert a fdiool-miftrefs ; and thefe poll 
pleafures are intirely the produiflions of art and Jeaion 
our (Ide of the globe. 

CHAP. VHL 

The author relates feveral particulars of the yah< 
The great virtues of the Houy huh urns. The educ 
OH and excrclfe of their youth. Their general ajj 
bly. 

AS I ought to have uffderftood human nature n 
better, than I fuppofed it jjodible for my mafte 
do, fo it was eafy to apply the chara^fler he gave of 
yahoos to myfelf, and my countrymen ; and I believi 
could yet make farther dilcovtries from my own obfc 
tion. I therefore often begged his honour to let 
go among the herds ok^ yahoos in the neighbourhood, 
which he always very gracioufly confented, b/mg pei 
ly convinced, that the hatred 1 bore ihdc brutes w 
never fuffcr me to be corrupted by them; and his he 
ordered one of his (ervants, a ftrong forreUnag, ver 
neft and good natu red, to be my guard, without \ 
prote^ion I durft not undertake fuch adventures. 
have already told the reader, how muqh I was pei 
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odious animals upon my firft arrival. And J 
Is failed very narrowly three or four times of 
to thtar clutches, wl'*en 1 happened to ftray a^ 
ice witKout my hanger. An^J have reason to 
hey had Ibme imagination that I was of their 
ies, which I often aSifted my Celt) by (liippiog i»p 
s, arid fhewing my naked arms and breall in ihtir 
en my protedlor was with me. At which tiii:e3 
lid approach as near as they durd, and imitate 
is after tlie manner of monkics, but ever viith 
is of hatred ; as a t^me jiick-dniv with cap and 
is always perftcuted by the wild ooes^ when he 
o be got among them. 

ire prodig'.oufly nirrtble from their infmcy ; how- 
ce caught a young male of three years oid, and 
red by all marks of tendernefs to make it quiet-; 
ttle imp fell afqualing, and Icratching, and bi« 
h fuch violence, that I was forced to let it go ; 
IS high time ; for a whote troop of old ones tame 
at the noife ; but finding the tub was fafe (for 
an), and my forrel nag bting by, they durfl not 
ear us. I obfervcd the young auimars fliHi to 
y rank, and the ftink was fomewhat beyond a 
id 2ifoxy but much more difigreeable. 1 forgot 
.'ircumftanpe (and perhaps I might have the rea- 
•don, if it were wholly omitted), that while! 

odious vermin in my hands, it voided its filthy 
it?, of a yellow H^uid fdbflance, all over my 

but by good fortune there was a final 1 brook 

where! wafhed myfelf as clean as I could ; al- 
durft not come into my matter's prcfcnce, until 
fficicntly aired. 

lat I could diftover, \ht yahoos appear to be the 
eachable of all animals ; their capacities never 

higher fhan to draw or carry bui dens. Yet I 
>inion, this defcdl arifeth cUtfly from a perverfr, 
ifpofition: For they are cunning, malicious, 
)us, and revengeful. They are flrong and har» 

of a cowardly Ipirit, and by coi.fequejice inlb» 
)t&f and rrucl. It is obfervcd, that the rsd* 
: both Ic.xes are nu)re libidiuous and aiilchlevoiai 

IV. 2 
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than the reCt, whom yet they much exceed in ftreoj 
aod aAivity. 

The HoLj'hohnms keep the j^ahcos for prefent ufi 
butt not far'h-om the houfe ; but the reft are fectabri 
Co certain fields, where tl>ey dig up roots, eat lev( 
kinds of herbs, and learch about for carrioo, or (bi 
times catch wca/e/s and Inhwiuh (a fort of wi/^ '< 
which they greedily devour. Nature bath tauglit t| 
to dig deep holes with their nails on the (ide of aril 
ground, wherein they lie by theoifelves ; ooly the \ 
eels of the fc;pales are larger, fulEueDt to bold tv 
three cubs; 

They fwim from their infancy like frogs, and art i 
to concinue long under water, wliere they often take 
which the fcmiles carry home to their youDg. And 
on this occadon I hope the reader wiH pardon myrtle 
an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protcflor, the fo 
nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I iutreaitdbii 
let me bathe jn a river that was near, flc cooffl 
and i immediately flrioped njyfdf (lark* naked; and 
down fofily into the ftream, Jt happened that ay 
feiT\si\cjahoo, ftanding behind a bank, law the whole 
ceeding, and iiiHamed by delire, as the n«g and I 
je^ured, came running with all fp^ed, and leaped 
the water within five yards of the place where 1 ba 
I was never in my life (b terribly frighted; thenaj 
gazing at fome diftance, not fufpedting any harm, 
embraced me, after a roofl fuKome manner : I roa 
loud as I could, and the nag cair.e galloping towar< 
whereupon (he quitted her gralp with the utmc 
luftancy, and leaped upon the oppofite bank, whi 
flood gazing and bowling all the time I was putti 
my cl oaths. 

This was a matter of diverfion to my mafter J 
family, as well as of mortification to my fclf. F< 
I could no longer deny, that I was a real/^^?o in 
limb and feature, fincc the females had a naturf 
penfity to me, as one of their own fpeiies : neiih 
the hair of this brute of a red colour (which migl 
been ibme excu(c for an appetite a little irregulai 
bUck a^ a floe, aud Wv couvvX.tTi»xi<:^ did not make 
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pearance alto^^ther fb h'vdeous as the red of her kind ; 
for, I think, llic could not he above eleven years oM. • 

Having lived three years in this country, the reader, I 
fbppofe, will expe6>^ that lihould, libe other travellers; 
^ve him ibme account of the manners and cudoms of •its 
inhabitants^ which it was indeed my pjincipalCludy to 
karn.^ 

As* thcffe noble Mouyhnlinmj are endued by naturtf 
Wirh a general difpoiition to ail virtues, and have no cou- 
ceptionS or ideas of what isrevirin a rational creature ; 
fothei^ grand maxim is, to* cultivate reafojiy and to be 
wholly governed by- it. Neither is reafon among them a 
point prohlematical",' as with us, where men can argue 
With pUudbiiity on both fides of a quedion ; but flrikes 
you with immediate con virion j as it mud needs do^ 
where it is wot mingled, obfcured^ or difcoloured, by 
paflioQ aodiotered. I remember it was with extreme 
di$culcy^ that I could bring my mader to underdand the 
meaning of the word opinion^ or how a point could be 
dirputable; becaufe reafon taught us to affirm or deny 
only where we are certain ; and heyond our knowledge 
we cannot do either: So that controverGes^ wHnglihgs, 
difputesy and pofitivenels, in falfe or dubious propcStions^ 
sre evils unknown among the Houyhnhnms; In the like' 
manner, when I ufed to explain to himourleVeral iydems 
of natural philof^phy^ he wolild'laughy-that a creature 
pretending to reafon^ (hould value itielFupon the know- 
ledge of orher people's conjedurcs^ and in things where 
that knowledge, if it were certain, could* be of no'ufe'; 
wherein he agreed eniirtily* with the fentiments of Socra- 
tes, as Plato delivers them ; which Pmention as the high- 
ed honoui' Lean do that prince of philofophers. I have 
often fince refl^ifted,'^ what dedrudti^bn luch a do^riue 
would makeMn the lib^aiies oFEurope; andhowmnny 
paths to'fame would he then diut up iii the learned world. 
Ff'fandflfif- and benevolence arc tlie two principal vir- * 
toes among the Houyhnhnms *; and thefe not con- 
fitied to particular objeds, but unirerial, to the whole 
race. Fbr a dranger from the remoted parts is equally 
treated with the neared neighbour ; and whcrc-cver he 

. f Their Virtuoos qualities \tt only ocga^Ne^ OrTer-y. 

Z 2 "^^^^^ 
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g«>j!f, looks upon liimfelf as at liome. Tlicy preferve 
li.wny uiiJ cii/jJitj' in tiie liigheft degrees; but are alio- 
^•etfier i^^norant o{ ccre?i!C7i}'. They have do fowlncfi 
r>r tliiir co!t*i ut (jples; but the care ihey take ineduci* 
li:;;j ii:e:n,proceLJtf:h intircly From the di&Atcf of reafa*** 
AuJ I oL. lived my inalUr to fliew-the faaic afFcAioot<^ 
l.i"« nti^; b >-.i*s i.Ti;e, that he had for liis own. Thcj 
will hivc it ihjl ;;. ihre teaches them to love the whole 
lj.'.cics, an J it is njjl?! only ihit rwsketh a diltiihfl on of 
pcrl.r.L, where thtrc is a rii;'»e»ior degree of' virtue f. 

W.nc:i the. n» itron Houyhnhmns have produced ODC of 
cich icXy tiicy no longer accompany with their conlbrlSy- 
cKcrpt ' they ioie one of their ifllie by fome cafualtyi- 
whivh vcry.icIdoiT] happens : but in fuch a ca'e they meet 
arr :in ; or when the like accident befais a perlbo whole 
■.viiv i* pill bearing, foirvc other couple bcftow onkimoM 
(yF their oA-a co!t.<<^ and then go together agdio until tbe 
I nor her i& prcgiiant. The caution is- neceflary to pre? 
lent the cou'.iCry iVooi being over- burdened * with muD* 
hers. But the rdce of inferior Houyhnhums, .bred up lo 
i-j lorvar.ts, is not fo finely limited upon this artickr 
t \iv\i are allowed to prod jgc three of f»6h lez to be do* 
ti.eftJc? in J lie noble: fdmilies. 

1 1 ti>cir marriarres, they are exaAly careful to cboofe 
fisch colours as will not make any difigreeable nuztins 
in the breed. StrcMgih is cljicHy valued iu the malei 



-* Ve here view tlie purcioninAs o£ brutes, afting in w - 
-.ki.ou' fphcrc» tiicrcly for their immediate prcierv^tioo. OfW^ 
Frc alovc, P. 219. lai. \ 

■| ii may pu*rhdp& be be thou^^t (bme^kut (Irangc, diat ifc* 
f:nil of tlic ncble Gotnrocatacor HiouU appear to be ifiredlf ' 
< ; po&re to tbut of the author,- ia the ptiHagcs which tbe£: notcf j 
^"it i.-r.criJed to iliuftrate. But tlHs apparent oppoHfion B»f ' 
arifc m^rrly from their iifiiig ihc fmic word in an-oppofiie fcnftj. 
a- by ihc \\ord cnu^cur, his Lt>rJll:iip always mezos a ^luliiy 
\vi:ich inclines a man to put the- word " conftruftion upon the 
\\orJ.= ai'.J actions of anudicr; and by caaJour, the Dean alwij* 
fiiwns jull: the contrary. 

Compare the note from Orrery, in Gulliver's Travels^ vol. 4* 
p ^o. wiih Swift's apoVogj £01 tift& T^iU <jf a Tub» in vak i^p-»» 
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lomelinefi in the female ; not upon the account of 
but to preferve the race from degenerating }" for 
e a female happens to excel in flrcngth^ a confort is 
n with regard to coins Itnefs^ 

mrtlbip, love, prcfents, jointures, fetrlements, have 
ace in their thoughts ; or terms wliercby to expreli 
in their language. The younjr couple meet and arc 
J, merely becaufe it is the determination of their 
Its and friends : it is what they fee done every day, 
:hey look updnir as one of the nccefTiry anions of 
ibnable being. Blit the violation of marriage, oi 
»ther unchaftity, was never heard of; and the mar-* 
ptoir pais their* lives' wi til the fame friendfhip^ and. 
at benevolence; that they bear to others of the 
fpecicfs who come in their way ; without jealoufy^ 
[lels/ quarrelling, or difcontent: 
ediicathig the youth of both fexes, their method is- 
rable, am! highly defcrveth our imitation. Thefc 
lot fiiffercd to tafte a grain of oat5\ except upon- cer-* 
days,- till eighteen yertrs old ; nor milky but very 
y ; and in fummer they graze two hours in the morn* 
and as many in the evening, which their parents like- 
s oblerve; but thefervants are not allowed above half 
time, and a great p.irt of their grafs is brought home, 
:h they eat ^t the moftxouvenient hours, when they 
be beft fpared from work. 

fcfnperance, hidtiftrj^ exercife^ ^u^ cleatilhi^fs, are- 
leflbns equally enjoined to the young ones of both 
s : and my mailer thoug)it it monflrous in us to give 
females a diflerent'kind of education fi*om the males, 
?pt in fbme articles of dOmeftic management ; where- 
as he truly oblerved, one half of oin* natives were 
d fbrnothing but bringing children into the world : 
tQ trud the- care of our children to fuch ufelefs aui^ 
s, hefuid, was yet a greater inftance of bruCalily. 
{ut the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to (lrength> 
d, and harcRncIs, byexerciGng them in running races 
and down (Kep hilh, and over hard ftony groundaf, 
when they are all in a fweat, they are ordered to 
» over head and ears into a pond or river. Four timei 
far the youth of a certain diftriA meet to ihiew tlu^' 
ficiency in rwiQing and leaping^ aad other fe&tA':4C^ - 
2 3 «ctw^ 
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ftrcngth and agUity ; where tlie vi.dor » rewarded^ uit 
a long lu his or her pratle. Oh thUfeftWai the fervaoi 
Jrive a herd oiyohwit iato the field, laden with hay, au 
oats, and milky for a repaft to the HouyhnhDins; afti 
which thele biutes are immediately driven back zgd 
for fear of being nottbme to the ailembly. 

Every fourth year, at the vernal equhioxy there is 
reprefentative council of the whole nation, which me( 
in a plain about twenty nuies' from ourltoufe, and co 
tinueth about five or fix days. Here they enquire io 
the (lu.te and condition of the feveral diRridh ; wbett 
they abound, or be deficient in bay or oats^ or cows 
yahooi \ and wherever there is s^y want (\vhicb is I: 
reldom)> it is immediately flipplied by unanimous cooic 
and contribution. Here likewile the regulation of ch 
dren ib fettled: as for infhmce, . if a H^uyhnhnm ha 
two males, he cbangeth one of tbem with another tb 
hath two females : and when a cliild hath been loft I 
any cafualty, where the mothier is pafl breeding, it isd 
termined what family in tbediiiridl (hall breed another 
fupply the iols. 

CHAP. IX. 

Agranddihate at the general affcmbfy j/"/^/?HouylinhDm 
a fid hoiv it was deter Mined, Tie learning cf M 
Houyhnhnms. Their buildings. Their manner 
burials. The defefiivenefs if their language. 

ONE cf thcfe grand aflemblies was held in my tin> 
about three months before my departure,, whitb 
my mailer went as the repreientative of our difirid. J 
this council was relumed their old debate, and indeed d 
only debate that ever happened in their country s when 
of niy muder after his return ga<.'e me a very particuli 
account. 

The queftion to be de])atcd was, whether the jfoiti 
fhould be exterminated from the face of the earth. On 
of the members tor the allirmative, offered feveraJ argu 
nients of great ilrength and weight ; aliedgiog, that a 
the^^^o^i were the mofl filthy, noirome, and defonne 
SLmmAi which aaiure ever yroduccd^ b they were th 

mof 
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3(1 reAive and indocile^ mifchievoui and nialicioub : 
ey would privately fuck the teats of the HouyhnhirrS' 
vvs^ kill and devour their cats/- trample* down tbtir 
ts and grafsy if they were not contmually watched; and 
mmir a thouTand other extravagancies. He took no* 
e of- a general tradition^ ihai yahoos had not been al* 
lys in their country $ but that, many ages ago, two of' 
-lb brutes appeared together upon* a mountain ; wbe- 
er*prodiiced by the heat of the fun upon corrupted' mud 
d vime, . or from the ooze antf froth of the fea, wa» 
V4r known : that thelb-^/i^^^X' engendered, ,and their 
ood, in^ a Hiort time, grew fo numerous as to over- run • 
d infcft the whole nation : that the Houyhnhnms, to get • 
1 of this -evil, made a general hunting, and at la(l in* 
ofed the whole herd ; . and deft roying. the elder, every^ . 
.ouyhohnm kept two young ones in a kennel/ and 
-ought them to fuch a degree oftamenef^, as an ani*' 
al l€> favage by nature can be capable of acq^uiring ; u* 
ng them foe draught and carria-ge : that there leemed t» 
6 much truth in this tradition, and that thoii; creatures 
ould not be Tinhniaj^/hy (or aherig'mes of the land), be« 
aufe of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well as 
U other animals, bore them ; which, although their evil 
lii'pofition-^uffioiently de(erved, could never have arrived 
iX fo higli a degree,, if they had been Aborigines ; or elie 
ihey would have long fince been rooted out : that the in- 
habitants, taking a fency to ufc thefcrvice of \ht yahoos ^ 
bad very imprudently neglei^ed to cultivate the breed of 
^iSj which area comely animal, eafiiy kept, more tame 
4Dd orderly^ without an^ ofienfxve fmell, ftrong enough 
f»r labour, aldiough they yield to the other in agility of 
body ; and, if their braying he no agreeable found, it is 
kt preferable to the horrible bowlings of the yahoos. 

Several others declared their fentiments to the fame 
purpofi", when my mafter propoled an expedient to the 
alfcmbly, whereof be had indeed borrowed the hint from 
aie. Ae approved of the tradition mentioned by the 
hnturabii numhr, who fpoke before ; and alErmed, 
that the two yahoos, faid to be the firftfeen among them, 
had been driven thither over the lea; that, coming to 
'and, and being forfaken by their companions, they re-k 
^ired to the mountains^ and; degeQcraiiDgby dc^csft) k^ 
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clme in procefs of time much more lavage^ than tk 
their own fpecies in the country from whence thefe 
ori|;iiiali came. Tiie reafon of thisaflertion -was, 
he had now in his podcHloQ a certain wonderful ^ 
(meaning myic If), which mod oF them had heard ot 
many of them had ieen. He then related to ibe-n^ 
he fir(t found me : that my body was aU covered 
an artificial conipoCure of the ikms and hairs of 
animals: that If poke in a language of 'my own, 
Irad thoroughly Icurned theirs: that I had related t 
ihe accidents which hrought me thither ; that, wb 
law me without my covering, I was -an cxi6ijahoii 
wry part, only of a whiter colour, leis- hairy, and 
fhortcr claws. He added, how I had' endeavour 
ptiljicle tii.n, that, in my own and other countrief 
jeihooi- aiflcd as the governing, rational animal, anc 
the Houyhuhnms in fervitude : that he obferved i 
ail the q'lalities of ^ytthoo; only a little more ch/iliz 
fome tincture of reaion ; which however was in a d 
a» far inferior to the Houyhnhnm race, % as the j 
of their country were to me : that, among others tl 
1 mentioned a cuflom we had of cafirMt'tng Hooybn 
when they were young> in order to render tliem ti 
that the operation was eafy and fafe ; :. that it wz 
(hame to learn wifdom from brotes, as indudry is ti 
by the ant, and building by thefwallow (for fo I I 
flate the word irhannh, although it be a much \\ 
fowl); that this iuventioH might be pradtifed upoj 
younger /*7^<?!)j here, which, beCdes rendering them t 
able and fitter for ufe, would- in an age put as end t( 
whole fpectes without deftroying life 2 th«t, ia ther 
time, the Houyhnhnms fhouid be exhorted to citltivat* 
breed of aiic:s, which as they are in all refpeds more \ 
ab!e brutes ; ib they have this advantage, to he fit foi 
vifee at five years old, which the others arc not till tw< 

This was ail my maftcr thought fit to tell me at 
time, oF what paf fed in the grand council. But he 
plealed to conceal one particular^' which related'p< 
ualjy to myicir, v/hereof I foon fcltr the unhappy d 
88 the reader will know in it« proper place, and- f 
whence I date all the fuccceding m'^fortunes^'of my J: 

2*be HouyhaUuiu^ ha\^ u^ Utters^ and conlbjue 
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their koowtedge is all traditional. But there happening 
few events of atw momem among a people Co well unU- 
led, naturally di^fed to every «ntue; whoHy governed 
l^ reafbn^ and cut oflT- from all commerce with other na^ 
tions ; the hiilorical part is^eafity preferved withbut bur^ 
dening their- memories. I havie already obferved, that 
they arc fubjcrt-to notlireafesj andtherefbre can have no 
need of phyficians; However, they have excellent me* 
dicines compoicd of herbs, to cure accidental bruiies, and 
cuts in the paiiern or frog of' tlie- foot by (harp (tones, a»^ 
well as other maims and huJ'ts in' the fcveralparts of tbl^ 
body. 

They calcukite the year by the revolution of "the fun 
ztkd the moon, bat ufe no fubdivifions iutoweeks. They 
are well enough acquainted with the motions of thoi^ 
two lumioarie;^' andunderdand the n^wac dt ectipfes i 
and this is the utmoft progre(s of their aftronomj. 

In fctry they mH(t be allowed to^ excel -all other mor^ 
tils ; wherein the juflnels of their fitnifiesi and the Bii« 
luitenefi as well as-exadne& of- their delcriptious^ are4n^ 
deed inimitable. Their* verfes abound very much in borfi: 
of thefi: rand ufaallycontafa eitheribind' exalted ooiioni- 
of fijeodfl^ and'^ benevolence^, or the prailes of thole, « 
who were vifton in races- and otiier bodily exercifcs; 
Their buildings altboogfa very rude and Omple, are not^ 
iiaconveoient, but weH cofttrived to deftnd them from all 
injuries of- cold aachheat. l^iey hive a kind of- tree^ 
which at forty 'yeara old loofenria die root, and falla 
with the firft ftorm ; it -grows very (Iriut; andlxang points 
cdlikeftHkesi with *a (harp ftone ((or the Houyhnhnms 
know not the uie of iiHsn)^ they (tick tl^em cr^^ io the 
groundabont teti -inclies afufider,- and their weave in oat^ 
Ifcraw, o» icKnetifoes wvittlesj betwixt them« The roof 
is made after the £ime manner/ and (b are the doors. 

Tlie Ho«yb4ihnms uIc tlie hollow part, between thi^ 
paftern and the hoof, of tlieir fore -feet, as we do our- 
hands, and this with gi*eatei dexterity than I could at 
firU iiiiagiue. I have feen a w^iite mare of our family^ 
thread a needle (which lilcnt her on purpofe) with that 
j«iat. They milk their cows, reap their oats, and do all 
the work which re4aires hands in the fame mumier; 
Xbey hive a kind oi. bard flints, . whVd\, V^^ ^cv:^'^^ ^* 



t-^: f. 
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giioft other Clones^ ^hey form into inftrumests^Jllnt in% 
intlcid of wedges, axes, and hacnniersi With toolr 
nude of thefe Hmts they likewife cuttheir hay, aod reap 
their oats, which there grow naturally ia fcvcralfieWsJ 
the jfjhoos draw home the flieaves in carriages, aodthi 
fen-'ants tread them, in ccrtam covered hutsitogeto* 
the gr .4 in, which is kept in ftbres. They make a wit 
kind of earchea aird wooden veHels, and b^ke ihefimMr 
in the Ibnrf 

It they can avokl cifujlties, they die only ofoUtfi i::\.i\ 
and are huritd in ihc obfcureli- places that canbefe»"*i k- . 
their friends and relations exprciling neither joy W » /J 
gi ief at their dop\rture;> nor does the dya^ ptrloo* ' ' ' 
cover the Icail re;;rct that he is leaving the world, iM i--- 
more than if he were upon returning home from a vAt tQ i-- 
ouc of his neiglihours. I remember> my maftcrl*^ j'- 
once made an appointment with a friend and lis^fAnlV) v' 
to co!ne to his houfe upon fome affair of importance) oft V 
the day fixod, the miAreis and hertwo 'children cameYti' i 
ry late ; (he made two exctifcs, fird for Ixr hufiund, -. 
who, as fhe faid, happened that very morning to Iknuvi^ * 
The word is ftrongly expreilive in their languagtfi'bul 1 
not eaiily rendered into £ugii{hi it fignifies ^« rf^^VM . 
his fir ft mother. Her excufe for not comingwfooner wai| 
that her hu(band dying late in the moruing,-.(be vMV 
good while conful ting her (ervams about a ciiovfmimt 

Slace where his body (hould be laid; and I obiervedi 
IS behaved herielf at ourhoufe as chearfully as the rtft: 
(he died about three months after. • 

They live generally to feventy, or feventy-fivc yeaff> ! 
very llldom to fourfcore : fome weeks before th.eir death, ' 
they fctl a gradual decay ; but without pain» During 
this time rl.ey are much viiited by their friends, becaufc 
they cannot go abroad with tiieir ufual eafe and fatifla* 
ftion. However, about ten days before their death, 
which they leldo.n fail in computing, they return the »»• 
fits • tlKit have been made them, by thole who arc iicar- 
cft in the neighboui hood, beiug carried in a convenient 
fledge drsLwnhy yahit^ ', which vehicle they ufe, not on- 
ly upon this occafion, but when , they grow old, upon 
l©ng jourDies, or when they are lamed by any accident. 
And therefore vutieo the d^'vvi^ Huuybnhums return thofe 
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hey take a folemn leave of thdr friends^ as if they 
oing to Ibme Tcmate part of the country,' whp« 
sfigned to pals the reft of their lives, 
ow not whether it may be<worth obferving, that 
>uyhnhnni8 have no u.ord in their Janguage to ex- 
ny thing that is ^/7, except what they borrow 
be deformities or ill qualities ofihejahoos. Thus 
sQote the felly of a fervant, an omiilion of a chifd^* 
: that cuts their feet^ a continuance of foul or an- 
ble weather, and the like, by adding to each the 
of ydhoo^ For inftance, hhnvi yahoo^ whnaholm 
ynlhnmch>ihhna yahoo ^ and an ill contrived houfe^ 
ihnmrohhiw yahoo, 

uld with great pleafure enlarge fartho* upon the 
rs and virtues of this excellent people; but intend- 
a fliort time to publiHi a volume by itletf^ exprelly 
that fubjeft, I refer the reader thither. And, m 
eao time, proceed to relate my own^ fad cata* 



CHAP. X. 

(thorns rconomy and happy life among the Hottiy* 
nmsm His great huprovetnent iu virtue by con" 
^ifjg with them. Their cofiverfutions. The author 
} notice given him by his majler^ that he viuji de* 
t from the country. He falls inte a Jhvoon for 
f; but fubfNits. He contrives and finijhes a ca- 
by the help of a feilow-fervant^ und puts tofea.at 
enture. 

lP fettled my little oecononay to my own heart's 
itci)t. My madtr had ordered a room to be made 
e after their mjnner, about fix yards from the 
; the fides and (loors of which I plaiftered with 
md covered with ru<h-matts pt my own contriving; 
beaten hemp^ whxh there* grows wild, and made 
I fort of ticking : this I filled with the feathers of 
1 birds I had taken with fpripges made- of >'^^co/ 
and were excellent food. 1 had worked two 
wLcii my kniie^ the forrel-Da^ ueX^Xt^^ u\^ v^.>^R% 
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groflcr and more laboriotit part. When my do 
worn to ragiy I made mylelf others with tbi 
rabbets, and of -a certain beautiful animal a 
fiune fizc, called nnuhtidj^ the (kin of which: 
with a fine down. Of tbeic I al(b made very 
(lockings. I foaled my (hoes with wood, w 
from a tree, ard fitted to the upper-leather; i 
this was worn out, I fupplted it with the (kins 
dried in the lijn. I often got honey out of hoi) 
which I mingled with water, or .eat with my br 
man could more verify the < truth of theie two 
That nature is very eafilj fatUfied ; and, TL 
is the fHothjr of invefition, 1 enjoyed ptrrfe^ 
body, and tranviuilliiy of mind. I did not feel tl 
cry or inconftaiM:y of a friend, nor the iujuries' 
6ro{^n enemy. I had no occaiion of bribing, 
or pimpng, to procure the favour of any great 
of his minion. I wanted no fence agaiuCl fra 
preffion ; here was neither phyfician to deftroy 
nor lawyer to ruin my fortune ; no informer 
my words and actions, or forge aGcufations aga; 
hire; here were no gibeis, xenfurers, back-bii 
pockets, highwaymen, houfe- breakers, attorni 
bufPuons, gameilers, politicians, wits, (plenetii 
talkers, controvertifts, raviOiers, murderers, rol 
tuofoes; no leaders or followers of party an 
no encouragers to vice by feducement or exai 
dungeons, axes, gibbets, whipping- ports, or pil 
cheating (hop- keepers or mechanics; no pride, 
affedlation; no-fops, bullies, drunkards, (Irollii 
or poxes ; no ranting, lewd, expeiifive wives; 
proud pedants; no importunate, over-bearinj 
Tome, noify, roaring, empty, conceited, Cweari 
nk>nff ; no ic oundrels railed from the dull up 
rit of their vites, or nobility thrown into it < 
of their virtues ; no lords, fidlers, judges, o; 
makers. 

I had the favour of being admitted to ttvc 
hnhms, who came to vifit or dine with n. 
where his honour gracioufly fuftered me to v, 
room, and liften to their dilcourfe. Both 1 
company would ofitii dtfctvid \ti ^(k me quel 
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I my anfwers. I had alfo ibmetimes the honour 
ending my mafter in his viOts to others. I ne/er 
)ed to fpcak, except in anlvver to a qutilion ; and 
did it with inward regret, liccaufe it was a lois of 
ch time for improving mylelF: but I was infinitely 
ted with the (tation of an humble auditor in Inch 
rfations, where nothing pafTed but what wus ufcfuli 
Ted in the fcweft and moli fignificant words : where 
lave already laid) the greateft decency was oblerv- 
:hout the leaft degree of ceremony ; where no per- 
oke without being pleafed hiniftrif, and plei(in^> lis 
mions; where there was no interrupt ion, tediouf- 
lieat, or difference of fenlimcKts. They have a 
1, that when people are met together, a (hort (i« 
doth much improve converfition : this I found to 
ic; For during tlu>lc little intermillions of talk^ new 
would arife in their minds, which very much en- 
d the difcourfe. Their fubjedls are generally 011 
fhip and benevolence, on order and oeconomy ; 
Imes upon the viGble ojierations of nature, or anci- 
aditions; upon the bounds and limits of virtue j up- 
: uucrring rules of reafon, or upon ibme dctcrmi- 
)s to be taken at the next great aiJcmbiy ; and of- 
)on the various excellencies of paltry ^ I may add, 
ut vanity, that my prefence often gave them iuffi* 
matter for difcourfe, becaufe it alTorded my mafler 
cafion of letting his friends into the hiftory of me 
y country, upon which they were all pleafed tode* 
n a m.inner not very Jvantageous to human kind; 
r that reafon 2 (hall not repeat what they faid: on- 
ay be allowed toobferve, that his honour, to my 
idmiration, appeared to underfland tl>e nature of 
much better than my (elf. He went through all 
:es and follies, and difcovered many which I had 
mentioned to him, by only fuppofkig what Qualities 
9 of their country,with a fmall proportion ot rea(bo, 
be capable of exerting ; and concluded, with too 
probability, how vile, as well as miserable} (uch a 
re muft be« 

rely confcfs, that ail tlte little knowledge I have of 
.luc, was i.cqoired by the ie<5lures 1 reoeived frooi 
idcr, and fiom hearing the dficourfiefrof Uoi^tA 
t. JV.' A a ^^ 
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his friends; to which I fhoulJ l)e prouder to lifleo, than 
to diJldte to the greateil and wiiell ailembly in Europe. 
I admired tlie ftreogth, comeliuefs, and fpced of the inha- 
bitants; and fuch a conllellation of virtues, in fuch ami- 
able perlbns, produced in me the highed veneration. At 
firll indeed I did not feel that natural awe, which thej^a- 
hoos and all other animals bear towards them : but it 
grew upon me by degrees, much fooner than I imagined, 
and was mingled with a refpedlFul love and gratitude, 
that they would condefcend to diftinguifti me from the 
reft of my Ipecies. 

When I thought of my familj', my friends, my coun* 
trymen, or human race in general, 1 confidered them as 
they really v/i:tQy yahoos in (hape and difpofition, perhaps 
a little more civilized, and tiualified with the gift of 
ipeech ; but making no other ule oK reafon, than to im- 
prove and multiply thote vices, whereof their brethren 
in this country had only the (hare that nature allotted 
ihem. When I happened to behold tl.e reliction of my 
own form in a lake or a tbuntain, I turned away my face 
in horror and detcftation of myfelf ; and could l)ctter en- 
dure the fight of a common yahoo than c f my own per- 
fon. By tonverfing with the Houyhnhnms, and looking 
i?pon them with delight, I fell to imitate their gate and 
gdlurc, which is now grown into an habit ; and my 
friends often tell me in a blunt way, th^it J trot /ike a 
horfe ; which however \ take for a great com^ li.. ent : 
neither (hall I difown, that in fpeaking I am apt to Irill 
into the voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear 
myljlf ridiculed on that account without the lead morti- 
ficiiion. 

In the midfl: of all this happinels, and when I looked 
upon myfelf to he fully iettkd for life, my mafter fcnt 
for me one morning a little earlier than his uAial hour, 
I obferved by his countenance, that he was in fome per- 
plexity, and at a lo(s how to begin what he had to fpeak. 
Afier a Ihorc filence, he told me, he did not know how 
1 would take what he was going to fay ; that in the laft 
general alf^mbly, when the affair of \}\cyahcQS was en- 
tered upon, the reprelcntaiives had taken offence at bii 
Jieeping a yahoo (meaning myfelf) in his family, more 
//Ac a Houyhnhum, tluii a V>\uXt ^vAtual. That he was 



A Voyage to the IIouyhnhnms. 281 

Frequently to converfe with me, as if he could 
»ne advantage or plcafure in my company : that 
ddlice was not ap.reeablc to realbn or nature, or 
;ver heard of b«.fbre among them. The aflem- 
hcrefore c>:horf him either to employ me like the 
y fj^ccics, or command me to fwim back to the 
>m whence 1 came : That ihe firft of thefe ex- 
was utterly rejected by all the Hxiuyhnhnms, 
ever fecii me at his houfe or their own : for they 
that becaufe I had fome rudiments of reafon, 
> the natural praviiy of thofc animals, it was to 
d, 1 might be able to fcduce them into the 
nd mountaiiious parts of the country, and bring 
troops by ni^ht to dcftroy tl.e Houyhnhnms cat- 
tring naturally of the ravenous kind, and aveife 
our. 

lafter added, that he was daily pre (led by the 
inms of the neighbourhood to have the aifem- . 
hoi'tation cxecuicd,. which he could not put off 
•nger. He doubted it would be impoflible for 
'i.n to an'^ther country ; and thcrefoie wilhcd I 
:>ntrive fome fort of vehicle reftmbling thole I 
libtd to him, thit mi^ht carry me on the fci : 
1 work I fhould h:ve the adillaiice of his own 
as wrll as tliofc of his neighlours. He con- 
that, for his own part, he could have been con- 
Leep me in his ftrvice us long as I lived ; becaule 
1 had" cured myfclf of Ibme bad habits and dil- 
, by endeavouring, as far as my inferior n iture 
ible, to imitate the Houyhnhnms. 
lid here ohfcrve'to the reader, that a decree of 
ral afTembly in this country is exprdfcd by the 
hloayn, which fignifies an exhoriaiion^ as near as 
idtr it ; for they have no conception how a rali- 
iture may be compelled^ but only advifetl, or c?x- 
l)ccaure no perlbn cau difobey reafbn without 
p his claim to be a rational creature. 
(Iruck with the utmoft grief and defpair at my 
difcourfe : and being unable to fupport the ago* 
is under, I fell into a fwoon at his tect ; when I 
mvd'lt^ he told me, that he concluded I liad 
id (for tLefe people are fubjedt to ao Gwh ia\lyf. 
A a a cSvott 
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cilicies of n iture). I anfweredy b a faint voice, that 
ikath would have been too great an happinels ; -that al- 
though I could not blame the allembly'g exhortation, or 
the urgency oi* his Friends ; yet, in n>y weak and corrupt 
judgment, I thoup,ht it might conCft with reaiun to have 
hern iefs rigorous^: that i could notfuini a league, ancT 
probably the neared land to theirs might Bediflant above 
an hundred r that many materials neteir^jry for making 
i fmall veflel to carry me off, were \^ holly wanting io^ 
this country, which however I" would attemp.t in obedi'- 
ence and gratitutle to his honour, although I concliided^ 
the thing te be impoilible,. and therefore looked on my« 
fclf' as already devoted to deftruftion : that the certaia 
profix:<5l of an unnatural death was the leaft of my evils: 
tbi* iiippoting I fhould efcape with life by feme llrango 
a.lveniure, how could I think with temper of pailing roy 
di)sarnonj7j<a/;06J, and reh^pfinp^hitotny oI();coiTUptionSy, 
fur want of examples to lead and keep me within the 
pubs of virtue: that I knew loo well, upon what (olid- 
rvifons all the determinations of the wile Houyhnhnmi- 
wc:ic founded, not to be (haken by arguments of mine^ 
a inilerable y^hoo ; and tliertfbre, after prt fen ting bim 
^itlt n»y liu;nble thanks for the i&v of bis (ervants af^ 
iJitiiKe ill iiKiking a vc({t-I, and deGiing a reafonable time 
ior ^o diiHcuIt a work, I told him I would endeavour to 
pit for ce a ui etched being ; and ii-^ ever I returned to Eog- 
1 md, was not without hopes of being ufcful to my o\vtt> 
l[>ocic"5, by celebrating the praifes of the renowned Houy- 
hnhnm:^, and propoiiug their virtues to* the imitation of 
niaiikiiid. 

My maftcr, in a few words, made a very graciouS' 
reply, allowed me the fpace of two niouths to finilh mf 
boat, and ordered the ton el-nag, my fellow-fervanl (for 
lb at this difl;ance I may prefume to call him)^ to follow 
my inftrut^ions ; becaufe 1 told my mafter, that his help 
^vollld be lufHcient, and 1 knew he had a tenderiiefs for 
me. 

In his company, my firft bufinefs was to go to that part 
of the coafl:, where my rebellious crew had ordered nie 
to be fet on (hore. 1 got upon a height,- and looking-, 
en every (ide into the lea, fancied' t faw a fmall iHaod 
iowsLY^t the north' call i I took out my ^oeket-glafs, and 
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then clearly didioguifh it about five leagues off, as: 
puted ; but it appeared to the forrel-nag to be ouly^ 
J cloud : for as he had iio conception of any coun* 
£de his own, fo he could not be as expert in di« 
iihing remote objects at fca, as we.wboro'niuclx 
Tfe in that element. 

er I had difcovered this illand,. I conCderisd no far^ 

but relblved^ it ihould, if polTible^. be tlie firlL 

:>f my banilhment, leaving tbeconfequence to for* 

turned home, and cottTuIting with the(brrel-nag>. 
lit into a copfe at fome didance, where I with my 
and he witb.a (hopi ^t^ fadeued very artificially 
leir manner to a wooden handle, cut down, feverai 
tttles, about the thicknefs of» a walking-flafF, and 
irger pieces. But I. (hall not trouble the reader 
particular. defcription of my own mechanics; let it 
:o fay, that in lix weeks time, .with the help of the 
iag> . who performed the parts that required mod 
> 1 finiHied a fort of Indian canoe, but much lar* 
irering it with the fldns oS yahoos well ditched to- 
with hempen threads of my own making. My 
9 likewiib compofed of the (kins of the fame aui« 
but I made ule of the younged I could gct> the 
being too tough and thick;- and L likewile provi* 
yielf with four paddles. Llaid in a dock of boHed 
Df rabbets and fowls;, and took with me two vef- 
ne filled with milk, and the other with water., 
'led my canoe in a large pond near my mader's 
■ and thencorre^led in it what was amifs ; . dbpping 
^ chinks with yahoos tallow, till 1 found it dancb, 
>le to 'bear me and my freight.- And, when it was 
iplete as I could poflibly.make it, I. bad it dra^n 
arriage very gently hy^yahoes to the (ea-fide, under 
ndu^ of the K>rrel-nag, and another fervant, 
en all was ready,, and the day came for my de* 
e, I tookleave of my mader and ladyv and the 
family, mine eyes Bowing with tearsj and my 
|uite funk with grief.. But his honour, out of cu« 
, and perhaps (it" I may (peak it without vanity)^, 
out ot kindneis, was determined to (ee me b my 
;. and got feverai of his neighbouring fjaends lO' 
A. a 3 ^sfin^* 
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accoHipany htm. I was foroed to wait above an ho 
for tlie luloy and then obftrviRp; the wind very fbrtunat 
]y bearing towards the iflaud to which 1 intended 
lleer my courti-y I look a feccnd leave of my mafter : b 
as 1 was gouig to proflrate myfelf to ki(L his hoof, 
did me the honour to raile it gently to my mouth, 
am not ignorant how much I have been cenlured 
mentioning this \A\ particular. Detractors are pies 
to think it improbable, that io illuftrious a perfon (ho 
ddbcnd to give (b great a mark of diOindtion to a ci 
Hire ib iiii'er'ior as 1. Neither have I forgotten how 
(bme travellers are to boad of extraordinary favours t 
have received. But, if tl^le cenfurers were better 
c^uaiiiti-d with the noble and courteous diipo(itioo of 
HonyhnhnmSy tliey would foon change their opdoioB. 
1 paid my refpt^s to the relt of the Houyhnbom 
his honour's company ; then getting into my canoe 
pufhcd off trom Chore. 



CHAP. XX 

The author*s dangerous voyage^ He arrives at' K\ 
Holland^ hop'wg to fettle tkere^ Is ivounded i 
at2 arrow by Mie of the natives. Js feized and t 
rit'd by frc£ into a Pcrtugueze fhip. The great 
viiities of the captain. The author arrives at E* 
land, 

T BEGAN this defperate voyage on February 
•■■ 1714-15, at 9.0' clock in tlie morning. The w 
was very favourable ; however I made ufe atfiril onh 
my pjddles ; but conlidenng I (hould ibon be weary, ; 
that the wind might chop about, I ventured to fet up 
little fail ; and thus, with the help of the tide, I weut 
the rate of a league and a half an hour, as near asl lO 
gucff;. My mader and his friends continued on 
ihor«, till I was almoft out of fi^ht ; and I often be 
tlie IbncUnag (who always loved roe) crying out, k 
ill a njha majah yahoo, Take care of thy (elf gentle j 
hoo. 

My ^cfiga was, if [Joflible, to difcovcr forae ft^ 

ifLi 
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I uninhabited^ yet fufficient by my labour to furniflv- 
vith the necefiaries of life, which I. would have 
rbt a greater happinefs than to be firll minifter in the 
?lt court of Europe; fo horrible wa:i the idea Icon- 
d of returning to live in die ioGiety,. and under the 
-nment of y^oas^ ¥ot, in (uch a iblitude as I de- 
, 1 could at Icaft enjoy my own thoughts, and re- 
MTith delight on the virtues of thofe inimitable Houy- 
msv without any opportunity of degenerating into the 
and corruptions of my own fpecies. 
be reader may remember what 1 related, when my 
conlpired againft me, and confined me to my cab- 
How I continued thei'e feveral weekswithout kn6w« 
vhat <:ouTfe we took ; and when I was put a-(hore in 
ong-boat, how the faHors told me with oaths, whe- 
true or faife, that they knew not in what part of the 
.d we were. However, I did then believe us to be 
It ten degrees fouthward of tlie Gape of Good. Hope, 
bout 45 degrees fouthern latitude, as L gathered from 
i general words i overheard among them, being I 
oled to- the (buth-eaft in their intended voyage to 
iagaicar. And although this weie but little better 
1 conjeAure, yet I refolved to ftecrmy courfe eaft- 
d, lioping to reach the foiith- weft coaft of New-Hol- 
1, and perhaps fome fuch ifland as I deHred lying 
^ward of it. The wind was full weft, and, by fiK 
be evening, I computed I liad gone ea(l*ward at lea it 
iteen leagues ^ when Ifpied a very fmall ifland about 
fa league off, which I foon reached. It was nothing 
a rock with 4one creek naturally arched by the force 
tempeds. Here I put in my canoe, and climbing a 
t of the rock, I could plainly difcover land to the eafl^ 
ending from Couth to north. I lay all night in my 
oe ; and repeating my voyage early in the morning, I 
ived ra feven hours at the louth-eall point of New* 
Hand. This comfirmed me in the opinion I have long 
crtained, that*the mafi and charts place this country 
Icaft three degrees more-to the eaft nhan it really is j 
ich thought I communicated many years ago to my 
rthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll, and gave bim my 
fbns fbr it, although he hath ratber choien to/ollow 
or auibocs* • 
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I Lw no lohabitaots in the place where I landed, and 
being unarmed, 1. was afraid oF venturing ^ar IncQ the coun- 
try. I found fome (hell-fifh on tliefhore,. and eat them 
raw, not daring to kindle a fire ibrfear of being dilcover* 
ed by- the natives* I continued three days teeding on 
oyders and liinpils to fave my own provifions ; and 1 for- 
tunately found a brook of excellent, water^^ wliich gave 
me great relief. 

On the fourth day, venturihgout early a little toofari 
I faw twenty or thirty natives upon a height, not above 
five hundred yards from me. They were (lark- naked, 
men> women, and children, round a fire, .as I could dilV 
caver by ihe fmoke. One of them fpied me, and gaVe 
notice tjo the reft ; five of them advanced towards mCr 
leaving the women and children at the fire. Imade ^hat 
hade 1 could tothe (hore,.and getting into my canoe> (ho« 
ved olf : the lavages obferving me retreat^ ran afttr-me; 
and, before I could get far enough into the (ea, .diicbarg-^ 
ed an arrow, which wounded me deeply on the infide of 
Qiy left knee (1 (hall carry the mark to my grave). I 
apprehended the arrow might be poifoncd^ and paddling 
out of the reach of their darts (being a calm day) I made 
a (hift to fuck the woiuid> and dreis it as well as Lcouldi 

I was at alofewhat to do, for L durft not return to 
tlie fame landing-pluoe, but ftood to the north,- and was 
forced to paddle; for the W!nd> though very geotle, 
was againd.me,. blowing north- weft. Asl was looking 
about tor a (ecure landing-place, Lfaw a fail to tlie north 
north-eaft, which appearing every minute more vifible^L 
was in fome doubt whether 1 fhould wait- for them or 
DO ; but at laft.my detcftation ofiiheyahm race prevailed) 
and turning my canoe, I failed and paddled together totbo 
ibuth, and got into the fame creek from whence 1 fet 
Out in the morning, chufing rather to truftmylelf among 
thele Barbarians^ than live with European jahoos. L 
drew up my canoe as dole as I could to the (horc> and 
hid myielf behind aftone by the little brook^ whidb, U 
I have already laid, was excellent water* 

The (hip came within half a ]eagi:e of this creek, and 
(cnt out her long-boat with veilels to take in frefh water 
((for the place, it fecms, was. very well known) s but 1 did 
not obfcrve it^ till the boat was almoft ooihoye i and it 

wair 
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:c>o late to leek another hidiag- place. The feamen 
sir landing obferved my canoe^ and rummaging it all 
eaiily coujedUired ttiat the owner could not be far 
Four of them, well armed, iearched every cranny 
lurking- hole, till at had they found me flat on my 
behind a (lone. They gazed a while in admira- 
It my (Irange uncouth dreik ; my coat made of (kins^ 
'ooilen foaled fhoes> and' my furred (lockings; from 
ce however they concluded, I was not a native of 
lace, who all go nakcdr One of the feamen, ia 
igucze, bid me rile, and alked who I was. I un- 
»od that language very well, and getting upon my 
faid I was- a poor yaho^ baniflied from the Houy* 
ms^ and dedred they would pleafetalet me depart* 
admired to bear me anfwer them in their own 
le, and faw, by my complexion, I mud be an £u« 
.n- ;- but were ac a lofs to know what 1 meant hyyom 
iud Houyhnhnms, and at the fame time fell a laugh' 
t my llrange tone in fpeaking, which rcrembled the 
ing of a horle. I trembled all the while betwixt 
ind hatred ; I again defined leave to depart, and waa 
y moving to my canoe ; but they laid hold on oie, 
,ng to know, what country i was of ? whence I 
; \ with many otlier quedions. I told them I wa» 
in England, from whence V came about five years 
and then their country and ours were at peace. I 
;fore hoped they would not treat me as an enemy, 
1 meant them no harnr, but was a poor j/ahco feek- 
bme dslblate place where to pals the remainder of 
ntbrtunate life. 

^hen they began to talk, I thought I never heard or 
any thing lb unnatural ; for it appeared to me as 
(Irous, as iF a dog or cow (hould Ipeak in England,. 
jahoo in Houfhnhm-land, The honed Fortugueze 
I equally anazed at my drange drels, and the odd 
ncr of delivering my words, which however they un- 
>od very welU They (poke to me N^ith great hu* 
ity, and faid tlicy were Lie tlie captain would carry 
^rat/j to Li(bon, from whtnce 1 mi^ht return lo my 
country : that two of the feamen would go back to 
(hip, inform the captain of what they had lecn,.and . 
ive liift orders ; in the mean tivue, uuVtV&l %q\M ^m^ 
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iny Iblemn oath not to fly, they would fecure me bjf :: 
force. 1 tliojght it belt to comply with their propoU. . 
Tiicy were very curious to know my Ilory, butlgart : 
thciii very li ale fat Ufa^ioa ; and they all conjeteil, '.: 
that my misfortunes had impaired my reafon. Id tvo 
hojis the hoit, which went loaden with vefTclsofwaWj 
reiurncJ uiih the captain's command to fetch me a 
bt)ani. I fell en niy knees to prcferve my liberty, but r 
all \v.is in vain ; an J the men having tied me witbtortij, v 
li»uvcJ me into the boat, from whcuie I was taken iniff '. 
tiic flrp, and rrom thence into the captain's calbin. \: 

Hib name w.ii Peilro de Meiulez ; he wis a very cour- 
teous and generous pcrfon ; he intreatcd me togivefoae 
account of msfclf, and defired to know whatlwouldcat 
or drink ; fiid 1 ihould be ufed as well as bimfclf, m* 
fpoke lb mmy ooliging things, that I wondered toW 
fiich ci.iiiiics from SL^ahoo. However, I remained illot \ 
and lullcn ; 1 was ready to faint at the very fmdlofhiil 
and his mtn. At lall 1 deiired fomething to cato»l« 
my own canoe ; but he ordered me a chicken, andlba* 
ex^.ellcnt wine, and then directed that 1 (hould bepotj? 
bed in a very clean cab.)in, 1 would not undreli m)letf» 
but lay on the hed-cloalhs, and in half an hourftoleonlr 
when I thou;;ht the crew was at dinner, andgetfiogW $ 
the fide of the fiiip, was going to leap into tbefea, aw" •' 
fwim for ray life, rather than continue amoog/tf^W*' J 
but one of the fcamen prevented me, .and having iDfon"* t 
ed the captain, 1 was chained to my cahbiii. 

Afar dinner, Don Petlro came to me, and defired Ift* 
know my reafon for fo dcfperate an attempt; affuredKi 
lie only mexnt tcTcio me all the (ervice he was able, «» 
Ipoke fo very movingly, that at lalt 1 de(ctnded toireil 
him like an aniinal which had fome little-'portion of rea* 
Ion. J gave him a very fhort relatM of my voyage; of 
the conlpiracy agaiult me by my own men ; of tbccoui" 
try where they let me on fbore, and of my five year*rt* 
lidence there : All which he looked upon, as if ituerta 
dream or a viGon, whereat 1 took great offence; for^ 
had quite fo^^ot the faculty of lyinj!, (() peculiar to ;«• 
iijoj in all counuifs where they prefidc, and confequent" 
ly the dilpofiifon of fufpe<fting truih in others of their offf 
^edc6. I aik<:d b*\m, wUeiUer it wene the cuftoni inbii 

wwLvtnj 
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ortance, and I hope I (hall feldom miftakc the day 
vill happen ; therefore, I think good to inform the 
•, that 1 all along make ufe of the old fiyUy obler- 

England, which I dedrehe will compare with that 
; news- papers, at the time they relate the atftions I 
on* 

mft add one word more : 1 know it hath been the 
•n of feveral learned perfons, who think well enough 
3 true art of adrology, that the (lars do only in* 

aod not force the adtions or wills of men ; and 
x)re, however I may proceed by right rules, yet I 
>t in prudence fo coundently afluse the events will 
V exacflly as I prcdidl them. 

ope 1 have naturally confidcred this objeAion, which 
ic cafes is of no little weight. For example : a 
inayy by the influence of an over- ruling planet, be 
ed or inclined to lull, rage er avarice, and yet by 
brce of reafbn overcome that evil influence •, and 
/as the cafe of Socrates * : but the great events of 
vorld uilially depending upon numbers of men, it 
>t be e.xpe^ed they fhould all unite to crofs their 
ations, for purfomg a general deiign, wherein they 
moufly agree* Bcfides, the influence of the ftais 
es to many aflions and events, which are not any 
in the power of reafbn ; as (icknefs, death, and 

vt^e commonly call accidents, with many more need* 

repeat. 

It now it is time to proceed to niy predi^ons, whicli 
e begun to calculate from the time that they<//i en- 
nto Aries. And this I lake to be properly the be- 
ng of the natural year. \ purlue them to the time 
he enters Libra, or (bmewhat more, which is thft - 
period of the year. The remainder I have not yet 

A phydogoomid being brought by Socrates's fcholars, to exi« 

the features of their mader, pronounced him, according 

e rules of art, paflionatCr intemperate, and libidinous ; and 

1 he was reproached and derided by them for a judgment fo 
ite from the truth, Socrates rcfcaed him from dicir infult, 
fcbrlng, that his natural difpofuioo <^as fuch as had been 
ibcd, before it was corre^^ed by the fludy of philofophy. 
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would not only draw numbers of people to fee me, bat 
probably put me in danger oF being impriioDed or burnt | 
by the inquifition. The captain perfuaded me to accept ; 
a fuit of cioaths newly made ; but I would not fuffer tbe - 
taylor to take my meafure. However, Don Pedro beiog I 
almoll of my (ize, they fitted me well enough. Heao ) 
coutred me with other neceifarie^ all new, which I aired | 
for twenty -four hours, before 1 would -ulelhem. .' 

The captain had no wife, nor above three iervanti^ \ 
none of which were fuffercd to attend at meals; and his 
>vhole deportment was (b obliging, added to very good 
httmitt undeillanding, that I really began to toleratfhis 
company. He gained fo far upon me, that 1 veoturtdM . 
look out of the back window. By degrees 1 was brot^ \ 
into another room, from whence I peeped into the ftrcct^ 1 
but drew my head hack in a fright. In a wcek^ dine be | 
feduced me down to the door. I found my terror gr^ ^ 
dually leflefted, but my hatred and contempt feeinedts 
iticrcafe. I was at lad bold enough to walk the totb 
his company, but kept my nofe well (lopped with rue, cr 
Ibmciimcs with tobicco. 

In ten days, Don Pedro, to whoin I had given (boK 
account of my domedic affairs, put it upon measamst- 
ter of honour and confcience, tJiat I ought lo return tt 
my native country, and live at home with my wiftad 
children. He told me, there was an EnplHh ihip io tl« 
port jud ready to fail, and he would furaiOi nie witbill \ 
tilings neceifary. It would he tedious to repeat bisai^ 
ments, and my contradictions. He laid it was altogctbct 
impoflible to find luch a Iblitary iiland as I had dcfiredtS 
live in j but I might command in my own houfcj and 
pals my lime in a manner as reclufe as I plealed. 

I complied at I all, finding Icouid not do better. Il<» 
Lifbon, the 24th day oFNov. in an Englifh uiercbant* 
nun, but who was the mailer I never enquired. Do" 
Pedro accompanied me to tlie (hip, and lent me twenty 
pounds. He took kind leave of me, and embricedi* 
at parting, wl)ich I bore as well as I could. During tbii 
lall voyage, 1 had no commerce with the mnlbr, oranjf 
of his men ; but pretending I was'fick, kept clcfciojny 
cabbin. On the 5th of December I7r5, we caft W 
chor in the Downs s\^\iX vau^ iw the oiorniugi and it 
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from his horle. I have not been able to dilco* 
her he will then die or not. 
e nth, will begin a moft important fiege^ which 
of all £urope will be upon : I cannot be more 
r : for in relating affairs that ^ nearly concern 
derates^ and confequently this Idngdom^ I am 
con&ie myfelf^ for leveral reaibns very obvious 
ader. 

e I5th^ news will arrive of a very furprizing €• 
m which nothing could he more unexpe<fted, 
e Tpth, three noble ladies of this kingdom wilf^ 
ill expc<ftation, prove with child, to the great 
eir hufbands, * 

s 23d, a famous buffoon of the play-houle wil! 
culous death, fuitable to his vocation. 

This month will be difticguifhed at hoaie, by 
difperfing of iholc ridiculous deluded enthufiafts, 
y called the Prophets ; occafioned chiefly by fec- 
ime come, when many of their prophecies (hould 
;d, and then finding chem&lves deceived by con* 
nts. It is indeed to be admired, how any de« 
m be fo weak to fortel things near at hand, 
very few months mufit of necefHty difcover the 
\ to all the world ; in this point lefs prudent than , 
almanack»makerii, who are fo wife to wander in 

and talk dubioufly, and leave to the reader the 
►f interpreting. 

s id of this month, a French general will be kill* 
random fhot of a cannon-ball. 
I 6th, a fire will break out in the fliburb» of Paris, 
ill deftroy above a thoufand houfcs -, and Teems 
: foreboding of what will happen, to the itirprize 
irope, about the end of the following month, 
e lOlh, a great battle will be fought, which wilf 
four of the clock in the afternoon, and lafl till 
ight with great obllinacy, but no very decifive 
I fhall not name the place, for the realbns afore- 
t the commanders on each leFit-wing will be kilU 
I fee bonfires, and hear the noife of guns for a 

e 14th, there will be a falfe report of the French 
ath. 
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CHAP. XII*. 

* 
77'ir author s veracitj. His defign in puhlijl 
iv'.rk. His cenfure of thofe travellers wh 
from the truth, The author clears himfelf ^ 
jhnfler e/iJs in writings An %h]eBiQn a 
The viethcJ of planfnig colonies. His nafw 
covnnended* The right of the. crordsn to thofe 
defended by the author, is juftified. The dij 
conquering them. The futhor takes his la^ 
the reader: propofeth his manner of living j 
ture : gives good advice ^ aud concludeth, 

THUS, 'gentle reader, I ha-ve given thee 
liiftory of my travels for Ii^teen years 
fcvcn months ,• wherein I have not l>ecn fo ftud 
namcnt as of truth. I could perhaps, like otl 
udonifhed thee with flrange Improbable tales'; 
ther chofe to relate plain matter of fa«5l in tl 
maincr and (lyle ,• bccaufe nvy principal deli^ 
inform, and not to amufe thee. 

It is cafy for us who travel into remote 
which are feldom vifited by Eiiglilhmen, or ot 
peans, to form defcriptjons of wonderful animi 
iea and land. Whereas a travdler!s chi«f aim 
to make men wifer and better, and to improve I 
by the bad, as wellasgood examples, of what ll 
concerning foreign places^ 

* I muft confefs, in the fpirit of candour and fince 
heaitilyuifh this izth chapter, which is, without exc 
dullril piece (at leaft that I can remember) in his who 
were either burnt or annihilated. This, indeed, like 
his critics, I ccuiJ Cafily have pafled over uncciifr.ied ; p 
never obfcrved it : and yet all that I mean by this gen 
(for 1 dc/pifc the reputation of a little cenforing critic), 
the world, that I would fcorn to approve, through tbicl 
th^ works of the moil- approved, confummate genius, i 
rhat little knowledge which I have endeavoured to acqui 
ir^oc to my own udc c.i\d yidgfi\cat, Z-vVt. 
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(lus refigns his pretentions^ which he had ?)gain taken 
r Ibme time : Stanillaus is peaceably poiFdied of the 
e ; and the kiog of Sweden declares for the £ni- 

annot omit one particular accident here at home ; 
near the end of this month, much mifchief will be 
at Bartholomew fair, by the fall of a booth, 
ptember. This month begins with a very furprizing 
frofty weather^ which will laft near twelve days, 
le Pope having long languifhed lad months the iweU 
in his legs breaking, and the flcOi mortifying^ will 
n tlie nth inftant i and in three weeks time, after a 
ty contefl:, be i'ucceeded by a cardinal of the imperial 
»D, but a native of Tulcany, who is now about (ixty 
^ears old. 

he French army a^fVs now wholly on the defend ve^ 
gly fortified in their trenches; and the young French 
fends overtures for a treaty of peace by the duke of 
tua ; which, becaufe it is a matter of ftate that con* 
( us here at home, I fhall (peak no farther of. 
hall add but one predi<5lion more, and that in myfti- 
erois, whkh fliali be included in a verie out of Virgil. 
Alter eritjam TethySy et ait era qua vebat Argo 
Deled OS heroas, 

pon the 25th day of this month, the fulfilling of thk 
i^ion will be maniteO: to every body, 
his is the ^rtheil I have proceeded in my calculations 
be pretent year. I do not pretend that thefe are all 
;reat events which will happen in this period, but 
thofe I have let down will infallibly come to pais, 
'iil perhaps ftill be objefted, why 1 have not fpoke 
I particularly of affairs at home, or of the fuccels of 
irmies abroad, which I might, and could very largely 
done ; but thofe in power have wifely dilcouraged 
from meddling in public concerns, and I was reiblved 
o means to give the lea ft offence. This 1 will ven- 
to lay, that it will be a glorious campaign for the 
?8, wherein the EngHfh forces, both by fea and land, 
have their full (hare of honour : that her majefty 
en ANN£ will continue in health and profpcrity ; 
that no ill accident will arrive to any in the chief 
iftry. 
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dors hiinrdf as die reafoning, governing acimal of his 
couotr^ ? I fhall I'ly nothing of thofe re»note nations, 
whcrej'«/^6C/j prcfLJc> aruung(t which the lead corrupted 
are the IBrobdio^'iugians, wliole wile niaxiir.s in morality 
and govcrumtiit it would be .our bappineis to oblerve. 
But I tbrbeir dcfcaniing farther, and rather leave the ja- 
dici HIS reader to his own remarks and applications. 

I tm not d little plealcd, that this work of mine caa 
pofli'jly meet wiiii no cenliirers : for what objection can 
be made agaii){l a writer, who relates only plain fads, 
that happened in Ilich dilUnt countries, ^whcre we have , 
noi the ieaft iutcrell with reJpe<5l either to trade or uego« 
tiations ? I have carefully avoided every fault, with 
wiiich co.n.no'i writers of' travels- are olten too juftiy 
chirgcd. BeGdcs, I meddle not the lead with any 
p-irty^ but write without paflion, prejudice, or ill-wiU ' 
a^ainft any man, or number of pien whatfoever. I write 
iiiY the noblelt end, to inform ,aad inilru^ mankind, o- 
vcr whom I may, without breath of modefty., pretend to 
fb:ne n.'perioiiry, from tl*e advaatagesl received by coc- 
vcifing lo long among the .mod accomplifiied Hoiiy- 
hi.hiims. I write vvitJiout any view towards profit or 
V'Vi-l'e. I never fui^cr a word to pafs, that may look 
,i::e rL-fi'drion, or polfibJy give the Itiaft offence, even to 
(•.ofc who aie moft ready to take it. So tbat.i hope, I 
iiiay with JLiftice pronounce iiiyfelf an autboi pcrteftly 
bLitncIcfs ; ap^aiufk whom the tribes of anfwerers^ confr 
ilcrcrs, ohf-rvers, refteflers, detcders, remarkers, viill 
never bo abici tofind mattei* for eKcrtiling their talents. 

1 confels, it was whifpcred to me, that I was bound 
ii: duty, as a rjbj:<^ ol" England, tohuve given in a me- 
n ori»i to a tcrctiry of Hate .'t my fiill coming oyer; 
bx.jjre, whatever lands are diicovercd by a ii»bjev% be- 
!(» la to the (roun. But I doubt whedier Qur conquclls, 
!si the countries I treat of, would be as eafy as thofe of 
rc'.diiiar.do Corlcz over t^e naked Americans. The 
]/illijuiii;iiis, i tliiiik,. are hardly worth the charge of a 
ik'ct and army to reduce them ; and I queftion whether 
^ iiiiglit be prudent or fafe to attempt the Brobdingnagi* 
.ins : Or wl)cclicr an Englilh army would be much at 
their eale wjtli lL.: fiying ifliud over tJuir heads. The 
^^-y-\y\\v\h\i\\x'i^ \ndii<.d, ap^^^iY uvivta be (o j*c1J prepared 
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or war, a fcicnce to wliich they are perfedl ftrangcrs, 
nd cfpecially againft miilive weapons. However, fup- 
>ofing myfeUto be a minlfter of Itate, I could never give 
ly advice for invading them. Their prudence, unani- 
lity, unacquainteduefs with fear, and their lore of their 
ouniry, would amply fupply all defeats in the military 
rt. Imagine twenty thoufand of them breaking into the 
lidll of an European army, confounding the ranks, o- 
crturning the carriafres, battering the warriors faces in- 
o mummy by terrible yerks from their hinder-hoofs ; for 
icy would well defer ve the character given to Augullus :: 
icalcltrat undlque tutus. But inftead of propolals for 
ouquering that magnanimous nation, I rather wi(h they 
(pcre in a capacity, or difpofition, to fend a fufEcient 
lumber of iheir inhabitants for civilizing Europe, by 
caching us the firft principles of honour, jufticc, truth, 
cmpcrance, public fpirit, fortitude, chaility, friendHiip^ 
icnevolence, and fidelity : The w^w^j of all which vir- 
ues are flill retained' among us in mod languages, and 
ire to be met with in modern, as well as ancient au- 
;hors ; which I am able to aflcrt from my own fmall 
'cading. 

But I had another rcafon, which made me kfs forward 
t> enlarge hij majefty's dominions by my diicoveries: To 
ay the truth, I had conceived a few fcruples with rela- 
:ion to the diftributive juftice of princes upon thofe occa- 
ions. For inftance, a crew of pyrites are driven by a 
lorm, they know not whither ; at length a boy dilcovers 
land from the topmaft ; they go on fljore to rob and 
plunder ; they fc^e an harmlefs people, are entcrtair.cd 
with kiiidnclii; they give the country a new name ; they 
take formal podciTion of it for their king ; they fet up a 
rotten plank or a flone for a memorial ; they murder two 
or three dozen of the natives, bring away a couple more 
by force for a fample, return home, and get their pardon. 
Here commences a new dominion, .acquired with a title by 
iivine right. Ships are font with the fiirft opportunity ; 
the natives driven out or deftroyed ; their princes tortur- 
ed to difcovcr their gold ; a free licence given to all a^s 
of humanity and lu(l ; the earth reeking with the btcM* 
of its inhabitants : aud this execrable crew of butchers 
employed in fo pious an e^tpcdition, is a inudcrn coi^nj^. 

B b ^. Sietic^' 
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[ .1 to coiivcrc unu civilize an iJulatrous ar.il barbaroui 

U it tl-.is dcfir*.piu)n, I con ft; (s, doth by no means af- 
fcfl i\\c Hiiiilli nation, who ir^y be an example to the 
\v!io!c \v'.;rlJ, for t'.'.e wiliiom, -care, and juftice in plant- 
i'.}^ c.)Ion'cs ; tl cir liberal eiitlownients for the advance- 
ment or rdi^i'in ind Icarniug; their choice of devout and 
ah'cpiilois to pro;)igite chrijiia:)ty \ their caution in 
Itovikinn their prounces with peq^ile of fober lives and 
lOhvcrLitions, tn):ii this the moil>cr khigdom ; their ftrift 
re.? nd l<i the dillribistion of juflice, in fupplying the d- 
vii ndmir.ilration (hiough all their colonics with officci* 
of the t'jcjtclt ahili'Jf s, utter ftrangcis to corruption ; and 
to (rown all, by fending the mod vigilant and virtuous 
govrniors, who have no other views than the happicctt 
of the people over whom they prelide, and the hooour 
of the King their mailer. 

15ut as thofe countries, which I have dcfcribed, do not 
api'car to have any deGrc of being conquered, and en* 
fl:4vcd, nuirdered or driven out by colonies; nor abouod 
ci'.hcr in gold, (jlv4:r, fugar, or tobacco ^ I did bumbl)L 
conceive, they were by no means proper objedls of our 
zval, our valoui,. or our intcrett. However, if thofe,. 
whom it more concerns, think it fit to be of another opi- 
nion, I am ready to depofe, when I.fball be lawfully call- 
ed, that no European did ever viiit thefe countries be* 
fore me : i mean, if the inhabitants ought to be belie* 
Vc'd J unlefs a dilpute may arife, concerning the i'^oyahou 
Ihid to have hern Itcu many ages ago upon a mountain in 
ll'iuyhnhnmland. 

liut, as to the formality of taking pofleflioo in my (b- 
verei;.nrs name, it never came onc« into my thoughts; 
ind if ic had, yet, as my affairs then (tood, I fhould per* 
hips in point of prudence and felf-prelervation have put 
Lt oft' to a better opportunity. 

H viiig t!:us anfwereMl the only objccflion that can ^ 
vrr !'0 r.iifjd ^gainfl me as a traveller ; I here takeafi* 
nil have of all my courteous readers, and return to enjoy 
my ov.'ii fpeculilions in my little garden at Redriff; to 
ijpply tl:ole excdleut Icilbns of virtue which I learned a* 
M!.>.)j/ tbe Houyhnhnms ; to inftruifl ihe yahoos of my 
ovvn fainily, as fur as 1 Qiall find tJicm docible animals; 

to 
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r it were other wife^ I (liquid have the Ms to an* 
T. We have a cotnoioo form for all thoic tiiiugs ; 
foretelling the weather, we never ineddle uiiii 
Hit leave it to the priuter^ who takes it out of any 
aaack as he thinks fit ; the red was my owd iu* 
I to make my almanack fell, having a wife to main- 
nd DO other way to get my bread. ; for meodiog 
>es is a poor livelihood ; and (added he, (igb- 
wi/h I may not have done more mi(c:!*jt-f by my 
than my aftrology ; though 1 had (ome good re-* 
irorn nay graadmother, and my own com|)Oiitioat 
ichy as I thoi^bt could at leaft do no bint/' 
id tozoe other difcourie with hkir, which now I 

call to mind^ and I fear I. have already tirrd 
ordlbip. 1 (haU only add one circtimftaDce, that 

death-bed be declared bimfelf a Boo-confbrmift, 
d a fanatic preacher to be bb ^nritual guide. Af- 
f an hour*s converlatioii I took my leave, beiag 
flifltfd by the clo(eneis of the room* I imagined 
Id not hold out long, aod therefore withdrew to 
c coffee-houfe bard by^ leaving a (ervint at the 
vith orders to come immediately and tell one, 
' as he could, the nMoute when Partridge fbould 

which was not above two hours after; when,- 
^ upon my wateby 1 found it to be above five roi- 
ster (even i by which It is clear that Mr. Bicker-^ 
ras midaken almoft four hours in his calculation, 
other circumdances be was exa^ enough. But 
:r he hath not been the caufe of this poor man's 

as weU as the predi^or^ may be very realbn- 
lifputed. However,, it muft be confeded, the 
-is odd enough, whether we fhould endeavour to 
It for it by chance, or the eflfeA of imagination : 
/ own part, though I believe no man hath lelt 
Q tbefe matters,^ yet I (hull wait with fome im* 
zct and not without fbme expedation, the fufilling 
. Bickerftaff 's lecond predidion, that the Cardinal 
allies is to die upon the fourth of April, and if 
lould be verified as e%d€k]y as this of poor Partridge, 

own I (hould be wholly fiirprized, and at a lofi^, 
lould infallibly expe^ the accomplifliment of all 
ft. 

Dd 2 "^Va^^Nit; 
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reafon, arc no more proud of tlie good qualities th 
fcCs, than I (liould be for not wanting a leg or ar 
liil.icli no man in his wits would boa{l of, alchoi 
muft be miferaUle without them. I dwell the Ion; 
on this fuhjc^y fi Din the deGre T have to make ihe 
of an EngliOi j'^^i/fr by any means not inlupportabl 
therefore I lure inireat thofe, who have any tin^ 
thib abfurd vice> that they will not prefume to c 
my fight. 

*,* To mortify pride, which indeed vras not made for n 
produces not only the moft ridiculous follies, but the mod < 
calaniiiy, appears to have been one general view of the autl 
▼cry part of thcfe travels. Peribnal {h-ength and beauty, the 
and the virtue of mankind, become oSjcAs, not of pride, bu 
milky, in the diminutive Aature and 'contemptible weaknefs 
J jlliputlans ; in the horrid deformity of the Brobdingnagians 
learned folly of the Laputians ;.and in the parallel drawn 
•ur manners and thofc of the Houyhnhnms . Ha-wkef. 

Swift's Gulliver is -a dlred, plain, and bitter fatire, againfl 
numerable follies and corruptions in law, politics, learning, 
and religion. And wiiliout dispute theie manifold corruptio 
in a courfe of ages, by the refinements -and glomes of inlquito 
arrived at laft to fuch (hength and ef&ontery,^s to reoder ii 
Tk^Ic for all the wit andgenius that ever warmed the imagin 
a fatirift, to kfli them with any- degree of /cverity proporti 
that cxrc fs of pcrtnrbation and mifchief which they feverally > 
in the great circle of focicfy. All therefore, which can be 1 
a wife man (feeing that by nature he is appointed to aO, for t 
of thirty, fifty, or fcventy years. Come ridiculous (illy part 
fantaftic theatre of miftiy, vice, and corruption), is eidier to 
%vith Hcraclitus, the iniquities of the world; or, which is tt 
chrarful, and therefore 1 do prefume the more eligible coi 
laugh with Dcmocritus, at all the knaves and fooU upon 
And accordingly we find, that Dr. Swift has, in the/e travels, 
a fort of ridicule and /attre, pointed fo dire^ly againft thedep 
t>£ liuman kind> and fupported witli fuch an abundance of « 
plta/antry, as indeed more than pcrfuadc us to believe, 1 
inrtnlion was cither to laugh vice and immorality, if it were p 
^uire out of the wor\vi ; ot ^x U^ft to avenge the .caufc of virl 
aU the patrons or abcuors o£ m\c^v\\x.^. Svttvjt^ 
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Tritical Essay upon the Facul- 
ties of the Mind *. 



To 

S f R, 

"^E I *\ G /o great a lover of antiquities j it was rea* 
^ fonahle to Juppofe you would be very imich obliged 
\th any thing that was new, J have been of late offended 
\th many writers of ejfays and moral difcourfes^ j or run^ 
ng into jiale topics and thread-bare quotations^ and not 
ndling their fubje£f fully and clofely : all which errors 
have tare fully avoided in the following ejfay, which I 
!ve propojed for a pjttjnt for young writers to imitate, 
he thoughts and obfervations being entirsty new, the quo* 
tions untouched by others y the fubje^l^ of mighty import 
ac€f and treated with 7nuch order and perfpicuity^ it 
'th coft me a great deal of time ; and 1 deft re you wiH 
cept and conjider it as the utnsoft effort of my gemus, 

■J Hilolbphers (ay, that man is a microcofm, or little 
world, rcieinhliag in miuiature every part of the 

• This cflay will make yon finile. ^rrtry. 
In this piece the fpirit of ridicule is very highly diipliyed. Tbc 
thor gravely pretends, chat this ful^eA \9 of mighty importance ; 
at hif fentiments are eatinly new ; tliat his quotations are en* 
niched by ethers ; and, above al!, that he has treated his fubje^t 
th mud) order, falnefs, and peri|)icuity : on ^%hich account he 
jth propofed it as a pttcrn for young writers to imitate,' and dcfire% 
may be conddered as the Mtmoft clfort of his genius. Whereas, 
t'd(X^ the fubje^ is of little importance, the fentiments are old 
id Hale, the quotations are thrcad>bare ; and, to complete his ridl- 
ile, he has treated his fubjcO in a light, carelcfji, rambling, fupcr^ 
ial manner, witlioQt order, fulnefs, meaning, or perfpicuity : and 
crefore it is only to be confidered, like the Meditation on a hroom- 
'.k, [vol. 5. p. 3 7»*] i" ^ iarclcal, fathic light, defigned purely to 
pofe tiic folly and temerity of thofe bnonlefs, illiterate ihfibMov^ 
lo are eternally plaguing their cotcmporaries with a parcel of wIM 
:olieceuc, obniliiikal tnfh. Swift, 
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great ; anJ., in my opirjon, tlie body natural may be com* } 
|MreJ to tile boily poliiic r and if this be fo, how can Uie I 
Kpic'jv Ill's opsni'jii be true, that the univerfc was formed y 
by a tbii litojs coiicourfs oFatOTis; which I will noraoie } 
bl-'iievL", iliin that tl:e accidental jumbling of the Ictterg i 
or" the .»l/:i..het cojld fdll by chance into a moft ingeni* - 
ous and leinieJ trcatile of philofophy. R'tfum tsneatis 
amici t [MoR.] This fa lie opinion muft liceds create 
many more ; ic is like an error in the (irfl concoflion, ' 
whicli c.unujt be corredled in the (ecorvd ; the fouedatioa 
io weak, a:jd whatever fuperftrudture you raife upon ir, 
mud uf neceility fall to the ground. Thus men are led 
from one crior to another^ uutil with Ixion they embrace 
a tloud indeid of Jano ; or, like the dog in the fable, 
lofe the labilauce in gaping at the fhidow : For fuch o- j 
pinions cjunoc cohere ; but like the irrn ai^d clay in the ^ 
toes of Nej'jchadr.ezzir's iiiiaop, mull fepavate and break 
i.\ pieces. 1 !u\ c read in a certain author, that Alexan« 
der wept, becauie he had no more worlds to conq-ier*, 
whijh he lic.ded not have done, if the fortuituous coo*, 
coiiri'e of atoms could create one ; but lliis is au opinion 
fitter for that in.iny-licaded beafl: the vulgar to cntertac, 
than fur G) wife a man as Epicurus ; the corrupt part of 
hi'j I'.d only bo: rowed his name, as the monkey did the 
caiN claw to ilraw the chefnut out of the €re. 

However, the lirft ftep to the cure is to know the 
difcale; ar.d tlu>u'4h truiii may be difHcuIt to find, b(« 
cauiV, as the phiU)lopher obferves, flic lives in the bot- 
tom of a well, yet we need not, like blind men, grope 
i:i open day-ligl.:. I hope I may be allowed amonp Vi 
many f«r more learned men to offer my mite, iiuce a 
ftanjt:r-by may fometimes perhaps fee more of the game, 
than he that plays it. But I do not think a philcfjpher 
obliged to account ft»r every phseuoment)n in u^.turc, or 
drown himfelf with Ariftole, for not being able to lolve 
the ebbing and (lowing of the tide, in that f ital feiv^enre 
he palt upon himfelf, Quia te tion cap to, tu aipiei w. 
Wherein he was at ouce the judge and the erimin^d, iIjc 
acculer and executioner. Socrates, on the other hind,. 
who faid he knew nothing, was pronounced by thcora- 
de to be the uilKl man in the world. 

Jtjut to rcti.iva^t\om U\\^ di^icQlon^ I think it as clear 
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fdys I, pray be adviled by a friend, and make tbtf 
of your rpeed out of iny doors ; for i bear my wifeV 
« (which, by the bye, ispretty diftinguifhable}^ and ia 
I corner or the room itands a good cudgeJ, which 
ebody hat felt be^e now ; if that light in her hands, 
(he know the bulinels you come about, without con- 
ing the ftars, I can afTure you it will be employed ve- 
nuch to the detriment of your peribn. Sir, cries he, 
ong with great civility, I perceive extreme grief for 
lots of the dodor diforders you a IhtJc atprefent, but 
y in the moming L will wait on you with all neoelTary^ 
:erial8. Now I mention no Mr. Bickerftaff; nor do 
y, that a ceftain (lar- gazing '(quire has been playing 
executor before his time; but L leave the world to 
Id and he that puts thing» and things &jr4y together^ 
I not be much viide of the mark. 
Veil, once more L got my doors c]o(ed,^ and prepared- 
bed,> in hope^of a littU repofe after fe many ruffling 
entures ; juft as I^ was potting out my light in order to 
mother bounce? at hard as he can knock ; I open the 
dow, and a(L who i> there, and what he wants; I am 
i the Sexton, replies he,, and come to know whether 
doiftor left any orders for a funeral (ermon, and where 
is to be \tt\dy and whether his grave is to be plain or 
:ked I Why, (irrah, fays I> you knew me well e- 
igh; and you know Lam not dead, and how dare 
I afiront me after this manner I Alack-a-day, Sir, rc- 
» the fellow, wh}^*it is ra print, and the whole town 
>W8 you aie dead ; why, there is Mr. White the join* 
s but fitting (crews to youf eofhn ; he will be here with 
n anindant : he was afraki you would have wanted it 
ore this time. Shrah, llrraB, fays I, you (hall know 
morTOW, to your coft, that I am alive, and alive like to 

Why, it is (Irange, Sir, fays he, you(houId makefuch 
cCTCt of your death to us that are your neighbours ; 
ooks as if you had a deiign to defraud the church 
it» dnes; and let me tell you, for one that has 
ed fo- long by the heavens> that is unhandfomely done. 
(1, hifl, fays another rogue that ftood by him } away^ 
dor, into your flannel gear as (kOr as you can, for ber^ 
1 whole pack of difmals coming to you with their black 
jnpage, and bow indecent will it look for ^ou to &^tLd 
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,lue it not ; *"" .|^ tUl they burn " advice, n« \^ 

fabout tbe ca"d^. ;^ to give tbe«n tbu a^ ^^^^ ^ ^ 

^*V\ tl to mcnting P» Jf jJ^rcrUl torment. ^ 

-;.rv t never invited -^^^^^^ 



tvom them . , Jf„„, V.ni theWl-- ^Vey ^,^.., „,. 

that he ^''"^^I'^did his enemy ,J^J;'.,dicious fe^, » 

aflced what «as the firl p ,.^t. „„, h.n 
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lat was the fecond, a^ion : what was t\it third^ 
Hon .- and fo on ad infinitum. This may be true in o- 
tory ; but coDtemplation in other things exceeds adti- 
• And therefore a wife man is never lefs alone^ than 
len he is alone : 

Nuujuam minus folus^ quavt cumfolus. 
And Archimedes, the famous mathematician^ was (cj 
:ent upon his problems, that he never minded the lul - 
nr who came to kill him. Therefore, not to dctrad: 
xn the juft praife that belongs to orators^ they ought to 
nfider that aature, which give us two eyes to fee, and 
'o ears to hear^ has given us but one tongue to (peak, 
icreiu however fbme do fo abound, that the virtuofi, 
bo have been (b long iu fearch for the perpetual mo Li- 
ly may infallibly find it there. 

Some men admire republics, becaufe orators flourifh 
ere moft, and are the great enemies of tyrany: but 
y opinion is, that one tyrant is better than a hundreJ. 
^C8, theie orators infldme the people^ whofe anger is , 
ally but a fhort fit of maduefs. 

Ira fur Qr brevis eJL Hor. 

After which, laws are like cobwebs, which may catch 
lali flies, but let wafps and hornets break through. 
ut in oratory the greatefl art is to hide art. 
j^rtis eft celare artem* 

But this mufl be the work of time ; we mud lay hold 
\ all opportunities^ and let flip no occafiou, el& we Ihall 
: forced to weave Penelope's web, unravel in the night 
bat we fpun in the day« And therefore I have obferv 
\f that time is painted with a lock before, and bald bc- 
bd, fignifying thereby, that we mud take time (as >^ e 
ly) by the forelock^ for when it is once paft^ there is 
recalling it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if you will pardon the 
spreflion) like a tabula rafa, or like wax, which, while 
:is foft, is capable of any impreilion, till time has har- 
IcDed it. And at length death, that grim tyrant, flops 
Kin the midft of our career. Tiie greateit couquerors 
live at lafl been conquered by dealh^ which f pares none, 
Ton the fceptre to the fpade. 

Mors omnibus communis. 

All rivers go to the fea, but none retura from it* 

Vol. JV. C c ^^Fjem^k 
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Xerxes wept when he bebeld his army, to conGder t 
in left than an hundred years they would be all de« 
Anacreon was choaked with a grape-done ; and viol 
joy kills as well as vblent grief. There is nothing 
this world conftant, but inconftancy ; yet Plato thouj 
that if virtue would appear to the world in her own 
five drefs, all men would be enamoured witli her. 
now^ fince interefl: governs the world, and men,neg 
the golden mean, Jupiter himfelf, if he came on 
earth, would be defbiied, unlefs it were, as he did 
Danae, in a golden flower : for we now-a-days wor, 
the ridns; fun, and not the letting. 

Donee eris falix multos numeraiis amicos. 
Thus have If in obedience to your commands, venl 
ed to expole myfelf to cenfure in this critical age. W 
ther I have done right to my fubje^, mud be left 
the judgment of the learned reader : however, I c 
not but hope, that my attempting of it may be an 
couragement for ibme able pen to perform it with ni 
fucceis. 
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A Vindication of Isaac Bickeastaff, Efq; a- 
gainft what is objeded to him by Mr. Pa&t- 
&1DG89 in his almanack for the prefent year 
1709, 

By the Ciid Isaac BtcK£RSTAFF^ £(q; 
'Written la the year 1709. 

MR. Partridce hath been lately pleaied to treat 
nae after a very rough manner, /'// that which is 
emided, his almanack for the prefent year : fuch ufage is ve« 
ry uD decent from we gentleman to a/iother, and doth not 
■€ all contribute to the difcovery of truth, which ought 
to he the great end in ail diiputes of rhe learned^ To call 
wl man fwl and viUain^ and impudetit fellow^ only for 
differing from him in a point merely fpeculative, is, in my 
liomble opinion, a very improper ftyle for a perlbn of ^// 
education. I appeal to the learned tvorldj whether in my 
laft year's predidions I gave him the lead provocation for 
fucli unworthy treatment. Pbiloibpbers have differed in 
all ages; hut the diicneteft among them have always 
di£Eered as became phiioibphers. Scurrility and paflion, 
in a controverfy 2Lmoag/cholars, is jaft ib much of nothing 
to the purpole, and, at beft, a tacit confc (lion of a weak 
cnufe : my concern U not lb much for my own reputation, 
as that of the republic of letters, which Mr. Partridge 
liath endeavoured to wound through my (ides. If men 
of public fpirit niu(l be fupercilioully treated for their in» 
genious attempts, how will true uieiul kno^^ledge be ever 
advanced ? I wifh Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts 
which fore/gn umverj:t':es have conceived oF his uugtnc- 
Tous proceedings wilb me; but I am too tender of his re- 
putation to publilh them to the world. That fpirit of 
envy and priJe, which blads (o many rillrg genius's in our 
n^ition, is yet unknown among frofijfors abroad : the 
necedity of juditying mjfelf will excule my vanity, when 
Itell the reader, that I have near a lundrcd hottorarj 
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letters from feveral pirts of Europe (fomt as far as Mul^ 
covy),in praiieof my performance; beddes feveral otbcrsy 
whic^?, as I have been credibly informed, were opened in 
the poil-olRce, and never (eut me. It is true^ the wjui- 
fition in Portugal was * pleaied to burn my predi6tioiii, 
and condemn the author and readers of them ; but I hope 
at the lame time, it will becooGderedy in how deplorable 
a (lite learning lies at prefent in that kingdom : and,«ith 
the profoundc'lt veneration for crovjned heads ^ I will pre- 
I'ume to add, that it a little concerned hb majcfty of 
Portugal to interpofc his authority in behalf c^ a fch* 
tiir ^xm\ di gentleman, the fubjeA of a oatioa with which 
he 15 now in ib ilri<^ an alliance. But the other kingdoms 
and lt.ites of Europe hive treated me with more candour 
and (;encrollcy. If I had leave to print the Latin letters 
traniinitted to me from foreign parts, they would fill a vo* 
luine, and be a full def nee againft all that Mr. Partridge^ 
or his accomplices of the Portugal snq«ifitson, will bee- 
vcr able to objeft ; wlio, by the way, are the only ene- 
mies my predi^ons have ever met with at home or a* 
broid. But I hope, I know better what is doe to the 
Ironour of a learned correfpoudence in fo tender a poinl. 
Yet Ibmc of thofe illuftrious perfbns will perhaps excofi 
me for tranfcribing a pafTxge or two in my viudicatioD f* 
The mod learned mondeur Leibnitz thus addrefles to uic 
)»is third letter: iliuftriffimo Bickerftaffio ajhohgiain' 
Jiauratorif &c. Monlieur le Clerc, quoting my prediAioos 
in a tre.itife he publifhed laft year, is pleaied to fay, iii 
miperr'wie BickerftaffntSy magnum illttd Afiglia jiduu 
Another great profcilbr writing of me, has thele words: 
Bicker j}affiusy nobilis AnglitSy ajhologitrum hu'ytfce fn' 
cult facile princeps, Signior Magltabecchi, the Creei 
Duke*s famous library -keeper, fpeii^ alnioft Lis whole 
letter in compliments and prailes. It is true, the renown- 
ed profejfor of aftronomy at Utrecht, fcems to difitr from 

* This is fa^ as the anther was afJured by Sir Paul McdiDCOi 
tlKn ambanador to that crown. 

t The quotations here infcrtcd, are in imitation of Dr. Beotky, 
in fomc part of the famous controvcrfy between him and Mr. Boyle; 
afterwards Earl of Qrrtrj^ 

me 
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almanacks to convince any reafonable man, that 
not io much as underfland common grammar and 

that they are not able to Ipell any word out of 

road, nor even in their prefaces to write com- 
e'or intelligible £ngli(h« Then for chtir obfer- 
md predi^ons, they are fuch as will equally fuic 

or country in the world. This moftth a certain 
rjon wili be threatened with death or ficknefsm 

news- papers will tell them ; for there we nod 
id of the year, that no month pailes without the 

fome perfon of note ; and it would be hard, if 
: be otherwife, when there are at leafS two thou- 
fons of note in this kingdom, many of them old> 
almanack- maker has the liberty of ehuiiBg the 
icalbn of the year, where he may fix his predic- 
\gain7 this month an eminent clergyman will be 
/; of which there may be fbme hundred?, half 

with one foot in the grave; Then, fuch a fla^ 
ich a houfe^ Jhevis great machinations y plots and 
ziesy that may in time be brought to light : after 
If we hear of any difcoveFy, the aftrologer gets 
>ur ; k' not, his prediction flill (tands good. And 
Cod preferve King William from all his open and 
lemieTf Ameip. When, if the King fhouid hap- 
lave died, the aftrologer plainly foretold it ; o« 

it pafleth but for the pious ejaculation of a loyal 

though it unluckily happened in fome of their 
:ks, that poor King William was prayed for ma- 
:hs after he was dead, becaufe it fell out, that he 
>ut the beginning of the year, 
lention no more of their impertinent prcdi<fHons, 
ve we to do with their advertilements about pills 
ik for the venereal difeafeP or their mutual 

in verfe and profe of Whig and Tory, whert- 
e ftars have little to do \ 

Dg long obferved and lamented thefe, and a hun- 
^r abuft^s of this art, too tedious to repeat, I re-- 
o proceed in a new way, which I doubt not will 
le general fatisfadion of the kingdom: I can th>» 
>duce but a fpecimen of what I dcOgn for the fu- 
aving employed moft part of my time in adjufting 
retfting the calculations I made fome years 9a(t% 
C c 3 \^^^sSft> 
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Jifpute, I am (eiillble the e)Ci not only of England, but 
of all Europe, will be upon us ; and the iearned id rvery 
country will, I doubt not, take part on that fide^ wbne 
they (ind moil appearance of reaibn and truth. * 

Without entering into criticifnis of chronotcgy about 
the hour of his death, I (hail only prote that Mr. Par- 
trid^ie is not ali.e. And my iird argument is thus: a- 
bove a thoufand gentlemen having bought bis almanacks 
for this year, merely to find what he faid againft mc; at 
every line they read, they would lift up tlieir eyes, and 
pry out, betwixt rape and laughter, they vitre fure uo 
i:un allvt ever writjuch damned Jiuff as tbU. Neither 
did I ever hear that opinion difputed : lb that Mr. Partridge 
lies under a dllemtnay either of difowning his almanack, or 
allowing himlelf to be no man ai'wc. But now if aniMr- 
iuformsd carcale walks ftill about, and is plealed to call 
itlclf Partridge, Mr. BickcrftafF does not think himfclf 
any way anfwerable for that. Nt^itber had the faid car- 
cafe any right to beat the poor boy, who happened to 
pafs by it in the ftreet, crying, a full and. true account 
»f Dr. Partridge's death, etc. 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, and 
recover flolien goods; which all the pariQi fays, he muft 
do by converfiug witli the devil and other evil fpirits : and 
no wife man will ever allow, he could converle perfooal* 
iy with either till after he was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead out of 
his own almanack for this year, and from the very paf* 
fage, which he produceih to muke us think him alive. 
He there Cn vs, he is not only now alive ^ but was alfo 
alive upon th.if very 29tli of March, which J foretold ic 
Jhould die on: by this, he dcchres his opinion, that a 
man may be alive now, wfio was not alive a twelvemonth 
ago. And i'ldeed, there lies the fophiflry of his argu- 
ment. He dares not allert, he was alive ever Gnce that 
a9th of March y but that he // now alive y and was fa w 
that day : I grant the latter ; for he did not die till oight, 
as appears by the printed account of his death, in a let' 
tcr to a lord ; and whether he be fince revived, I leave 
the world to judge. This indeed is perfcft cavilling, and 
J am afhamed to dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I wiVV ai^i^tal to Mr. Partridge hinofelf, whr- 

djcr 



ISAAC BICKERSTAFF; Esqj 329 

thcr it be probable I could have been (6 indifcrcet, to be- 
gin my predi^Hons with the only falfhoody that ever was 
pretended to be in them ; and this is in an affiir at homcy 
where I had fo many opportunities to be exa<ft ; and irult 
have given (uch'advantage* againd me to a perfbn of Mr. 
Partndge's wit and learning, who, if he could poflibly 
kave railed one fingle obje<ftion more againfl the truth of 
my prophecies^ would hardly have (pared me. 

And here I muft take occafion to reprove the above* 
mentioned writer of the relation of Mr, Partridge's death, 
in a letter to a lord \ who was pleafed to tax Hie with a 
miflake o^ four whole hours in my calculation of that e* 
vent. I muft confefs, this cenfure pronounced with an 
air of certainty, in a matter that fo nearly concerned me, 
and by a grave judicious author, moved me not a little. 
But inough I was at that time out of town, yet feveral 
of my friends, whofe curiofity had Ifed' them to becxa^ly 
informed (for as to my own part. Having no doabt at all 
in the matter, I never once thought of it), afTured me, I 
computed to fomething under half an hour ; which (I 
f^eak my private opiuion) is an error of no very great 
magnitude, that menlhould raife a clamour about it. I 
fliUU only fay, it would not be amifs, if that author would 
benccfbrth be more tender of other men's reputations aa 
well as his own. k b well there were no more miftakes 
of that kind ; if there had, I prefume he would have told 
me of them with as little ceremony. 

There is one objedlion a gain ft Mr. Parfridge's deatfr, 
which I have fometimes met with, though indeed very 
flight] y offered, that he ft ill continues to write almanacks. 
But this is no more than what is common to all of that 
profeflion ; Gadbury, poor Robin, Dove, Wing, and 
feveral others, do yearly publifli their almanacks) though 
fiveral of them have been dead fince before the revolu' 
Hon, Now the natural reafon of this I take to be, that 
whereas it is the privilege of other authors to live after 
their deaths, almanack- makers are alone excluded ; be- 
caufe their dilTertations treating only upon the minutes as 
they pals, become ufelefs as thole go oflP. In confidera- 
tion of which, tip/e, whole regifters they are, gives them 
a leaie in reverfion, to continue their works after tlieir 
tidath. 

Re^ 
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I fhould not have j;iYcn the public or myfelf the tro«>- 
ble oF this viudication, if my name had not been made 
ufe of by feveral perfbns, to whom I never lent it; one 
of which, a few days ago, was plealed to father on me a 
new fett of predtiHons. But I think tbefe are things too 
ferious to be trifled with. It grieved me to the beart;^ 
whtn I law my labours, which had cod me fo much 
tljO!i^bt and watching, bawled about by common hawk* 
en, which I only intended for the weighty coniideration 
«f rhc gravelt pcrfons. This prejudiced the world Co much 
at tirll, that feveral of my friends had the affuranccto 
alk ine, whether I were in jtft ? to which 1 only anfwcred 
coldly, th:it ike event would JJjew, But it is the talent of ' 
our age and nation, to turn things of the greateft import ; 
tince into ridicule. When the end of the year had ve* 
rljicd all 7ny pndlCikns^ out comes Mr. Partridge's alma- 
nack, difputing the point of his death ; (b that I. am an* 
ployed, like the general who was forced to kill bis eoe* I 
mies twice over^ whom a necromancer had raifed to life. 
If Mr. Partridge hath pra<5ti(ed the fame experiment uppa { 
himfelf, and be again (tlive, long may he continue fb; 
that doth not in the lead contradi«ft my veracity : butl' 
think 1 have clearly proved, by invincible demonftratioBy 
that he died at farthefl within half an hour of the time I . 
foretold, and not four hours fboner, as the above- mep* 
tioncd author, in his letter to a lord, hath maliciou(I| 
fug;7efted, with defign to blall my credit, by chafgingiM' 
Vi'iih fo grofs a midake. 



& famous Prediction of Merlin, the 
Britilh Wizard ♦. 

Written ^bove a thoufand years ago, and relatina - 
to the year 1 709. 

With explanatory notes, by T. N. Pliilomath.-- 
Vntten is the year 1709. - 

LA St* year was publiftied a paper of predi<Flions', pre- 
tended to be written by one Ifaac BickerftafF, EI4; 
•ut the true defign of it wos to ridicule the art of aftro- 
igy, and expofe its profefTorfi as ignorant or impoftors. 
^gaind this impotatidn. Dr. Partridge hath learnedly 
indicated himfelf in his almanack for that year. 

For 

• Dr. Swift in his prefate to this piece would infinuatc, that what 
e publiihes to the world is a iranflation of Merlin *s prophecy two 
imdred years old. The main defign of the Do^or in this predi- 
kion, if he was really in earneft, (which I verily believe he was not» 
-9 I am perfuaded that he only writ this prophecy in order to vex 
ic Whigs, and to fret that ungrateful miniftry which had forgot- 
:n the obligations be had conferred upon them), was, to encourage 
^Anne to a fccond marriage, in order that her majefty might re- 
air, if poflible, that infinite lofs fhe had fuHained by the Duke of 
iloccfter, who, by all accounts, was one of the fincft princes that 
ver was born in England, .md accordingly was unlvcrfally regretted 
y the whole nati<m, the fanatical party and all their black aUheients 
nly excepted. This appears from thexxth, ixth, i3(li, and I4ih 
xtes of the prophecy. 

And without difpute, as in England there were many thoufands, 
'ho were defirous to fee a prince iiefcendcd from a Queen whom 
ley loved with fuch ardour and afIc£tion ; {o^ in the wildncfs of 
itir imagination, they endeavoured tj p^rfuaje her IVIajeHy at the 
js of about f jrty-6ve to marry a ftcood time. JfcSul whether it was 

E C 3 Q^K\SV<{^ 
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For a farther vindication of this famous art, FhafC 
thought fit to prdent the world with the fbliowiog pro- 
phecy* Tlie origioal is faid to be of the famous MerliD|. 
who lived about a thoufand years ago ; and the follow- 
ing tranflatioD is two hundred years old ; for it feems to 
be written near the end of Henry the (eventh's rdgo. 1 
found it in an old edition of Merlin's prophecies, imprlDt* 
cd at London by John Hawkins in the year ligo, page 
1^9. I (ec it down word for word in the old orthography, 
and (hall take leave to fubjoio a few explanatory notes. 

Seven and ten addyd to nine, 

Of Frauncc her woe thb is the fygne,. 

Tamys rivcre twys y-frozen,- 

V/t!ke fans wetyiog fhocs nc hozen. 

Then corny th fborthe, ich underftonde, S 

From Towne of Stoffe to fattyn Londe^ 

owing to that excelfive regard which (be bore unto the memory oT 
her beloved, the Prince of Denmark ; or whether it was becaufe (he 
never had a child after the age of five or fix and twenty ; or whether 
it wag for fome political reafbn or other, (be refufcd in this refpeft 
to grn^iiy the inclinations of her people ; which however, as aoi* 
mofiiirs and fa^'ons uere then rifing to an excciCve height, (be bad 
cai.fc to repent of before ihe time of her decea/e. For, as the Qoein 
was driven to fach incxprcfllble (Iraits by the fury and machiuatioof 
of the contending parties, that, with all her experience 10 govern* 
mcnt. Ok knew not whom to truft ;. if (he had married fome vtit 
;ind ihour;h(ful prince, entirely remote from all prctenfions to the 
cro\vn, (riippofing that fuch a one could have been foond in Eorope 
at that rime), (he might have pafled the remuoder of her life with 
more eafe and tranquillity. For as a prince in that fiiu&tion wooli 
have had nothing more ro do, than to have made the Queen happf 
and her reign glorious, he might have a£ted as moderator betwccB 
both parties, fecuied unto himfelF the efleem of all the wiie and vir* 
tuous, and perhaps, uftcr the deccafc of the Queen» might have been 
highly regarded by her fiicccflor during the remainder of his life. 
But alas ! party-r^j:,c cjrried all before ir, and every fcheme of K- 
commodation yum equally rejected by Whigs -and Tories. Swifi* 
. . An 
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f^ berdie Chjftany woe the monie 

To Fraunce^ that ever he was born; 

Then (hall the fyHie beweyle his boflTe t 

Nor (hall grio berrys make up the loflci la^ 

Yonge Symnele fhall again mifcarrye : 

And Norway's pryd ♦again (ball niarrey« 

And from the tree where blofums £ctlc,* 

Ripe fruit (hall come^. and- all is wele;. 

Reaums (hall dance bonde in honde^ 15. 

And it (ball be merrye in old loglonde r 

Then old Inglonde (hall be no more. 

And no man (ball be forie therefore. 

Geryon (hall have three hedes agayne,. 

Till Hap(burge ntaky th* them but twayne. 20 " 

Explanatory n&ttSi 

Seven and'teiu Thi^^^line delcribes the year when thefe 
€Dts (hall happen. Seven and ten makes (eventeen,- 
bich I explain ieventeen hundred, and this number ad* 
d tonine, makes the year we are now in ; for it mpft 
r under(h>od of the natural year, whidi begins the £ir(t 
'January. 

Tawfs river e PvoySy ire. The river Thames frozcii- 
rice in one year, fo as man cuold walk on it, is a very- 
jnal accident, which perhaps hath not fallen out for (c- 
tral liundred years before,, and is the reafon why fame 
hrologers have thought, that this prophecy could never 
I fulnlled, becaufe they imagined fuch a thing would 
nrer happen in our climate. 

From town of Stofff, &c. This is a plain deflgnation 
•' the Duke of Marlborough : one kind of (tuff u(ed to 
tteo land is called Marle^ and every body knows that 
orough is a name for a town ,- and this way of exprtdi* 
1 b after the ufual dark manner of old adrological pre^ 
dtions. ■ 

• <^ Anne is-calkd Nonv^y^s pryd, becaufe (he had vouclifaf., 
I to marry the Prince of Denmark ; and Wff all know, that 
orway is part of the dominioii bctonging to that crown. Sivift' 
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Then fljall the fyfljc^ 4tc. By the ^, is underftooJ" 
the Dauphin or France, as their kings eidell Tons are call- 
ed : it is here laid, he (hj|l ianieet the loii of the Dake 
of BurgunJyy called the Bode, which is an old ^Eoglifli-' 
TVt)rd for huMp-JI^oMeTf ox crook- back, as that Duke » ' 
known to be ; and the prophecy ieems to mean, that be ' 
(hould be overcome or flain.^ By-thfe green hnys^m- 
the next line, • is meant the young .Duke of -Berry, the 
IXauphin\ third fon, who- (hall not hav«'Valour or for- 
tune enough lb fupply the'Jofs 6f his eld^ft brother.' 

Tottng SyimieiCf • &c. By Symnele is meant the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales, who, if he oi^rs to attempt any 
thing againd England, (hail mifcarry as he did hefore. 
Lambert Symnel is the name of a young man, netcd io 
our hiflorics for pcrfonating-the fon (as I remeolbef) of' 
Edward IV. - 

j4iid Norway s pod, ^^t I cannot guefs who is 
meant by Norway's pride * ; perhaps the reader may, as * 
well as the fcnlc of Ihc two following lints. 

Reauvii Jhallf &c. Reaums, or, as the wcrd is now, 
realms^ is tiie old name for kingioins : a;id this is a very 
plain prtdi<5lion of our happy »«/W, with the fcliciaes 
that (hail attend it. It is added that Old England (hall 
be no more, and yet no man (hall be (orry for it. And 
indeed, properly (peaking, England is how no more, tor 
the whole iHand is one kingdom under the name of Britain. 

Ceryon jhail, &c. This predi(5trdn, though fomeivhat 
obfcure^ is wonderfully adapted. Geryou is laid to have ' 
been a king of S|>aiu, whom Hercules flew. It was a 
fivftion of the poets, that he had three heads, which ilie 
author fays he (hall have again : that is, Spainfliall have 
three kings : which is now wonderfully verified ; for be- 
lides the King, of Portugal, which properly is part of 
Spain, there are now two rivals for Spain, Chjrles and 
Philip : but Charles being defcendtd from the count of 
Hapfburgh, founder of the Auftrian family, (liall foon 
make thofe heads but two, by overturning Philip, and 
diiving hio) out of Sj)ain. 

Some of there predictions are already fulfilled ; and it 
is highly probable the rc(t may he in 'doe time; and I 

* Queen Anne. 

think 
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diink I have not forced the words by my expIieation>iDto 
any other fenfe than what they will naturally bear. If 
thb- be granted, I am Pure it mud- be aifb allowed^ that 
the author (whoever he were) was a pcrfbn of extraordi- 
nary fagacity ; . and -that aftrology brought to fuch'pcr- 
fe(5lion as this, is by no^eans an art to be defpiicd, what- 
ever Mr. Bickerftaff, or other merry gentlemen are pleaf-* 
ed to think. Asto^the tradition of theie lines having 
been writ in -the original by Merlin, I confefs I lay not 
much weight upon it ; but it is enough to juftify their au- 
thority, that thev book from whence L have tranfcribed 
them, was printed 170 years ago^ as appears by the title- 
page. For the (atisfa6lion of any gentleman^ who ma^ 
be either doubtful of the truth, or curious to be informed^. 
I (hall give order to have the very book fent to the prin- 
ter of this paper, with dire^oni to let any body fee^it 
tiiat ^leaics^ bccaufe I believe it is very fcarce. 



Tlie 
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The WOKDEIFUL Woi^DElr of WoNDEXflf. 

TH ERE is a certaio peifon lately arrived at thii 
city, whom it is very proper the world fliould be 
informed of. His charaftcr may perhaps be thought verjr 
iDconfident^ improbible, and unDatural ; however I in- 
tend to draw it with the utmoft regard to thith. This I 
am the better qualified to do^ becauie he is a (brt oFde- 
dependent upon our family , and altnoft of the fame ag9\ 
though I caoDOt dirc^y Uy, I baire twerfeen him. He 
if a native of this country, and hath lived long amoog 
IM ; but what appears woodeiful^ and hardly credible^ 
was never leen before by any nfU)rtal. ' 

It is true indeed, he al way» chufes the loweft place tit 
company, and contrives it (b^ to keep out ef fights It ft 
reported however, that in his younger days he was fre- 
quently expofed to view, but always againft bis wilt, aod 
was fure to fmart for it. 

As to his family, he came into the world a younger 
brother, being of y7x children the fourth m order of (i); 
liirth ; of which the elded is now head ofthe houfi; ; the 
fecond and third carry arms •, but the two youngeft arc 
only footmen ,* (bme indeed add, that he hath likewife a 
twin-brother, who lives wer-againft him^ and keeps a (t) 
vlduaiting'houfe j he hath the reputation to be a ckfty 
griping t fquewng fellow ; and that when his bags are 
piUf he is often needy ; yet when the fit takes him^ as faflf 
as he gets, he lets it fiy. 

When in office, no one difchargeth himfelf, or doth Hi 
bufinefs better. Re hath fometimes ftrained hard for ao 
honeli livelihood ; and never got a tit, till every body 
el(e had done. 

One pra^ice appears very blameable in him { that 
every morning he privately frequents J/;/r/w// houfei 
where any modeft' pcrfon would blufli to be leen. And 
although this be generally known, yet the world, as ceo- 
ibrious as it is, hath been (6 kind to overlook this infir* 
mity in him. To deal impartially ; it muH be granted, 
that he is too great a lover of himfelf and very often 

'^ confult* 
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:s his own tafe at the expence of his beft friends : 
IS is one olT his blind fides ; and the belt of men I 
e not without them 

hath been conAituted by the h'tgher powers in the 
I of rtceiver-general^ in which employment fomc 
endired him for playing/^// and ioo/e. He is likc- 
verfeer o^ ti\c golden mines, which he daily iniped- 
vhen his health will permit him. 
was loqg bred under 8(3) majler of arts y who in* 
good principles in him, but thelc were (bon cor^ 
/. I know not whether this dderves mention ; that 
lb very capricious, as to take it for an equil affront 
Ik either oiilfing or kickifig him, wlich hath octa- 

1 a thoufand quarrels : however no body was ever 
;at a JbtfeJ^er for faulty which he neither was, nor 
)ly could l>c guilty of. 

his religion he hath thus much of the quaker, that 
ands always covered, even in the prelence of the 

; in molt other points a perfedl (4) idolater, al- 
^h he endeavourji to conceal it ; for he is known to 

daily facrifices to ccruiw fubterraneout nymphs^ 
n he worfliips in an humble poflnre, frone on htJ 

and flript Jiark-na'ked I and To leaves his offerings 
d hi7n, wliich the (5) prieJIs of thofe goddeifcs arc 
ill enough- to remove upon certain fealbns with the 
)ft privacy at jmidnight, and from thence maintain 
tfelves and famiiies In all urgent neccffities and 
urssy he applies himfelf to theie deitifs, and fonie* 
J even in the jireets and high-ways, from an opinion 

thole powers have an influence in all pUces, aU 
gli their peculiar rcfideuce be in cavti'ns under 
nd. Upon theftf occafions -Xhc Uireil ladies ^^ill not 

2 to lend iheir hanas to afljft him : .for, although 
are afliamed to have him feejt in their company, or 
fo much as to hear l»im JKW/fd; yet it is well known, 
he is one of their confi ant followers, 

\ politics, he always fubmits 10 what is uppermo]} ; 
lie pcrufts pamphlets on both fides with j.'re..t impar- 
:y, though feldom till every body elfe hath done with 

[is learning is of a mixed kind, and he may properly 
illed JL heUuo Hbrornm, or another Jacobus de Vora- 
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£inf ; though his (ludics are chiefly confined to /ch$t1* 
Men, co7nfnentatorSf and German divines^ together wkfc 
fuodern poets and critics •• and he is an atonric philolb* 
pher, (Irongly maintaining a tfoid in nature, which be 
feems to have fairly proved b]^ maxij .experiments. 

I fh^ll now proceed to deicribe Ibnne particular quali- 
ties^ whichy in ieveral inftances feem to didinguifb tbi< 
perion troiij the common race of other mortals. 

His grandfather was a member of the n/w/«parlia. 
ment, as the grand/on is of the frtfent, where he often 
rifesy fometimes grumbles, but never fpeaks. However 
he lets nothing pafs iviUingly, hut what is v}ell digefiel 
His courage is indifputable^ for he wiU take the boldeft 
man alive hy.the noje, 

-He is generally thcfirft a-bed in the family, and the 
iafl up ; which is to be lamented ; becaule when he hap- 
pens to rife before the reft, it hath been thought to fore- 
bode good fortune th 'his fuperior 5. ' 

As wifciom is acquired by age, fo by every new (6) 
wrifHtle in his face, lie is reported to gainibme new knoW' 
/edge. 

In him we may obferve the true eflefb and confe- 
quences of tyranny in a ftate : for, as he is a great op' 
preffor of ail be/ow him, (b there is no-body more op' 
pre] fed by thofe above him : yet in his time he hath btei 
io highly in favour, that many iiluftrious perfons have 
been entirely indebted to hivi for their preferinents. 

He hath dilcovered, from his own experience, the true 
point, wherein all human anions, proje^s, and deGgus 
do chiefly terminate ; and how mean and fordid ihty arc 
at the bottom. 

It behoves the public to keep him quiet ; for hisyr^- 
quent murmurs afc a -certain fign di intejline tumults. 

No philofopher ever lamented more the luxury, for 
which thefe nations are fo jtfftly taxed ; \x. hath bcea 
known to coft him (7^ tears of^biood: for, -in his own 
nature, he is far from being /;o/if/^; though indeed he 
never ft ays « night at a gentleman's houfe without leaving 
foi?iething behind him . 

He receives with great fubmiflion whatever his patrons 
think fit to give him ; and when they lay heavy burthens 
upon him, wlAcb U ftec^uaitly enough, he gets rid of " 

them 
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lein as fooii as he cao; but not without fcnit iabatir 
ad much gruvihi'wg. 

He is a perpetual hanger- on ; yet no body knows how 
> be lulthout him* He patiently fufFtrs liimfelF to be 
^pt under y but loves to be well ufed, and in that c»ie 
'ill facrifice his vitals to give you -eafe : and he haili 
ardly one acquaintance^ For whom he hath not been 
lund \ yet^ as far as we^an £nd^ was never known to 
yfe any thing by it. 

He is obferved to be very (8) unquiet in the cooipany 
fa Frenc>iman in ne^ cloathsy or a young coquette. 

He is, in fhort, the fubje<ft of much mhth and railiery^ 
/hich he feems to take well enough ; though it hath not 
-ccn obferved, that -ever ?MkS go^d thing came from him- 

There is fo general an opinion of his jufttce, that 
bmetimes very hard cafes are left to his deiifion ; and 
vhilc ht fits upon them, he carries himlelf exaftly even 
\etween Both fides ^ except where Ibme knotty point ariles ; 
ind then he is observed to lean a little to the right or ieft 
IS the matter inclines him ; but his realbns for it are ib 
manifefl and convincing, that every man approves them. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

XTende Header. 

THOUGH I am not infenlible bow many 'thousand pefibns 
have been, and dill are, with great dexterity handling this 
fiihJeA, aad no lefs aware of what infinite reams of paper have been 
kid out ufOM it: however, in my opinion, no man living has touched . 
it with greater nicety and more delicate turns, thanom author. But 
becaafe there is ibme intended obfcurity in this relation ; and curio- 
£cy, incpiifitfve of/ecrett, may pofTibly not enter into the bottom and 
depth of the fubjcO, ic was thought not improper to tcke off'die Tcil, 
tnd ffiu the reader's favour by enlarging his injigbt, Ars emm non 
habit iuhmcum nifi ignorantcm. It is well known, that it has been the 
policy of all times to ^Icliver down important fubjedts by emblem at^d 
riddle* and not to fuffcr the knowledge of truth to be derived to us 
in plain and (imple terms, which are gmcmlly as ibon forgotten as 
coacdwcd. Foo this reafon the heathen rcHg^on U modl^ qo^^OcvoI 
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under tu'thokgy. For the like rcafon (this being a fun dam ek- 
1 A L in its kinJ) iLc author has thought fit to wrap up his ircafurc 
• in clean Vtnau which it is our buiincfs to lay open^ and fet in a due 
Kght ; for I have obfcrvcd, upon any accidenul difcovcry, the le^ft 
^Gmpfi has given a great diverfion to the eager fpcdtator, as many 
ladies could tcfli/y, -dfire it proper^ or the cafe wouU admit. 

The poUtcft companies have vouchfafcd to fmile at the bare name, 
and fome people of fulhlon have been Co little icrupulous of 3nrji/.| 
it it: plajf, that it was the ufual faying of a knight and a man of 
good breeding, That whenever h arofey his a-fe rofe -with him. 



NOTES. 

(i) He alludes to the manner of our birth, the h€ad and arms 
appearing before the pofteriors and the two feet, vhich he calls tbie 
footmen. 

(i) VicfuaUing'hotife.'i The belly, which recdvcs and digcAs oor 
jiourlfhment. 

(3) Mafter of arts-} Ferfius : magifler artis^ ingeniipie largitif 
venter, 

(4) Idolater-'] Alludes to the facriiices ofiered by the.Romanf to 
the goddefs Cloactna. 

(5) Priefls.] Gold-finders, who perform their office in the nigjil- 
time : but our author further feems to have an eye to the colbm of 
{he heathen priefls dealing the oi&rings in the night ; of wAmh ice 
more in the (lory of Bell and the Dragon. 

(6) ffYinkle,'] This refers to a proverb — Tou have enevtmMeit 
yovr a-fe more than you had before. 

(7) Tears of blood.'] Hxmcrrheids, according to the phyfidaos, arc 
a frequent confcquence of intemperance. 

(8) Unquiet.} Their tails being generally obfervcd to be ©oft 
jrcftlcrs. 
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2 Wonder of All the Wonders, that 
ever the World wondered at. 

For all perfons of quality and others. 

IEWLY arrived at this tity of Dublin tlie fiitnojs 
artift John Emanuel Schoitz, who, to the great 
ize and Iktisfadtion of all fpe(5lAtors, is ready to do 
following wonderful performances; the like before 
r feen in this kingdom. 

[e will heat a bar of iron red-hot, and thruft it into a 
el of gun -powder before all the company, and yet it 

not take fire, 
le lets any gentleman charge a blunderbufs with the 
? gun-powder, and twelve Itaden bullets; which blCIn- 
ufs the faid artilV difcharges full in the face of the 
company, without the leafl hurt, the bullets fticking 
)e wall behind them. 
[e tikes any gentleman's own fword,^ifd runs'it thro* 

faid gentleman's body, fo that the point appears 
►dy at the back to all the fpedlators ; then he takes 
the fword, wipes it clean,..and returns it to the owner, 
► receives no manner of hurt* 

[c takes a pot of fcalding oil, and throws it by great 
es full dire(^ly at the ladies, without fppiling their" 
ths or burning their (kins. 

[e takes any perfon of quality's child, from two years 
to fix, and lets the child's own father or mother take 
ce in their hands ; then the artift takes the child iti 
rmsj and tolTes it upon the point of the pike, where it 
8, to the great fatisfaftion of all fpe<5lator8 ; and is 
I taken o£F without (b much as a hole in his coat. 
le mounts upon a (caffold jull over the fpedtators, and 
1 thence throws down a great cjuantity of large tiles 

Clones, which fall like fo many pillows, without (b 
h as difi:ompofing either perukes or liead-drefles. 
ie takes uurperfon of quality up to the faid fcaflfbld, 
ch perfojiPOiJs off bis flioes, and Uap% tCm^ ^oo\ ^\- 
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TC&\y down oiv a bo.ird prepared on purpoie, full of (harp 
fpikcs fix inclici long, without hurting hii Feet or dama- 
ging hisjftockin^s. 

He places the faid^ hoard on a chjir, upon which a lady 
fits do^n with another lady in her lap, vvhiFx; the fpikes, 
iiidead of entering into the under- lady's flefb, will feel 
Mke a velvet cufhion. 

He tikes any j^erfon orquility^is footman, lyes a rope 
about Lis bare neck, and draws him up by puliits to the \ 
cciilij^y and there keeps him hanging as long as his mi" ■ 
Aer or the co-npany pUales, the Jaid footman, .to the won- \ 
iler and deli^lu of all hcimlviecs, havin^j a pot of ale m j 
one hand lod a pipe i;i the other ; and when he is let 
down, there will not appear the leaQ mark of the cord a- 
bout his neck. 

Hii bids 1 l.idy's maid, put her finger into a cup of clear 
Tquor like w^ter, upon wi.ich her fiCc and both her hands 
are iinmediately witliered like an old woman of fourfcore; 
her belly fwcib as if (he were within a week of her time,, 
aad her legs are as thick as mill-pofts ; but upon putting 
lier finger into auoihcr cup,, (he becomes as- young and^ 
handlome, as fhe was before. 

He gives any geotlem^in leave to drivte forty twelve- 
j^nny nails up to the head in a po. ter's backfide, and* 
then places the faid porter on a loadftone chair, which 
draws out every nail, and the porttr feels no pain. 

He likewife driws the teeth of half a dozen gentlemen, 
mixes and jumbles them in a hat,, gives any perfon leave ■ 
to blindr'old him,^ and returns each their own^ and fixes 
them as well as ever. ^ 

With his fore- finger and thumb he thrufts feveral i 
gentlcmens and ladies eyes out of their heads, without the 
leaft pain,, at which tim^they fee an unfpeakable number 
of beautiful colours; and after they areentertiined to the 
full, he places them again in their proper fockets, without 
any damage to the fight,. 

He lets tiny gentleman drink a quart of hot melted 
leail, and by a draught of prepared liqvior, of which he ■ 
takes part him fdf, lie makes the faid lead pals through j 
the faid gentleman bfore all the fpedlators, without any. 
ddmage ; after w.iih it i^ produced iu 4 cake to the I 
conjp jnv. 
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ith many other wonderful performances of art^ too 

us here toymen tion. 

le/faid artid has performed before mod kings and 

:es in Europe with great applaufe. 

; performs every day (except Sundays) , from ten of 

lock to one in the forenoon ; and from four till ievea 

e evening, at the ne# inn in Smithfieid. 

he fird ieat a Britifh crown, the (econd a Britlfli' 

:rown, and the loweft a Britifh (hilling. 

'. B> The heft hands in town are to play at tk©s2 
(kow. 
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A Proposal for corrcfting, irnprovihg,.aiiJ^ 
afccrtaining the En gi-js-h Tongue*. 

la a Letter to the Moft- Honourable Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, Lord Higlj 
Treafurer of Gre at Brit a i n. 

To the Moft HoBourabk Robert Earl of Oxford, 6^. 

My Lord, 

WHAT I had the honour of mentioning to your 
lord(hi)> fomc time ago in converfaiion, was not 
a new though t.juft then ftarted by accident or occaGon,. 

but. 

* It is well known^ that if the Queen had lived a year or twa- 
longer, ihis piopofal would, in all probability, have taken effcO. 
For the Lord Treafurer had already nominated fevcral perfons» 
without diflinftion of quality or party, who were to compofes' 
focicty for the purpofts mcnti.»ncd by the.author^ and refolved to 
ufc his credit with her Majefty, that a fund^fliould be applied to 
fupport the cxpence of a large room, where the fociety ihould mcctr 
and for other incidents. . But this fciicme fell to the ground, pardy 
by the dinenfions among the great men at court, but chiefly by the 
lamented desth of (hat glorious princcfs. Dub, edit. 

This piece might have been a very uieful performance^ if it had 
been longer, and Icfs cclipiird by compliments to the noble pcrfoa 
to whom it is addrefled. Jt fJtems to have been IntexKled as a pre- 
face to fome mere enlaig<-d dcfjgn : at the head of which fucb an- 
introduftion mufl hav; appeared with great propriety. A work of 
this kind is much wanted, as our i.mguagc, inftead of being improv- 
ed, is^vcry day growing wcr/e and more debafed. We bewilder 
curlelves in various orthography; we fpeakand we write at random; 
and if a man's common converfaiion were to be committed to 
paper, he would be ftartled for to find himfelf guUty in a/nir fen- 
twiccs, of fo many fuUcifms and Cuclv falfe EngliA. I bdicvc wc 
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the rcfliU of long reflexiof) j anil I b«ve been confirm* 
n my fentimcots by the opinioQ of ibme rcry jpdicioas 

pcrfons,. 4 

the ouly pcopk in thc^Chriffian world, .who repeat the Lord'l :^ 
cr io aD ungrammatical raanilir; and I remember to hare heard, , *, . 

when a motion was made iifftc convocation to alter the word i 
:h for the word who, the propofition wasncjcfted by themajorij 

This inftance may (hew you of what fort df meg, the rood^ 
ned, and even the moft reverend aflemblies are fbmetimcs cora^ 
:d. But let us confider the condct^ of a neighbouring natton.^ 
V induftrious have die French been to improve their language ?• 

to what a ftate of perfcftion have thcy.brought it ? Rome, by 
conquefts, made her dialed univerfal^ : France, by her poEcy* • 
done the fame. By policy, I mean the encouragement of arts 
fciences ; which will often render a nation more powerfol thift - 
IS. Nothing has contributed fo much t<»( the ptmty and excel- • 
ce of the French tongue, tA the nobboicademies eftabli(hcd for 
t purpoie : and, until foxae public work of the &me kind is no- 
taken in England; .we cannot flatter oarielves with any faopel of 
ending the errors, or aicertaining the limits of our ilyle. I (hall 

prefume even to whiipcr to yeu, .that I think a dcfign of thi» 
t is foffidently momentous to attrad the confidcnition of onr 
illative- powers. Their thoughts are otherwife employed, and 
ir facuhies otherwife applied. But I will venture^ to fay, that if ^ i 
)or hofpitals for lunatics, an ho/^ital was^iuldcd for the receptloil > ^ 
I fupport of ^en of fenfe and learning, it would be ^f the higli- 
honour to th<rprefcnt age, and of no lefs advantage to poAerity. 
all it an holpital, becaufc I fuppofe it to be ere£ted for the benefit 
fudi perfons, whofe in6rm fortunes, or difeaied revenue^, may 
re rendered the ftrength and abilities of their minds weak and 
lefs to the public j for I^cntircly agree with Ariftotle, where b€i 
s, in the words of his fchoHa(V, Eum praeclara et magna vix pofi 
'gut et praefiare, cut factdtates dcfunt : guoniumper amkos et civilem 
'enttam, veluii per iaftrumenta, necejfe eft pleraqtte efficL The re- 
gions that arife from this theme, I find, are diiving me beyond 
e bounds : therefore I (hall only add, that I heartily wUh you may 
ink 8B attention to your native language as nfeful and improving 
fhidy as can be purfued, in whatever Aatioo of life PcoNvk\vQft 
ay aUot you. Orr^, 
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perfonsy with whom I coofulced. Tbey all igreej tKaf 
Dothiog would be of greater ufe towards the improve* 
ment of knowledge and politeneTs^ than fbme ef&Aual me- 
thod for corrMfig, enlarging and afcertatning our lan- 
guage ; and they think it a work very po(Tf ble to be com^ 
palled under the prote^ion of a prince, the countenance 
and encouragement of a mmiftryi and the care of proper 
perfoDS choien for fuch an undertaking. I. was glad to 
find your Iord(hip*s anfwer in (b different a ftyle, from 
what hath been commonly made u(e of on the like occa- 
fions for fome years paft, Thxt all fuch thoughts mufl be 
deferred to a time oj peace :■ a topjc which fome have 
carried fo far, that they would not have us by any means 
think of preierving our civil or religious conftitution, be* 
caufe we are engaged in a war abroad, li will be among 
the diftinguifliing marks of vour minHlry, my Lord, that 
you have a genius above all fuch regards, and that no 
reafonable propofal for the honour, the advantage, or the 
ornament of your country, however foreign to your more 
immediate Office, was ever negleded by you, Iconfels^ 
the merit of thb candour and coodeicenfion is very much 
leflenedi • becaule your lordihip hardly- leaves ii» room to 

lo this 'cpidle Dr. Swifc complains to the Earl of Oxford as 6r{l 
minifter, in the name of all the learned aod- polite pcrfons of the 
nation, that our language is extremely imperfe^; that its daily im- 
provements are by no means eqqal to its daily corruptions; that the 
pretenders to polifli and refine it have chiefly mnltipUed abufes and 
abfurdides ; and that in many inftances it offends againft every part' 
of grammar. He proves widi trrefidible force of reaibn, that our 
language ought to be refined to a cerutn (fauidard, and then fixed for 
ever : he remarks the feveral inconveniencics which arife perpetual* 
ly from our ftuptd inattention to thefe matters. He doth not bow- 
ever prefcribe any mcth<>ds fdr afcertainug the language, but throws 
out fome general obfervations, leaving the reft to the in/pe£tion of 
that focietyt which he hoped would have been fpeedily ioflituted by 
the Lord Treafurer. But this fcheme fell to the groaa4<4>tfrtly by 
the diflenfions among the great men at court, and chftly by the 
lamented death of Q^ Aone, tbat-ever glorious prinoefs. Swift. 

offer 




rOiDHIGH TREASURER. J47 

i^fTcr ^rgootl wifbes ; removing all our difficulties^ and 
HjplilyiDg our wants^ fafter than the moft vifiooary pro* 
jti^tor cstu adjuft his fcbemes. And therefore, my lord> 
the de{jgQ oK this paper is not (6 much to offer you wajfs^ 
and means, as to< complain of a grievance, the redreding 
of which is to be your own worky as much as that of pay*- 
ing the nation* s debt, or opening a trade into the iSouth* 
iea ; and though, not of fuch immedidte benefit as either 
ef thefe^ or aiiy other of your glorious a^ons^ yet per^ 
baps in future ages not le& to your honour. 

My lord^ I da here^ in the name of all the learned 
and polite perfon^ of the nation^ complain to your lord* 
fhip as fir ft vtin't^er, that our language is extremely im* 
perfect ; that its daily improvemenu are by no means m 
proportion to its daily corruptions i^ that the pretcnden 
to poIilh.aQd refine it have chiefly multiplied abulct and 
abfurdities.; and« that in many inftances it ofl&ndt againfr ^ 
ever part of grammar. But left your lordfhip (hould 
think my cenlure to fcvere^ 1 (hall uke leave to be more 
particular. 

I believe your lordHup w^.l. agree with me, in the i«a- 
fon why our language Is le1« refined than tbofe of Italy^. 
Spain, or France. It is plain, that the Latin tongue in 
i:s purity was never in this ifl^nd, towards theconqueft: 
of which few or no attempts were made till the time of 
Claudius ; neither was that language ever fo vulgar 10 
Britain^ at It is known to have been in Gaul and Spain« 
1^'urther, we find that the Roman legions- here were at 
kngih all recalled to help their country againii the 
GothSy and other barbarous invaders*. Mean time, the 
Britons left to (hift for themftlves, and daily barrafled 
by cruel inroads from the Pi^, were forced to call in 
the Saxips for their defence ; who coniequently reduced 
the gresctefl part of the ifland to^heir owo power, drove 
the Britons into the mofl remote and mountainous parts^. 
• and the refV of tlie country mcuftoms, rel^ion^. and lan<^ 
guage, became wholly Saxon. This 1 take to be the 
Feafoni .why there are more Latin words remaining in the 
Britilh tongue than in the old Saxon, which, excepting 
fbme few variations in the orthograghy, is the fame in. 
mod original words with our prefent £ngli(b, as well as 
with the German and other. NoribitTtL 4u.V^^. 
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Edward the confeffor, having lived long id FrancCy ap* 
peirs to be the firtt who iatroduced any mixture of the 
Krench tong'je with the Saxon ; the court afifetSlog wlut \ 
the prince was tbnd of, and others taking it up for a fk- | 
fliion, as it is now with us. William the conqueror pro* j 
ce^ded rnuLh farther; bringing over' with him vaft-num- ' 
bers of that nation, fcattering them in every monaftcry,. 
git^in'jr them ^reat quantities of land, dire<^ing all plead- 
ings to be in that language^ aud endeavouring to make it 
univerCal in the kingdom. This at lead is the opiokm 
general )y received : but your lordfbip hath fully convin- 
ced me, that the French tongue made yet a greater pro* 
grels here under Harry ths fccond^ who had large terri- 
tories on that continent, both from his father and Lis wife, 
made frequent journeys and expeditions thither, and was 
always attended with a number of his countrymeo, re- 
tainers at his court. For (bme centuries after, there was 
« conflant intercourfe between France and England, by 
the dominions we podelled there, and the conqiietls we.- 
made ; lb that our language between two and three bun* 
dred years ago, fcems to have had a greater mixture with 
French than at pr Jent ; many words having been after- 
wards reJ2(5h'd, and Tome fince the time of Spencer; al- 
though we have ftill retained not a few, which have beca 
long antiquated in France. I could produce (everal in- 
ilaoces-of both kinds, if it were of any ufe or entertain- 
ment. 

To examine into the (everal circumflances by which 
the langu !ge of a country may be altered, would force 
me to enter into a wide field. I fhall only oblerve, that 
the Latin, the French, and the En^lilh, lecm to have 
•undergone the fame fortune. The firft, from the dajs- 
of Romulus to thofe of J+jIius Caefar, fufFered perpetual 
changes: and by what we meet in thofe authors who oc- 
cafionally fpeak on that fabje6t, as well as from certain 
fragments of old laws, it is manifeft that the Latin, three 
hundred years before Tully, was as unintelligible in his 
time> as the £ngli(h and French of the fame period are 
now ; and thefe two have changed as much fince William 
the conqueror (which is but little lefs than (even hundred 
years) as the Latin appears to have done in the like 
term. Whether oat Van^^^t o\ \V ^^^xwiK ni<ill decline 
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IS fad as the Roman did, is a queftion, that would per* 
laps admit more debate than it is worth. There were 
nany reafons for the corruptions of the lad : as, the 
:haDge of their government to a tyranny, which ruined 
:he Itudy of eloquence, there being no further u(e or en« 
:ouragement for popular orators : their giving not only 
:he freedom of the city, but capacity for employments^ 
:o feveral towns in Gaul, Spain, and Germany, and o- 
thcr diftant parts, as far as Afia; which brought a great 
Dumber of foreign pretenders into Rome : the {lavi(h diP; 
pofition of the (enate and people, by which the wit and 
eloquence of the age were wholly turned into panegyric, 
the mod barren of all fubjefts: the great corruption of 
manners, andintrodudion of foreign kixury, with foreign 
terms to expreft it> with feveral others that might be 
adigned^ not to mention thofe invadons from the Goths 
and Vandals, which are too obvious to iniid on. 

The Roman language arrived at great perfc^ion, be* 
lore it began to decay : and the French, for thefe lad fifty 
years, hath been polifbing as much as it will bear, and ap« 
Pears to be declining by the natural incondancy ot that 
people, and the afieflation of fome late authors to intro- 
<}uce and" multiply cant words, which is the mod ruinous 
Corruption in any language. La Bruyere, a late cele- 
brated writer among them, makes u(e of many new 
tenns, which are not to he found in any of the common 
ii«5iionaries before his time. But the Englifh tongue is 
lot arrived to fuch a degree of perfection, as to make us 
ipprehend any thoughts of its decay ; and if it were once 
reboed to a certain dandard, perhaps there might be ways 
Fbmid out to fix it for ever, or at lead till we were invad- 
ed and made a conqued by foine other date ; and evea 
then our bed writings might prohly be prefer ved with 
care, and grow into edeeni, aud the authors have a chance 
for immortality. 

But without fiich threat revolutions as thefe (to which 
we are, I think, lefs fubjc^fl than kingdoms upon the 
continent), I fee no abfolute necefliiy why any language 
fhould be perpetually changing ; for we find many exam- 
ples to the contrary. From Homer to Plutarc4) are a- 
bove a thouHuid years ; ih lor.g at lead the purity of the 
Greek tongue may be allowed to lad, aud we know not* 
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ichool in England for that arcompIilhiTicnt; ai.d /b will 
renaiii^ till Letter cire be taken in liie education of onr 
young nobility., that they may (cl out into the vv(;rld with 
Ibme foundation of lireratui-e, in order to qualify them 
for patterns of polittnels. The coi.fequen^e of this dc- 
fcft upon our langua[»,e may appear from the plays, and 
other compofitions written for eiuertainnient will. in fii^'ty 
years pift ; filled with a ruccelllon of affc(51td phralcs, ar.d 
new conceited words, either borrowed from the current 
ftyle of the court, or froi« thofe, who, under tl e cha- 
raAer of men of wit and pleafure, pretended to give the 
law. Manyof thefe refinements have already b(en lor^ • 
antiquated, and are now hardly intelligible ; v^hitl is no 
woader, when they were the product only of ignorance 
apd caprice. 

I have never known this great town without one or 
more dunces of figure, who ha-d credit enough to give 
nfe to Ibme new wor*^, and propagate it in moll coiivcr- 
TatJODs, though it had neither humour, nor (ignifitancy. if 
it'ftruck the preleut tafle, it wis lojn trin^fcrred into 
the plays and current icribbles of the week, and became 
an addition to our language ; wl.iie tie men of wit and 
letroingy inftead of early obviating I'uch corruptions, were 
too often feduced to imitate and comply with them. 

There is another fett of men, who have contributed 
very much to the fpoiling of the Engliih tongue; I mean 
the poets, from tlie time of the redoration. Thele gen- 
tlemen, although they could not be infenfible how much 
Ptirlaoguage was already overftocked with monofyJlablcs, 
yet^to fave time and pains, introduced that barbarous 
cuftom of abbreviating words, to fit them to themeafure 
of their verfes; and this they have frequently done (b 
very injudicioufly, as to form fuch harrfi unharmonious 
^bundsy that none but a northern ear could endure; they 
have joined the molt obdurate conlbnants without oi:e in- 
tervening vowel, only to fhortcn a lyllablc ; and their 
tafte in time became fo depraved, that what was at firft 
a poetical licence not to be juftilkd, they made their 
choice, alledging, that the words pronounced at length 
ibunded faint and laugnid. This was a pretence to take 
up the fame cuftom in pvofe 1 ib tl.1t nioft of the lioo!;s 
We lee now a-davs, arc full of iIigIc man'^Uw^^ 'i.w\d iJ::^- 

Vol. IV. " G g ^^^- 
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t]»-it women III their manner of corrupting words, do na- 
turally Jicird the conlbinnts, as we do the vowels. 
Wh it I am going to lell your lordOiip appears very tril^ 
ling : thit more thin once, where fome of both fexei 
wtie in CO rp iny, 1 have perfiudcd two or l]\ree of each 
to take a pen, and write down a number of letters join- 
ed looettier, jjfl as it c ime into their heads ; and, upon 
rcc^d ng this gihbcrifh, we have found that which the rr.ctt 
h id wmre, by tlic frcqient cncountcrir.g of rough confo» 
n-inrs, to found like Hi;;h-Djtth ; and the other, by the 
wotncii, like Italian, nboundirg in vowels and liquids. 
No\^', though I would by no means give ladies the irou- 
l»ie of a.iviliiig us in the reformation of our language, yet 
I canno* help thinking, that fincc they have been left out 
c»f all meeiings, except parties at play, or where worfe 
difigns are carried on, our converfation hath very niuih 
degenerated. 

In order to reform our langungc, I conceive, my lord, 
that a free judicious choice (ho aid be made of fuch per- 
Ibn?, as are generally allowed to be beft qualified for 
fuch A work, without any regard to quality, party or 
profdlion. TI.efe, to a certain number at lea ft, (hould 
ailenii)le at r)me appointed time and place, and fix on 
rules by wi.ich they deftgn to proceed. What methods 
they will tnkc, is not for me to prefcribe. Your lord- 
ll'.ip, and other perfons in great employment, might pleafe 
lo be of the number: and I am afraid fuch a Ibciety 
would want your indrudtion and example as much as 
^.o.ir protecffion ; for I have, not without a little envy, 
• )olcrvcd of late tl)e fty'e of fi)me great minifters very 
much to exceed (hit of any other piodudlions. 

I'he perfons who are to undertake this work will have 
tlie example of the Frer.ch before them to imitate, where 
thefe have proceeded ric»ht, and to avoid their milhkes. 
Bf fillers tiiL L'lan'.mar-p.rr, wherein we are allowed to be 
very ciefcvffive, they wlil ohlc-rve many grols impioprie- 
lits, wi.ich however a-ilhorixd b) pradiee, and grown 
fam'.inr, oj^'Jit to be (!iu ardv-J. Tiiey will find many 
word.^ tliat tlefervc to L: utttily t! rown out of our lan- 
guage, mai-y more to he cor r. oh d, and perhnps r.ot a 
few lor,»', fiiiie anti.]ri:-d, wi.ich oijtlit to be reftoredon 
accociU of i^*iiX cvvvV^v oaA W.wA. 
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f I would undertake to (hew your lordfhip fcveral 
s^ where the beauties of this luud are fo predonii- 
» tbat^ wi^h all your (kill io languages, you could 
' be able either to read or underftand them. 
It I am very much miftakcn, if many of thefe falle 
tments among us do not ariie from a principle, whicl> 
d quite dcftroy their credit, if it were well undcr- 
and cooilderedf For I am afraid, ray lord, that,, 
all the real good qualities of our country, we are 
*alty not very polite. This perpetual diipoiiiion to 
en our words, by retrenching the vowels, is nothing 
but a tendency to lapfe into the barbarity of thole 
hern nations, from whom we are dc(ceudtd, and 
e boguagcs labour all under the fame dei^c<5l. For 
worthy our obfervation, that the Spaniards, tlic 
ch, and the Italians, although derived from the 
Northern anceftors with ourfelves, are with the ut- 
difficulty taught to pronounce our words, which the 
\es and Danes, as well as the Germans and ther 
h, attain to with eafe, becaufe our fyllahlcrrefem- 
leirs in the roughnefs and frequency of conlbnants. 
, as we druggie with an ill climate to improve the 
:r kinds of fruits, are at the expence of walls to re* 
and reverl>erate the faint rays o( the fun, and fence 
id the Nortliern blads, we fomet'imes, by the help of 
>d foil, equal the produAkms of warmer countries, 
have no need to be at (o much cod and care. It i« 
ime thing with refpe^ to the politer arts among us ; 
he fimc defedl of heat which gives a fierceneis to 
atures, may contribute to that roughnefs of our lan- 
?, which bears fome analogy to the harih fruit of 
r countries. For I do not reckon that we want a 
•/ more than the red of our neighbours : but your 
lip will be of my opinion, that we ought to druggie 
theie natural difad vantages as much as we can, and 
reful whom we employ, whenever we deiign to cor* 
hem, which is a work that has hitherto been aifu* 
by the lead' qualified hands. So, that if the choice 
>een Jieft to me, I would rather have trudcd the re* 
lent of our language, as far as it relates to found, to 
jdgment of the women, than of illiterate court-fops, 
wit ted poets^ and univer(ity-boys» For vK. va ^^V^w^ 
G g 2 >^^■^^. 
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fcrvc ill the ctumHunion^ftirviCif that ot' burial^ and o- 
th- r parts. 

Uut when I fiy, that I would have our language, after 
it U duly corre^ed, always to iafl^ I do not mean that it 
(hould never he enlarged. Provided that uo word, which 
a Ibciety (hall give a i'andtioo to, be afterwards antiqua- 
ted and exploded, they may have liberty to receive what- 
ever new ones tliey fhall find occadon for ; becaufe then 
the old books will yet be always valuable according to 
their intrindc worth, and not thrown adde on account ot* 
untelligible words and phrafes^ which appear harfh and 
uncouth, only becaufe they are out of famion. Had the 
Roman tongue continued vulgar in that city till this time, 
it would have been abfolutely neccfldry, from the migh- 
ty changes that have been made in law and religion, fiom 
tne many terms of art required in trade and in war, from 
the new inventi<'ns that have happened in the world, 
from the vafl fpreading of navigation and commerce, 
with many other obvious circum (lances, to have made 
great additions to that language ; yet the antients would 
Uill have been read and underftood with pleafure and 
cafe. The Greek tongue received many enlargements 
between the time of Homer and that of Plutarch; yet the 
former author was probably as well underdood in Tra- 
jan's time as the latter. What Horace fays of vnrdi 
going off and ferlftAng like leaves y and new ones coming 
in their place, is a miifortune he laments, rather than a 
thing he approves ; but I cannot fee why this (hould be 
abfolutely neceffary, or, if it were, what would have be- 
come of his monumentum aere perenniusP 

Writing by memory only, as I do at prefent, I would 
gladly keep within my depth ; and therefore fhall not 
enter into further particulars. Neither do I pretend more 
than to (hew the ufcfuiDcfs of this deiign, and to make 
Ibme general obfervations, leaving the reft to that focicty, 
which I hope will owe its inflitucion and patronage to 
your lordfhip. Btfides, I would willingly avoid repeti- 
tion, hiving about a year ago communicated to tie public 
much of what I had to offer upon this fubjf<5l, by the 
hinds of an ingenious gentleman, who for a long time 
did thrice a week divert or in(lru«5l the kingdom by his 
papers ; and is R>Y>Y^okd vo ^vxttuc the lame deugn at prc- 

Cea 
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fent under the title of Speftator. This author, who 
hath tried the force aod compals of our language with fo 
much fuccefs, agrees entirely >^ith ra« 10 moft of my fcnti- 
ments relating to it; fo do the greateft part of the men- 
of wit and learnings whom I: have had the happinefs to 
converfe with ; and therefore 1 imagine that fuch a focie- 
ty would be pretty unanimous in the main points. 

Your Lordfhip muft allow, that tuch a work as thFs 
brought to pcrfe^ion, would very much contribute to the 
glory of her Majefly's reign ; which ought to be record- 
ed in words more durable than braf^, aad^fueh as our 
poderity may read a thouiand years hence with pleafure 
as well as admiration. I always difapproved that falfe 
compliment to princes, that the moft lading monument 
ihey can have, is the hearts of their fubje^s. It is in- 
deed thtrir greatefl prefcnt felicity to reign in their fub- 
jcft's hearts ; but thcie are too periftiable to preferve their 
memories, which can only be done by the pens of able 
and taithfnl hiilorians. And I take it to be your lord- 
, fliip's duty, as prime minijlert to give order for infpeA* 
kig our language, and rendering it fit to record the hiito- 
ry of fo great and good a princefs, Be£des, my Lord, 
as didintereiled as you appear to the world, I am convin- 
ced, that no man is more in the power of a prevailing fa« 
vourite padion than youifelf ; I mean that deGre of true 
and lading honour, which you have borne along with you 
through every ftage of your life. To this you-have of- 
ten facrificed your interefl, your eafe, and your health : 
for prelerving and increafing this you have expofed your 
perlbn to fccrtt treachery and open violence. There is 
not perhaps an example in hiftory of any minifter, who in 
fu (hort a time hath performed fo many great things, and 
overcome fo many diiRcuIties. Now, though I am fully 
convinced, that you fear God, honour your Q^ieen, and 
love your country, as much as any of your fellow-fub- 
jtr^s, yet I mud believe, that the defire of fame hath 
been no inconfiderable motive to quicken you in the pur- 
fuit of thofe actions which will bed deferve it. BOt at 
the fame time I mud be fo plain as to tell your lordfhip, 
that if you will Hot take (bme care to fettle our language, 
and pufit into a date of continuance^ I cannot promiie 
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that your mcrnory fliall be prelerved above an Luadreif 
years, tarther than by inipcrfe<5b tradition. 

As barb nous and ignorant as we were in former ccn*^ 
turie?, ilicrc were more efteftual care taken byourance- 
ftors to prelerve the memory oF times and ptrfons, thait 
we find ill this age ot' learning and p>Hiencls, as we are 
plcafed to call it. The rude Latin of the Monks is dill 
very intelligible ; whereas, had their records been deli* 
vered down only in the vulgar tongue, (b barren and fo 
barbiroiis, fo fuDJeifl to continual futceeding changes, 
they could not now be underdooJ, unlef» by antiquaries; 
who mike it then* ftcidy to- expound themi- And we 
mud at this day have been content with fuch poorab-* 
(hafh of our £ngli(h ftory, as laborious men of low 
genius wojUl think fit to give us : and even thefe in the 
next age would be likewife fwaHowed up in ruccccding. 
co!le(5lions. It* things go on at this rate, all I can pro- 
mile your iordfhip, is, that, about two hundred years 
bdiice, fo.nt painfjl compiler> who will beat the trouble 
of ihidying nldianguage, may inform the world, that iu 
the reign of Qjecn Anne, Robert Earl of Oxford, a very 
wile and excellent m.in^ was made /jigh^treti/urer, ad 
faved his cojntry, which in thofe days was almoft ruiotd 
by a foreign uar^ and a dbrneftic fa£llon. Thus raudi 
be m«y be abk; to pick out, and willing to transfer into 
his new biftory ; bur the reft of your charaifler, which I 
or any other writer may now value oarfclves by drawing, 
and the particuhr account of the great things done under 
your miiiiftry, for which you are already fo celebrated in 
moft parts of Europe, will probably be dropped, on at- 
count of the antiquated ftyle and manner they arc dcii* 
vereJ \\\. How then fhall any man, who liatb a genius 
for hiftory equal to the heft of the ancients, be able to 
undertake fich a wor!: with Ipirit and chearfulneft, when 
he conliJers that he vvill be read with pleafure but a ve- 
ry few years, and in an age or two fhall hardly be under- 
flood without an interpreter \ This is like enploying an 
excellent ftituary to work upon mouldering llonc.TboIe, 
who apply their ftjdiesto prelerve the memory ofothtr?, 
will always have fom.e concern for their own. And I be- 
lieve it is for this reaibn, that fo few writers among us 
of any diftmctiotv u^nc vo.t\\^\ \Vvd^. t^bou'^hts to fuch a 
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difcouraging employment : for the befl Englifh hiftorian 
muft lie under this mortification, that, when hisftjitf- 
grows antiquated, he will be only confidered as a tedious 
relator of faifts ; and perhaps conrultcd in his turn among 
other neglcded authors to furnifh materials for fome fu^ 
tore coIle<5tor. 

r doubt your lordfliip is but ill entertained with a few 
fcattered thoughts upon a fubjecl, that deferves to be- 
treated with ability and care : however, I muft beg leave 
to add a few words more, perhaps not altogether foreign 
to tie fame matter. I know not whether that which I* 
am going to fay may pafs for caution, advice, or re- 
proach, any of which will be juftly thought very impro- 
per from one in my ftjition to one in yours. I-lowcver, 
I muft venture to affirm, that if genius and learning be 
not encouraged under your iordj(hip*s aduiiniftraiibn, )OU 
are the moft inexcufable perfon alive. AH' your other 
virtues, my Lord, will be def<f<^ive without this ; your 
ad^bility, candor, and good nature ; that perpetual a- 
greeablencls of converfation, fo dilengaged in the midft 
of (uch a weight of bufinels and oppofition ; even your 
juftice, prudence, and magn.jniniity, will Ihine lefs brigbf. 
without it. Your lordlhip is univerfully allowed. fopol- 
fcls a very large portion in moft parts of literature ; aad .■»■ , 
to this you owe the cultivating thofe many \ ' ^" 

otherwife would have been lels adorned, ofi 
fe^ion. Neither can you acquit yourfelf -i 
gitions, without letting the arts in their turn fharc your 
influence and protection : befides, who knows but Ibme 
true genius may happen to arii'e under your miniftry, ex^ 
art us ut aefhcriusfoh Every age might perhaps pro- 
duce one or two of thefe to adorn it, if they were not 
funk under the cenfure and obloquy of plodding^ fervilo^ 
imitating pedants: I do not mean by a true genius, ai^- 
bold writer, who hreiks through the rules of decency to 
diftinguifh himfblf by the (inguhirity of his opinions : but 
one, who upon a delerving fubjedl is able to open new 
fcenes, and difcover a vein of true and noble thinking, 
which never entered into any imagination before : every 
ftroke of whofe pen is worth all the paper blotted by 
hundreds of others in the compals of their lives. I 
kQo\^^ my Lord^ your friends all offtv m.^o>M ^^^tx^^^^ 



iteratu^^c; aad .;^, 
y virtgM||t)ich«^ 

•oMfrefe obti- 
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thftt, ia yoor private capacity, you never refufe 
purfe and credit to the^fervice and lupport of iear 
ingenious men : and that ever {vac** you have been 
t>lic eroploynnenty you have couftaoily beftowedy( 
vours on the moil defcrviog perlbns. But I debt 
lordfhip not to be deceived .* we never will ad 
thefe excufesi nor will allow your private liberal 
great as it is, to at tone for your excelfive public 
But here again I aai afraid molk good fabjet^ls will in 
in your deteuce, by aliedgiog tl^e deiperate conditi 
found the nition in, and the neceiTiiy there was 
able and faithful a (leward to retrieve it, if poilil 
the ucmod trug\lity. We grant all this, my Lor< 
then ic ought like wife to be conGdered, that you b 
ready faved feveral ?nil lions to the public, and tha 
we aik is too inconfKJer^ble to break into any rules 
(Iri^elt good hufbiudry. The French King bett 
bout half a do^en peafiotis to learned men in lever. 
of £urope, and perhaps a dozen in his own kin 
which in the whole do probably sot amount to I 
iucotne of many a private cotniioner iu Englai 
have more contributt-d to the glory oF that princ< 
any million he hath otherwiie employed. For le 
]ik$ all true merits i& eafUy facisficd } wh'id the ti 
fgftl tflrfg * it perpetually craving, and never t 
badklM)[gb« The ihiallcd favour given by i 
prinqs^ ata mark of e(leem> to reward the endo< 
of the nund, never fills to be returned with pra 
gratitude, and loudly celebrated to the world, 
known fome years ago ieveral penGons given to ] 
lar peHbns (how ddervediy I (hall not enquin 
one of which, if divided into tinaller parcels, ani 
buted by the crown, to thole who might upon ( 
di(lingui/h themlelves by (bme extraordinary pre 
of wit or learning, would be amply fufiicient to 
the end. Or if any fuch pcrlbng were above 
(as every great genius certainly is, with very m 
conveniencies of life), a medal, or fome mark of c 
en, would do full as well. 

But I forget my province, and find myfelf 
projecflor before I am aware ; although it be on< 
£lft cbara^lers uadw vj\C\\:\vV^^MVdd<:G.re to ap 
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ore your Lordftiip, efpecially when I have the ambiti- 
on of afpiring to that of being, with the greateft refpcfl 
.nd tnithi 

Mt LorD9> 

Tour LordJhtp*5 
tnofi obedient f mofl obliged, 
and tnoft humble fervafit, 

tjindon^ Feb, 22. 
I7ii-ia, 
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Some Free Thoughts upon the 
SENT State of Affairs** 



Written in the year 1 71 4. 



WHATEVER may be tlionght or pra<5lifed h] 
found politicians, tbey will hardly be able t 
viuce the reafonable pirt of aunkiad^xhat the mod 



• About a month before the dcmifc of Qnccn Anne, thi 

having laboured to reconcile the miniflers to each other witbo 

Ccfs, retired to the houft of a friend in Berkfliire, and nev< 

them more. But, during this retreat, he wrote the foUowin 

tifc, which he thought might be of fome ufc even in that ju 

and ient it up to London to be printed : but, upon fome dii 

-in opinion between the author and the late Lord Bolingbrok 

publication was delayed till the Queen's death ; and then he i 

hiicopy. It was afterwards placed in the hands of the late 

Aun Barber, from whom it was obtained to be printed. Tl 

of the minidry by this animoGty among themfelves, was lonj 

fecn and foretold by Swift ; and it appears by Lord Bolingl 

letter to Sir William Wyndham, that in his heart he renoun* 

friend(hip for Oxford long before the condufion of the peace, I 

it did not appear till afterwards. ** The peace", fays he, " 

had been judged to be the only folid foundation whereu| 

" could erc£t a Tory fyftcm, and yet when it was made we 

«* ourfclves at aftand; nay, the very work, which ought t 

•* been the bafis of our ftrength, was in part demoliflicd bcfc 

•" eyes, and we were ftoned with ihe^ ruins of it. " This 

probably rendered the difunion of the miniOry vifible ; fome 

p^Uy endeavouring to fecuTC \\\emtc\\t«., ^'itcvt ^^VV^Vvoviclng 

tabli/b at all events xht pavi^ v\\t^ V^^ t^^ow^^:^, >»\\v>o. ^ 

thing but " incrcafc o£ motu?vcavow ^vA .vt^w ^w^^'^'^' 

" in'\ Aadkis not to \>e >«otvdi^iE^^ ^^^^^ xsVct^vVv^' 
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rt, eafy, fafe, and lawFul way to any good end is not 
•re eligible, than onedirc<flly contrary in fome or all of 
i(e qualities. I have been frequently alFured by great 
nifters, that politics were nothing but common (enfe ; * 
ich, as it was the only true thing they fpoke, fo it 
s the only thing they could have wilhed I fhould not 
ieve, God hath given the bulk of mankind a capaci- 
to underftand reafon when it is fairly offered ; and by 
ion they would eifily be governed, if it were left to 
!ir choice. Thofe princes in all ages, who were mofl 
tinguiflitd for their myfterious fldll in government, 
ind by the event, that they had ill confulted their own 
et, or the eafe and happinefs of their people ; nor 
:h pofterity remembered them with honour ; fuch as 
(ander and Pliilip among the Greeks, Tiberius in 
line. Pope Alexander the fixth and his Ton Caefar Bor- 
, queen Catherine dc Medicis, Philip the' fecond of 
ain, with many others. Nor are examples lefs fre- 
ent of minifters, famed for men of deep intrigue, who(e 
litics have produced little more than murmurings, fa^i- 
s, and dilcontents, which ufuaily terminated in the 
grace and ruin of the authors. 

I can recoiled but three occafions in a ftate, where the 
lents of fuch men may be thought nccefTary ; I mean in 
late where the prince is obeyed and loved by his fub« 
?ts : firft, in the negociation of a peace ; fecond! y, in 
jufting the intercfts of our own country with thofe of 
e nations round us, watching the fevefal motions of 
ir neighbours and allies, and preferving a due balance 
nong them : laftly, in the management of parties and 
6tion8 at home. In the fii ft of thefe cafes I have often 
iard it obfcrved, that plain good fenfe and a 6rm ad- 
jrencc to the point, have proved more effectual than all 
lole arts, which I remember a great foreign minifter uf« 

ritten, the Dean's attempts to reconcile his friends were unfuccef- 
il ; for Bolingbroke declares, that he abhorred Oxford to fuch a 
cgree, that he would rather have fuflfcred banilhment or death, than 
ave taken meafures in concert wUh him to have avoided either. 
iawkef. 
When you have real this pamphlet, digtto com^ejce lalcllum. Or- 

Vox. IV. Hh . ^ 
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ed in contempt to call the fpirit of negocidt'iug. In I 
(ecoDd cafe much wifdom and a thorough knowledge in. 
fairs, both fortign and domcftjc, are certainly require 
after which I know no talents neceifiry befides meth 
and ikill in the common forms of bufinefs. In the 1 
cafe, which is that of managing parties^ there feems i 
deed to be more occafion for employing this gift of t 
lower politics, whenever the tide runs high againil t 
court and miniflry, wUch feldom happens under any t 
Icrable adminiilration, while the true intereft oFthe 1 
tion is purfued. But, here in Xngland (for I do not pi 
tend to eftablifh maxims of government in. general) wb 
the prince and miniflry, the clergy, the majority of Ian 
ed-men, and bulk of the people, appear to have thefai 
views and the f'lme principles, it is not obvious to n 
how thofc at the helm can have many opportunities 
(hewing their ikill in mydery and refinement^ beilc 
what themielves think fit to create. 

I have been aiTurcd by men long pradliicd in bufine 
that the (ecrets of court are much fewer than we gei 
rally fuppofe ; and I hold it for the greateft fecret 
court, that they are fo : becaufe die fir(l fprings of gn 
events, like thole of great rivers, are often fo mean a 
fo little, that in decency they ought to be hid : and tbe 
fore miniflers are fo wile to leave their proceedings to 
accounted for by rea(bners at a difttnce, who ofi 
mould them into fvilems, tliat do not only go down ^ 
ry well in the cnffee-houle, but are fupplies for pat 
phlets in the prelent age, and may probably furoilh n 
tcrials for memoirs and hidories in flie next. 

It is true indeed, that even thole who are very m 
the court, and are fuppoied to have a large (hare io 1 
management oF public matters, are apt to dedud wro 
confequences, by reafoning upon the cau(es and moti 
of thofe a(flions wherein themielves arc employed, 
great miniller puts you a cafe, and aiks your opinkxn, I 
conceals an eflential circumftance, upon ^hich thewb 
weight of the matter turns ; then he defpifi^th your i 
dcrftanding for counielling him no better, and conclw 
he ought to truft entirely to his own wiidom. Thus 
grows to abound in (ecreis and referves, even towa; 
tliofe, viilh \v\io:n W ov^^x \^ ^(\.v\ the grcatell cor 
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dcncc and concert; and thus the world is brought to 
judge, that whatever be the ifTue and event, it was all 
tbrcfeen, contrived, and brought to pals by ibme nidfter- 
ftroke of his poh'tics. 

I could produce hinumerable inftanccs, from my own 
rnemory aud obfervaiion, of events imputcci to the j 10- 
found {kill and addrefs of a miniiler, whicii in reality were . 
either the mere effe^ of negligence, wedkncl>, liuniour, 
poilioQ, OF pride, or, at b:lt^ but the natural courle of 
things left to themfelves. 

Inuring this very felfion of paHijment, a mod ingenious 
^Dtleman, who hath much credit with thole in powtr, 
^xrould needs have it> that in the late diflenfions at court, 
nrhicli grew too high to be any longer a fecret, the whole 
matter was carried wiih the utmoft dexterity on one lide, 
and with m<inife(l ill condu<5l on the other. To prove 
thiSy he madeu^ of the mod pi aufibic topics, drawn from 
tbc nature and difpofition of the leveral perlbns .concern- 
ed, as well as of her majedy ; all which he knows as 
much of as any man : and gave me a detail of the whole, 
V^itb fuch «n appearance of probability, as committed to 
Vrriiing would pafs for an admirable piece of Iccret hiU 
tory. Yet 1 am at the fame time convinced by the 
ftrongeft reafons, that the idtie of thofe d (Tenfions, as to 
the -pait they had in the court and houfe of lords, was 
partly owing to very difltrent caufes, and partly to the 
- litfiition of affairs, from> whence in that tonjun^ure they 
oould not eifiiy terminate otherwife than ihey di<l, what- 
ever unhappy conicquences they may have for the future. 
In like manner I have heard a phyGcian pronounce 
with great gravity, that he had cured fo many patients 
of malignant fevers, and as many more of the fmall pox; 
whereas in truth nine parts in ten of thofe who recover- 
ed, owed their lives to the ftrength of nature and a' 
good conftitution, white fuch a one happened to be their 
do^or. 

But, while it is fo difficult to learn' the fprings and 
motives of Come fafts, and fo eafy to forget the circum- 
ftances of others, it is no wonder they (hould be fo grof- 
ly mifreprefented to the public, by curious inquifitive 
beads, who proceed a I together upon conjectures, and in 
roafoning upon affairs of (tale, arc fute X.o \>t vkv^^«^>'^^ 
H h 2 ^^.^xOcvr 
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f:;.irching too deep. And as I have known this to be 
frtqucnt error of many others, (b I am fure it hath b< 
perpetually mine, whenever I have attempted to difcc 
the cdufe oF political events by refinement and coDJ< 
ture; which 1 mud acknowledge hath very much abai 
my veneration for what they call arcana imperii, whe 
of I dare pronounce, that the fewer there are in anv J 
miniftration, it is juft lb much the better. 

What 1 have l.iihcrto faid, hath by no means b( 
intended to dctrdv5l horn the qualities requifitc in the 
who are irulled with the adminiftration of public affai 
on the contrary, I know notation of life, where gr< 
abilities and virtues of all kinds are fo highly neceiTai 
and where the want of any b fo quickly or yniverfa 
felt. A great miniftcr hath no virtue for which the pi 
lie may not be the better, nor any defed by which i 
public is not certainly a fu^erer. 1 have known mc 
than once or twice, within four years pad, an omiflion, 
appearance very fmall, prove .almost fatal to a wh 
Icheme, and very hardly retrieved. Ic is not alwi 
fufficient lor the per Ion at the helm, that he is intrej 
in his nature, free from any tindlure of avarice or c( 
ruption, and that he hath great natural and acquired 
Liiities. 

I never thought the reputation of much fecrecy wa 
chara<ner of any advantage to a minifler, becaufe it | 
all other men upon their guard to be as fecret as he, a 
was confequently the occafion that peribns and thii 
were always mifreprelcnted to him : becauie likewife, t 
great an aftedbiion of fecrecy is ufuaily thought to be; 
tended with thofe little inmgues and refinements, wbt 
among the vulgar denominate a man a g;eat politicia 
but among others is apt, whether de(crv«dly or no, 
acquire the opinion of cunning : a talent, which difi 
as much from the true knowledge of government, as t! 
of an attorney from an able lawyer. Neither indeed 
I altogether convinced, that this habit of multiplying 
crets may not be carried on, (b far as to ftop that cc 
munication which is nectfHiry, in fome degree, among 
who have any confidcrable part in the managemenl 
public affairs ; becaufe I have oh.'erved the inconveni 
C]c% arifing from a v.'aiVA ot V«ci\v^ betv^etn thole who v 
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to give dire<5tions, to have been of as ill confequence as 
any that could happen from the difcovery of fecrets. I 
fuppofe, when a building is to be erc<fted, the model 
may be the contrivance only of one head ; and it is fuf- 
ficient that the under -workmen be ordered to cut (lones 
into certain (hapes^ and place them in certain pofitious : 
but the feveral mafter-builders muft have fome general 
knowledge of the defign, without which they can give no 
orders at all. And^ indeed^ i do not know a greater 
mark of an able miniilery than that of rightly adapting 
the feveral faculties of men ; nor is any thing more 16 be 
lamented than the impradticablenefs of doing this in anv 
great degree under our prefent circumdances, while (o 
many (hut themfelves out by adhering to a fadtion^ and 
while the court is enflaved to the impatience of others, 
who delire to fell their vote, or thtir intereft, as dear 
as they can. But whether this hath not been fubmitted 
to more than was neceflary, whether it hath not bceD 
dangerous in the example, and pernicipus in the praftice, 
I will leave to the enquiry of thofe who can better de- 
termine* 

It may be matter of no little admiration to confider m 
fome lights the ftate of affairs among us for four years . 
pafl:. The queen finding herfelf^ and the majority of her 
kingdom, grown weary of the avarice and infolence, the 
midaken politics, and dcftrudlive principles of her former 
miniders / calls to the (ervice of the public another fit 
of men, who, by confedion of their enemies, had equal a* 
bilities at lead with their predeceflbrs ; whole intercft 
made it neceflary for them (although their inclinations 
had been otherwife) to ad upon thofe maxims which 
were mod agreeable to the conditution in church and 
.date ; whole birth and patrimonies gave them weight in 
the nation ; and who {\ fpeak of thofe who were to have 
the chief part in afFairsj had long lived under the drided 
bonds of rriendOiip : with all thel'e advantages, fupportcd 
by a vad majority of the landed inter ed, and the inferior 
clergy almoft to a man, we have feveral times feen the 
prelent adininidration in the greated didrefs, and very 
near the brink of ruin, together with the caufe of the 
church and monarchy committed to their charge ; ntv- 
thcr doth it appear to me at the mmuU \ ^«\ t^^^ ^^• 
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tingy that tVieir power or duration are upon any tolerable 
f )ot oF lecurity : wliich I do not fo much impute to the 
addrefs and indudry of their enemies, as to foaie Failures 
among themfelvcs, which I think have been full asvifible 
in their caules as their effects. 

Nothing hath given me greater indignation than tobe« 
hold a rainidrv, who came with the advantages I have 
reprefentedy aaing ever lince upon the defenbve in the 
Houie of Lords with a majority on their fide, and, iD(lea( 
of calliog others to account, as it was reafonably cxjpcA 
cJ, mifpending their time and lofing many opportunitie 
of doing good, becaufe a (Iruggling fa^ion kept then 
continually in play. Tliis courage among the adverfa 
ries of the court was infpired into them by various inii 
den;s, for every one of which I think the fa'tnijiers, or 
(if that was the cafe) the tjunijler alone is to anfwer. 

For, firil, that race of politicians, who in the can 
phrafe :<rii called the 'vohimftCMlj ♦, was never fo nurae 
rous> or at leaft fo a^ive, as it hath been fince the grea 
change at court ; many of thofe who pretended wholl; 
to be in wich the principles upon which her majefty ant 
her new fcrvants proceeded, either abfenting themfelve 
with the utmod indifference, in thofe conjun<5ture8 where 
on the whole caufe depended, or tiding dire^ly with d) 
enemy. 

I very well remember, when this minidry was not a 
Vove a year old, there was a little murmuring amou 
fich as are called the higher Tories or Churchmen, tha 
quicker progrefs was not made in removing thofe of tli 
difcon tented pirty out of employments. 1 rememlx 
likewife, the reafonlngs upon this matter were vanoo 
even among many who were allowed to know a goc 
deal of the infide of the court : Ibme fuppofed the quec 
was at firft prevailed on to make that great change, wit 

• WhimHcals were Tories who had been eager -for the conclu: 
on of the peace till the treaties were perfe^cd, then they could con 
up to no dircA approbation. In the cUroi)ur raifed aI>oat the dai 
ger of the fucceiTion, they joined the Whigs, and declared dire£) 
agatnft their party, ajid affcAed in mod other points a mod gloi 
QMS ncatrality. See BoUngbtolLe's letter to Wyodam, p. 48. 45 

I 
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ko other view than that of ading for the future upon » 
moderating fcheme^ in order to lecontile both panics; 
md 1 believe there might poffibly have been (bme ground* 
or this luppofitioD. Others conceived the employments 
vere left undifpofed of, -in order to keep alive the hopes- 
>f many more impatient candidates than ever could be 
^ratified. This hath fince been looked on as a very high 
irain of politics, and to have fucceeded accordingly ;> be* 
:aufe it is the opinion of many, that the numerous- pre^ 
lenders to places would never have been kept in order, if 
ill expectation had been cut off. Others were yet more 
refined ; and thought it neither wife nor fafe wholly to 
extinguifh all oppofition from the other fide; becaufe 
ID. the nature of things it was abfolutely necedary that 
there (hould be parties in an Englifh parliament ; and a 
(a^ion already odious to the people might be fu^Pered to 
continue with lefs danger than any new one that could a- 
rife. To confirm this, it was laid, that the majority in 
the Houie of Commons was toO great oq the fide of the 
High -church, and began to form themfelves into a body 
(by the name of the Odlober-club) in order to put the 
miniftry under fubje»5lion. Lailly, the diinger of intro- 
ducing too great a number of unexperienced men at once 
Into office, was urged as an irrefragable reafon for mak- 
ing changes by flow degrees. To difcard an able officer 
from an employment, or part of a commiffion, where the 
revenue or trade were concerned, for no other reafon bbt 
differing in fome principles of government, might be of 
terrible confequence. , 

However, it is certain, that none of thefe excules were 
able to pals among men, who argued only from the prin- 
ctples of general reafon. For firft, they looked upon all 
faatmes of comprehecfion to be as vifionary and impofli- 
hle in the (late, as in the church. Secondly, while the 
fphit raifed by the trial of Dr* Sacfieverel continued in 
moiiou, men were not fo keen upon coming in them- 
felves, as to fee their enemies out^ and deprived of all 
adiilince to do miichief ; and it is urged further, that 
this general ambition of hunting after places, grew chicfiy 
from feeing them fo long undifpofed of, and from too 
general an encouragement by promifes, to all who were 
tboDght capable of doing either good 01 \\w\X.. T>k«^^ % 
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the fear of creatiag another party xo ca(e the prefent f^' 
dtioQ were wholly fubduedy was in the opinion of plain 
meo^ and in regard to the fituation of our affairs, toa 
great a facrifice of the nation's fafety to iYiC genius of po^ 
litics ; confideriiig how much was to be done, and how 
little time might nrobably be allowed. Befides, thedifc 
vifions of a Houte of Commons into court and countri' 
parties, which was the evil they (eemed to apprehendi 
could never be dangerous to a good miniftry^ who had 
the true intercll and conditution o^ their country at 
heart : as tor the apprehenfion of too great a majority in 
the Houfe of Commonsi it appeared to be (cr vain, that 
upon (b.ne points of importance the court was hardly able 
to procure one. And the 0»5h)ber-cliib, which appeared 
fi> formidable at firft to fome politicians, proved in the 
foquel to be the chief fuppo^t of thofe who fufpefted 
them. It was Hkewife very well known that the great* 
eft part of thofe men, whom the former miniftry left m 
poHcdion of employments, were loudly charged with in- 
fufliciency or corruption, over and aboi'c their obnoxious 
tenets in religion aud government ; fo that it would haY« 
been a matter of fome difficulty to make a worfe choke ; 
befides, that plea for keeping men of factious principles in 
employment upon the (core of their abilities, was thought 
to be extended a little too far, and conftrued to take in 
all employments whatfoever, although many of them re- 
quired no more abilities than would ferve to qualify a 
gentleman -ufher at court : fo that this lafl excufe for the 
very flow fteps made in difarming the adverfaries of the 
crown, was allowed indeed to have more plauBbility, but 
Jefs truth than any of the former. 

I do not here pretend to condemn the counfels or a^- 
ons of the preient miniftry : their fafety and intereft arc 
vifibly united with thofe of the public; they are perfons of 
unquedionable abilities, altogether unfufpcifted of avarice 
or corruption, and have the advantage to be further re- 
commended by the dread and hatred of the oppofite 
fa<ftion. However, it is manifcft that the zeal of their 
friends hath beeti cooVm^ vcwj-wA* il\€m for above two 
years pad ; the^ Wxe Wttv ^W5^«v>\^ ^'cSk.wr.^^^ ^\<5»r.C 
fed upon thevnoa Y»ve^\v\^ oct^^ovj> -^x.^ x^x v^^^x ^ 
Jiig up in defpait: tV€« cW^e.^^^ Vv.^ Wx. v 
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reated with the utmoft barbarity and injudice in both 
louies, by fcurrilous and enraged orators ; while their 
learefl friends, and even thofe who muft have a fhare in 
heir difgrace, never offered a word in their vindication* 

When lexamine with myfelf what occafions the mini* 
try may have given for this coldnefs, inconftancy, and 
lik:ontent among their friends, I at the fame time recol- 
e^ the various conje^ures, reafonings and fufpicioos^ 
vhich have run fo freely for three years paft, concerning 
he deligns of the court : I do not only mean fuch conje- 
ftures, as ate born in a cofiee-houfe, or invented by the 
nalice of a party, but alio the conclufions (however mi- 
laken). of wife and good men, whole quality and flation 
itted them to understand the realbn of public proceedings^ 
ind in whofe power it lay to recommend or difgrace an 
idmioiflration to the people. 1 muft therefore take the 
bolduels^ to ailert> that all thefe difcontents, how ruinous 
(bcver they may prove in the confequences, have mofl un- 
Dcceflariiy arifcn from the want of a due commumcatlon 
and concert. Every man mufl have a light fufficient for 
the length of the way he is appointed to go ; there is a 
degree of confidence due to all flations ; and a petty 
conftabie will neither a<5l chearfuUy or wilely without 
that fhare of it wbieh properly belongs to him: although 
the main fpring in a watch be out of fight, there is an in- 
termediate communication between it and the fmallefl 
wheel, or elle no ufeful motion could be performed* This 
referved myfterfous way of afting, upon points where there 
appeared not the lead occafion for it, and towards per- 
fons, who at leaft, in right of their pofls, expefted a more 
open treatment, was imputed to fbme hidden defign, 
which every man conje<ftured-to be the very thing be was 
mofl afraid of. Thofe who profefled the height of 
what is .called the church principle, fufpedted, that a 
comprehension was intended, wherein the moderate men 
on both fides might be equally employed. Others 
wVnt farther, and dreaded fuch a comprehenfion, as di- 
redly tending to biing the old exploded principles and 
perfons once more into play. Again, fome afFe<5led to be 
uneafy about the fucceflion, and feea\ed xo v\\vc\^ ^^\^ 
was' a view of in r reducing that person, -^Wv-tNCcV^Na^ 
vho pretends to cJaim tbe cro>»i'n bv \u\vti\v.^^^^* ^ 
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t\}en, cfpecially of late, furmifed on the contrary, tba 
demioiUoF the houle of Hanover were induftriouO; 
mented by fome in power, without the privity oi 
— - or — — • Now, although thefe accufations 
too inconfiflcnt to he all of them true, yet they 
msilicioufly fufFered to pa(s, and thereby took off mu* 
that popularicvywhich ti.olb at the helm ftood iu nee 
to tiipport the.Ti under the difHculties ot^a k>ng perph 
negociatioo, a daily addition of public debts, and at 
hautied treafury. 

Bat the effedi of this myAical manner of procet 
did not end here : for the late diificnfious betweet 
great men at court (which h<ive been, for foine time 
the public entertainment of every caflfee^houfe) ure fa 
have arilcn from the fame fountain ;. while on on< 
very great rcferve, and certainly very great refent 
on the other ♦, if we may believe general report ( 
pretend to know no farther) have inflamed animofirt 
ibcb a height, as to make all reconcilement impra^ic 
Suppofing thU to be true, it may ferve for a great 
of humiliation to mankind, to behoki the habits am 
fions of men, otherwiie l.ighly accotnplifhed, triumj 
over intereft, fricndftiip, honour, and their own per 
=^^fety, as well as that of dieir country,, and probal 
a nnoft gracious princefs, who bath fntrufted it to i 
A (hip's crew quarrelling in a ftorm, or while then 
fiiies are within gun-(hot, is but a faint idea of this 
infatuation : of which, although it be hard to fay tw 
Axne people ouy think perhaps I.have already fai( 
much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the defertion of fi 
and lols of reputation have been (o great, that I d 
fee bow the minifters could have continued many y 
in their flations, if their oppolcrs of all kinds had a 
about the methods by which they fbouid be ruined 
their prefervatioa hitherto feems to rcfemble his, 
bad two poitbns given him together of contrary opera 
It may leem very impertinent in one of my le\ 

• Lord Oxford's rcfcrvc was the caufe of Bolingbrok 
fcntmcnt. Hawkef 
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point out to thoie who Gt at the helm^ what courib they 
ought to fteer. I know enough of courts to be ieiifible, 
how mean an opinion great miniiters have of mod men's 
Underftanding ; to a degree^ that in any oUier icience 
would be called the grolleft pedantryt However, unUfs 
I offer my fentiments in this pointy all 1 have hitherto 
faid* will he to no purpolc. 

The general wiQies and deGres of a people arc per- 
haps more obvious to other men^ tlian to miniders of 
date. There are two points of the highell importance, 
wherein a very great majority of the kingdom appear 
perfe<5lly hearty and unanimous. Firft, that the church 
of England (hould be preferved entire in all htr rights, 
powers and privileges ; all do^rines relating to govern- 
ment difcouraged, which (he. condemns ; all fchifms, 
ik^s and herelies difcountenanccd and kept under due 
fubjedion, as far as confifls with the lenity of our con- 
(^itution ; her open enemies (among whom I include at 
leaft diflenters of all deuominationt) not trufted with the 
ihiallen: degree of civil or military power ; and her fe- 
cret adverfaries, under the names of Whigs, Low-church, 
•Republicans, Moderation- men and the like, receive no 
marks of favour from the crown, but what they (hould 
delerve by a Oncere reformation. 

Had this point b«en (leadily purfued in all its parts, 
for three years pad, and aderted as tlie avowed leiblu- 
tion of the court, there mud probably have been an end 
of fa^ion, which hath been able ever^fince with (o much 
vigour to didurb and infiilt the adminidration. I know 
very well, that (bme refiners pretend to argue for the 
ufefulneis of parties in fuch a government as ours : I have 
ffiid Ibmething of this already, and have heard a {^reat 
qaauy idle wile topics upon the lubj<z<ft. But I (hall not 
argue that matter at preicnt ; I fuppofe, if a man thinks 
it necefTary to p/a^ with a ferpenty he wi! 1 chu^e one of 
a kind that is lead mi'chievous; otherwile, although it 
ap{)car$ to he cru(hcd, it may have life enough to ding 
him to death. So, 1 think it is not lafe tampering with 
the prefent fadlion, at lead at this jun<5iure : fird, bccaule 
their principles and pra^itts have been already very 
dangerous to the condituiion in church and date: (econd- 
ly, becaule they are highly in it., ted with the lofe of i.l^t\\ 
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power, full of venom and vengeance, and prepared 
execute every thing that rage or malice can fuggeft : \ 
principally, becauie they have prevailed by mifrepreli 
tations and other artifices, to make the fuccedbr looki 
on them as the only perfons he can trud : upon wb 
account they cannot be too foon, or too much difabh 
neither will England ever be fafe from the attenipti 
this wicked confederacy, until their (Ireugth and iote 
(hall be fo far reduced, that for the future it fhall noi 
in the power of the crown, although in conjunflion v 
any rich and fd^ious body of men^ to chufe an ill m: 
rity in the Houfe of Commons. 

One ftep very necedary to this great work, will b 
regulate the army, and cliiefly thoie troops which in t 
turns have the care of her Majefty's perfon ; who 
mod of them fitter to guard a prince under on Mgh ci 
cfjrt/Iice, than feated on the throne. The pect 
hand of Providence hath hitherto prcferved her Majc 
encompafled, whether fleeping or travelling, by her t 
roies: but fince religion teacheth us, that Provide 
ought not to be tempted, it is ill- venturing to trufl t 
precious life any longer to thole, who, by their publk: 
haviour and difcourfe, dikover their impatience to (t 
at an end ; that they may have liberty to be the inf 
ments of glutting at once the revenge of their pati 
and their own. It fhould be well remembered, whi 
fatisfa^ion thefe gentlemen (after the example of tl 
betters) were (6 fanguine to expreis upon the Que 
lad illnels at Windfor, and what threatenings they \ 
of refuting to obey their general, in cafe that illnefs 
proved fatal. Nor do I think it a want of charity to 
pedl, that, in fuch an evil day, an enraged faction wc 
be highly plea fed with the power of the fword, and v 
great connivance leave it fb long unfheathed, until t 
were got rid of their moft formidable adverfaries. 
the mean time it muft be a very melancholy pro^ 
that, whenever it fhall pleafe God to vifit us with this 
Jamrty, thofe who are paid to be defenders of the < 
power, w\\\ (l'At\d tead^ for any a6ls of violencp, th; 
Junto, comporec\ o? x.\\e ^xe^x^^ t?cvea\\^\.^>^<t ^t^vvdit 
oo, (hall tWittk ^t. vo t^yvci tJc^t\cv, 

The other pom\. o^ >^x?i^x.\trN^<itxa:w:^N^^^^^> 
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pi'oteftant fucccilion in the houfe of Hanover : not from 
my partiality to that illufliious houie^ further than as ic 
bath had the honour to mingle with the blood royal of 
England^ and is the neartit branch of our legal line re« 
Formed from popery. This point hath one advantage o- 
irer the former, that both parties profefs to dtGre tic 
fame bkding for pofterit/, but di^cr ahout the means of 
!ccuring it* From whence it hath come to pak, that the 
proteiiant fuccedion, in appearance the defire of the whole 
nation, hath proved the grcateft topic of flander, jealouly, 
tulpicioo and di Icon tent. 

I have been fo curious as to a(k fcveral acquaintances a- 
mong the oppofite party, whether they, or their leaders, 
did really fufpeft there had been ever any dedgn in tlte il 
miniilry to weaken the fucctffion in favour of the pfttcn- 
dcr, or of any other pcr'bn whatlbever. Some of thtm 
freely anfwered in the negative: others were of the fanic 
opinion, hut auo'ed, they did not know wl.at might he ^ 
done in time, and upon farther provocations : oihers a« 
^aln itemed to believe the afHrmative, but could never ' 
produce any plaufible grounds for their belief. I have 
I ike wife been allured by a perfon of fome confequence, 
that, during a very near and condant familiarity with the *^ 
^reat men at court for four years paft, he never could 
obferve, even in thofe hours of converfation where there 
is ufually leaft reftraint, that one word ever pafltd a- 
siong them to (hew a diflike to the prefent lettlement s 
although they would fometimes lament, that the falie re- 
prefentatioa of tl^eir's and the kingdom's enemies had 
made fome impredions in the mind of the fucccilbr. As 
CO my own circle of acquaintance, I can fafely affirm, that, 
excepting thole who are//oyy«r6ri by proieflion, I have 
oot met with above two peribns who appeared to have 
«ny (cruples concerning the prefent limitation of the 
crown. 1 thertfore tJiiuk it may very impartially be pro- 
nounced, that the nitmber of thofe, who wi(h to fee the 
Ion of the abdicated prii-ce upon the throne, is altoge- 
ther inconfiderahle. And further, 1 believe it will be 
found, that there are none who in much dread any at- 
tempt he /haJi make for the vetovcx^ oi Vvv& \eci^\^\it^ 
Hfrhts, as the Roman Catholics of Ev\^\ax\^ \ ^Vo Vsp^^ 
tMr freedom aud proper tits too ^'^iW \.o ^<X«^V\^ «»^ 
Vol. IV. l\ V.«^« 
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trance by a French army, and a 6e]d of blood ; ulio 
mud coDiinue upon the fame toot it' be cbangeth his reli- 
gioo, and muft expcA to be the firft and greateft fuffaxn 
it* he (hould happen to fiiil. 

As to the perlbn of this nominal pnoccy he lies under 
all manner of diiad vantages : the vulgar imagine him to 
have been a child imposed upon the nauou, by the frau- 
dulent ccal of his parents and their bigotted couniellors ; 
who took fpeciil care, againft all the rules of commoo ' 
policy, to educate him in their hateful fuperilit:on, fiick« 
ed in with his milk and confiimcd in his manhood, too 
ftrong to be now (haken by Mr Leiley * ; and a counter* 
feit converiation will be too grots to pa& upon the king- 
dom, after what we have (cen and fi^Tered from the like 
praftice in his father. He is likea^ie faid to be of weak 
intel1e<6tuals, and an unfound.conditution : he was treat* 
cd contemptibly enough by the young princes of France, 
even during the war ; is now wholly negle^d by that 
crown, and driven to live in exile upon a finall exhibiu- 
on : he is utterly unknown in England^ which he left in 
the cradle : Ws fatlicr's friends are moft of them dead, 
the reft antiquated or poor. Six and twenty years have 
aimoil pad Unce tlie repo/itfiQn, and the bulk of tbofe 
who are now moft ip a&ion, dther atxourt,in parliament, 
or public of&0ny..were then boys at fchool or the univer- 
(ities, and looCupon that great chanj^e to have happen- 
ed during a period iX" umc for which they are not ac- 
countable. The logic of the higheft tories is now, ^at 
thb was the eftabliniment they founds as ibon aa -they ar- 
rived to a capacity of judging ; that they had no hand ta 
turning out the late king, and therefore have no crime to 
anfuer for, if it were any : that tlie inlieritance to the 
crown is fixed in puriuance of laws made ever iince theV 
remembrance, by which all papifls are excluded, ard 
they have no other rule to go by ; that they will no more 
difpute King William the /^W*s title, tlian King William 

* Leiley was a nonjuring der^iran, who wrote a letter from 
Barleduc iu Lorratn, die place of the pretender's refidencr, ad* 

.drefUd to a member of parliament in JL,ondon, in praife and en 
behalf of his prince. The Utter was printed^ and f ubHcly -hand- 

^ ahoi)t in London. Hcrwk^f. 
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lie firft*s i ilncc they iruft have recourfe to hiftory for 
►oth ; that they have been inftru^ed ia the dodrines of 
»aflive obedience, noii-rcGilance and hercdi:ary-n;;ht, 
.nd fioil theai all necelTdry for preferving the pix*ient cfta- 
>]Hliment in church and ftate, and for continuing the fuc- 
icflion in the houie of Hanover, and miilV, in tlic-ir own 
ipiaion, renounce all thofe dodirines, by fetiingiip any o-^ 
licr title to the crown. Thb, I fay, fcems to be ll-.eK 
>olitical creed of all the high- principled men Ihave for 
bme time met with of forty years old and under ; which 
L'lthough t da not pretend to jjftify in every part, yet I» 
i«n fare it (ets the Protedant lucceflion upon a much tirm* 
gr foundation, than all the indigeded ichemes of thofi^ 
IV ho proftift to adl upon what they call revolution -pnnci^' 

Neither (hould it perhaps be loon forgot teoV that, du* 
ring the greatefl: licentioufnels of the prels, while the fa** . 
cred charai^tcr of the Qieen was every day infulted in fac- 
tious papers and ballads, not the leait refleding inlinua* 
lion ever appeared againil the Hanover family, whatevci* 
Oicafioa was o^ed taimefnpcrate pei3s,^4iy'th€-ra(hii«li- 
or indifcretion of one or two minifters from thence, 

Fro.Ti all thefe confiderations, I mult therefore lay. ft 
down as an unconteftable truth, that the fiicceiiion to 
thefe kingdoms in the illuftrious houle of Hanover, is us 
firmly (ecured as the nature of the- thing can poffibiy ad- 
mtc ; by the oatlis ofall thole vvi)o "are intruded with any 
olfice, 'by the very principles of thofe who are tcrmtd ' 
the high-church; hy the general inclinations *of the peo- 
ple, by the iiilignificaniy of that perlbn who claims it' 
tcom inheritance,. and the little afliftance he can expe(5^, 
either fioin princes abroad, or adherents at home* 

Hdwever, fioce the virulent oppofers of the queen and ^ 
bcr adoiiniftration, iiave fo far prevailed by their emifla- 
ric8 at the court of Hanover, and by their practices Mpon 
CMie or two ignorant, unmannerly mejfengers from thence, 
as tl^inake the eUflor defire fome farther fi?currty, • and" 
ftrnd oyer a memorial here to that end : the great quefti- 
00 is, how to give reafonable (atisfacflion to his highnefs, 
and (what is infinitely of greater conlequence) at the 
fame time^ confuit the honour and fafety of the queen," 
wbpfe quiet polfefton is of much more cottCec\v\tK\ct. A"c>-^% 
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of the prcfent age, than bis r ever pen. The fubftam 
his niemorial^ if 1 retail^ ic rights is to dt^rt that i 
one of his family mi^ht live in England^ with fu 
maiatenaDce as is ufaal to thf)fe of the royal bloody 
that certain titles fhould be conferred upon the reft, 
curding to anticnt cuflom. The memorial doth not 
cifv which of the family fliould be invited to relidt Y 
and if it had, I believe however, her majefty w 
liave looked upon it as a circuniltaDce left to>her 
choice. 

15ut, as all ihU is mofl manifdHy unnecefHiry in i 
and Okily incon^pliancc with the miilaken doubts of a 
ftimptive heir ; \o ilie nation would (to fjieak in the 
guage of Mr. Steel), expect, that her majcdy (bou 
ro.ide pcrfeclly ealy from that fide for the future 
inore to be alarmed with appr^enfions of vifits oi 
viands of writs, where * (he hath not thought tit to 
any invitation. The nation woiild likewiie expeif^ 
there (houid be an end of all private commerce bet 
that court and the leaders of a party here ; and^ tha 
clc(floral high fiefs fliould declare himlelf entirely fat 
with all her majefty's proceedings, her treaties of | 
and cotmnertey lier alliaMces abroad, her choice of i 
Hers at home, and particuJariy in her mod gracious 
defcenfions to his requed : that he wouJd upon all 
per occafions, and in the mod public manm-r, difi 
his utter diAike ot* ta<5lio>.)s perfons and principles^ b 
fpecidlly of that party, which, uwder the prettnee cr 
ter of his prote^ion, hath (o long dilquieted the I 
dom : and lafUy, that he would acknowledge tlie ^ 
nefs of the queen, andjullice of the nation,, in ib 
i'ccuring the i'ucccllion lo lijs family^ 

It is indeed a probleni which i couUV never con 
hend, why the court of Hanover, who have alia 
thought ihemfw'lves fo per family fccure ki the aflefl 



! ^l«or of 
le t^fit^ 



* Baron Schutz, envo)' extraordinary from the < 
nover, demanded a 'writ for the Elcdoral Prince 
houfe of peers as Duke of Cambridge, and it was eKpeAe{« 
his Highaefs wouid have made a vIHc to the court of Loii 

Uan'kf 
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tr^e priaciples, and the profcilions of the low-church par- 
ty 9 (hould not have endeavoured, according to the uibat* 
politics of princes, to gain over thofe who were repre- 
tented as their enemies ; fince tbcfe luppofed enemies bail 
made fo many advances, were in poflellion of all the pow- 
crs, had framed the very fettlemeut to which that illuflri- 
0115 family owes its claim ; had all of them abjured the 
pretender; were now employed in the great offices of 
Itate, and compofed a majority in both houfes of parlia- • 
ment. Not to mention, that the c]ueen berfelf, with the 
bulk of the landed gentry and commonalty throughout 
the kingdom, were o? tke number. This, one would 
tbink^ might be a (Irengtb fufHcient not only to objlruft 
but to bejlow a fuccedion : and fmce the prefunied heir 
could not but be perfeftly fecure of the other party, 
whoie greateft avowed grievance was the pretended dan- 
ger of his future right*;, ic might therefore furely have 
been worth his while, to have made at lead one itep to- 
wards cultivating a fair correfpondcnce with the powfr in 
podedion. Neither could thofe, who are called his friends, 
have blamed him, or with the lead decency enter into 
any engagements for defeating his title. 

But why may not the reafons of this proceeding in the 
tleCior be dire*5lly contrary to what is commonly, imagin- 
ed f Methinks I could endeavour to believe^ that t^s 
highneis b thoroughly acquainted with both parties ; is 
convinced, that no true membtr of the church of Eng« 
Lind can eaGly be (haken in bis principles of loyalty, or 
forget *t' c obligation of an oath, by any provocation : 
That thefs are therefore the people he incenus to rely up- 
on, and keeps only fair with the others from a true no- 
tion he hath of their doctrines, wl ich prompt them 10 for- 
get their duty upon every motue of intereft or ambition. 
If thb conjedlUre be right, his highnefs cannot fure but 
entertain a very high edeem of fuch miniders, who con- 
tinue to a^ under the dread and api'^arance of a fuccef* 
for'^utmod' diipleafure, and the threats of an enraged 
3n, whom he is fuppofed alone to favour, and to be 
'['entirely in bis judgment of firitiOi affairs and per-^ 
y their opinions. 
It to icturn ixQxxi this digreffion : the pre fence c^ that 
1 i 3 ia» 
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^nf.int prince * among us coulJ not, I think^ in any forty 
*bc inconliftcnt with the fafety oFllie qMecn ; he would be 
ill no danger of being corrupted in his principles^ or ex- 
po(rd in his perfon by vicious companions ; he could be 
at the head of no fadVious cluhs and cabals^ nor be at' 
tended by a hired rabblci which l.is flatterers might re< 
prefent as popiiiarity. He would have none of thatim< 
patience which the frailty of human nature gives to ex- 
pcdling heirs. There would he no pretence for men (( 
make their court by affecting German modes and refim 
mints in drels or behaviour : nor would there be an oc 
cjGon of infinuating to him, how much more his leve 
was frequented than the anti-chambers of St. James'] 
Add to all this, the advantages of being educated in ou 
religion, laws, language, mioners, nature of thcgoveni 
ment, eadi fo very diflPerent from thofe he would leav 
behind. By which likewife he might be highly ufefi 
to his father, if that prince (hojld happen to furvive lit 
majcfty. J 

The late King William, who, after his marriage wit 
the lady M«»ry of Coglind, could have no probable c> 
pe<5tation of the crown, and very little even of being 
ijuecn's hufband (the Duke of York having a young vi^ 
was no ftranger to our languige or manners, and wei 
ofttn to ttie chapel of his pripcefs ; which I obfervc tl 
rather, bccaufe 1 could heartily wifli the like difpolitie 
uerc in another court,. and l-tecaufcit may be drlagretab 
lu a prince to take up new doctrines on a fudden, or fpes 
to l-.is I'uhjefts by an interpreter. 

An ill-natured or inquificive man may flill, perhaf 
dclii-e to prefs the queftion farther, by afking, what is 
be done, in caleit fhould fo happen^ that this malevole 
working party at home hath credit enough with tliecou 
*>f Hanover, to continue the fufpicion, jcaloufy, and u 
cafiuefs there againll the queen and her miniftry ; to mal 
fuch dcm inds be (till inliiled on, as are hv no mea 
thought proper to be complied with ; andintheAei 

• The infant prince was the fon of die clcAoral prioceo 
Hanover, who mi^Ljhc be cho/ln to rcfiJc here in confe^oeoce 
tfic Mcnaor-al. L'-e p. 378. Ua-wkejl 
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KJmc to ftand at arms length with her majefty, and ia 
^lofe conjujiAion with thofe who oppofe her. 

I- take the anlwcr to-be eaiy ; in all conte(ls^,thcfafcft' 
way is to put thofe wc difpute with, as much intbenorong 
a«wecan. When her M^jcfty fhall have offered lutft 
or the like coiKeilions as I have above mentioned, in or- 
der to remove thofe fcruples^artificially railed in the mind« 
of the expectant heir, and to divide him from that faction - 
by whidi he is fuppofed to have been mifleJ ; (he hath 
done as mudi as any prince can do, and more than any 
other would probably do in her cafe ; and will bejuftified 
before God and man, whatever be the event;- The equi- 
table part of thofe who now tide againft the court, will 
probably be more temperate ; and, if a due dtfpatch be 
made in placing the civil and military power in the hands 
of fiich as wi(h- well to the conflitution, it cannot be any 
way lor the quiet or intereft of a fuccefTor to gratify fo 
fmall a fa^ion, as will probably then remain, at the ex* 
pence of a much vnott numerourand conGderable part of 
bis fubje^s. Neither do I fee how the principles of fuch 
a party, either in religion or government, will prove very 
agreeable, hecaufe I think Lutlier and Calvin feem to 
have differed as much as any two among the reformers: 
and becaufe a German prince will probably be fufpicious 
of thole who think they can never depre^ the prerogative 
enough. 

But fuppodng, once for all, as far as podihle, thnt the 
tie^or ftiould utterly refufe to be upon any terms of con- 
fidence with the pielent miniftry, and all others of their 
principles, as enemits to him and the fuccelTion ; nor eify 
with the queen hcrlelf, but upon fuch conditions as will 
not be tho'ight confijUfit with her fi^fety and humour ; 
and continue to pi ice all his ho]>cs and trull in the dif- 
contented p.irty : I think it were humbly to be wifhed, 
that whenever the (bcceflion (hall take place, the altera- 
tions intended by the new prince fhould be made by him* 
Jetft and not by his dt^pnties'i hecaufe I am of opinion, 
that the claule empoutiing the fucceffbr to appoint a ia- 
tent unlimited number, additional to the leven regents 
jiaoied in the ad, went upon a fuppofition, that xhefecret 
camniittee would be of fuch, whofe enmity and contrary 
principles difpofed them to confound \l\^ \^^, ^^^ 
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William^ whoie title was much more controrerled than 
that of hcT M.*jefty'« fucceflbr can ever probably be, di4' 
for (cveral yean leave the ad mioiil ration of the kiogdoai 
in the handa of Lords Judices, during the height of * 
war^ and while the abdicated prince hiinfeli: was fre^ 
quently attempting an invafiou : from whence one might 
imagine, tliat- tlie regents appointed by parliament upon 
the demife of che crown, would be able to keep the peace 
during an abfence oi Jkfsw weekswithout any coUeagua* 
However, Lam pretty confideiK that the only rcalbn, 
why a power wasgiven of «liufiiig dorma/it' viceroys, wai 
to take away all pretence of a neceility to- invite over anj 
of the famil}^ here, during her Majeft) *s lite. So that I 
Ldo not well apprehend what arguments the elisor c«o 
ufe to inlid upon ^oth* 

To conclude; the only way of (eourihg the cooftitutioo 
in church and (late, and cooTequently this very Protedant 
Aicceilion itlc-lf^- will be by leilening the power of our do- 
medic adverfarics as much as can poiTibly conGd with die 
lenity of our government ^ and if this be not fpeedily 
done, it will be eafy to point where tlie nation is to fix tlie 
blame ; for we aro well afTurcd, that (ince the account' 
her Mjjefty received of the cabals, the triumphs, the in* 
fblent behaviour of the whole fa^ion during her late ill"^ 
fiefs at WinJfbr, (he hath been as willing to fee them de-^ 
prived of all power to do mifchief, as any of her modzear 
lou&and loyal iubje^ can defire. 



THOUGHTS ii 



C 3^3 1 



iiauGHTs on Various SuBjEcry* 



VE have juft enough religion to make u» hate, but 
not enough to make us love one another. 
R<^fie<5l oa things pid, as wars^ negoclations^ fadUons^ 
r. we entes Co little mto thoTe interefts, that we woodrr 
w men could polTibly be fo bufy and concerned for 
ngs fo trandcory ; look on the prefcnt times^ we find 
; lame humour^ yet wonder not at alk 
A wife man endeavours, by confidering all circumftaa-. 
I, to m.ike conjedKires, and formconcludons; but the. 
allefl accident interveeaing (and in the courfe of affairs 
s impollible taforefee all) does often produce fuch turns- 
d changes, that at lad he isjud fo mueh in doubt of e* 
us as tiie moft ignorant and unexperienced perfon. 
PoGlivenels is a good quality /or preachers and oratorSi^ 
saufe he that would ol^trude his thoughts and reafont 
Oil a multitude^ will convince others the more, as he- 
|>ears convinced himfelf. 

How i$ it po(Bbie to- expe(5b that mankind will take 
vice, when they will not fo much as take warning ? 
; forget whether advice be among the loft things which, 
idotle fays are to be found ia the moou ; that and timet 
^ht to have been there. 

No preacher is liftened ta but time, which gives us the 
le train and turn of thought that elder people have: 
-d in vain to put into our heads before. 
When we defire or ibllicit any thing, our minds run* 
lolly on the good fide or ciiKumdanees of it ; when it 
>btained, our minds rua wholly on the bad ones. 
In a g/a/s-hou/e the workmen, often 6ing in a fmall 
mtity of fre(h coals, which feems to difturb the fire, but 
•y much enlivens it. This feems to allude to a gentle 
ring of the paflions, that the mind may not languifh. 
Religion feems to have grown an infant with age, and 
[uires miracles to nurfeit as it had in its infancy, 
All fits ol^'pleafure are balanced by an equal degree of 
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pain or languor ; it is like (pending this year part of the 
next year's revenue. 

The latter part of a wife man's life is taken up in cu- 
rin)> the follies, prejudices^ and falle opinions he bad 
cootra^ed in the former. 

Would a writer know how to behave himfelf with re- 
lation to pofterity, let him eonfider in old books what he 
finds that be is glad to know, and what omiiIion»heiDoft^ 
• Simeo4s* 

Whatever the poets pretend, it is plain tbcy give im- 
inort4lity to none but tbemtclves : it is Homer and Vi^ 
gil we reverence and admire, not Achillef or iSneas. 
With hilloriaiis it is qjtte the contrary ; our thougbti 
are taken up with the a<ftions,. peribns, and tvebti we 
read, and we little regard the autliOTS. 

When a true /»en:u« appears in - the world, you miy 
knov«r him hy tliis fign, that the dunces are all in coute-^ 
dcracy ag linit him. 

Men who podeis all the advantages' of litb, are in a 
(late where there are many acddtnls to ditbrdcrand dii^ 
oempofe, but few to plea fe thera: 

It is unwifc to puniih cowards with ignominy ; for \! 
they had regdrdcd that, they would not liave been cow- 
ards : death is their proper puuiihmcnt, becaufe they fear 
ic mod. 

The greateft inventions- were produced in the times of 
ignorance ;. as tbe u(e of the cowpa/s, gun-frtadtrf aod 
trlfiting ; and by the dulleA nation, as the Germans. 

One argument to prove that the common relations of 
ghofls vcidi fpeBrts are generally falfe, may be drawn froM^ 
the opinion held, that fpirita are never leen by more than 
one peribn at a time ; that u to fay, it feldom happeor 
to above one peitfon in a company to be poUcHed with J 
any high degree of fpleen or melancholy. ■ 

I am apt to think, tliat in the day of judgment thero i 
will be fmall allowance given to the wife for their waot 
of morals, and to the ignorant for their want of faith, be- 
caufe both are without cxcufe. This renders the advan- ' 
lagcs equal of ignorance and knowledge. But fome Icrif 
pies in the wife, and fome vices in the ignorant, will 
perhaps be forgiven upon the flrcngjh of temptation,. to » , 
each. 
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The value of feveral circumftances in ftory leflens vc« 
ry much byxliftance of titne, though feme minute cir- 
cumftances are very valuable ; and it requires great juc!|,» 
ment in a writer to.diflingu'fhi 

Jt is grown a word of courie, for writers tofay, Thi# 
:ritical age, as^Jivines lay, This (inful age. 

It is plealant to oblcnve how free the prelent age is in 
laying taxes on the next : Future ages Jha II talk of this^ 
this jhail be famous io. all poJier'Uy : whereas their time* 
and thoughts will be taken up about prelent things^ as 
ours are now. 

The Cam^Lecriy who is faid to feed upon nothing but 
air, hath of all animak the nimbleft tongue. 

When a man is made a fpiritual peer he lolet his fir* 
name ; when a temporal, his Chriftian name. 

it is in 4ilputts as in armies, where the weaker ilde 
(eis up falfe lights, and makes a great .noile, to make the 
enemy believe them more nuraeroufi and ftrong than \hty 
reaily are. 

Some men, under the notions of weeding out prejudi- 
ces, eradicate virtue, honefty, and religion. 

In all welUinilituted commonwealths, care has been 
taken to limit mens polfdlions ; which is done for many 
fealbns, and among the red, for one which perhaps is 
Hot often confidered, that when bounds are fet to mens 
defires, after they h^vt acquired as much as the laws 
^1 permit them, their private intertft is at an end, and 
iiiey have nothing to do but take care of the public. , 

There are but thr^e ways for a man to revenge him- 
fclf'of the cenCure of the world ; to delpilc it, to return 
the like, or to endeavour to live lb as to avoid it : the 
Grib of thelc is ufually pretended, the laft is almost im* 
polfiidc, the univerfal praiflice is for the lecond. 

Herodotus tells us, that lu cold countries bealls very 
feldom have horns, but in hot they have very large 
ones. This might bear a very pleafant application, 

I never heard a finer piece of fatire agiinft lanvytrs^ 
than that of ajlrologers^ when they pretend by rules of 
art to tell when a luit will end, aiKl whether to the ad* 
•vantage of the plaiouff or defendant \ thus making the 
matter depend entirely upon the influence of the ftai7, 
^vithout tlie lead regard to the intA\ls<iV xl^i^ciwJv^* 
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S The expTtflion id Apocrypha^ about Tobit an 
dog following him, I have often heard ridiculed, yet 
mer has tlie fame words of Telertiachus mor^ than t 
and Virgil fays ibmetbiag like it of Evander. ^ 
talce the book of Tobtt to be partly poetical. 

I have known (bme men pofieded of good qua 
^hich were very ferviceable to others, but ufel« 
themlelvesi like a fun-dial on the front of a houl 
inform the neighbours and paffengcn, but not the o 
U'ithin. 

If a man would regiiler all his opinions upon love 
litics, religion, learning, ire, beginning from bis 3 
and lb go on to old age, what a bundle of bconOftt 
and coutradi^ioDs would appear at lafl ? 

What they do in Heaven we are ignorant of; 
they do not we are told exprcfly, that they neither 
ry, nor are given in marriage. 

When a man obfcrvcs the choice of ladies now-a 
in the difpenfing of their favours^ can he forbear pi 
fome veneration to the memory of thole mares mcD 
cd by Xenophon f , who, while their manes wen 
that is, while they were in their beauty, would neve 
mit the embraces of an a(s. 

It is a miferable thing to live in fufpence ; it 'a 
life of a fpider. 

Vhe quidem, pende tamen, hnproha^ dixit, 

I Ovid. Metar 
The Stoical fcheme of fupplying our wants by lop 
off our defires, is like cutting off our feet wlicn we ^ 
flioes. 

Phyficians ought not to g»ve their judgment of re 
on, for the fame realbn that butchers aie not admi 
to be jurors upon life and death. 

The reafon, why fo few marriages are happy, is 
caufe young ladies fpend their time in making nets, 
in making cagts. 

If a man will obfervc as he walks the ftreets, I 
lieve he will find the merriefl countenances in mouro 
coaches. 

Nothing mere unqualifies a man to a^ >^ith jrudc 
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than a misfortune that is attended with fhame aiA 
guilt. ^' 

The power of fortune is confefTed only by the nii- 
fcrable ; for the happy impute all their fuccefs to pru- 
dence or merit. 

Ambition often puts men upon doing the meancfl 
offices : fo climbing is performed in the fame pofture 
with creeping. 

Ill company is like a dog, who dirts thofe mofl whom 
he loves befl. 

Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the public for being 
eminent. 

Although men are accufed for not knowing their own 
weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their own ftrength. 
It is in men as in foils, where fometimes there is a veia 
of gold which the owner knows not of. 

Satire is reckoned the eafieft of all wit : but I take 
it to be otherwife in very bad times : for it is as hard 
to {atirize well a man of diftinguilhed vices, as to praife 
well a man of diftinguifhed virtues. It is eafy enough 
to do either to people of moderate characters. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and judgment of 
age ; fo that our judgment grows harder to pleafe^ 
when we have fewer things to offer it : this goes through 
the whole commerce of life. When we are old, our 
friends find it difficult to pleafe us, and are lefs con- 
cerned whether we be pleafed or no. 

No wife man ever wiihed to be younger. 

An idle reafon leiTens the weight of the good ones 
you gave before. 

The motives of the bed aflions will not bear too 
ftrid an inquiry. It is allowed, that the caufe of moit 
actions, good or bad, may be refolved into the love o£ 
ourfelves ; but the felf-love of fbme men inclines theia 
to j^leafe others ; and the felf-love of others is wholly 
employed in pleafmg themfelves. This makes the great 
diftindtion between virtue and vice. Religion is tbe- : 
beil motive of all adions, yet religion is allowed' 1M* «j 
be the higheft inftance of felf-love. ' 9isH 

When the world has once begun to ufc us ill, it «ft v ^ 
VowlY. K k \Wl^^'''- 
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^^ards continues the fame treatment with leis fomple 
^f ceremony, as men do to a whore. 
^ Old men view beft at a difhuace with the eyes of their 
underftanding as well as with thofe of nature. 

Some people uke more care to hide their wifdom 
than their folly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural objeft of temptation to 
a prince, as wine or women to a young fellow, or a bribe 
to a judge, or avarice to old aee, or vanity to a woman. 

Anthony Henley's farmer dying of an aftbma^ faid, 
Weil, if I can get this breath once ntUy I'll take care it 
{hall never get in again. 

The humour of exploding many things under the 
name of trifles, foppenes, and only imaginary goods, is 
a very fahe proof either of wifdom or magnanimity, 
and a great check to virtuous adtions. For inftance, 
with regard to tame, there is in moft people a reluc- 
tance and unwillingnefs to be forgotten. We obferre 
even among the vulgar, how fond they are to have at 
infcription over their grave. * It requires but little phi- 
lofophy to difcover and obferve that there is no intrinfic 
value in all this ; however, if it be founded in our nature, 
as an incitement to \nrtue, it ought not to be ridiculed. 

Complaint is the largeft tribute heaven receives, and 
the fnKcrcft part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of fpeech in many men, and moft 
women, is owing to a fcarcity of matter, and a fcarcitv 
of words ; for whoever is a mafter of language, and hath 
a mind full of ideas, will be apt in fpeaking to hefitate 
upon the choice of both : whereas common fpeakers have 
only one fet of ideas, and one fet of words to clothe 
them in ; and thefe are always ready at the mouth : fo 
people come falter out of a church when it is almoft 
empty, than when a croud is at the door. 

Few are qualifled to finm in company ; but it is in 
moft-mims power to be agreeable. 1l)^% reafon there- 
■^ '"•irhjr converfation runs fo low aftjprelent, is not the 
* ©t underftanding, but pride, vanity, ill -nature, 
lion, fiRgularjty, pofitivenefs, or fome other vice, 
eft of a wrow^ ^iiwc-aitioTi. 

To be vaia is raxSci a 'tnaxVL ^l V^^\sx:^«A^) "^^ssLT^jjift. 
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'Vain men delight in telling what honours have been don^ 
^hem, what great company they have kept, and the like ; 
-by which they plainly confefs that thefe hopouA wwUte ' • 
more than their due, and fuch as their friends, would not 
believe if they had not been told : whereas a "man truly 
proud thinks the greateft honours below his merit, and 
confequently fcorns to boall. I therefore deliver it as a 
Jnaxim, That whoever defires the charader of a proud 
man, ought to conceal his vanity. 

Law, m a free country, is, or ought to be, the deter- 
mination of the majority of thofe who have property la 
iand. 

One argument ufed to the difadvantage of providence^ 
I take to be a very llrong one in its defence. It is ob- 
jedledj that ftorms and tempefts, unfruitful feafons, fer- 
pents, fpiders, flies, and otner noxious or troublefome 
animals, with many more inflances of the like kind, dif- 
cover an imperfection in nature, becaufe human life 
would be much eaiier without them : but the defign of 
providence may clearly be perceived in this proceeding* 
The motions of the fun «nd moon ; in ftiort, the whole • 
iyflem of the univerfe, as far as philofophers have been 
able to difcover and obferve, are in the utmoft degree of 
regularity and perfection ; but where-ever God hath left 
to man the power of interpoling a remedy by thought or 
labour, there he hath placed things in a ftate of imper- 
feClion on purpofe to fiir up human induftry, without . 
which life would ftagnate, or indeed rather could not 
u bfift at all : Curis acuunt mortalia corda* 
Praifc is the daughter of prefent power. 
How inconfiflent is man with himfelf ? 
I have known feveral pcrfons of great fame for wi{^ 
dom in public affairs and councils governed by foblifh 
fervants. 

I have known great miniftcrs, diftinguiflicd for wit and 
learning, who preferred none but dunces. . • 

I have known men of great valour cowards to their 
wives. '.-■^^_ 

I have known men of the greateft cunning perpetmdljp^ 
chearj; i. 
/ knew tliree grezt minifters, nv\vo c^<i dudfi^") ^«»^ 
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pute and fettle the accounts of a kingdom, but weie 
wholly Ignorant of their own oeconomy. 

The preaching of divines helps to preferve well-in- 
clined men in the courfe of virtue^ but feldom or never 
rechiims the vitious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices than the fervants 
whom they truft for the difpofal of places : I have known 
a prince, more than once, chufe an able miniller ; bu. I 
never obferved that minifter to ufe his credit in the •' f- 
pofal of an employment to a perfon whom he thought the 
Bttefl for it. One of the greateft in this age owned and 
cxcufcd the matter from the violence of parties, and the 
vireafonablcnefs of friends. 

Small cau'es are fufEcient to make a man uneafy, when 
great ones arc not in the way : for want of a bhck he 
will ftumble at ajtra-w. 

Dignity, high ftation, or great riches, are in fomc fort 
ncceffary to old men, in order to keep the younger at a 
diilance, who are otherwife too apt to infult them upoi 
the fcorc of their age. 

Every man defires to live long ; but no man would be 
old. Love of flattery in moS. men proceeds from the 
mean opinion they have of themfelves ; in women from 
the contrary. 

If books and laws continue to increafe as they have 
done for fifty years paft, I am in fome concern for fu- 
ture ages, how any man will be learned, or any man i 
lawyer. 

Kings are commonly faid to have Icng han4i ; I wiA 
they had as long ears. 

Princes in their infancy, cliildhood, and youth, are 
faid to difcover prodigious parts and wit, to (peak thing;? 
that fiirpriie and aflonifh : flrange, fo many hopeml 
prjjtices, and fo many fhameful kir.gs ! If they happen to 
^ie young, they would have been prodigies of wildoin 
and virtue : if they live, they are often prodigies indeed, 
but of another fort. 

Politics, as the word is commonly underftood, arc no- 
thing but corruptions, and confequently of no ufe to a 
good king, or a good m\m^r^ % W '»»i\a<:3Dk.\^«fc.ii courts 
«iie to over-ruu with po\iu«. 
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Silenus, the fofter-father of Bacchus, is always car* 
ried by an afsy and has horns on his head. The moral 
isy that drunkards are led by fools, and have a great 
chance to be cuckolds. 

Venus, a beautiful good-natured lady, was the god- 
defs of love ; Juno, a terrible fhrew, the goddeis of marw 
riage : and they were always mortal enemies. 

Thofe who are againft religion, mtift needs be foola r 
and therefore we read, that, of all animals, God refufed' 
the/"r/?-^(?r« of an afs. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as wc are plea-^ 
fed with a few words fpoken plain by a parrot. 

A nice man is a man of nafty ideas. 

Apollo was held the god of phyfic, and fender of 
difeafes. Both were originally the {ame trade, and ftill 
continue. 

Old men and comets have been reverenced for the 
feme reafon ; their long beards, and pretences to foretel 
events. 

A perfon was aflced at court, what he thought of an 
ambaflador, and his train, who were all embroidery and., 
lace, full of bows, cringes, and geftures ; he faid, it 
Was Solomon's importation, gold and apes. 

There is a ftory in Paufanias of a plot for betraying 
of a city difcovered by the braying of an a/s : the cack- 
ling of gee/e faved the capiiol, and Catiline's conipiracy 
was difcovered by a <whore, Thefe are the only three 
animals, as far as 1 remember, famous in hiilory as e*vi^ 
fences and informers, 

Moft forts of diverfion in men, children, and other 
animals, are an imitation of fighting. 

Auguftus meeting an a/s with a lucky nami^ foretold 
himfelf good fortune. I meet many afles, but aone of 
them have lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the comfort 
is, he keeps his at the fame time. 

Who can deny that all men are violent lovers of truth* 
when we fee them fo pofitivc in their errors, which they 
will maintain out of their zeal to truth, although they 
contradict themfelves every day of their lives I 

That wa^ €f(C9ll<nthf oh/ervid^ fe.^ t^ Hi^u\^5ta^ v 
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paiTage if an author, where his opimon agrees with miae. 
when we differ, there I pronounce him to be mijiaken, 

Wtry few men, properly fpeaking, live at prefent, but 
are providing to live another time. 

As univer^ a practice as lying is, and as eafy a one 
as it feems, 1 do not remember to have heard three good . 
lies in all my converfation, even from thofe w':io were 
jnoft celebrated in that faculty. 



The End of the Fourth Voluwe* 
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